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Journal of the House
________________

Wednesday, June 24, 2020

At ten o'clock in the forenoon the Speaker called the House to order.

Devotional Exercises

Devotional exercises were conducted by Rep. Peter Anthony of Barre City.

Read Third Time; Bill Passed in Concurrence with
Proposal of Amendment

S. 349

Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to emergency funding for local government

Was taken up and pending third reading of the bill, Rep. Donahue of
Northfield moved that the House propose to the Senate to amend the bill as
follows:

In Sec. 1, COVID-19 expense reimbursement; local government, by
striking out subdivision (c)(1) in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof:

(1) $4,850,000.00 in grants for reimbursement of eligible COVID-19
expenses:

(A) to Vermont counties in amounts that shall not exceed
$200,000.00 per recipient and $1.00 per person as determined from the 2019
town census data published by the U.S. Census Bureau;

(B) to Vermont cities, towns, unorganized towns or gores, and any of
the unified towns and gores of Essex County, including those incurred by
incorporated villages, fire districts, consolidated water districts created under
24 V.S.A. chapter 91, and consolidated sewer districts created under 24 V.S.A.
chapter 105 therein. Grants allocated under this subdivision (1)(B) shall not
exceed $200,000.00 per recipient and $20.00 per person as determined from
the 2019 town census data published by the U.S. Census Bureau; and

(C)(i) notwithstanding subdivisions (1)(A) and (1)(B) of this
subsection (c), priority shall be given in allocating grants under this
subdivision (1) to Vermont cities, towns, unorganized towns or gores, and any
of the unified towns and gores of Essex County, including those incurred by
incorporated villages and fire districts for hazard pay to eligible employees as
set forth in subdivision (ii) of this subdivision (1)(C). This subdivision (1)(C)
shall supersede the proration allowed pursuant to subdivision (4) of this
subsection (c).
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(ii) For purposes of being entitled to the priority granted pursuant
to this subdivision (1)(C)(ii), each eligible employee shall have received or
shall be paid hazard pay in an amount equal to or greater than:

(I) $1,400.00 for each eligible employee who worked at least
216 hours during the eligible period; and

(II) $800.00 for each eligible employee who worked at least 68
hours and less than 216 hours during the eligible period.

(iii) As used in this subdivision (C),

(I) “Elevated risk of exposure to COVID-19” means the
performance of a job that:

(aa) has high potential for exposure to known or suspected
sources of COVID-19, including through providing in-person services or care
to members of the public, or cleaning or sanitizing the premises of the grantee
in a location that is used by members of the public or individuals who are
known or suspected to have COVID-19;

(bb) requires frequent physical contact or close contact, or
both, with people who may be infected with SARS-CoV-2, but who are not
known or suspected COVID-19 patients; or

(cc) is located in an area with ongoing community
transmission of SARS-CoV-2 and requires regular, close contact with
members of the public.

(II) “Eligible employee” means an individual who:

(aa) is employed by the grantee;

(bb) performed a job that had an elevated risk of exposure to
COVID-19 during the eligible period;

(cc) was unable to perform his or her job remotely or to
telework, including by providing healthcare or other services by telephone,
videoconference, or telehealth;

(dd) earns a base wage of $25.00 per hour or less;

(ee) worked at least 68 hours for the grantee during the
eligible period; and

(ff) is not eligible to receive monetary benefits for the
performance of his or her job under any program authorized or implemented
by the federal government.

(III) “Eligible period” means the period from March 13, 2020
through May 15, 2020, inclusive.
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Which was disagreed to. Thereupon, the bill was read the third time and
passed in concurrence with proposal of amendment.

Second Reading; Proposal of Amendment Agreed to;
Third Reading Ordered

S. 351

Rep. Conquest of Newbury, for the committee on Appropriations, to
which had been referred Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to providing financial relief assistance to the agricultural
community due to the COVID-19 public health emergency

Reported in favor of its passage in concurrence with proposal of
amendment by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

* * * Purpose * * *

Sec. 1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this act is to appropriate the following amounts to farming
and forest businesses for losses, or expenses, or both, incurred as a result of the
COVID-19 public health emergency:

(1) $25,000,000.00 for the Dairy Assistance Program established under
this act, provided that from the appropriated funds, $21,200,000.00 shall be
available for grant awards to milk producers, and $3,800,000 shall be available
for awards to dairy processors;

(2) $5,000,000.00 for the Non-dairy Agricultural Producer and
Processor Assistance Program established under this act;

(3) $5,000,000.00 for the Forest Economy Stabilization Grant Program
established under this act; and

(4) $192,000.00 to the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board to
provide business, financial, and mental health assistance to farm and food
businesses.

* * * Coronavirus Relief Fund; Administrative Provisions * * *

Sec. 2. CONSISTENCY WITH CARES ACT AND GUIDANCE

The General Assembly determines that the expenditure of monies from the
Coronavirus Relief Fund as set forth in this act complies with the requirements
of Sec. 5001 of the CARES Act, Pub. L. No. 116-136 and related guidance
because the economic harm to be covered:
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(1) is necessary expenditures incurred due to the public health
emergency with respect to Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19);

(2) was not accounted for in Vermont’s fiscal year 2020 budget; and

(3) was, or will be, incurred during the period beginning on March 1,
2020 and ending on December 30, 2020.

Sec. 3. GRANT RECIPIENT REQUIREMENTS; REVERSION AND

REALLOCATION SCHEDULE

All appropriations made from the State’s Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF)
in this and other bills passed after March 1, 2020 as part of the 2020
legislative session are made with the knowledge that the statutory and
regulatory context is constantly changing. Additional federal legislation may
further change the potential for and appropriateness of CRF usage. As a
result:

(1) Appropriations from the CRF are subject to changes in source of
funds that may occur as the result of subsequent legislation or through
administrative actions, where permissible by law.

(2) Specific CRF uses may need to change based on changes to federal
laws or on revised or updated federal guidance.

(3) It is the responsibility of all entities receiving CRF monies to ensure
compliance with all federal guidelines as to CRF spending and use.

(4) Unless otherwise authorized by the Commissioner of Finance and
Management, any monies appropriated from the CRF shall revert to the CRF
to the extent that they have not been expended on or before December 20,
2020 to enable reallocation.

Sec. 4. CORONAVIRUS RELIEF FUND GRANTS; CONDITIONS

(a) Any person receiving a grant comprising monies from the Coronavirus
Relief Fund shall use the monies only for purposes that comply with the
requirements of Sec. 5001 of the CARES Act, Pub. L. No. 116-136 and related
guidance.

(b) Any person who expends monies from the Coronavirus Relief Fund for
purposes not eligible under Sec. 5001 of the CARES Act, Pub. L. No. 116-136
and related guidance shall be liable for repayment of the funds to the State of
Vermont; provided, however, that a person shall not be liable for such
repayment if the person expended the monies in good faith reliance on
authorization of the proposed expenditure or specific guidance from the
agency or department administering the grant program.

(c) The Attorney General or a State agency or department administering a
grant program established or authorized under this act may seek appropriate
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criminal or civil penalties as authorized by law for a violation of the terms or
conditions of the applicable program, grant, or award.

Sec. 5. CORONAVIRUS RELIEF FUND; RECORD KEEPING;

COMPLIANCE; REPORTS

(a) In order to ensure compliance with the requirements of Sec. 5001 of the
CARES Act, Pub. L. No. 116-136 and related guidance, and to assist the State
in demonstrating such compliance:

(1) any agency or department, and any subrecipient of a grant, that is
authorized to disburse grant funds appropriated by this act shall include
standard audit provisions, as required by Agency of Administration Bulletins
3.5 and 5, in all contracts, loans, and grant agreements; and

(2) each grant recipient shall report on its use of the monies received
pursuant to this act to the agency or department administering the grant as
required by that agency or department and shall maintain records of its
expenditures of the monies for three years, or for a longer period if so required
by State or federal law, to enable verification as needed.

(b) Unless otherwise provided under this act, on or before July 31, 2020
and September 1, 2020, each agency or department administering a grant
program pursuant to this act shall provide information to the legislative
committees of jurisdiction, including the House and Senate Committees on
Appropriations, regarding its distribution of grant funds to date, the amount of
grant funds that remains available for distribution, and its plans for awarding
the available funds on or before December 20, 2020.

* * * Dairy Assistance Program * * *

Sec. 6. DAIRY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM; COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH

EMERGENCY; APPROPRIATION

(a) Appropriation. The sum of $25,000,000.00 is appropriated from the
Coronavirus Relief Fund to the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets in
fiscal year 2021 for the purpose of establishing the Dairy Assistance Program
as set forth in this section. Of the funds appropriated under this section,
$21,200,000.00 shall be available for grant awards to milk producers, and
$3,800,000 shall be available for awards to dairy processors.

(b) Necessity. The General Assembly determines that the expenditure of
monies from the Coronavirus Relief Fund as set forth in this section is
necessary to stabilize milk producers and dairy processors based on their lost
revenues related to business interruption caused by the COVID-19 public
health emergency.
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(c) Definitions. As used in this section:

(1) “Animal feeding operation” (AFO) means a lot or facility where
livestock have been, are, or will be stabled or confined and fed or maintained
for a total of 45 days or more in any 12-month period, and crops, vegetation,
or forage growth are not sustained in the normal growing season over any
portion of the lot or facility. Two or more individual farms qualifying as an
AFO that are under common ownership and that adjoin each other or use a
common area or system for the disposal of waste shall be considered to be a
single AFO if the combined number of livestock resulting qualifies as a
medium farm as that term is defined under this subsection.

(2) “Certified small farm” means a small farm with at least 50 mature
dairy cows required to certify compliance with the Required Agricultural
Practices under 6 V.S.A. § 4871 and so certified as of March 1, 2020.

(3) “Dairy processor” means a person, partnership, unincorporated
association, or corporation who owns or controls any place, premises, or
establishment where butter, cheese, cream, buttermilk, infant formula, ice
cream, yogurt, or other dairy products identified by rule by the Secretary are
processed for sale.

(4) “Economic harm” means a milk producer’s or dairy processor’s
expenses or lost revenues, or both related to the 2020 COVID-19 public health
emergency.

(5) “Goat or sheep dairy farm” means any place or premises where one
or more dairy goats or dairy sheep, or both, are kept and where a part or all of
the milk from the animals is sold or offered for sale.

(6) “Good standing” means a participant in the Program administered
under this section:

(A) that does not have an active enforcement violation that has
reached a final order with the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets or the
Agency of Natural Resources; and

(B) that is in compliance with all terms of a current grant agreement
or contract with the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets or the Agency
of Natural Resources.

(7) “Large farm” means an AFO that houses 700 or more mature dairy
animals and where a part or all of the milk from the dairy animals is sold or
offered for sale.

(8) “Medium farm” means an AFO that houses 200 to 699 mature dairy
animals and where a part or all of the milk from the dairy animals is sold or
offered for sale.
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(9) “Milk producer” or “producer” means a person, partnership,
unincorporated association, or corporation who owns or controls one or more
dairy cows, dairy goats, or dairy sheep and sells or offers for sale a part or all
of the milk produced by the animals.

(10) “Secretary” means the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets
or designee.

(11) “Small farm” means:

(A) an AFO that houses not more than 199 mature dairy cows; or

(B) a goat or sheep dairy farm where a part or all of the milk from
the animals is sold or offered for sale.

(d) Program establishment; eligibility.

(1) There is established within the Agency of Agriculture, Food and
Markets a Dairy Assistance Program (Program) to provide financial assistance
to milk producers and dairy processors that have suffered economic harm in
Vermont caused by the COVID-19 public health emergency.

(2) A milk producer or dairy processor shall be eligible to qualify for
assistance under this section if:

(A)(i) the milk producer or dairy processor is currently producing
milk or dairy products; or

(ii) the milk producer was producing milk on March 1, 2020, and
subsequently ceased production, but submits to the Secretary a good faith plan
to restart production of milk or a plan to restart operation through production
of another commodity;

(B) the milk producer or dairy processor is in good standing; and

(C) the milk producer or dairy processor accurately demonstrates to
the Secretary economic harm that occurred or accrued on or after March 1,
2020 and before December 1, 2020 by providing evidence of lost revenues or
expenses related to business interruption caused by the COVID-19 public
health emergency.

(3) A milk producer may elect to have its economic harm determined by
calculating the difference between what the producer was paid for milk
produced between March 1, 2020 and December 1, 2020 and the price that the
producer would have been paid if the price for milk remained at the statistical
uniform price of $18.13 hundredweight for the Middlebury location in January
of 2020, or the milk producer may enter its own verifiable average price for
March through December 2020 and calculate the difference to its own
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verifiable average price for January 2020 as well as added costs or expenses
related to the COVID-19 public health emergency.

(4) Economic harm is not compensable under this section if the same
economic harm is covered by insurance or if the economic harm was
compensated under another State or federal grant; provided, however, that this
restriction does not apply to loans or advance payments for which repayment is
expected.

(e) Administration; implementation.

(1) The Program shall be administered by the Agency of Agriculture,
Food and Markets, which shall award available funds to milk producers or
dairy processors that demonstrate economic harm.

(2) The Secretary shall create an application form that milk producers
and dairy processors shall utilize when applying for assistance. Applicants
shall certify that all information they provide is truthful and accurate to the
best of their knowledge, information, and belief.

(3) The Secretary shall, based on the amount of economic harm incurred
by the milk producer or dairy processor on the date the application is received,
provide up to the maximum award permitted for each type of qualified farm or
processor tier. Applications shall be processed in the order received, but an
application shall not be ready for evaluation until the Secretary determines that
the application is administratively complete and includes all required proof of
economic harm.

(f) Payment; maximum award.

(1) Until all funds appropriated to the Program for milk producers are
awarded, the Secretary shall award assistance as grants to reimburse qualified
milk producers for demonstrated economic harm up to the following
maximum amounts:

(A) Small farms shall receive up to $18,300.00.

(B) Certified small farms shall receive up to $34,300.00.

(C) Medium farms shall receive up to $56,000.00.

(D) Large farms shall receive up to $100,000.00.

(2) Until all funds appropriated to the Program for dairy processors are
awarded, the Secretary shall award payments as grants to reimburse qualified
dairy processors for demonstrated economic harm up to the following
maximum amounts:
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(A) Dairy processors that process less than 500 pounds of milk per
day shall receive up to $31,000.00.

(B) Dairy processors that process from 500 to 9,999 pounds of milk
per day shall receive up to $40,000.00.

(C) Dairy processors that process from 10,000 to 49,999 pounds of
milk per day shall receive up to $50,000.00.

(D) Dairy processors that process 50,000 pounds or more of milk per
day shall receive up to $60,000.00.

(3) To determine maximum grant eligibility, each milk producer shall be
evaluated within the farm type known to the Secretary as of March 1, 2020,
and each dairy processor shall be evaluated within the milk processing size
known to the Secretary as of March 1, 2020.

(g) Application; processing.

(1) Once a milk producer or dairy processor submits a complete
application and demonstrates economic harm, the Secretary shall promptly
issue a grant payment, provided that the appropriated funds have not been
expended. Initial applications shall be submitted not later than October 1,
2020, and the last grant payment may be a partial payment consisting of the
remaining available funds.

(2) Whenever a milk producer or dairy processor has not demonstrated
economic harm equal to or greater than the maximum allowed disbursement
for its category, the application shall remain pending for a potential future
showing of additional economic harm. Qualified milk producers or dairy
processors that incur additional economic harm after the date of their initial
application may file with the Secretary an addendum to demonstrate
subsequent economic harm. The Secretary shall create an addendum form that
milk producers and dairy processors shall utilize when applying for additional
relief. Milk producers and dairy processors shall certify that all information
they provide is truthful and accurate to the best of their knowledge,
information, and belief. Eligible milk producers or dairy processors may
submit an addendum to their initial application on or before October 1, 2020 to
show any additional economic harm eligible for compensatory payment. No
milk producer or dairy processor shall receive total grant payments that exceed
the maximum allowed grant payment.

(3) All submitted initial applications shall be processed before
considering addenda demonstrating additional economic harm, and each
addendum shall be processed in the order received. An addendum shall not be
ready for evaluation until the Secretary receives all required proof of economic
harm and deems the application administratively complete. Once an eligible
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milk producer or dairy processor submits a complete addendum and
demonstrates additional economic harm, the Secretary shall promptly issue a
payment, provided that the appropriated funds have not been expended. The
last payment may be a partial payment consisting of the remaining available
funds.

(4) Each grant award shall be a direct payment from the State of
Vermont to a milk producer or dairy processor. Except as provided under this
section, a dairy processor shall not submit more than one application, and a
milk producer shall not submit more than one application per each separate
farm owned or controlled by the producer. A person who is both a milk
producer and a dairy processor may submit one application as a milk producer
and one as a dairy processor when each business is organized as a separate
business entity. A person that is both a milk producer and a dairy processor
but is not organized as separate business entities shall submit one application
for assistance under this section, but will be eligible for assistance as a milk
producer and a dairy processor, provided that the total assistance awarded
under this section shall not exceed the total economic harm incurred by the
applicant. The Secretary may ask an applicant that is both a milk producer and
a dairy processor but is not organized as separate business entities to submit
separate applications as a milk producer and a dairy processor if separate
applications are more administratively efficient. A milk producer or dairy
processor that does not initially qualify for the maximum allowed payment
may submit an addendum to demonstrate additional economic harm not later
than October 1, 2020.

(h) Program terms and limitations.

(1) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall issue grant
payments under this section on a first-come, first-served basis until all funds
are expended or December 20, 2020, whichever is sooner.

(2) The name of a milk producer or dairy processor that receives an
award under this section and the amount of the award are public records
subject to inspection and copying under the Public Records Act.

(3) Any application documents of a milk producer or dairy processor
containing federal identification numbers and sales amounts are subject to the
confidentiality provisions of 32 V.S.A. § 3102 and are return information
under that section.

(4) Data or information submitted to the Secretary by a milk producer
or dairy processor under this section to demonstrate economic harm shall be a
trade secret exempt from public inspection and copying under 1 V.S.A.
§ 317(c)(9), provided that the Secretary may use and disclose submitted
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information in summary or aggregated form that does not directly or indirectly
identify an individual milk producer or dairy processor.

(5) Notwithstanding any law or State grant requirement to the contrary,
a milk producer or dairy processor shall not be denied participation in the
Program or have a payment withheld, set off, or reduced for failure to be in
full compliance with any obligation to pay any or all taxes due to the State of
Vermont.

* * * Non-dairy Agricultural Producer and Processor Assistance Program * * *

Sec. 7. NON-DAIRY AGRICULTURAL PRODUCER AND PROCESSOR

ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

(a) Appropriations. The sum of $5,000,000.00 is appropriated from the
Coronavirus Relief Fund to the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets in
fiscal year 2021 for the purpose of establishing the Non-dairy Agricultural
Producer and Processor Assistance Program as set forth in this section. The
Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall enter into a memorandum of
understanding with the Vermont Economic Development Authority for the
implementation and administration of the Non-dairy Agricultural Producer and
Processor Assistance Program.

(b) Necessity. The General Assembly determines that the expenditure of
monies from the Coronavirus Relief Fund as set forth in this section is
necessary to stabilize agricultural producers, commercial processors,
commercial slaughterhouses, and farmers’ markets based on their lost revenues
and expenses related to business interruption caused by the COVID-19 public
health emergency.

(c) Definitions. As used in this section:

(1) “Agricultural producer” means a farmer who is not eligible for
assistance under the Dairy Assistance Program established under this act and
who has produced a gross annual income of $10,000.00 from the sale of
agricultural products, livestock, livestock products, or poultry products in one
of the two, or three of the five, calendar years preceding submission of an
application under this section.

(2) “Agricultural product” means any raw agricultural commodity, as
defined in 6 V.S.A. § 21(6), that is principally produced on a farm and
includes products prepared from the raw agricultural commodities principally
produced on the farm.

(3) “Commercial processor” means any person who maintains an
establishment regulated under 6 V.S.A. chapter 204 for the purpose of
processing livestock, meat, meat food product, poultry, or poultry product
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other than for the exclusive use in the household of the owner of the
commodity, by him or her and members of his or her household and his or her
nonpaying guests and employees.

(4) “Commercial slaughterhouse” means any person engaged in the
business of slaughtering livestock or poultry other than as a custom slaughterer
or a person conducting slaughter under 6 V.S.A. § 3312(b), (c), or (d).

(5) “Economic harm” means an eligible applicant’s expenses or lost
revenue, or both, related to the 2020 COVID-19 public health emergency.

(6) “Eligible applicant” means any agricultural producer, commercial
processor, commercial slaughterhouse, or farmers’ market that suffered
qualifying economic harm under this section.

(7) “Farmer” means a person who is engaged in farming and subject to
the Required Agricultural Practices Rule.

(8) “Farmers’ market” means an event or series of events at which two
or more vendors of agricultural products, as defined in 11 V.S.A. § 991, gather
for purposes of offering for sale to the public their agricultural products.

(9) “Farming” has the same meaning as in 10 V.S.A. § 6001.

(10) “Good standing” means a participant in the Program administered
under this section:

(A) that does not have an active enforcement violation that has
reached a final order with the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets or the
Agency of Natural Resources; and

(B) that is in compliance with all terms of a current grant agreement
or contract with the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets or the Agency
of Natural Resources.

(11) “Livestock” means cattle, cow/calf pairs, youngstock, heifers,
bulls, American bison, swine, sheep, goats, horses, cervids, camelids, ratites,
rabbits, pheasants, chukar partridge, coturnix quail, laying hens, broilers,
ducks, turkeys, or any other type of fowl as designated by the Secretary.

(12) “Livestock product” means any carcass, or part of a carcass, meat,
or meat food product of any livestock.

(13) “Poultry product” means any poultry carcass or part of a carcass; or
any product that is made wholly or in part from any poultry carcass or part of a
carcass.

(14) “Secretary” means the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

(d) Administration of Program; eligibility.
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(1) The Vermont Economic Development Authority shall administer a
Program according to the terms of a memorandum of understanding with the
Agency of Agriculture, Food, and Markets and shall approve applications for
assistance under this section to offset the economic harm incurred due to the
COVID-19 public health emergency.

(2) In order to qualify for assistance under this section, an eligible
applicant shall:

(A) be currently operating a farm, a commercial processing facility, a
commercial slaughterhouse, or a farmers’ market;

(B) be in good standing; and

(C) accurately demonstrate to the Vermont Economic Development
Authority the economic harm that occurred or accrued on or after March 1,
2020 and before December 1, 2020 by providing evidence of losses or
expenses related to business interruption caused by the COVID-19 public
health emergency.

(3) Based on federal law and guidance, the Vermont Economic
Development Authority, in consultation with the Agency of Agriculture, Food
and Markets, shall establish guidelines identifying the specific types of costs
for which grant recipients may use grant funds, provided that essential
operating expenses to respond to the COVID-19 public health emergency and
maintain operation of an eligible applicant shall be eligible uses of grants
under this section.

(4) Economic harm is not compensable under this section if the same
economic harm is covered by insurance or if the economic harm was
compensated under another State or federal grant; provided, however, that this
restriction does not apply to loans or advance payments for which repayment is
expected.

(5) An eligible applicant shall not receive an award under this section if
the applicant had a net business profit between March 1, 2020 and August 1,
2020.

(e) Implementation.

(1) The Vermont Economic Development Authority shall create an
application form that eligible applicants shall utilize when applying for relief.
Eligible applicants shall certify that all information they provide is truthful and
accurate to the best of their knowledge, information, and belief.

(3) The Vermont Economic Development Authority shall, based on the
amount of economic harm incurred by the eligible applicant on the date the
application is received, provide up to the maximum award. Applications shall
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be processed in the order received, but an application shall not be ready for
evaluation until the Vermont Economic Development Authority determines
that the application is administratively complete and includes all required
proof of economic harm.

(4) The Vermont Economic Development Authority may use not less
than five percent and up to 8 percent of the appropriation for this Program for
administrative costs of implementing and administering the Program provided
that the expenses represent an increase over previously budgeted amounts and
are limited to what is necessary.

(f) Payment; maximum award.

(1) Until all funds appropriated to the Program are awarded, the
Vermont Economic Development Authority shall award grant payments to
reimburse eligible applicants for demonstrated economic harm as follows
based on annual gross sales:

(A) Eligible applicants with annual gross sales of $10,000.00 to
$24,999.00 shall receive up to $2,500.00.

(B) Eligible applicants with annual gross sales of $25,000.00 to
$49,999.00 shall receive up to $5,000.00.

(C) Eligible applicants with annual gross sales of $50,000.00 to
$99,999.00 shall receive up to $10,000.00.

(D) Eligible applicants with annual gross sales of $100,000.00 or
more shall receive up to $20,000.00.

(2) An eligible applicant shall be evaluated according to the information
regarding the applicant known to the Secretary or the Vermont Economic
Development Authority as of March 1, 2020 or according to information
required to be submitted as part of the application.

(g) Application; processing.

(1) Once an eligible applicant submits a complete application and
demonstrates economic harm, the Vermont Economic Development Authority
shall promptly approve a grant payment, provided that the appropriated funds
have not been expended. Applications shall be submitted not later than
October 1, 2020, and the last payment may be a partial payment consisting of
the remaining available funds.

(2) Each assistance payment shall be a direct grant payment from the
State Treasurer to an eligible applicant. Eligible applicants shall not submit
more than one application per each separate farm or business owned or
controlled by the producer or processor.
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(h) Program terms and limitations.

(1) The Vermont Economic Development Authority shall approve grant
payments under this section on a first-come, first-served basis until funds are
expended or December 20, 2020, whichever is sooner.

(2) The name of an eligible applicant that receives an award under this
section and the amount of the award are public records subject to inspection
and copying under the Public Records Act.

(3) Any application documents of an eligible applicant containing
federal identification numbers and sales amounts are subject to the
confidentiality provisions of 32 V.S.A. § 3102 and are return information
under that section.

(4) Data and information submitted to the Secretary or to the Vermont
Economic Development Authority by an eligible applicant under this section
to demonstrate economic harm shall be a trade secret exempt from public
inspection and copying under 1 V.S.A. § 317(c)(9), provided that:

(A) the Secretary or the Vermont Economic Development Authority
may use and disclose such information in summary or aggregated form that
does not directly or indirectly identify an individual eligible applicant; and

(B) the Vermont Economic Development Authority shall provide to
the Secretary the name and contact information of any eligible applicant that
receives an award under this section so that the Secretary may begin to
establish a database or record of the non-dairy agricultural producers,
commercial processors, commercial slaughterhouses, and farmers’ markets in
the State.

(5) Notwithstanding any law or State grant requirement to the contrary,
an eligible applicant shall not be denied participation in the Program or have a
payment withheld, set off, or reduced for failure to be in full compliance with
any obligation to pay any or all taxes due to the State of Vermont.

* * * Assistance Outreach * * *

Sec. 8. EDUCATION AND OUTREACH; AGRICULTURAL

ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS; REPORTING; REVERSION

(a) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets, in consultation with
interested parties and partner organizations, shall conduct outreach and
education regarding the availability of financial assistance to farmers and
agricultural processors under the Dairy Assistance Program and the Non-dairy
Agricultural Producer and Processor Assistance Program established under this
act.
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(b) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall prepare a short
survey that applicants under the Dairy Assistance Program and the Non-dairy
Agricultural Producer and Processor Assistance Program established under this
act shall complete to help identify farmers and agricultural processors that are
interested in technical assistance, succession planning, or similar services
provided by the State and its agricultural partners.

(c) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets, beginning on July 1,
2020 and ending on January 1, 2021, shall report to the Senate Committees on
Agriculture and on Appropriations and the House Committees on Agriculture
and Forestry and on Appropriations on the first day of each month regarding
the status of the Dairy Assistance Program and the Non-dairy Agricultural
Producer and Processor Assistance Program established by this act. The report
shall include:

(1) the number of applicants for assistance in each month and overall;
and

(2) the amount of grant funds awarded under each program.

(d) In the September 1, 2020 report required under subsection (c) of this
section, the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall provide an
accounting of the funds remaining to be appropriated under the Non-dairy
Agricultural Producer and Processor Assistance Program. If Non-dairy
Agricultural Producer and Processor Assistance Program funds remain
unappropriated on September 15, 2020, the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and
Markets may reallocate funds from the Non-dairy Agricultural Producer and
Processor Assistance Program for award under the Dairy Assistance Program.

* * * Forest Economy Stabilization Grants * * *

Sec. 9. FOREST ECONOMY STABILIZATION GRANT PROGRAM;

CORONAVIRUS RELIEF FUND; APPROPRIATION

(a) The sum of $5,000,000.00 is appropriated from the Coronavirus Relief
Fund to the Agency of Natural Resources in fiscal year 2021 for the purpose of
establishing the Forest Economy Stabilization Grant Program as set forth in
this section. The Agency of Natural Resources shall enter into memorandum
of understanding with the Vermont Economic Development Authority for the
implementation and administration of the Forest Economy Stabilization Grant
Program.

(b) The General Assembly determines that the expenditure of monies
from the Coronavirus Relief Fund as set forth in this section is necessary to
stabilize forest products businesses due to lost revenues and expenses related to
the business interruptions caused by the COVID-19 public health emergency.
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Low-grade wood constitutes nearly three-quarters of the annual timber harvest
in Vermont, and low-grade wood is a key component to paper making.
However, the COVID-19 public health emergency has reduced market demand
for paper in offices, schools, institutions, advertising, and many other outlets.
As a result, millions of tons of unsold paper are stockpiled in warehouses at
paper mills, thereby freezing the supply chain for paper making and other
associated products harvested and processed from Vermont forests. In
addition, low-grade pulpwood chips that would have been used to make paper
are being diverted to wood-fired electric plants, thereby displacing the use of
whole-tree chips normally supplied by logging contractors delivering whole-
tree chips. As a result of these market and supply chain disruptions caused by
the COVID-19 public health emergency, forest products businesses are
suffering significant business interruptions that restrict the ability of logging
contractors to harvest, limit timber sales, diminish landowner return, reduce
the supply of forest products to processors that have viable markets, and
significantly reduce the need for services from haulers, foresters, and other
forest products businesses.

(c) As used in this section:

(1) “Economic harm” means a forest products business’s expenses or
lost revenues, or both, related to the 2020 COVID-19 public health emergency.

(2) “Forest products business” means a Vermont enterprise that is
primarily engaged in managing, harvesting, trucking, processing,
manufacturing, crafting, or distributing forest or wood products derived from
Vermont forests. “Forest products business” includes consulting forestry
services and secondary manufacturers of wood products.

(d)(1) The Vermont Economic Development Authority shall administer the
Forest Economy Stabilization Grant Program according to the terms of the
memorandum of understanding with the Agency of Natural Resources and
shall approve application for assistance under this section for eligible forest
products businesses that have suffered economic harm.

(2) A forest products business shall qualify for assistance under the
Program if the business:

(A) was operating in the State on or before February 1, 2020; and

(B) accurately demonstrates to the Vermont Economic Development
Authority economic harm that occurred or accrued on or after March 1, 2020
and before December 1, 2020 by providing evidence of lost revenues or
expenses related to business interruption caused by the COVID-19 public
health emergency.
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(3) Based on federal law and guidance, the Vermont Economic
Development Authority, in consultation with the Department of Forests, Parks,
and Recreation, shall establish guidelines identifying the specific types of costs
for which grant recipients may use grant funds, provided that essential
operating expenses to respond to the COVID-19 public health emergency and
maintain operation of a forest products business shall be eligible uses of grants
under this section.

(4) Economic harm is not compensable under this section if the same
economic harm is covered by insurance or if the economic harm was
compensated under another State or federal grant; provided, however, that this
restriction does not apply to loans or advance payments for which repayment is
expected.

(e)(1) The Vermont Economic Development Authority, in consultation
with the Department of Forests, Parks, and Recreation, shall create an
application form that forest products businesses shall utilize when applying for
assistance. Applicants shall certify that all information they provide is truthful
and accurate to the best of their knowledge, information, and belief.

(2) The Vermont Economic Development Authority shall, based on the
amount of economic harm incurred by the forest products business on the date
the application is received, provide up to the maximum award permitted under
this section. Applications shall be processed in the order received, but an
application shall not be ready for evaluation until the Vermont Economic
Development Authority determines that the application is administratively
complete and includes all required proof of economic harm.

(3) Until all funds appropriated to the Forest Economy Stabilization
Grant Program are awarded, the Vermont Economic Development Authority
shall approve applications for grants to reimburse qualified forest products
businesses for demonstrated economic harm up to the maximum amount of
$100,000.00 for each eligible forest products business.

(4) Grants to be awarded pursuant to this section shall be disbursed as a
single payment. All funds shall be disbursed, and cover economic harm
incurred, on or before December 30, 2020 as required by the CARES Act.

(5) The Vermont Economic Development Authority may use not less

than five percent and up to 8 percent of the appropriation for this Program for

administrative costs of implementing and administering the Program provided
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that the expenses represent an increase over previously budgeted amounts and

are limited to what is necessary.

(f)(1) The Vermont Economic Development Authority shall approve
applications for grant payments under this section on a first-come, first-served
basis until all funds are expended or December 20, 2020, whichever is sooner.
Each grant payment shall be a direct grant payment from the State Treasurer to
an eligible applicant.

(2) Any application documents of a forest products business containing
federal identification numbers and sales amounts are subject to the
confidentiality provisions of 32 V.S.A. § 3102 and are return information
under that section.

(3) Data submitted to the Secretary by a forest products business under
this section to demonstrate economic harm shall be a trade secret exempt from
public inspection and copying under 1 V.S.A. § 317(c)(9), provided that the
Secretary may use and disclose submitted information in summary or
aggregated form that does not directly or indirectly identify an individual
forest products business.

(g) On or before July 31, 2020, the Agency of Natural Resources shall
provide information to the House Committees on Appropriations, on
Agriculture and Forestry, and on Natural Resources, Fish and Wildlife and the
Senate Committees on Appropriations, on Agriculture, and on Natural
Resources and Energy regarding the Vermont Economic Development
Authority’s distribution of Forest Economy Stabilization Grant Program grant
funds to date, including the types of enterprises awarded funds, the aggregate
amounts awarded by enterprise, and the aggregate amounts awarded by
geographic region of the State. The Vermont Economic Development
Authority shall provide an updated version of the report required under this
section to the General Assembly on or before September 1, 2020 and on or
before January 1, 2021.

* * * Farm Worker Safety * * *

Sec. 10. FARMWORKER HEALTH AND SAFETY; CORONAVIRUS;

AVAILABILITY

The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets, after consultation with the
Department of Labor and the Vermont Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (VOSHA), shall post on the Agency of Agriculture, Food and
Markets’ website educational material available from VOSHA related to farm
worker health and safety, including VOSHA’s recommended best practices or
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preventative measures farm workers should implement to address the threat to
health and safety posed by the COVID-19 coronavirus and other similar threats
to health and safety. The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall
post the English and Spanish language versions of the VOSHA educational
material required under this section and shall provide links or references on
how to obtain the material from VOSHA in other languages.

* * * VHCB; COVID-19 Business Consulting for Farms * * *

Sec. 11. APPROPRIATIONS; VHCB; COVID-19 CONSULTING

SERVICES FOR FARM AND FOOD BUSINESSES

In addition to funds appropriated in fiscal year 2021 to the Vermont
Housing and Conservation Board (VHCB), $192,000.00 is appropriated to
VHCB from the Coronavirus Relief Fund to provide business, financial, and
mental health assistance to farm and food businesses that suffered losses or
expenses due to business interruptions caused by the COVID-19 public health
emergency. Consulting services shall include information and assistance with
accessing federal and State COVID-19 relief funds, access to additional
markets, diversification of income streams, access to mental health services,
and other assistance farm and food businesses may require to address or
recover from business interruption caused by the COVID-19 public health
emergency.

* * * VHCB; Authority * * *

Sec. 12. 10 V.S.A. § 321 is amended to read:

§ 321. GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES

(a) The Board shall have all the powers necessary and convenient to carry
out and effectuate the purposes and provisions of this chapter, including those
general powers provided to a business corporation by Title 11A and those
general powers provided to a nonprofit corporation by Title 11B and including,
without limitation of the general powers under Titles 11A and 11B, the power
to:

(1) upon application from an eligible applicant in a form prescribed by
the Board, provide funding in the form of grants or loans for eligible activities;

(2) enter into cooperative agreements with private organizations or
individuals or with any agency or instrumentality of the United States or of
this State to carry out the purposes of this chapter;

(3) issue rules in accordance with 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 for the purpose of
administering the provisions of this chapter; and
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(4) transfer funds to the Department of Housing and Community
Development to carry out the purposes of this chapter;

(5) make and execute all legal documents necessary or convenient for
the exercise of its powers and functions under this chapter, including legal
documents that may be made and executed with the State or any of its agencies
or instrumentalities, with the United States or any of its agencies or
instrumentalities or with private corporations or individuals;

(6) receive and accept grants from any source to be held, used, or
applied or awarded to carry out the purposes of this chapter subject to the
conditions upon which the grants, aid, or contributions may be made;

(7) make and publish rules and regulations respecting its housing
programs and such other rules and regulations as are necessary to effectuate its
corporate purposes; and

(8) do any and all things necessary or convenient to effectuate the
purposes and provisions of this chapter and to carry out its purposes and
exercise the powers given and granted in this chapter.

(b)(1) The Board shall seek out and fund nonprofit organizations and
municipalities that can assist any region of the State that has high housing
prices, high unemployment, and or low per capita incomes in obtaining grants
and loans under this chapter for perpetually affordable housing.

(2) The Board shall administer the “HOME” affordable housing
program which that was enacted under Title II of the Cranston-Gonzalez
National Affordable Housing Act (Title II, P.L. 101-625, 42 U.S.C. 12701-
12839). The State of Vermont, as a participating jurisdiction designated by
Department of Housing and Urban Development, shall enter into a written
memorandum of understanding with the Board, as subrecipient, authorizing
the use of HOME funds for eligible activities in accordance with applicable
federal law and regulations. HOME funds shall be used to implement and
effectuate the policies and purposes of this chapter related to affordable
housing. The memorandum of understanding shall include performance
measures and results that the Board will annually report on to the Vermont
Department of Housing and Community Development.

(c) On behalf of the State of Vermont, the Board shall be the exclusive
designated entity to seek and administer federal affordable housing funds
available from the Department of Housing and Urban Development under
the national Housing Trust Fund which that was enacted under HR 3221,
Division A, Title 1, Subtitle B, Section 1131 of the Housing and Economic
Reform Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-289) to increase perpetually affordable rental
housing and home ownership for low and very low income families. The
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Board is also authorized to receive and administer federal funds or enter into
cooperative agreements for a shared appreciation and/or community land trust
demonstration program that increases perpetually affordable homeownership
options for lower income Vermonters and promotes such options both within
and outside Vermont.

(d) On behalf of the State of Vermont, the Board shall seek and administer
federal farmland protection and forestland conservation funds to facilitate the
acquisition of interests in land to protect and preserve in perpetuity important
farmland for future agricultural use and forestland for future forestry use.
Such funds shall be used to implement and effectuate the policies and purposes
of this chapter. In seeking federal farmland protection and forestland
conservation funds under this subsection, the Board shall seek to maximize
State participation in the federal Wetlands Reserve Program and such other
programs as is appropriate to allow for increased or additional implementation
of conservation practices on farmland and forestland protected or preserved
under this chapter.

(e) The Board shall inform all grant applicants and recipients of funds
derived from the annual capital appropriations and State bonding act of the
following: “The Vermont Housing and Conservation Trust Fund is funded by
the taxpayers of the State of Vermont, at the direction of the General
Assembly, through the annual Capital Appropriation and State Bonding Act.”
An appropriate placard shall, if feasible, be displayed at the location of the
proposed grant activity.

Sec. 13. 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 77, Sec. 12 is amended to read:

Sec. 12. REPEALS REPEAL

(a) 10 V.S.A. chapter 15, subchapter 4 (Rural Economic Development
Initiative) shall be repealed on July 1, 2021; and

(b) 6 V.S.A. § 4828(d) (phosphorus removal grant criteria) shall be
repealed on July 1, 2023.

* * * Effective Date * * *

Sec. 14. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

Pending the question, Shall the House propose to the Senate to amend the
bill as recommended by the committee on Appropriations? Reps. Gregoire of
Fairfield, Donahue of Northfield, Harrison of Chittenden, Hango of
Berkshire, Gamache of Swanton, Higley of Lowell, LaClair of Barre
Town, Leffler of Enosburgh, Mattos of Milton, Morrissey of Bennington,
Page of Newport City, Rosenquist of Georgia, Savage of Swanton and
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Toof of St. Albans Town moved to amend the report of the committee on
Appropriations by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

* * * Purpose * * *

Sec. 1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this act is to appropriate the following amounts to farming
and forest businesses for losses, or expenses, or both, incurred as a result of the
COVID-19 public health emergency:

(1) $35,000,000.00 for the Dairy Assistance Program established under
this act, provided that from the appropriated funds, $29,500,000.00 shall be
available for grant awards to milk producers, and $5,500,000 shall be available
for awards to dairy processors;

(2) $5,000,000.00 for the Non-dairy Agricultural Producer and
Processor Assistance Program established under this act;

(3) $5,000,000.00 for the Forest Economy Stabilization Grant Program
established under this act; and

(4) $192,000.00 to the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board to
provide business, financial, and mental health assistance to farm and food
businesses.

* * * Coronavirus Relief Fund; Administrative Provisions * * *

Sec. 2. CONSISTENCY WITH CARES ACT AND GUIDANCE

The General Assembly determines that the expenditure of monies from the
Coronavirus Relief Fund as set forth in this act complies with the requirements
of Sec. 5001 of the CARES Act, Pub. L. No. 116-136 and related guidance
because the economic harm to be covered:

(1) is necessary expenditures incurred due to the public health
emergency with respect to Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19);

(2) was not accounted for in Vermont’s fiscal year 2020 budget; and

(3) was, or will be, incurred during the period beginning on March 1,
2020 and ending on December 30, 2020.

Sec. 3. GRANT RECIPIENT REQUIREMENTS; REVERSION AND

REALLOCATION SCHEDULE

All appropriations made from the State’s Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF)
in this and other bills passed after March 1, 2020 as part of the 2020
legislative session are made with the knowledge that the statutory and
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regulatory context is constantly changing. Additional federal legislation may
further change the potential for and appropriateness of CRF usage. As a
result:

(1) Appropriations from the CRF are subject to changes in source of
funds that may occur as the result of subsequent legislation or through
administrative actions, where permissible by law.

(2) Specific CRF uses may need to change based on changes to federal
laws or on revised or updated federal guidance.

(3) It is the responsibility of all entities receiving CRF monies to ensure
compliance with all federal guidelines as to CRF spending and use.

(4) Unless otherwise authorized by the Commissioner of Finance and
Management, any monies appropriated from the CRF shall revert to the CRF
to the extent that they have not been expended on or before December 20,
2020 to enable reallocation.

Sec. 4. CORONAVIRUS RELIEF FUND GRANTS; CONDITIONS

(a) Any person receiving a grant comprising monies from the Coronavirus
Relief Fund shall use the monies only for purposes that comply with the
requirements of Sec. 5001 of the CARES Act, Pub. L. No. 116-136 and related
guidance.

(b) Any person who expends monies from the Coronavirus Relief Fund for
purposes not eligible under Sec. 5001 of the CARES Act, Pub. L. No. 116-136
and related guidance shall be liable for repayment of the funds to the State of
Vermont; provided, however, that a person shall not be liable for such
repayment if the person expended the monies in good faith reliance on
authorization of the proposed expenditure or specific guidance from the
agency or department administering the grant program.

(c) The Attorney General or a State agency or department administering a
grant program established or authorized under this act may seek appropriate
criminal or civil penalties as authorized by law for a violation of the terms or
conditions of the applicable program, grant, or award.

Sec. 5. CORONAVIRUS RELIEF FUND; RECORD KEEPING;

COMPLIANCE; REPORTS

(a) In order to ensure compliance with the requirements of Sec. 5001 of the
CARES Act, Pub. L. No. 116-136 and related guidance, and to assist the State
in demonstrating such compliance:

(1) any agency or department, and any subrecipient of a grant, that is
authorized to disburse grant funds appropriated by this act shall include
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standard audit provisions, as required by Agency of Administration Bulletins
3.5 and 5, in all contracts, loans, and grant agreements; and

(2) each grant recipient shall report on its use of the monies received
pursuant to this act to the agency or department administering the grant as
required by that agency or department and shall maintain records of its
expenditures of the monies for three years, or for a longer period if so required
by State or federal law, to enable verification as needed.

(b) Unless otherwise provided under this act, on or before July 31, 2020
and September 1, 2020, each agency or department administering a grant
program pursuant to this act shall provide information to the legislative
committees of jurisdiction, including the House and Senate Committees on
Appropriations, regarding its distribution of grant funds to date, the amount of
grant funds that remains available for distribution, and its plans for awarding
the available funds on or before December 20, 2020.

* * * Dairy Assistance Program * * *

Sec. 6. DAIRY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM; COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH

EMERGENCY; APPROPRIATION

(a) Appropriation. The sum of $35,000,000.00 is appropriated from the
Coronavirus Relief Fund to the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets in
fiscal year 2021 for the purpose of establishing the Dairy Assistance Program
as set forth in this section. Of the funds appropriated under this section,
$29,500,000.00 shall be available for grant awards to milk producers, and
$5,500,000 shall be available for awards to dairy processors.

(b) Necessity. The General Assembly determines that the expenditure of
monies from the Coronavirus Relief Fund as set forth in this section is
necessary to stabilize milk producers and dairy processors based on their lost
revenues related to business interruption caused by the COVID-19 public
health emergency.

(c) Definitions. As used in this section:

(1) “Animal feeding operation” (AFO) means a lot or facility where
livestock have been, are, or will be stabled or confined and fed or maintained
for a total of 45 days or more in any 12-month period, and crops, vegetation,
or forage growth are not sustained in the normal growing season over any
portion of the lot or facility. Two or more individual farms qualifying as an
AFO that are under common ownership and that adjoin each other or use a
common area or system for the disposal of waste shall be considered to be a
single AFO if the combined number of livestock resulting qualifies as a
medium farm as that term is defined under this subsection.
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(2) “Certified small farm” means a small farm with at least 50 mature
dairy cows required to certify compliance with the Required Agricultural
Practices under 6 V.S.A. § 4871 and so certified as of March 1, 2020.

(3) “Dairy processor” means a person, partnership, unincorporated
association, or corporation who owns or controls any place, premises, or
establishment where butter, cheese, cream, buttermilk, infant formula, ice
cream, yogurt, or other dairy products identified by rule by the Secretary are
processed for sale.

(4) “Economic harm” means a milk producer’s or dairy processor’s
expenses or lost revenues, or both related to the 2020 COVID-19 public health
emergency.

(5) “Goat or sheep dairy farm” means any place or premises where one
or more dairy goats or dairy sheep, or both, are kept and where a part or all of
the milk from the animals is sold or offered for sale.

(6) “Good standing” means a participant in the Program administered
under this section:

(A) that does not have an active enforcement violation that has
reached a final order with the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets or the
Agency of Natural Resources; and

(B) that is in compliance with all terms of a current grant agreement
or contract with the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets or the Agency
of Natural Resources.

(7) “Large farm” means an AFO that houses 700 or more mature dairy
animals and where a part or all of the milk from the dairy animals is sold or
offered for sale.

(8) “Medium farm” means an AFO that houses 200 to 699 mature dairy
animals and where a part or all of the milk from the dairy animals is sold or
offered for sale.

(9) “Milk producer” or “producer” means a person, partnership,
unincorporated association, or corporation who owns or controls one or more
dairy cows, dairy goats, or dairy sheep and sells or offers for sale a part or all
of the milk produced by the animals.

(10) “Secretary” means the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets
or designee.

(11) “Small farm” means:

(A) an AFO that houses not more than 199 mature dairy cows; or
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(B) a goat or sheep dairy farm where a part or all of the milk from
the animals is sold or offered for sale.

(d) Program establishment; eligibility.

(1) There is established within the Agency of Agriculture, Food and
Markets a Dairy Assistance Program (Program) to provide financial assistance
to milk producers and dairy processors that have suffered economic harm in
Vermont caused by the COVID-19 public health emergency.

(2) A milk producer or dairy processor shall be eligible to qualify for
assistance under this section if:

(A)(i) the milk producer or dairy processor is currently producing
milk or dairy products; or

(ii) the milk producer was producing milk on March 1, 2020, and
subsequently ceased production, but submits to the Secretary a good faith plan
to restart production of milk or a plan to restart operation through production
of another commodity;

(B) the milk producer or dairy processor is in good standing; and

(C) the milk producer or dairy processor accurately demonstrates to
the Secretary economic harm that occurred or accrued on or after March 1,
2020 and before December 1, 2020 by providing evidence of lost revenues or
expenses related to business interruption caused by the COVID-19 public
health emergency.

(3) A milk producer may elect to have its economic harm determined by
calculating the difference between what the producer was paid for milk
produced between March 1, 2020 and December 1, 2020 and the price that the
producer would have been paid if the price for milk remained at the statistical
uniform price of $18.13 hundredweight for the Middlebury location in January
of 2020, or the milk producer may enter its own verifiable average price for
March through December 2020 and calculate the difference to its own
verifiable average price for January 2020 as well as added costs or expenses
related to the COVID-19 public health emergency.

(4) Economic harm is not compensable under this section if the same
economic harm is covered by insurance or if the economic harm was
compensated under another State or federal grant; provided, however, that this
restriction does not apply to loans or advance payments for which repayment is
expected.

(e) Administration; implementation.
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(1) The Program shall be administered by the Agency of Agriculture,
Food and Markets, which shall award available funds to milk producers or
dairy processors that demonstrate economic harm.

(2) The Secretary shall create an application form that milk producers
and dairy processors shall utilize when applying for assistance. Applicants
shall certify that all information they provide is truthful and accurate to the
best of their knowledge, information, and belief.

(3) The Secretary shall, based on the amount of economic harm incurred
by the milk producer or dairy processor on the date the application is received,
provide up to the maximum award permitted for each type of qualified farm or
processor tier. Applications shall be processed in the order received, but an
application shall not be ready for evaluation until the Secretary determines that
the application is administratively complete and includes all required proof of
economic harm.

(f) Payment; maximum award.

(1) Until all funds appropriated to the Program for milk producers are
awarded, the Secretary shall award assistance as grants to reimburse qualified
milk producers for demonstrated economic harm up to the following
maximum amounts:

(A) Small farms shall receive up to $30,000.00.

(B) Certified small farms shall receive up to $50,00.00.

(C) Medium farms shall receive up to $65,000.00.

(D) Large farms shall receive up to $130,000.00.

(2) Until all funds appropriated to the Program for dairy processors are
awarded, the Secretary shall award payments as grants to reimburse qualified
dairy processors for demonstrated economic harm up to the following
maximum amounts:

(A) Dairy processors that process less than 500 pounds of milk per
day shall receive up to $45,000.00.

(B) Dairy processors that process from 500 to 9,999 pounds of milk
per day shall receive up to $58,000.00.

(C) Dairy processors that process from 10,000 to 49,999 pounds of
milk per day shall receive up to $70,000.00.

(D) Dairy processors that process 50,000 pounds or more of milk per
day shall receive up to $90,000.00.
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(3) To determine maximum grant eligibility, each milk producer shall be
evaluated within the farm type known to the Secretary as of March 1, 2020,
and each dairy processor shall be evaluated within the milk processing size
known to the Secretary as of March 1, 2020.

(g) Application; processing.

(1) Once a milk producer or dairy processor submits a complete
application and demonstrates economic harm, the Secretary shall promptly
issue a grant payment, provided that the appropriated funds have not been
expended. Initial applications shall be submitted not later than October 1,
2020, and the last grant payment may be a partial payment consisting of the
remaining available funds.

(2) Whenever a milk producer or dairy processor has not demonstrated
economic harm equal to or greater than the maximum allowed disbursement
for its category, the application shall remain pending for a potential future
showing of additional economic harm. Qualified milk producers or dairy
processors that incur additional economic harm after the date of their initial
application may file with the Secretary an addendum to demonstrate
subsequent economic harm. The Secretary shall create an addendum form that
milk producers and dairy processors shall utilize when applying for additional
relief. Milk producers and dairy processors shall certify that all information
they provide is truthful and accurate to the best of their knowledge,
information, and belief. Eligible milk producers or dairy processors may
submit an addendum to their initial application on or before October 1, 2020 to
show any additional economic harm eligible for compensatory payment. No
milk producer or dairy processor shall receive total grant payments that exceed
the maximum allowed grant payment.

(3) All submitted initial applications shall be processed before
considering addenda demonstrating additional economic harm, and each
addendum shall be processed in the order received. An addendum shall not be
ready for evaluation until the Secretary receives all required proof of economic
harm and deems the application administratively complete. Once an eligible
milk producer or dairy processor submits a complete addendum and
demonstrates additional economic harm, the Secretary shall promptly issue a
payment, provided that the appropriated funds have not been expended. The
last payment may be a partial payment consisting of the remaining available
funds.

(4) Each grant award shall be a direct payment from the State of
Vermont to a milk producer or dairy processor. Except as provided under this
section, a dairy processor shall not submit more than one application, and a
milk producer shall not submit more than one application per each separate
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farm owned or controlled by the producer. A person who is both a milk
producer and a dairy processor may submit one application as a milk producer
and one as a dairy processor when each business is organized as a separate
business entity. A person that is both a milk producer and a dairy processor
but is not organized as separate business entities shall submit one application
for assistance under this section, but will be eligible for assistance as a milk
producer and a dairy processor, provided that the total assistance awarded
under this section shall not exceed the total economic harm incurred by the
applicant. The Secretary may ask an applicant that is both a milk producer and
a dairy processor but is not organized as separate business entities to submit
separate applications as a milk producer and a dairy processor if separate
applications are more administratively efficient. A milk producer or dairy
processor that does not initially qualify for the maximum allowed payment
may submit an addendum to demonstrate additional economic harm not later
than October 1, 2020.

(h) Program terms and limitations.

(1) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall issue grant
payments under this section on a first-come, first-served basis until all funds
are expended or December 20, 2020, whichever is sooner.

(2) The name of a milk producer or dairy processor that receives an
award under this section and the amount of the award are public records
subject to inspection and copying under the Public Records Act.

(3) Any application documents of a milk producer or dairy processor
containing federal identification numbers and sales amounts are subject to the
confidentiality provisions of 32 V.S.A. § 3102 and are return information
under that section.

(4) Data or information submitted to the Secretary by a milk producer
or dairy processor under this section to demonstrate economic harm shall be a
trade secret exempt from public inspection and copying under 1 V.S.A.
§ 317(c)(9), provided that the Secretary may use and disclose submitted
information in summary or aggregated form that does not directly or indirectly
identify an individual milk producer or dairy processor.

(5) Notwithstanding any law or State grant requirement to the contrary,
a milk producer or dairy processor shall not be denied participation in the
Program or have a payment withheld, set off, or reduced for failure to be in
full compliance with any obligation to pay any or all taxes due to the State of
Vermont.

* * * Non-dairy Agricultural Producer and Processor Assistance Program * * *

Sec. 7. NON-DAIRY AGRICULTURAL PRODUCER AND PROCESSOR
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ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

(a) Appropriations. The sum of $5,000,000.00 is appropriated from the
Coronavirus Relief Fund to the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets in
fiscal year 2021 for the purpose of establishing the Non-dairy Agricultural
Producer and Processor Assistance Program as set forth in this section. The
Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall enter into a memorandum of
understanding with the Vermont Economic Development Authority for the
implementation and administration of the Non-dairy Agricultural Producer and
Processor Assistance Program.

(b) Necessity. The General Assembly determines that the expenditure of
monies from the Coronavirus Relief Fund as set forth in this section is
necessary to stabilize agricultural producers, commercial processors,
commercial slaughterhouses, and farmers’ markets based on their lost revenues
and expenses related to business interruption caused by the COVID-19 public
health emergency.

(c) Definitions. As used in this section:

(1) “Agricultural producer” means a farmer who is not eligible for
assistance under the Dairy Assistance Program established under this act and
who has produced a gross annual income of $10,000.00 from the sale of
agricultural products, livestock, livestock products, or poultry products in one
of the two, or three of the five, calendar years preceding submission of an
application under this section.

(2) “Agricultural product” means any raw agricultural commodity, as
defined in 6 V.S.A. § 21(6), that is principally produced on a farm and
includes products prepared from the raw agricultural commodities principally
produced on the farm.

(3) “Commercial processor” means any person who maintains an
establishment regulated under 6 V.S.A. chapter 204 for the purpose of
processing livestock, meat, meat food product, poultry, or poultry product
other than for the exclusive use in the household of the owner of the
commodity, by him or her and members of his or her household and his or her
nonpaying guests and employees.

(4) “Commercial slaughterhouse” means any person engaged in the
business of slaughtering livestock or poultry other than as a custom slaughterer
or a person conducting slaughter under 6 V.S.A. § 3312(b), (c), or (d).

(5) “Economic harm” means an eligible applicant’s expenses or lost
revenue, or both, related to the 2020 COVID-19 public health emergency.
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(6) “Eligible applicant” means any agricultural producer, commercial
processor, commercial slaughterhouse, or farmers’ market that suffered
qualifying economic harm under this section.

(7) “Farmer” means a person who is engaged in farming and subject to
the Required Agricultural Practices Rule.

(8) “Farmers’ market” means an event or series of events at which two
or more vendors of agricultural products, as defined in 11 V.S.A. § 991, gather
for purposes of offering for sale to the public their agricultural products.

(9) “Farming” has the same meaning as in 10 V.S.A. § 6001.

(10) “Good standing” means a participant in the Program administered
under this section:

(A) that does not have an active enforcement violation that has
reached a final order with the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets or the
Agency of Natural Resources; and

(B) that is in compliance with all terms of a current grant agreement
or contract with the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets or the Agency
of Natural Resources.

(11) “Livestock” means cattle, cow/calf pairs, youngstock, heifers,
bulls, American bison, swine, sheep, goats, horses, cervids, camelids, ratites,
rabbits, pheasants, chukar partridge, coturnix quail, laying hens, broilers,
ducks, turkeys, or any other type of fowl as designated by the Secretary.

(12) “Livestock product” means any carcass, or part of a carcass, meat,
or meat food product of any livestock.

(13) “Poultry product” means any poultry carcass or part of a carcass; or
any product that is made wholly or in part from any poultry carcass or part of a
carcass.

(14) “Secretary” means the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

(d) Administration of Program; eligibility.

(1) The Vermont Economic Development Authority shall administer a
Program according to the terms of a memorandum of understanding with the
Agency of Agriculture, Food, and Markets and shall approve applications for
assistance under this section to offset the economic harm incurred due to the
COVID-19 public health emergency.

(2) In order to qualify for assistance under this section, an eligible
applicant shall:
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(A) be currently operating a farm, a commercial processing facility, a
commercial slaughterhouse, or a farmers’ market;

(B) be in good standing; and

(C) accurately demonstrate to the Vermont Economic Development
Authority the economic harm that occurred or accrued on or after March 1,
2020 and before December 1, 2020 by providing evidence of losses or
expenses related to business interruption caused by the COVID-19 public
health emergency.

(3) Based on federal law and guidance, the Vermont Economic
Development Authority, in consultation with the Agency of Agriculture, Food
and Markets, shall establish guidelines identifying the specific types of costs
for which grant recipients may use grant funds, provided that essential
operating expenses to respond to the COVID-19 public health emergency and
maintain operation of an eligible applicant shall be eligible uses of grants
under this section.

(4) Economic harm is not compensable under this section if the same
economic harm is covered by insurance or if the economic harm was
compensated under another State or federal grant; provided, however, that this
restriction does not apply to loans or advance payments for which repayment is
expected.

(5) An eligible applicant shall not receive an award under this section if
the applicant had a net business profit between March 1, 2020 and August 1,
2020.

(e) Implementation.

(1) The Vermont Economic Development Authority shall create an
application form that eligible applicants shall utilize when applying for relief.
Eligible applicants shall certify that all information they provide is truthful and
accurate to the best of their knowledge, information, and belief.

(3) The Vermont Economic Development Authority shall, based on the
amount of economic harm incurred by the eligible applicant on the date the
application is received, provide up to the maximum award. Applications shall
be processed in the order received, but an application shall not be ready for
evaluation until the Vermont Economic Development Authority determines
that the application is administratively complete and includes all required
proof of economic harm.

(4) The Vermont Economic Development Authority may use not less
than five percent and up to 8 percent of the appropriation for this Program for
administrative costs of implementing and administering the Program provided



1383 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24, 2020

that the expenses represent an increase over previously budgeted amounts and
are limited to what is necessary.

(f) Payment; maximum award.

(1) Until all funds appropriated to the Program are awarded, the
Vermont Economic Development Authority shall award grant payments to
reimburse eligible applicants for demonstrated economic harm as follows
based on annual gross sales:

(A) Eligible applicants with annual gross sales of $10,000.00 to
$24,999.00 shall receive up to $2,500.00.

(B) Eligible applicants with annual gross sales of $25,000.00 to
$49,999.00 shall receive up to $5,000.00.

(C) Eligible applicants with annual gross sales of $50,000.00 to
$99,999.00 shall receive up to $10,000.00.

(D) Eligible applicants with annual gross sales of $100,000.00 or
more shall receive up to $20,000.00.

(2) An eligible applicant shall be evaluated according to the information
regarding the applicant known to the Secretary or the Vermont Economic
Development Authority as of March 1, 2020 or according to information
required to be submitted as part of the application.

(g) Application; processing.

(1) Once an eligible applicant submits a complete application and
demonstrates economic harm, the Vermont Economic Development Authority
shall promptly approve a grant payment, provided that the appropriated funds
have not been expended. Applications shall be submitted not later than
October 1, 2020, and the last payment may be a partial payment consisting of
the remaining available funds.

(2) Each assistance payment shall be a direct grant payment from the
State Treasurer to an eligible applicant. Eligible applicants shall not submit
more than one application per each separate farm or business owned or
controlled by the producer or processor.

(h) Program terms and limitations.

(1) The Vermont Economic Development Authority shall approve grant
payments under this section on a first-come, first-served basis until funds are
expended or December 20, 2020, whichever is sooner.
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(2) The name of an eligible applicant that receives an award under this
section and the amount of the award are public records subject to inspection
and copying under the Public Records Act.

(3) Any application documents of an eligible applicant containing
federal identification numbers and sales amounts are subject to the
confidentiality provisions of 32 V.S.A. § 3102 and are return information
under that section.

(4) Data and information submitted to the Secretary or to the Vermont
Economic Development Authority by an eligible applicant under this section
to demonstrate economic harm shall be a trade secret exempt from public
inspection and copying under 1 V.S.A. § 317(c)(9), provided that:

(A) the Secretary or the Vermont Economic Development Authority
may use and disclose such information in summary or aggregated form that
does not directly or indirectly identify an individual eligible applicant; and

(B) the Vermont Economic Development Authority shall provide to
the Secretary the name and contact information of any eligible applicant that
receives an award under this section so that the Secretary may begin to
establish a database or record of the non-dairy agricultural producers,
commercial processors, commercial slaughterhouses, and farmers’ markets in
the State.

(5) Notwithstanding any law or State grant requirement to the contrary,
an eligible applicant shall not be denied participation in the Program or have a
payment withheld, set off, or reduced for failure to be in full compliance with
any obligation to pay any or all taxes due to the State of Vermont.

* * * Assistance Outreach * * *

Sec. 8. EDUCATION AND OUTREACH; AGRICULTURAL

ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS; REPORTING; REVERSION

(a) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets, in consultation with
interested parties and partner organizations, shall conduct outreach and
education regarding the availability of financial assistance to farmers and
agricultural processors under the Dairy Assistance Program and the Non-dairy
Agricultural Producer and Processor Assistance Program established under this
act.

(b) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall prepare a short
survey that applicants under the Dairy Assistance Program and the Non-dairy
Agricultural Producer and Processor Assistance Program established under this
act shall complete to help identify farmers and agricultural processors that are
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interested in technical assistance, succession planning, or similar services
provided by the State and its agricultural partners.

(c) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets, beginning on July 1,
2020 and ending on January 1, 2021, shall report to the Senate Committees on
Agriculture and on Appropriations and the House Committees on Agriculture
and Forestry and on Appropriations on the first day of each month regarding
the status of the Dairy Assistance Program and the Non-dairy Agricultural
Producer and Processor Assistance Program established by this act. The report
shall include:

(1) the number of applicants for assistance in each month and overall;
and

(2) the amount of grant funds awarded under each program.

(d) In the September 1, 2020 report required under subsection (c) of this
section, the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall provide an
accounting of the funds remaining to be appropriated under the Non-dairy
Agricultural Producer and Processor Assistance Program. If Non-dairy
Agricultural Producer and Processor Assistance Program funds remain
unappropriated on September 15, 2020, the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and
Markets may reallocate funds from the Non-dairy Agricultural Producer and
Processor Assistance Program for award under the Dairy Assistance Program.

* * * Forest Economy Stabilization Grants * * *

Sec. 9. FOREST ECONOMY STABILIZATION GRANT PROGRAM;

CORONAVIRUS RELIEF FUND; APPROPRIATION

(a) The sum of $5,000,000.00 is appropriated from the Coronavirus Relief
Fund to the Agency of Natural Resources in fiscal year 2021 for the purpose of
establishing the Forest Economy Stabilization Grant Program as set forth in
this section. The Agency of Natural Resources shall enter into memorandum
of understanding with the Vermont Economic Development Authority for the
implementation and administration of the Forest Economy Stabilization Grant
Program.

(b) The General Assembly determines that the expenditure of monies
from the Coronavirus Relief Fund as set forth in this section is necessary to
stabilize forest products businesses due to lost revenues and expenses related to
the business interruptions caused by the COVID-19 public health emergency.
Low-grade wood constitutes nearly three-quarters of the annual timber harvest
in Vermont, and low-grade wood is a key component to paper making.
However, the COVID-19 public health emergency has reduced market demand
for paper in offices, schools, institutions, advertising, and many other outlets.
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As a result, millions of tons of unsold paper are stockpiled in warehouses at
paper mills, thereby freezing the supply chain for paper making and other
associated products harvested and processed from Vermont forests. In
addition, low-grade pulpwood chips that would have been used to make paper
are being diverted to wood-fired electric plants, thereby displacing the use of
whole-tree chips normally supplied by logging contractors delivering whole-
tree chips. As a result of these market and supply chain disruptions caused by
the COVID-19 public health emergency, forest products businesses are
suffering significant business interruptions that restrict the ability of logging
contractors to harvest, limit timber sales, diminish landowner return, reduce
the supply of forest products to processors that have viable markets, and
significantly reduce the need for services from haulers, foresters, and other
forest products businesses.

(c) As used in this section:

(1) “Economic harm” means a forest products business’s expenses or
lost revenues, or both, related to the 2020 COVID-19 public health emergency.

(2) “Forest products business” means a Vermont enterprise that is
primarily engaged in managing, harvesting, trucking, processing,
manufacturing, crafting, or distributing forest or wood products derived from
Vermont forests. “Forest products business” includes consulting forestry
services and secondary manufacturers of wood products.

(d)(1) The Vermont Economic Development Authority shall administer the
Forest Economy Stabilization Grant Program according to the terms of the
memorandum of understanding with the Agency of Natural Resources and
shall approve application for assistance under this section for eligible forest
products businesses that have suffered economic harm.

(2) A forest products business shall qualify for assistance under the
Program if the business:

(A) was operating in the State on or before February 1, 2020; and

(B) accurately demonstrates to the Vermont Economic Development
Authority economic harm that occurred or accrued on or after March 1, 2020
and before December 1, 2020 by providing evidence of lost revenues or
expenses related to business interruption caused by the COVID-19 public
health emergency.

(3) Based on federal law and guidance, the Vermont Economic
Development Authority, in consultation with the Department of Forests, Parks,
and Recreation, shall establish guidelines identifying the specific types of costs
for which grant recipients may use grant funds, provided that essential
operating expenses to respond to the COVID-19 public health emergency and
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maintain operation of a forest products business shall be eligible uses of grants
under this section.

(4) Economic harm is not compensable under this section if the same
economic harm is covered by insurance or if the economic harm was
compensated under another State or federal grant; provided, however, that this
restriction does not apply to loans or advance payments for which repayment is
expected.

(e)(1) The Vermont Economic Development Authority, in consultation
with the Department of Forests, Parks, and Recreation, shall create an
application form that forest products businesses shall utilize when applying for
assistance. Applicants shall certify that all information they provide is truthful
and accurate to the best of their knowledge, information, and belief.

(2) The Vermont Economic Development Authority shall, based on the
amount of economic harm incurred by the forest products business on the date
the application is received, provide up to the maximum award permitted under
this section. Applications shall be processed in the order received, but an
application shall not be ready for evaluation until the Vermont Economic
Development Authority determines that the application is administratively
complete and includes all required proof of economic harm.

(3) Until all funds appropriated to the Forest Economy Stabilization
Grant Program are awarded, the Vermont Economic Development Authority
shall approve applications for grants to reimburse qualified forest products
businesses for demonstrated economic harm up to the maximum amount of
$100,000.00 for each eligible forest products business.

(4) Grants to be awarded pursuant to this section shall be disbursed as a
single payment. All funds shall be disbursed, and cover economic harm
incurred, on or before December 30, 2020 as required by the CARES Act.

(5) The Vermont Economic Development Authority may use not less

than five percent and up to 8 percent of the appropriation for this Program for

administrative costs of implementing and administering the Program provided

that the expenses represent an increase over previously budgeted amounts and

are limited to what is necessary.

(f)(1) The Vermont Economic Development Authority shall approve
applications for grant payments under this section on a first-come, first-served
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basis until all funds are expended or December 20, 2020, whichever is sooner.
Each grant payment shall be a direct grant payment from the State Treasurer to
an eligible applicant.

(2) Any application documents of a forest products business containing
federal identification numbers and sales amounts are subject to the
confidentiality provisions of 32 V.S.A. § 3102 and are return information
under that section.

(3) Data submitted to the Secretary by a forest products business under
this section to demonstrate economic harm shall be a trade secret exempt from
public inspection and copying under 1 V.S.A. § 317(c)(9), provided that the
Secretary may use and disclose submitted information in summary or
aggregated form that does not directly or indirectly identify an individual
forest products business.

(g) On or before July 31, 2020, the Agency of Natural Resources shall
provide information to the House Committees on Appropriations, on
Agriculture and Forestry, and on Natural Resources, Fish and Wildlife and the
Senate Committees on Appropriations, on Agriculture, and on Natural
Resources and Energy regarding the Vermont Economic Development
Authority’s distribution of Forest Economy Stabilization Grant Program grant
funds to date, including the types of enterprises awarded funds, the aggregate
amounts awarded by enterprise, and the aggregate amounts awarded by
geographic region of the State. The Vermont Economic Development
Authority shall provide an updated version of the report required under this
section to the General Assembly on or before September 1, 2020 and on or
before January 1, 2021.

* * * Farm Worker Safety * * *

Sec. 10. FARMWORKER HEALTH AND SAFETY; CORONAVIRUS;

AVAILABILITY

The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets, after consultation with the
Department of Labor and the Vermont Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (VOSHA), shall post on the Agency of Agriculture, Food and
Markets’ website educational material available from VOSHA related to farm
worker health and safety, including VOSHA’s recommended best practices or
preventative measures farm workers should implement to address the threat to
health and safety posed by the COVID-19 coronavirus and other similar threats
to health and safety. The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall
post the English and Spanish language versions of the VOSHA educational
material required under this section and shall provide links or references on
how to obtain the material from VOSHA in other languages.
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* * * VHCB; COVID-19 Business Consulting for Farms * * *

Sec. 11. APPROPRIATIONS; VHCB; COVID-19 CONSULTING

SERVICES FOR FARM AND FOOD BUSINESSES

In addition to funds appropriated in fiscal year 2021 to the Vermont
Housing and Conservation Board (VHCB), $192,000.00 is appropriated to
VHCB from the Coronavirus Relief Fund to provide business, financial, and
mental health assistance to farm and food businesses that suffered losses or
expenses due to business interruptions caused by the COVID-19 public health
emergency. Consulting services shall include information and assistance with
accessing federal and State COVID-19 relief funds, access to additional
markets, diversification of income streams, access to mental health services,
and other assistance farm and food businesses may require to address or
recover from business interruption caused by the COVID-19 public health
emergency.

* * * VHCB; Authority * * *

Sec. 12. 10 V.S.A. § 321 is amended to read:

§ 321. GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES

(a) The Board shall have all the powers necessary and convenient to carry
out and effectuate the purposes and provisions of this chapter, including those
general powers provided to a business corporation by Title 11A and those
general powers provided to a nonprofit corporation by Title 11B and including,
without limitation of the general powers under Titles 11A and 11B, the power
to:

(1) upon application from an eligible applicant in a form prescribed by
the Board, provide funding in the form of grants or loans for eligible activities;

(2) enter into cooperative agreements with private organizations or
individuals or with any agency or instrumentality of the United States or of
this State to carry out the purposes of this chapter;

(3) issue rules in accordance with 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 for the purpose of
administering the provisions of this chapter; and

(4) transfer funds to the Department of Housing and Community
Development to carry out the purposes of this chapter;

(5) make and execute all legal documents necessary or convenient for
the exercise of its powers and functions under this chapter, including legal
documents that may be made and executed with the State or any of its agencies
or instrumentalities, with the United States or any of its agencies or
instrumentalities or with private corporations or individuals;
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(6) receive and accept grants from any source to be held, used, or
applied or awarded to carry out the purposes of this chapter subject to the
conditions upon which the grants, aid, or contributions may be made;

(7) make and publish rules and regulations respecting its housing
programs and such other rules and regulations as are necessary to effectuate its
corporate purposes; and

(8) do any and all things necessary or convenient to effectuate the
purposes and provisions of this chapter and to carry out its purposes and
exercise the powers given and granted in this chapter.

(b)(1) The Board shall seek out and fund nonprofit organizations and
municipalities that can assist any region of the State that has high housing
prices, high unemployment, and or low per capita incomes in obtaining grants
and loans under this chapter for perpetually affordable housing.

(2) The Board shall administer the “HOME” affordable housing
program which that was enacted under Title II of the Cranston-Gonzalez
National Affordable Housing Act (Title II, P.L. 101-625, 42 U.S.C. 12701-
12839). The State of Vermont, as a participating jurisdiction designated by
Department of Housing and Urban Development, shall enter into a written
memorandum of understanding with the Board, as subrecipient, authorizing
the use of HOME funds for eligible activities in accordance with applicable
federal law and regulations. HOME funds shall be used to implement and
effectuate the policies and purposes of this chapter related to affordable
housing. The memorandum of understanding shall include performance
measures and results that the Board will annually report on to the Vermont
Department of Housing and Community Development.

(c) On behalf of the State of Vermont, the Board shall be the exclusive
designated entity to seek and administer federal affordable housing funds
available from the Department of Housing and Urban Development under
the national Housing Trust Fund which that was enacted under HR 3221,
Division A, Title 1, Subtitle B, Section 1131 of the Housing and Economic
Reform Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-289) to increase perpetually affordable rental
housing and home ownership for low and very low income families. The
Board is also authorized to receive and administer federal funds or enter into
cooperative agreements for a shared appreciation and/or community land trust
demonstration program that increases perpetually affordable homeownership
options for lower income Vermonters and promotes such options both within
and outside Vermont.

(d) On behalf of the State of Vermont, the Board shall seek and administer
federal farmland protection and forestland conservation funds to facilitate the
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acquisition of interests in land to protect and preserve in perpetuity important
farmland for future agricultural use and forestland for future forestry use.
Such funds shall be used to implement and effectuate the policies and purposes
of this chapter. In seeking federal farmland protection and forestland
conservation funds under this subsection, the Board shall seek to maximize
State participation in the federal Wetlands Reserve Program and such other
programs as is appropriate to allow for increased or additional implementation
of conservation practices on farmland and forestland protected or preserved
under this chapter.

(e) The Board shall inform all grant applicants and recipients of funds
derived from the annual capital appropriations and State bonding act of the
following: “The Vermont Housing and Conservation Trust Fund is funded by
the taxpayers of the State of Vermont, at the direction of the General
Assembly, through the annual Capital Appropriation and State Bonding Act.”
An appropriate placard shall, if feasible, be displayed at the location of the
proposed grant activity.

Sec. 13. 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 77, Sec. 12 is amended to read:

Sec. 12. REPEALS REPEAL

(a) 10 V.S.A. chapter 15, subchapter 4 (Rural Economic Development
Initiative) shall be repealed on July 1, 2021; and

(b) 6 V.S.A. § 4828(d) (phosphorus removal grant criteria) shall be
repealed on July 1, 2023.

* * * Effective Date * * *

Sec. 14. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

Thereupon, Rep. Gregoire of Fairfield asked and was granted leave of the
House to withdraw the amendment.

Thereupon, the report of the committee on Appropriations was agreed to
and third reading was ordered.

Rules Suspended; Senate Proposal of Amendment to House Proposal of
Amendment Concurred in

S. 339

Appearing on the Calendar for Notice, on motion of Rep. McCoy of
Poultney, the rules were suspended and Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to miscellaneous changes to laws related to vehicles

Was taken up for immediate consideration.
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The Senate concurs in the House proposal of amendment with the following
proposal of amendment thereto:

In the Seventh proposal of amendment in Sec. 26, online permitting system;
report, by striking out subdivision (b)(1) in its entirety and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

(b) Permit study and report.

(1) The Agency of Transportation shall facilitate a study to:

(A) identify any safety or financial implications to infrastructure,
including bridges, culverts, pavement, and roadways, or jurisdictional issues
for class 2 town highways if municipal permits currently required by
municipalities are not required for vehicles that are allowed on State highways
without a permit;

(B) identify any safety or financial implications to infrastructure,
including bridges, culverts, pavement, and roadways, if an additional permit or
permits are not required when a wrecker, as defined under 23 V.S.A. § 4(76),
is towing one or more disabled vehicles and the wrecker and disabled vehicle
or vehicles individually do not exceed the limitations imposed by 23 V.S.A.
chapter 13, subchapter 15, article 1 or are lawfully operating under a blanket
permit;

(C) make recommendations on any limitations, including distance
towed, or conditions that should be imposed if an additional permit or
permits are not required in the situation identified in subdivision (B) of this
subdivision (1); and

(D) identify any safety or financial implications to infrastructure,
including bridges, culverts, pavement, and roadways, if 23 V.S.A. § 1432(c) is
repealed.

Which proposal of amendment was considered and concurred in.

Third Reading; Bill Passed

H. 833

House bill, entitled

An act relating to the interbasin transfer of surface waters

Was taken up, read the third time and passed.

Rules Suspended; Second Reading; Proposal of Amendment Agreed to;
Third Reading Ordered

S. 232
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On motion of Rep. McCoy of Poultney, the rules were suspended and
Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to implementing the expansion of juvenile jurisdiction

Appearing on the Calendar for Notice, was taken up for immediate
consideration.

Rep. Tully of Rockingham, for the committee on Judiciary, to which had
been referred the Senate bill reported in favor of its passage in concurrence
with proposal of amendment as follows:

By striking out Secs. 12- 16 and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 12. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Secs. 3 (33 V.S.A. § 510(c)) and 7 (33 V.S.A. § 5206) shall take effect
on July 1, 2022.

(b) The rest of this act shall take effect on July 1, 2020.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time, the report of the committee
on Judiciary was agreed to and third reading was ordered.

Recess

At twelve o'clock in the afternoon, the Speaker declared a recess until two
o'clock in the afternoon.

At two o'clock in the afternoon, the Speaker called the House to order.

Consideration Resumed;
Senate Proposal of Amendment Concurred in With a Further Proposal of

Amendment Thereto

H. 961

Consideration resumed on House bill, entitled

An act relating to making first quarter fiscal year 2021 appropriations for
the support of State government, federal Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF)
appropriations, pay act appropriations, and other fiscal requirements for the
first part of the fiscal year

Was taken up.

Pending the question, Shall the amendment offered by Rep. Browning of
Arlington be substituted for the amendment offered by Rep. Hooper of
Montpelier and others? Rep. Cina of Burlington demanded the Yeas and
Nays, which demand was sustained by the Constitutional number. The Clerk
proceeded to call the roll and the question, Shall the amendment offered by
Rep. Browning of Arlington be substituted for the amendment offered by Rep.
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Hooper of Montpelier and others? was decided in the negative. Yeas, 16.
Nays, 129.

Those who voted in the affirmative are:

Bancroft of Westford
Browning of Arlington *
Burditt of West Rutland
Dickinson of St. Albans
Town
Donahue of Northfield *

Feltus of Lyndon
Gamache of Swanton
Harrison of Chittenden *
Higley of Lowell
LaClair of Barre Town
Lefebvre of Newark

Martel of Waterford *
Quimby of Concord
Scheuermann of Stowe
Smith of Derby
Strong of Albany

Those who voted in the negative are:

Ancel of Calais
Anthony of Barre City
Austin of Colchester
Bartholomew of Hartland
Batchelor of Derby
Bates of Bennington
Beck of St. Johnsbury
Birong of Vergennes
Bock of Chester
Brennan of Colchester
Briglin of Thetford
Brownell of Pownal
Brumsted of Shelburne
Burke of Brattleboro
Campbell of St. Johnsbury
Canfield of Fair Haven
Carroll of Bennington
Chase of Colchester
Chesnut-Tangerman of
Middletown Springs
Christensen of Weathersfield
Christie of Hartford
Cina of Burlington
Coffey of Guilford
Colburn of Burlington
Colston of Winooski
Conlon of Cornwall
Conquest of Newbury
Copeland Hanzas of
Bradford
Corcoran of Bennington
Cordes of Lincoln
Cupoli of Rutland City
Demrow of Corinth
Donovan of Burlington
Durfee of Shaftsbury
Elder of Starksboro

Graham of Williamstown
Gregoire of Fairfield
Haas of Rochester
Hango of Berkshire
Hashim of Dummerston
Helm of Fair Haven
Hill of Wolcott
Hooper of Montpelier
Hooper of Randolph
Hooper of Burlington
Houghton of Essex
Howard of Rutland City
James of Manchester
Jerome of Brandon
Jessup of Middlesex
Killacky of South Burlington
Kimbell of Woodstock
Kitzmiller of Montpelier
Kornheiser of Brattleboro
Krowinski of Burlington
LaLonde of South
Burlington
Lanpher of Vergennes
Lippert of Hinesburg
Long of Newfane
Macaig of Williston
Marcotte of Coventry
Mattos of Milton
McCarthy of St. Albans City
McCormack of Burlington
McCoy of Poultney
McCullough of Williston
McFaun of Barre Town
Morgan of Milton
Morris of Springfield
Morrissey of Bennington
Mrowicki of Putney *

O'Sullivan of Burlington
Page of Newport City
Pajala of Londonderry
Palasik of Milton
Partridge of Windham
Patt of Worcester
Potter of Clarendon
Pugh of South Burlington
Rachelson of Burlington
Ralph of Hartland
Redmond of Essex *
Reed of Braintree
Rogers of Waterville
Rosenquist of Georgia
Savage of Swanton
Scheu of Middlebury
Seymour of Sutton
Shaw of Pittsford
Sheldon of Middlebury
Sibilia of Dover
Smith of New Haven
Squirrell of Underhill
Stevens of Waterbury *
Sullivan of Dorset
Sullivan of Burlington
Szott of Barnard
Taylor of Colchester
Terenzini of Rutland Town
Till of Jericho *
Toleno of Brattleboro
Toll of Danville
Toof of St. Albans Town
Townsend of South
Burlington
Troiano of Stannard
Tully of Rockingham
Walz of Barre City
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Emmons of Springfield
Fagan of Rutland City
Fegard of Berkshire
Gannon of Wilmington
Gardner of Richmond
Gonzalez of Winooski
Goslant of Northfield
Grad of Moretown

Murphy of Fairfax
Myers of Essex
Nicoll of Ludlow
Norris of Shoreham
Notte of Rutland City
Noyes of Wolcott
O'Brien of Tunbridge
Ode of Burlington

Webb of Shelburne
White of Hartford
Wood of Waterbury
Yacovone of Morristown
Yantachka of Charlotte
Young of Greensboro

Those members absent with leave of the House and not voting are:

Leffler of Enosburgh

Those members abstaining:

Dolan of Waitsfield Giambatista of Essex Masland of Thetford

Rep. Browning of Arlington explained her vote as follows:

“Madam Speaker:

I vote yes to delay the commitment to funding any increases in state
employee compensation until we have more information about state revenues.
To make the commitment now may threaten our capacity to serve Vermonters
through these difficult times, and it may even result in layoffs of state
employees themselves.”

Rep. Donahue of Northfield explained her vote as follows:

“Madam Speaker:

The budget for most of the year is not being passed until September because
we don’t know yet how bad the economic situation might be. If we lock in the
Pay Act proposal now, before we have the financial projections needed to even
be drafting the budget, we create the risk that the only option at that point will
be layoffs. We need to delay this decision in order to be able to make
responsible, informed judgments.”

Rep. Harrison of Chittenden explained his vote as follows:

“Madam Speaker:

Will Rogers once said, “If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging.” I vote
yes to save jobs of our state employees and not increase taxes on Vermonter”

Rep. Martel of Waterford explained her vote as follows:

“Madam Speaker:

Everyone deserves a bonus and or a raise in these times, but don’t forget if
things fall apart or the revenue goes way down, remember it will be our tax
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dollar that has to pay these bonuses and raises, holding off until September,
isn’t to much to ask.”

Rep. Mrowicki of Putney explained his vote as follows:

“Madam Speaker:

I vote to support the Collective bargaining process and in respect to that
process, as well in support of this agreement,  negotiated by all parties in good
faith.”

Rep. Redmond of Essex explained her vote as follows:

“Madam Speaker:

I vote no. Our essential state workers on the frontlines of our correctional
facilities, our courts, our unemployment phone-lines, and our Legislature have
kept the wheels of government turning during one of the most serious health
and economic emergencies of our lifetimes. They deserve our commitment and
investment in the coming year. They had our backs; now we must have theirs.”

Rep. Stevens of Waterbury explained his vote as follows:

“Madam Speaker:

As they did after Tropical Storm Irene, state workers — union and non-union
— showed up in the face of a crisis. They are Vermonters and did what was
needed of them in a crisis for Vermonters. They set up work stations at home.
They showed up at the state hospital and at prisons. They were assigned to
different departments from their regular positions. They acted above and
beyond their paygrade, and they served Vermonters who were, for many, many
of them, interacting with state government for the first time. We called them
essential workers. Once upon a time, back in mid-March, we were all in this
together. I, for one, will not destroy their morale by saying that I should have a
say in whether they negotiate a new contract or not, certainly not after the
service they have provided and certainly not after such a successful negotiation
with the Administration.”

Rep. Till of Jericho explained his vote as follows:

“Madam Speaker:

I vote no.

While I recognize good arguments on both sides of this debate,We have here,
for the first time in 6 years,  an agreement negotiated and supported by both
the Governor and the VSEA.   We have asked a lot from our state workers
during the COVID  19 pandemic. Let us not forget, The underlying
amendment which  this Browning Amendment  seeks to replace, is already a
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compromise funding only the first year of the 2 negotiated years.  The
underlying amendment is a reasonable middle ground, supporting our state
workers and honoring the good faith negotiations which brought us this
agreement.”

Pending the question, Shall the House concur in the Senate proposal of
amendment with a further amendment thereto as offered by Rep. Hooper of
Montpelier and others? Reps. Fagan of Rutland City, Conquest of
Newbury, Feltus of Lyndon, Helm of Fair Haven, Hooper of Montpelier,
Jessup of Middlesex, Lanpher of Vergennes, Myers of Essex, Toll of
Danville, Townsend of South Burlington and Yacovone of Morristown
moved to amend the amendment offered by Rep. Hooper of Montpelier and
others as follows:

By amending Sec. A.10(a) to read:

(a) Creation. There is created the Select Committee on the Future of Public
Higher Education in Vermont (Committee) to assist the State of Vermont in
addressing the urgent needs of the Vermont State Colleges (VSC) and develop
an integrated vision and plan for a high-quality, affordable, and workforce-
connected future for public higher education in the State.

Which was agreed to.

Pending the question, Shall the House concur in the Senate proposal of
amendment with a further amendment thereto as offered by Rep. Hooper of
Montpelier and others? Reps. Lanpher of Vergennes and Toll of Danville
moved to amend the amendment offered by Rep. Hooper of Montpelier as
others, as amended, as follows:

In Sec. A.49, by striking out subdivision (15) in its entirety and inserting in
lieu thereof a new subdivision (15) to read as follows:

(15) Department of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living
(DAIL): $2,450,000 is appropriated to DAIL to provide financial stability
grant funding to the 12 adult day providers statewide to continue to support the
facilities, service infrastructure, and necessary operating costs for July 2020
through September 2020 as these programs remained closed due the COVID-
19 crisis and prepare to reopen safely for the vulnerable populations they serve
at the end of their closure period.  Funds shall be distributed on or before July
20, 2020 to each program. The first distribution of funds shall be for costs
submitted by the providers, and any remaining funds shall be distributed
equitably among the 12 adult day programs to assist with other COVID-19
pandemic related financial losses.  Medicaid retainer payments, less any State
recoupment received by an adult day program for the month of July 2020,
shall be deducted from that program’s grant pursuant this section.
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Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, Rep. Donahue of Northfield asked that the question be
divided and that Secs. B3 and B4 be taken first and the remainder be taken
second.

Pending the question, Shall the House concur in the Senate proposal of
amendment to the House proposal of amendment with further amendment as
offered by Rep. Hooper of Montpelier and others in sections B3 and B4 only?
Rep. Murphy of Fairfax demanded the Yeas and Nays, which demand was
sustained by the Constitutional number.

Recess

Pending the call of the roll, at three o'clock and thirty-nine minutes in the
afternoon, the Speaker declared a recess until the fall of the gavel.

At four o'clock and thirty-six minutes in the afternoon, the Speaker called
the House to order.

The Clerk proceeded to call the roll and the question, Shall the House
concur in the Senate proposal of amendment to the House proposal of
amendment with further amendment as offered by Rep. Hooper of Montpelier
and others in sections B3 and B4 only? was decided in the affirmative. Yeas,
82. Nays, 61.

Those who voted in the affirmative are:

Ancel of Calais
Anthony of Barre City
Austin of Colchester
Bartholomew of Hartland
Birong of Vergennes
Bock of Chester
Briglin of Thetford
Brownell of Pownal
Brumsted of Shelburne
Burke of Brattleboro
Campbell of St. Johnsbury
Chase of Colchester
Chesnut-Tangerman of
Middletown Springs
Christensen of Weathersfield
Christie of Hartford
Cina of Burlington
Coffey of Guilford
Colburn of Burlington *

Gardner of Richmond
Gonzalez of Winooski
Grad of Moretown
Haas of Rochester
Hashim of Dummerston
Hill of Wolcott
Hooper of Montpelier
Hooper of Burlington
Houghton of Essex
Howard of Rutland City
Jerome of Brandon
Jessup of Middlesex
Killacky of South Burlington
Kitzmiller of Montpelier
Kornheiser of Brattleboro
Krowinski of Burlington
LaLonde of South
Burlington
Lanpher of Vergennes

O'Brien of Tunbridge
Ode of Burlington
O'Sullivan of Burlington
Partridge of Windham
Patt of Worcester
Potter of Clarendon
Pugh of South Burlington
Ralph of Hartland
Redmond of Essex
Rogers of Waterville
Scheu of Middlebury
Sheldon of Middlebury
Squirrell of Underhill
Stevens of Waterbury
Sullivan of Burlington
Szott of Barnard
Till of Jericho
Toleno of Brattleboro
Toll of Danville
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Colston of Winooski
Copeland Hanzas of
Bradford
Cordes of Lincoln
Demrow of Corinth
Donovan of Burlington
Durfee of Shaftsbury
Elder of Starksboro
Emmons of Springfield
Gannon of Wilmington

Lippert of Hinesburg
Long of Newfane
Masland of Thetford
McCarthy of St. Albans City
McCormack of Burlington
McCullough of Williston
Morris of Springfield
Mrowicki of Putney
Nicoll of Ludlow
Notte of Rutland City

Townsend of South
Burlington
Troiano of Stannard *
Walz of Barre City
Webb of Shelburne
White of Hartford
Yacovone of Morristown
Yantachka of Charlotte
Young of Greensboro

Those who voted in the negative are:

Bancroft of Westford
Batchelor of Derby
Bates of Bennington
Brennan of Colchester
Browning of Arlington
Burditt of West Rutland
Canfield of Fair Haven
Carroll of Bennington
Conquest of Newbury
Corcoran of Bennington
Cupoli of Rutland City
Dickinson of St. Albans
Town
Donahue of Northfield
Fagan of Rutland City
Fegard of Berkshire
Feltus of Lyndon
Gamache of Swanton
Goslant of Northfield
Gregoire of Fairfield
Hango of Berkshire

Harrison of Chittenden
Helm of Fair Haven
Higley of Lowell
Hooper of Randolph
James of Manchester
Kimbell of Woodstock
LaClair of Barre Town
Lefebvre of Newark
Leffler of Enosburgh
Marcotte of Coventry
Martel of Waterford
Mattos of Milton
McCoy of Poultney *
McFaun of Barre Town
Morgan of Milton
Morrissey of Bennington
Murphy of Fairfax
Myers of Essex
Norris of Shoreham
Noyes of Wolcott
Page of Newport City

Pajala of Londonderry
Palasik of Milton
Quimby of Concord
Rachelson of Burlington *
Reed of Braintree
Rosenquist of Georgia
Savage of Swanton
Scheuermann of Stowe
Seymour of Sutton
Shaw of Pittsford
Sibilia of Dover
Smith of Derby
Smith of New Haven
Strong of Albany
Sullivan of Dorset
Taylor of Colchester
Terenzini of Rutland Town
Toof of St. Albans Town
Tully of Rockingham
Wood of Waterbury

Those members absent with leave of the House and not voting are:

Beck of St. Johnsbury
Conlon of Cornwall

Graham of Williamstown
Macaig of Williston

Those members abstaining:

Dolan of Waitsfield Giambatista of Essex

Rep. Colburn of Burlington explained her vote as follows:

“Madam Speaker:

Our current levels of legislative pay prevent so many Vermonters from
serving here with us and prevent this body from fully reflecting the people of
our state. I am happy to forgo a pay raise next year for myself, but if we truly
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want to make progress on issues of equity in the legislature, we can’t treat our
service like a volunteer job. I support moving forward along the path this
amendment sets out for us and hope we’ll take a serious look at the question of
legislative pay in the future.”

Rep. McCoy of Poultney explained her vote as follows:

“Madam Speaker:

We should not change statutorily how we are going to be compensated now,
during a pandemic and during record unemployment in our state. We in effect,
will tie our pay to pay we ourselves negotiate for constitutional officers so we
can, by default, give ourselves the same pay increase. This is not the time for
a statutory change as to how we are paid. I vote no.”

Rep. Rachelson of Burlington explained her vote as follows:

“Madam Speaker:

Even though this amendment does not put a pay increase into effect at this
time, I regretfully must vote no.   The legislature needs to look at how
legislators’ pay is determined and who makes those decisions.   I worked a full
time job in addition to serving my first six years as a legislator.   I now can
attest to how clearly difficult  it is to live on this salary alone; and there are not
many jobs that work well with serving.   We cannot have this body be only
accessible to people who are getting a pension, have independent means,
choose to work an extra 30-40 hours a week at another job if they can get one,
or resolve to live in poverty while they serve.  We must fix this issue and we
must do it soon.   If we don’t we will never get the true representative
democracy that we tout as having in our citizen legislature.
I believe we should more fully examine how legislative pay is determined  and
who makes this decision.”

Rep. Troiano of Stannard explained his vote as follows:

“Madam Speaker:

This is not a pay increase for Legislators not next year, not the year after
that. My concern is If I was a 30 year old with two children I would not be
here to cast this vote We must see that this body remains accessible to all and
not just those who can afford to be here.”

Pending the question, Shall the House concur in the Senate proposal of
amendment with a further proposal of amendment as offered by Rep. Hooper
of Montpelier and others in the remaining sections? Rep. Bancroft of
Westford demanded the Yeas and Nays, which demand was sustained by the
Constitutional number. The Clerk proceeded to call the roll and the question,
Shall the House concur in the Senate proposal of amendment with a further
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proposal of amendment as offered by Rep. Hooper of Montpelier and others in
the remaining sections? was decided in the affirmative. Yeas, 133. Nays, 6.

Those who voted in the affirmative are:

Ancel of Calais
Anthony of Barre City
Austin of Colchester
Bancroft of Westford
Bartholomew of Hartland
Batchelor of Derby
Bates of Bennington
Birong of Vergennes
Bock of Chester
Briglin of Thetford
Brownell of Pownal
Brumsted of Shelburne
Burditt of West Rutland
Burke of Brattleboro
Campbell of St. Johnsbury
Canfield of Fair Haven
Carroll of Bennington
Chase of Colchester
Chesnut-Tangerman of
Middletown Springs
Christensen of Weathersfield
Christie of Hartford
Cina of Burlington
Coffey of Guilford
Colburn of Burlington
Colston of Winooski
Conlon of Cornwall
Conquest of Newbury
Copeland Hanzas of
Bradford
Corcoran of Bennington
Cordes of Lincoln
Cupoli of Rutland City
Demrow of Corinth
Dickinson of St. Albans
Town
Donahue of Northfield
Donovan of Burlington
Durfee of Shaftsbury
Elder of Starksboro
Emmons of Springfield
Fagan of Rutland City
Fegard of Berkshire
Gamache of Swanton
Gannon of Wilmington
Gonzalez of Winooski

Grad of Moretown
Graham of Williamstown
Gregoire of Fairfield
Haas of Rochester
Hango of Berkshire
Helm of Fair Haven
Higley of Lowell
Hill of Wolcott
Hooper of Montpelier
Hooper of Randolph
Hooper of Burlington
Houghton of Essex
Howard of Rutland City
James of Manchester
Jerome of Brandon
Jessup of Middlesex
Killacky of South Burlington
Kimbell of Woodstock
Kitzmiller of Montpelier
Kornheiser of Brattleboro
Krowinski of Burlington
LaLonde of South
Burlington
Lanpher of Vergennes
Lefebvre of Newark
Leffler of Enosburgh
Lippert of Hinesburg
Long of Newfane
Marcotte of Coventry
Martel of Waterford
Mattos of Milton
McCarthy of St. Albans City
McCormack of Burlington
McCullough of Williston
McFaun of Barre Town
Morgan of Milton
Morris of Springfield
Morrissey of Bennington
Mrowicki of Putney
Murphy of Fairfax
Myers of Essex
Nicoll of Ludlow
Norris of Shoreham
Notte of Rutland City
Noyes of Wolcott
O'Brien of Tunbridge

O'Sullivan of Burlington
Page of Newport City
Pajala of Londonderry
Palasik of Milton
Partridge of Windham
Patt of Worcester
Potter of Clarendon
Pugh of South Burlington
Quimby of Concord
Rachelson of Burlington
Ralph of Hartland
Redmond of Essex
Reed of Braintree
Rogers of Waterville
Rosenquist of Georgia
Savage of Swanton
Scheu of Middlebury
Scheuermann of Stowe
Seymour of Sutton
Shaw of Pittsford
Sheldon of Middlebury
Sibilia of Dover
Smith of New Haven
Squirrell of Underhill
Stevens of Waterbury
Strong of Albany
Sullivan of Burlington
Szott of Barnard
Taylor of Colchester
Terenzini of Rutland Town
Till of Jericho
Toleno of Brattleboro
Toll of Danville
Toof of St. Albans Town
Townsend of South
Burlington
Troiano of Stannard
Tully of Rockingham
Walz of Barre City
Webb of Shelburne
Wood of Waterbury
Yacovone of Morristown
Yantachka of Charlotte
Young of Greensboro
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Goslant of Northfield Ode of Burlington

Those who voted in the negative are:

Browning of Arlington
Feltus of Lyndon

Harrison of Chittenden
LaClair of Barre Town

McCoy of Poultney
Smith of Derby

Those members absent with leave of the House and not voting are:

Beck of St. Johnsbury
Brennan of Colchester

Gardner of Richmond
Hashim of Dummerston

Macaig of Williston
Sullivan of Dorset

Those members abstaining:

Dolan of Waitsfield
Giambatista of Essex

Masland of Thetford
White of Hartford

Rules Suspended; BillS Messaged to Senate Forthwith

On motion of Rep. McCoy of Poultney, the rules were suspended and the
following bills were ordered messaged to the Senate forthwith.

H. 961
House bill, entitled

An act relating to making first quarter fiscal year 2021 appropriations for
the support of State government, federal Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF)
appropriations, pay act appropriations, and other fiscal requirements for the
first part of the fiscal year

S. 349
Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to emergency funding for local government

Message from Governor

A message was received from His Excellency, the Governor, by Ms.
Brittney L. Wilson, Secretary of Civil and Military Affairs, as follows:

Madam Speaker:

I am directed by the Governor to inform the House of Representatives that
on the 23rd day of June, 2020, he signed bills originating in the House of the
following titles:

H. 254 An act relating to adequate shelter for livestock

H. 608 An act relating to incompatible local offices

H. 635 An act relating to regulation of long-term care facilities

H. 958 An act relating to communications union districts
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Message from the Senate No. 59

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Marshall, its Assistant
Secretary, as follows:

Madam Speaker:

I am directed to inform the House that:

The Senate has on its part passed Senate bill of the following title:

S. 219. An act relating to addressing racial bias and excessive use of force
by law enforcement.

In the passage of which the concurrence of the House is requested.

The Senate has considered House proposal of amendment to Senate bill of
the following title:

S. 301. An act relating to miscellaneous telecommunications changes.

And has concurred therein with an amendment in the passage of which the
concurrence of the House is requested.

Message from the Senate No. 60

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Marshall, its Assistant
Secretary, as follows:

Madam Speaker:

I am directed to inform the House that:

The Senate has on its part passed Senate bill of the following title:

S. 124. An act relating to governmental structures protecting the public
health, safety and welfare.

In the passage of which the concurrence of the House is requested.

The Senate has considered bills originating in the House of the following
titles:

H. 943. An act relating to approval of amendments to the charter of the
City of St. Albans.

H. 946. An act relating to approval of the adoption of the charter of the
Town of Elmore.

H. 957. An act relating to extending the deadline to test for lead in the
drinking water of school buildings and child care facilities.

And has passed the same in concurrence.
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The Senate has considered bills originating in the House of the following
titles:

H. 942. An act relating to the Transportation Program and miscellaneous
changes to laws related to transportation.

H. 955. An act relating to capital construction and State bonding budget
adjustment.

H. 959. An act relating to education property tax.

And has concurred therein with an amendment in the passage of which the
concurrence of the House is requested.

Adjournment

At five o'clock and fifty-nine minutes in the evening, on motion of Rep.
McCoy of Poultney, the House adjourned until tomorrow at ten o'clock in the
forenoon.


