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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2019

The Senate was called to order by the President pro tempore.

Devotional Exercises

Devotional exercises were conducted by the Reverend Katelyn Macrae of
Richmond.

Joint Resolution Placed on Calendar

J.R.S. 13.

Joint Senate resolution of the following title was offered, read the first time
and is as follows:

By Committee on Institutions,

J.R.S. 13. Joint resolution authorizing the Commissioner of Forests, Parks
and Recreation to amend the Department's lease with the Okemo Limited
Liability Company and to authorize a conveyance of Woodchuck Mountain in
Newbury as an alternative to the conveyance authorized in 2002 Acts and
Resolves No. 149, Sec. 83(a)(3).

Whereas, the State of Vermont and Okemo Limited Liability Company
(Okemo or Lessee) are parties to that certain lease dated November 15, 1974,
as amended, which authorizes the use of State-owned land located in the
Okemo State Forest as a ski resort (the Lease), and

Whereas, at the Request of the Department of Forests, Parks and
Recreation, the parties to the Lease entered into a separate agreement to amend
certain provisions of the Lease, pending authorization by the General
Assembly, and

Whereas, during the 2001–2002 biennium, the General Assembly
authorized the Department to convey a parcel consisting of 110 acres, more or
less, in the town of Newbury, known as Woodchuck Mountain, to the Town of
Newbury, subject to a grant of development rights and a conservation
easement to be conveyed by the Department to the Upper Valley Land Trust,
and

Whereas, to date, the Town of Newbury has declined to accept the
conveyance of this parcel, and the Department wishes to establish a deadline of
May 31, 2019 for the Town of Newbury to accept or decline conveyance of
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this parcel under the terms of 2002 Acts and Resolves No. 149, Sec. 83(a)(3),
and

Whereas, the Department desires to conserve this parcel for forestry,
conservation, and public recreation purposes, now therefore be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives:

First: That the Commissioner of Forests, Parks and Recreation is
authorized to amend the Lease as follows:

(1) Article 6 of the Lease, in part, requires Okemo to pay a rental fee
based upon a calculation as set forth in Article 6 using linear feet of lifts and
gross lift ticket sales located on the leased premises and two and one-half
percent on all gross receipts from restaurants, sport shops, and warming
shelters constructed and operated by the Lessee. The State and Okemo now
agree to apply, as an addition to the existing rental fee, a five percent rental fee
to the Lessee’s gross receipts for access fees for any additional activities
occurring, in whole or in part, on the leased premises. Additional activities are
the Lessee’s existing mountain biking activities and any new commercial
recreational activities occurring on the leased premises. To the extent
additional activities include use of lifts, the gross receipts for access fees shall
be multiplied by the following ratio prior to the application of the five percent
rental fee: (linear feet of lifts on the leased premises used for the additional
activity) / (total linear feet of all lifts used for the additional activity). The
Lessee agrees that at no time shall the percent determined by (the linear feet of
lifts on State land) / (the total linear feet of all lifts owned by the Lessee) be
less than twenty percent. To the extent additional activities do not include use
of the lifts, the Lessee shall pay the five percent fee based upon the proportion
of such additional activities occurring on the leased premises.

(2) Okemo shall indemnify and hold harmless the State and shall
provide a general liability insurance policy as follows:

(a) Unless an event arises solely out of the State’s gross negligence or
willful misconduct, Okemo shall defend, indemnify, and save harmless the
State, its agents, servants, and officials from any damages and any claims
arising out of or related to the use, maintenance, or operation of lifts or the
leased premises.

(b) Okemo shall carry general liability insurance in a policy or
policies at all times with a minimum coverage of at least $10,000,000 per
occurrence and $20,000,000 in aggregate, naming the State and additional
parties, as noted in Article 9 of the Lease, as additional insureds under such
coverage. Not more than once every five years, the State may review required
insurance amounts set forth in this paragraph and may increase such insurance
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amounts to amounts that are reasonably representative of the then current
market for insurance amounts for similar operations as reasonably determined
by the State.

(3) Subject to the provisions of Section 14 of the Lease, Okemo shall
provide access to the public to the leased premises, including for uphill travel
on the ski trails located on the leased premises, subject to Okemo’s right to
impose restrictions on the public’s access for uphill travel and other public
access in accordance with Section 14 of the Lease. Okemo shall establish a
written uphill travel policy consistent with these terms and shall provide a
copy to the State and make the policy publicly available.

(4) Other than a Permitted Transfer, Okemo (or following a Permitted
Transfer, any Permitted Transferees) shall not assign the Lease or engage in a
transaction by way of merger, consolidation, or sale (singly or in combination),
involving the transfer of equity securities constituting more than one-half of
the total voting securities or interests of Okemo (or if applicable, its Permitted
Transferees) without the prior written consent of the State. Notwithstanding
the foregoing, an assignment of the Lease by Okemo to or any transaction
involving the transfer of equity securities of Okemo to any direct or indirect
wholly owned subsidiary of Vail Holdings, Inc. shall be a “Permitted
Transfer,” provided that the Guaranty remains in full force and effect
following such Permitted Transfer.

(5) The fiscal year for Okemo ends on July 31 each calendar year.
References in Section 6 of the Lease to fiscal year shall be amended to refer to
July 31.

(6) Upon termination of the Lease, Okemo or its successors or assigns
may remove all of Okemo’s tangible personal property. If such tangible
personal property is removed, Okemo or its successors or assigns shall remove
such tangible personal property so as to minimize disturbance or damage to the
leased premises, except for any reasonable use and wear, damage by casualty,
or eminent domain or damage resulting from the actions of the State. Okemo
or its successors or assigns shall restore the area where the tangible personal
property is removed so as to leave those area(s) of the leasehold in a safe,
stable, and acceptable condition to the State.

(7) Appendix B of the Lease shall be amended and replaced in its
entirety with a new Appendix B that accurately reflects the total linear feet of
existing lifts on State land and total linear feet of lifts owned by the Lessee.

Second: (1) That the Commissioner of Forests, Parks and Recreation is
authorized to convey 110 acres, more or less, located in the Town of Newbury
and known as the Woodchuck Mountain parcel that the Department acquired
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as a bequest from the Enrita Carlson estate, to the Upper Valley Land Trust,
should the Town of Newbury decline to accept the parcel from the Department
by May 31, 2019. The Commissioner is also authorized to convey a grant of
development rights and a conservation easement to another qualified
conservation organization or municipality or to include deed restrictions in the
deed to the Upper Valley Land Trust, restricting development rights and
requiring that the use of the Woodchuck Mountain parcel be limited to
forestry, conservation, and public recreation purposes.

(2) The authorization set forth in 2002 Acts and Resolves No. 149,
Sec. 83(a)(3) for the Department to convey the Woodchuck Mountain parcel to
the Town of Newbury, subject to a grant of development rights and a
conservation easement to be simultaneously conveyed to the Upper Valley
Land Trust, shall remain in full force and effect should the Town of Newbury
accept conveyance of the Woodchuck Mountain parcel by May 31, 2019, and
be it further

Resolved: That the Secretary of State be directed to send a copy of this
resolution to the Commissioner of Forests, Parks and Recreation.

Thereupon, under the rules, the joint resolution was placed on the Calendar
for notice tomorrow.

Bills Introduced

Senate bills of the following titles were severally introduced, read the first
time and referred:

S. 81.

By Senators McCormack, Bray, Hardy, Lyons, Pearson, Rodgers, Starr and
Westman,

An act relating to prescribing by doctoral-level psychologists.

To the Committee on Health and Welfare.

S. 82.

By Senators Bray, Balint, Campion, Clarkson, Hardy, McCormack, Pollina,
Rodgers, Sirotkin and White,

An act relating to equal pay.

To the Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs.
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S. 83.

By Senators Sirotkin, Balint, Baruth and Clarkson,

An act relating to prohibiting agreements that prevent an employee from
working for the employer following the settlement of a discrimination claim.

To the Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs.

Committee Bill Introduced

Senate committee bill of the following title was introduced, read the first
time, and, under the rule, placed on the Calendar for notice the tomorrow:

S. 84.

By the Committee on Transportation,

An act relating to emissions inspections.

Bills Referred

House bills of the following titles were severally read the first time and
referred:

H. 3.

An act relating to ethnic and social equity studies standards for public
schools.

To the Committee on Education.

H. 16.

An act relating to boards and commissions.

To the Committee on Government Operations.

H. 47.

An act relating to the taxation of electronic cigarettes.

To the Committee on Finance.

Standing Committee Appointed

The President, on behalf of the Committee on Committees, reported the
appointment of the standing committee, as follows:
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Ethics

At Call Senator Benning, Chair
Campion, Vice-Chair
Brock
Cummings
Pollina

Appointment of Senate Members of the Legislative Committee on
Administrative Rules

Pursuant to the provisions of 3 V.S.A. §817, the President, on behalf of the
Committee on Committees, announced the appointment of the following
Senators to serve on the Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules for
terms of two years ending February 1, 2021:

Senator Bray
Senator Benning
Senator MacDonald
Senator Lyons

Appointment of Senate Member to Nuclear Decommissioning Citizens
Advisory Panel

Pursuant to the provisions of 18 V.S.A. §1700, the President, on behalf of
the Committee on Committees, announced the appointment of the following
Senator to serve on the Nuclear Decommissioning Citizens Advisory Panel for
a term of two years ending on January 15, 2021:

Senator Campion

Appointment of Senate Members to the Vermont Citizens Advisory
Committee on Lake Champlain's Future

Pursuant to the provisions of 10 V.S.A. §1960, the President, on behalf of
the Committee on Committees, announced the appointment of the following
Senators to serve on the Committee on Lake Champlain's Future for the
current biennium:

Senator Lyons
Senator Brock

Commission on International Trade and State Sovereignty

Pursuant to the provisions of 3 V.S.A. §23(b)(2), the President, on behalf of
the Committee on Committees, announced the appointment of the following
Senator to serve on the Commission on International Trade and State
Sovereignty for a term of two years:

Senator Lyons, designee
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Appointment of Senate Member to the Vermont Veterans' Memorial
Cemetery Advisory Board

Pursuant to the provisions of 20 V.S.A. §1581(a)(2), the President, on
behalf of the Committee on Committees, announced the appointment of the
following Senator to serve on the Vermont Veterans' Memorial Cemetery
Advisory Board for a term of two (2) years:

Senator MacDonald

Appointment of Senate Member to the Vermont Web Portal Board

Pursuant to the provisions of 22 V.S.A. § 952(a)(8) (Supp. 2008), the
President, on behalf of the Committee on Committees, announced the
appointment of the following Senator to serve on the Vermont Web Portal
Board for this biennium:

Senator Campion

Adjournment

On motion of Senator Mazza, the Senate adjourned until one o’clock in the
afternoon on Thursday, February 7, 2019.


