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ORDERS OF THE DAY

ACTION CALENDAR

UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF JANUARY 7, 2020

GOVERNOR'S VETOES

S. 37.

An act relating to medical monitoring.

Pending question (to be voted by call of the roll): Shall the bill pass,
notwithstanding the Governor's refusal to approve the bill? (Two-thirds of the
members present required to override the Governor's veto.)

(For text of veto message, see Senate Calendar for January 7, 2020, page 1.)

S. 169.

An act relating to firearms procedures.

Pending question (to be voted by call of the roll): Shall the bill pass,
notwithstanding the Governor's refusal to approve the bill? (Two-thirds of the
members present required to override the Governor's veto.)

(For text of veto message, see Senate Calendar for January 7, 2020, page 9.)

UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2020

Second Reading

Favorable

S. 287.

An act relating to the contractual rights of members of the Vermont State
Employees’ Retirement System.

Pending Question: Shall the bill be read the third time?

UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF MARCH 24, 2020

Third Reading

S. 191.

An act relating to tax increment financing districts.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF MARCH 27, 2020

Second Reading

Favorable with Recommendation of Amendment

S. 297.

An act relating to the Agency of Health Care Administration.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Lyons for the Committee on Health and Welfare.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. AGENCY OF HUMAN SERVICES REORGANIZATION;
WORKING GROUP; REPORT

(a)  Creation.  There is created a working group to develop proposals for
reorganizing the Agency of Human Services.

(b)  Membership.  The working group shall be composed of the following
members:

(1) the Secretary of Human Services or designee;

(2) the commissioner of each department within the Agency of Human
Services or their designees; and

(3) other interested stakeholders.

(c)  Powers and duties.  The working group shall consider options for
reorganizing, restructuring, or reconfiguring the Agency of Human Services
and its departments to best serve Vermonters, including consideration of the
following:

(1) whether the Agency of Human Services should be divided into two
or more agencies, and if so, how they should be organized;

(2) whether the Agency of Human Services should be divided as
follows:

(A) an Agency of Human Services, comprising the Department of
Corrections; the Department for Children and Families; the Department of
Independent Living, which would provide services to Vermonters who are
elders and to individuals with disabilities; and the Human Services Board; and

(B) an Agency of Health Care Administration comprising the
Departments of Health Access, of Mental Health and Substance Misuse, of
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Long-Term Care, and of Public Health; the Health Care Board; and the
Vermont Health Benefit Exchange;

(3) how to improve collaboration, integration, and alignment of services
across agencies and departments to deliver services built around the needs of
individuals and families; and

(4) how to minimize any confusion or disruption that may result from
implementing the recommended changes.

(d)  Assistance.  The working group shall have the administrative, technical,
and legal assistance of the Agency of Human Services.

(e)  Report.  On or before January 15, 2021, the working group shall
provide its findings and recommendations to the General Assembly and the
Governor.

(f)  Meetings.

(1)  The Secretary of Human Services or designee shall call the first
meeting of the working group to occur on or before July 1, 2020.

(2)  The working group shall select a chair from among its members at
the first meeting.

(3)  A majority of the working group’s membership shall constitute a
quorum.

(4)  The working group shall cease to exist on January 15, 2021.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

And that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read:

An act relating to reorganizing the Agency of Human Services.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Clarkson for the Committee on Government Operations.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. AGENCY OF HUMAN SERVICES ORGANIZATIONAL
STRUCTURE; WORKING GROUP; REPORT

(a)  Creation.  There is created a working group to evaluate the
organizational structure of the Agency of Human Services and to recommend
any appropriate modifications to that structure.
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(b)  Membership.  The working group shall be composed of the following
members:

(1) the Secretary of Human Services or designee;

(2) the commissioner of each department within the Agency of Human
Services or their designees; and

(3) three employees of the Agency of Human Services, appointed by the
President of the Vermont State Employees Association.

(c)  Powers and duties.  The working group, in consultation with interested
stakeholders, shall consider options for reorganizing, restructuring, or
reconfiguring the Agency of Human Services and its departments to best serve
Vermonters, including consideration of the following:

(1) whether the Agency of Human Services should be divided into two
or more agencies, and if so, how they should be organized;

(2) how to improve collaboration, integration, and alignment of services
across agencies and departments to deliver services built around the needs of
individuals and families; and

(3) how to minimize any confusion or disruption that may result from
implementing the recommended changes.

(d)  Assistance.  The working group shall have the administrative, technical,
and legal assistance of the Agency of Human Services.

(e)  Report.  On or before January 15, 2021, the working group shall
provide its findings and recommendations to the General Assembly and the
Governor.

(f)  Meetings.

(1)  The Secretary of Human Services or designee shall call the first
meeting of the working group to occur on or before July 1, 2020.

(2)  The working group shall select a chair from among its members at
the first meeting.

(3)  A majority of the working group’s membership shall constitute a
quorum.

(4)  All of the working group’s meetings shall be open to the public and
all meeting dates, times, and locations shall be posted on the General
Assembly’s website.

(5) The working group shall cease to exist on January 15, 2021.
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Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

And that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read:

An act relating to the organizational structure of the Agency of Human
Services.

(Committee vote: 4-1-0)

NEW BUSINESS

Third Reading

H. 880.

An act relating to Abenaki place names on State park signs.

H. 962.

An act relating to the duration of temporary relief from abuse orders.

H. 967.

An act relating to the provision of child care at family child care homes
during remote learning days.

Second Reading

Favorable with  Proposal of Amendment

H. 934.

An act relating to renter rebate reform.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Cummings for the Committee on Finance.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill as follows:

First: In Sec. 1, 32 V.S.A. § 6061, definitions, after “unless the context
requires otherwise:” and before the asterisks by inserting the following to read
as follows:

(1) “Property tax credit” means a credit of the prior tax year’s statewide
or local share property tax liability or a homestead owner or renter credit, as
authorized under section 6066 of this title, as the context requires.
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Second: By striking out Sec. 5, effective date, in its entirety and inserting
in lieu thereof five new sections to read as follows:

Sec. 5. 32 V.S.A. § 6067 is amended to read:

§ 6067. CREDIT LIMITATIONS

Only one individual per household per taxable year shall be entitled to a
benefit property tax credit under this chapter. An individual who received a
homestead exemption or credit with respect to property taxes assessed by
another state for the taxable year shall not be entitled to receive a credit under
this chapter. No taxpayer shall receive a renter credit under subsection
6066(b) of this title in excess of $3,000.00 $2,500.00. No taxpayer shall
receive a property tax credit under subdivision 6066(a)(3) of this title greater
than $2,400.00 or cumulative credit under subdivisions 6066(a)(1)–(2) and (4)
of this title greater than $5,600.00.

Sec. 6. 32 V.S.A. § 6068 is amended to read:

§ 6068. APPLICATION AND TIME FOR FILING

(a) A tax credit claim or request for allocation of an income tax refund to
homestead property tax payment shall be filed with the Commissioner on or
before the due date for filing the Vermont income tax return, without
extension, and shall describe the school district in which the homestead
property is located and shall particularly describe the homestead property for
which the credit or allocation is sought, including the school parcel account
number prescribed in subsection 5404(b) of this title. A renter rebate credit
claim shall be filed with the Commissioner on or before the due date for filing
the Vermont income tax return, without extension.

* * *

(c) No request for allocation of an income tax refund or for a renter rebate
credit claim may be made after October 15.

Sec. 7. 32 V.S.A. chapter 154 is redesignated to read:

CHAPTER 154. HOMESTEAD PROPERTY TAX CREDIT AND RENTER
CREDIT

Sec. 8. 32 V.S.A. § 3206(b) is amended to read:

(b) As used in this section, “extraordinary relief” means a remedy that is
within the power of the Commissioner to grant under this title, a remedy that
compensates for the result of inaccurate classification of property as
homestead or nonhomestead pursuant to section 5410 of this title through no
fault of the taxpayer, or a remedy that makes changes to a taxpayer’s property
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tax credit or renter rebate credit claim necessary to remedy the problem
identified by the Taxpayer Advocate.

Sec. 9. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on January 1, 2021 and apply to taxable years
beginning on and after January 1, 2021 (claim filing years 2022 and after).

(Committee vote: 6-0-1)

(No House amendments)

NOTICE CALENDAR

Committee Bill for Second Reading

S. 354.

An act relating to emergency provisions for the operation of government.

By the Committee on Government Operations. (Senator White for the
Committee.)

Second Reading

Favorable with Proposal of Amendment

H. 795.

An act relating to increasing hospital price transparency.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Lyons for the Committee on Health and Welfare.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out Sec. 4, effective dates, in its entirety and inserting in
lieu thereof Secs. 4–12 to read as follows:

Sec. 4. HOSPITAL SUSTAINABILITY PLANNING; REPORTS

(a)(1) The Green Mountain Care Board shall consider ways to increase the
financial sustainability of Vermont hospitals in order to achieve population-
based health improvements while maintaining community access to services.
In conducting this work, the Board shall consult with the Director of Health
Care Reform in the Agency of Human Services, Vermont hospitals, the
Vermont Association of Hospitals and Health Systems, certified accountable
care organizations, the Office of the Health Care Advocate, and other
interested stakeholders.
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(2) All information submitted by hospitals for purposes of hospital
sustainability planning pursuant to this section shall be exempt from public
inspection and copying under the Public Records Act and shall be kept
confidential, except for:

(A) information compiled by the Board in summary or aggregate
form;

(B) materials provided to the Board in connection with the health
resource allocation plan; and

(C) information that is available to the public in connection with a
hospital budget review in accordance with 18 V.S.A. § 9457.

(3) All materials submitted to the Board pursuant to this section shall be
provided to the Office of the Health Care Advocate, which shall not further
disclose any confidential information.

(b) On or before November 15, 2020, the Board shall inform the Health
Reform Oversight Committee about its consideration to date of ways to
increase hospital financial sustainability as set forth in subdivision (a)(1) of
this section.

(c) On or before April 1, 2021, the Board shall provide to the House
Committee on Health Care and the Senate Committees on Health and Welfare
and on Finance an update on its progress in considering and developing
recommendations for increasing hospital financial sustainability as set forth in
subdivision (a)(1) of this section.

(d)(1) On or before September 1, 2021, the Board shall provide to the
House Committee on Health Care and the Senate Committees on Health and
Welfare and on Finance its final recommendations for increasing the financial
sustainability of Vermont hospitals in order to achieve population-based health
improvements while maintaining community access to essential services.

(2) In the event that the COVID-19 pandemic makes it impracticable for
the Board to submit its recommendations by the date specified in subdivision
(1) of this subsection, the Board shall provide an update on its progress by
September 1, 2021 and shall make best efforts to submit its final
recommendations in a timely manner but not later than November 15, 2021.

Sec. 5. PROVIDER SUSTAINABILITY AND REIMBURSEMENTS;
REPORTS

(a) The Green Mountain Care Board, in collaboration with the Department
of Financial Regulation, the Department of Vermont Health Access, and the
Director of Health Care Reform in the Agency of Human Services, shall
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identify processes for improving provider sustainability and increasing equity
in reimbursement amounts among providers. In evaluating potential
processes, the Board’s considerations shall include:

(1) care settings;

(2) value-based payment methodologies, such as capitation;

(3) Medicare payment methodologies;

(4) public and private reimbursement amounts; and

(5) variations in payer mix among different types of providers.

(b) On or before November 15, 2020, the Board shall provide an update to
the Health Reform Oversight Committee regarding its progress in identifying
processes for improving provider sustainability and increasing equity in
reimbursement amounts among providers.

(c) On or before March 15, 2021, the Board shall provide to the House
Committee on Health Care and the Senate Committees on Health and Welfare
and on Finance the options that the Board has identified as demonstrating the
greatest potential for improving provider sustainability and increasing equity
in reimbursement amounts among providers and shall identify areas that would
require further study prior to implementation.

Sec. 6. 8 V.S.A. § 4062 is amended to read:

§ 4062. FILING AND APPROVAL OF POLICY FORMS AND PREMIUMS

* * *

(b)(1) In conjunction with a rate filing required by subsection (a) of this
section, an insurer shall file a plain language summary of the proposed rate.
All summaries shall include a brief justification of any rate increase requested,
the information that the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) requires for rate increases over 10 percent, and any
other information required by the Board. The plain language summary shall
be in the format required by the Secretary of HHS pursuant to the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010, Pub. L. No. 111-148, as amended
by the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010, Pub. L. No.
111-152, and shall include notification of the public comment period
established in subsection (c) of this section. In addition, the insurer shall post
the summaries on its website.

* * *
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(3)(A) Upon request, in conjunction with a rate filing required by
subsection (a) of this section, an insurer shall provide to the Board detailed
information about the insurer’s payments to specific providers, which may
include fee schedules, payment methodologies, and other payment information
specified by the Board.

(B) Information received from an insurer pursuant to subdivision (A)
of this subdivision shall be exempt from public inspection and copying under
the Public Records Act and shall be kept confidential, except that the Board
may disclose or release information publicly in summary or aggregate form if
doing so would not disclose trade secrets, as defined in 1 V.S.A. § 317(c)(9).
Notwithstanding 1 V.S.A. § 317(e), the Public Records Act exemption
established in this subdivision (B) shall continue in effect and shall not be
repealed through operation of 1 V.S.A. § 317(e).

(C) Notwithstanding 1 V.S.A. chapter 5, subchapter 2 (Vermont
Open Meeting Law), the Board may examine and discuss confidential
information outside a public hearing or meeting.

* * *

Sec. 7. [Deleted.]

Sec. 8. [Deleted.]

Sec. 9. 18 V.S.A. § 9457 is amended to read:

§ 9457. INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC

(a)(1) All information required to be filed under this subchapter shall be
made available to the public upon request, provided that in accordance with

1 V.S.A. chapter 5, subchapter 3 (Public Records Act), except that the
following information shall be exempt from public inspection and copying
under the Public Records Act and shall be kept confidential:

(A) information that directly or indirectly identifies individual
patients or health care practitioners shall not be directly or indirectly
identifiable;

(B) reimbursement information, except that the Board may disclose
or release information publicly in summary or aggregate form if doing so
would not disclose trade secrets, as defined in 1 V.S.A. § 317(c)(9); and

(C) sensitive financial information the Board collects to address
concerns related to financial solvency or to sustainability issues.
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(2) Notwithstanding 1 V.S.A. § 317(e), the Public Records Act
exemptions created in this subsection shall continue in effect and shall not be
repealed through operation of 1 V.S.A. § 317(e).

(3) The Board shall provide guidance regarding which information it
shall keep confidential. In developing this guidance, the Board shall seek to
balance concerns related to the disclosure of sensitive information with the
public’s interest in transparency. In addition to the information specified in
the guidance, a hospital may request that the Board keep other information
confidential, to the extent that doing so would be consistent with this section
and the Public Records Act.

(b) Notwithstanding 1 V.S.A. chapter 5, subchapter 2 (Vermont Open
Meeting Law) or any provision of this subchapter to the contrary, the Board
may examine and discuss confidential information outside a public hearing or
meeting.

Sec. 10. 2020 Acts and Resolves No. 91, Sec. 8, as amended by 2020 Acts
and Resolves No. 140, Sec. 13, is further amended to read:

Sec. 8. ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE SERVICES; DEPARTMENT OF
FINANCIAL REGULATION; EMERGENCY RULEMAKING

It is the intent of the General Assembly to increase Vermonters’ access to
medically necessary health care services during and after a declared state of
emergency in Vermont as a result of COVID-19. Until July 1, 2021, and
notwithstanding any provision of 3 V.S.A. § 844 to the contrary, the
Department of Financial Regulation shall consider adopting, and shall have the
authority to adopt, emergency rules to address the following through June 30,
2021:

(1) expanding health insurance coverage for, and waiving or limiting
cost-sharing requirements directly related to, COVID-19 the diagnosis of
COVID-19, including tests for influenza, pneumonia, and other respiratory
viruses performed in connection with making a COVID-19 diagnosis,; the
treatment, of COVID-19 when it is the primary or a secondary diagnosis; and
the prevention of COVID-19;

(2) modifying or suspending health insurance plan deductible
requirements for all prescription drugs, except to the extent that such an action
would disqualify a high-deductible health plan from eligibility for a health
savings account pursuant to 26 U.S.C. § 223; and
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(3) expanding patients’ access to and providers’ reimbursement for
health care services, including preventive services, consultation services, and
services to new patients, delivered remotely through telehealth, audio-only
telephone, and brief telecommunication services.

Sec. 11. 2020 Acts and Resolves No. 140, Sec. 4 is amended to read:

Sec. 4. MENTAL HEALTH INTEGRATION COUNCIL; REPORT

* * *

(f) Meetings.

(1) The Commissioner of Mental Health shall call the first meeting of
the Council.

(2) The Commissioner of Mental Health shall serve as chair. The
Commissioner of Health shall serve as vice chair.

(3) The Council shall meet every other month between October 1, 2020
January 15, 2021 and January 1, 2023.

(4) The Council shall cease to exist on July 30, 2023.

* * *

Sec. 12. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Sec. 2 (18 V.S.A. § 9411) shall take effect on November 1, 2020, with
the interactive price transparency dashboard becoming available for use by the
public as soon as it is operational, but in no event later than February 15, 2022.

(b) Secs. 6 (8 V.S.A. § 4062) and 9 (18 V.S.A. § 9457) shall take effect on
November 1, 2020.

(c) The remaining sections shall take effect on passage.

And that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read:

An act relating to hospital price transparency, hospital sustainability
planning, provider sustainability and reimbursements, and regulators’ access to
information.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal for March 12, 2020, page 825.)
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H. 926.

An act relating to changes to Act 250.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Bray for the Committee on Natural Resources and Energy.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

* * * Trails * * *

Sec. 1. 10 V.S.A. § 6001 is amended to read:

§ 6001. DEFINITIONS

* * *

(38) “Recreational trail” has the same meaning as “trails” in subdivision
442(3) of this title.

(39) “Vermont trails system trail” means a recreational trail recognized
by the Agency of Natural Resources pursuant to chapter 20 of this title. For
purposes of this chapter, the construction, operation, and maintenance of a
Vermont trails system trail shall be for a municipal, county, or State purpose.

Sec. 2. 10 V.S.A. § 442(3) is amended to read:

(3) “Trails” means land used for hiking, walking, bicycling, cross-country
skiing, snowmobiling, all-terrain vehicle riding, horseback riding, and other
similar activities. Trails may be used for recreation, transportation, and other
compatible purposes, but the primary purpose shall not be the operation of a
motor vehicle. As used in this subdivision, “motor vehicle” shall not include
all-terrain vehicles or snowmobiles.

Sec. 3. 10 V.S.A. § 6001(3)(A) is amended to read:

(3)(A) “Development” means each of the following:

* * *

(xi) The construction of improvements for a Vermont trails system
trail on a tract or tracts of land involving more than 10 acres.

(I) This subdivision (xi) shall be the exclusive mechanism for
determining jurisdiction over a recreational trail that is a Vermont trails system
trail and shall only apply to the construction of improvements made on or after
October 1, 2020.
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(II) For purposes of this subdivision (xi), involved land
includes:

(aa) land that is physically altered, including any ground
disturbance and clearing that will occur; and

(bb) infrastructure that is incidental to the operation of the
trail, including restrooms, parking areas, shelters, picnic areas, kiosks, and
interpretive and directional signage.

(III) For purposes of this subdivision (xi), involved land does
not include land where no ground will be disturbed or cleared or any Vermont
trails system trail constructed before October 1, 2020.

Sec. 4. 10 V.S.A. § 6001(3)(C) is amended to read:

(C) For the purposes of determining jurisdiction under subdivision
(3)(A) of this section, the following shall apply:

* * *

(vi) Recreational trails. When jurisdiction over a trail has been
established pursuant to subdivision (A) of this subdivision (3), jurisdiction
shall extend only to the recreational trail and infrastructure that is incidental to
the operation of the trail. Jurisdiction shall not extend to the remainder of a
parcel or parcels where a recreational trail is located, unless otherwise
determined to be jurisdictional pursuant to another provision of this chapter.

Sec. 5. 10 V.S.A. § 6081 is amended to read:

§ 6081. PERMITS REQUIRED; EXEMPTIONS

* * *

(y) No permit or permit amendment shall be required for the construction
of improvements on a tract of land that would provide access across a
recreational trail, provided that the access is not related to the use of the
permitted recreational trail and would not establish jurisdiction under this
chapter on its own.

(z) Notwithstanding 1 V.S.A. §§ 213 and 214, and until January 1, 2022,
no permit is required for a Vermont trails system trail recognized pursuant to
chapter 20 of this title if the trail was in existence prior to October 1, 2020.
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Sec. 6. RECREATIONAL TRAILS RECOMMENDATIONS AND
REPORT

On or before January 15, 2021, the Agency of Natural Resources shall
report to the House Committee on Natural Resources, Fish, and Wildlife and to
the Senate Committee on Natural Resource and Energy with legislative
recommendations for a best management practices driven program for
Vermont trails system trails that is administered by the Agency of Natural
Resources. The report shall include recommendations for revisions to
10 V.S.A. chapter 20, including revisions to mapping, legislative authority to
administer the program, potential funding sources, staffing needs, and whether
to include other recreational trails. The Agency of Natural Resources shall
consult with stakeholders on the proposed program, including the Vermont
Trail Alliance, the Forest Partnership, and the Vermont Agency of
Transportation.

Sec. 7. PROSPECTIVE REPEAL

10 V.S.A. § 6001(3)(A)(xi) shall be repealed on January 1, 2022.

* * * Forest Blocks * * *

Sec. 8. 10 V.S.A. § 6001 is amended to read:

§ 6001. DEFINITIONS

* * *

(40) “Connecting habitat” means land or water, or both, that links
patches of habitat within a landscape, allowing the movement, migration, and
dispersal of wildlife and plants and the functioning of ecological processes. A
connecting habitat may include features including recreational trails and
improvements constructed for farming, logging, or forestry purposes.

(41) “Forest block” means a contiguous area of forest in any stage of
succession and not currently developed for nonforest use. A forest block may
include features including recreational trails, wetlands, or other natural
features that do not themselves possess tree cover and improvements
constructed for farming, logging, or forestry purposes.

(42) “Habitat” means the physical and biological environment in which
a particular species of plant or wildlife lives.
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Sec. 9. 10 V.S.A. § 6086(a)(8) is amended to read:

(8) Ecosystem protection; scenic beauty; historic sites.

(A) Will not have an undue adverse effect on the scenic or natural
beauty of the area, aesthetics, historic sites or rare and irreplaceable natural
areas.

(A)(B) Necessary wildlife habitat and endangered species. A permit
will not be granted if it is demonstrated by any party opposing the applicant
that a development or subdivision will destroy or significantly imperil
necessary wildlife habitat or any endangered species; and

(i) the economic, social, cultural, recreational, or other benefit to
the public from the development or subdivision will not outweigh the
economic, environmental, or recreational loss to the public from the
destruction or imperilment of the habitat or species; or

(ii) all feasible and reasonable means of preventing or lessening
the destruction, diminution, or imperilment of the habitat or species have not
been or will not continue to be applied; or

(iii) a reasonably acceptable alternative site is owned or controlled
by the applicant which that would allow the development or subdivision to
fulfill its intended purpose.

(C) Will not have an undue adverse impact on forest blocks and
connecting habitat. A permit shall be granted only if impacts to forest blocks
and connecting habitat are avoided, minimized, and mitigated in accordance
with rules adopted by the Board.

Sec. 10. CRITERION 8(C) RULEMAKING

(a) The Natural Resources Board (Board), in consultation with the Agency
of Natural Resources shall adopt rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 to
implement the requirements for the administration of 10 V.S.A.
§ 6086(a)(8)(C). Rules adopted by the Board shall include:

(1) How forest blocks and connecting habitat are further defined,
including their size, location, and function, which may include:

(A) information that will be available to the public to determine
where forest blocks and connecting habitat are located; or

(B) advisory mapping resources, how they will be made available,
how they will be used, and how they will be updated.
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(2) Standards establishing how impacts can be avoided, minimized, or
mitigated, including how fragmentation of forest blocks or connecting habitat
is avoided or minimized, which may include steps to promote proactive site
design of buildings, roadways and driveways, utility location, and location
relative to existing features such as roads, tree lines, and fence lines. As used
in this subdivision, “fragmentation” means the division or conversion of a
forest block or connecting habitat by the separation of a parcel into two or
more parcels; the construction, conversion, relocation, or enlargement of any
building or other structure, or of any mining, excavation, or landfill; and any
change in the use of any building or other structure, or land, or extension of
use of land. However, fragmentation does not include the division or
conversion of a forest block or connecting habitat by a recreational trail or by
improvements constructed for farming, logging, or forestry purposes below the
elevation of 2,500 feet.

(3) Criteria to identify when a forest block or connecting habitat is
eligible for mitigation, and criteria to identify when a forest block or
connecting habitat is not eligible for mitigation due to the unique value of the
area and need to maintain the functionality of the forest block or connecting
habitat.

(4) Standards for how impacts to a forest block or connecting habitat
may be mitigated. Standards may include:

(A) appropriate ratios for compensation;

(B) appropriate forms of compensation such as conservation
easements, fee interests in land, and other forms of compensation; and

(C) appropriate uses and limitations of on-site and off-site mitigation.

(b) Prior to prefiling with the Interagency Committee on Administrative
Rules, the Board shall convene a working group to gather input on the rule.
The working group shall ensure broad, inclusive, and transparent engagement
with the public, which shall include a broad range of stakeholders and
interested parties. The Board shall convene the working group on or before
March 15, 2021.

(c) The Board shall file a final proposed rule with the Secretary of State
and Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules on or before August 15,
2022.
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Sec. 11. 10 V.S.A. § 127 is amended to read:

§ 127. RESOURCE MAPPING

(a) On or before January 15, 2013, the The Secretary of Natural Resources
(the Secretary) shall complete and maintain resource mapping based on the
Geographic Information System (GIS) or other technology. The mapping
shall identify natural resources throughout the State, including forest blocks,
that may be relevant to the consideration of energy projects and projects
subject to chapter 151 of this title. The Center for Geographic Information
shall be available to provide assistance to the Secretary in carrying out the
GIS-based resource mapping.

(b) The Secretary of Natural Resources shall consider the GIS-based
resource maps developed under subsection (a) of this section when providing
evidence and recommendations to the Public Utility Commission under
30 V.S.A. § 248(b)(5) and when commenting on or providing
recommendations under chapter 151 of this title to District Commissions on
other projects.

(c) The Secretary shall establish and maintain written procedures that
include a process and science-based criteria for updating resource maps
developed under subsection (a) of this section. Before establishing or revising
these procedures, the Secretary shall provide opportunities for affected parties
and the public to submit relevant information and recommendations.

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 12. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect on October 1, 2020, except that Sec. 9, 10 V.S.A.
§ 6086(a)(8), shall take effect on September 1, 2022.

(Committee vote: 3-1-1)

(For House amendments, see House Journal for February 27, 2020, pages
550 - 557 and February 28, 2020, pages 559 - 562.)

House Proposal of Amendment

S. 187

An act relating to transient occupancy for health care treatment and
recovery.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill as follows:

In Sec. 2 by striking “July 1, 2020” and inserting in lieu thereof the word
passage.
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CONFIRMATIONS

The following appointments will be considered by the Senate, as a group,
under suspension of the Rules, as moved by the President pro tempore, for
confirmation together and without debate, by consent thereby given by the
Senate. However, upon request of any senator, any appointment may be
singled out and acted upon separately by the Senate, with consideration given
to the report of the Committee to which the appointment was referred, and
with full debate; and further, all appointments for the positions of Secretaries
of Agencies, Commissioners of Departments, Judges, Magistrates, and
members of the Public Utility Commission shall be fully and separately acted
upon.

Craig Bolio of Winooski – Commissioner, Department of Taxes – By Sen.
Cummings for the Committee on Finance. (01/21/20)

Sabina Brochu of Williston - Member, State Board of Education - By Sen.
Ingram for the Committee on Education. (01/24/20)

Kyle Courtois of Georgia - Member, State Board of Education - By Sen.
Perchlik for the Committee on Education. (01/24/20)

Margaret Tandoh of South Burlington – Member, Board of Medical
Practice – By Sen. McCormack for the Committee on Health and Welfare.
(02/11/20)

Holly Morehouse of Burlington – Member, Children and Family Council
for Prevention Programs – By Sen. Lyons for the Committee on Health and
Welfare. (02/12/20)

Susan Hayward of Middlesex – Member, Capitol Complex Commission –
By Sen. Benning for the Committee on Institutions. (02/14/20)

Heather Shouldice of Montpelier – Member, Capitol Complex Commission
– By Sen. Benning for the Committee on Institutions. (02/14/20)

Dorinne Dorfman of Waterbury Center – Member, Children and Family
Council for Prevention Programs – Sen. Cummings for the Committee on
Health and Welfare. (02/25/20)

Richard Bernstein of Jericho – Member, Board of Medical Practice – Sen.
Ingram for the Committee on Health and Welfare. (03/10/20)

Dawn Philibert of Williston – Member, State Board of Health – Sen.
Ingram for the Committee on Health and Welfare. (03/10/20)
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NOTICE OF JOINT ASSEMBLY

September 14, 2020 - 5:00 P.M. - House Chamber - Pursuant to J.R.S. 63 -
Retention of six Superior Court Judges: David A. Barra, Michael J. Harris,
Katherine Anne Hayes, Martin A. Maley, John William Valente and Thomas
G. Walsh.


