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ORDERS OF THE DAY

ACTION CALENDAR

UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF TUESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2020

GOVERNOR'S VETOES

S. 37.

An act relating to medical monitoring.

Pending question (to be voted by call of the roll): Shall the bill pass,
notwithstanding the Governor's refusal to approve the bill? (Two-thirds of the
members present required to override the Governor's veto.)

(For text of veto message, see Senate Calendar for January 7, 2020, page 1.)

S. 169.

An act relating to firearms procedures.

Pending question (to be voted by call of the roll): Shall the bill pass,
notwithstanding the Governor's refusal to approve the bill? (Two-thirds of the
members present required to override the Governor's veto.)

(For text of veto message, see Senate Calendar for January 7, 2020, page 9.)

NEW BUSINESS

Committee Bill for Second Reading

Favorable with Recommendation of Amendment

S. 336.

An act relating to establishing standards for the sale of hemp seed.

By the Committee on Agriculture. (Senator Pearson for the
Committee.)

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Pearson for the Committee on Agriculture.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 6 V.S.A. § 571 is added to read:

§ 571. HEMP SEED; LABELING; STANDARDS

(a) A person shall not sell, offer for sale, expose for sale, transport for sale,
or distribute in the State hemp seed that:
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(1) is not labeled in accordance with the requirements of this section or
rules adopted by the Secretary;

(2) fails to meet germination standards, feminized seed claims, or other
claims made on the label or in an advertisement or provides false or
misleading information on a label or in an advertisement;

(3) fails to meet certification standards if standards have been adopted
by the Secretary by rule; or

(4) consists of or contains prohibited noxious weed seeds, as that term is
defined in section 641 of this title.

(b) Hemp seed sold, offered for sale, exposed for sale, transported for sale,
or distributed in the State shall have a label attached to the bag or container in
which the seed is sold, offered for sale, exposed for sale, transported for sale,
or distributed. The label shall contain the following information:

(1) the name and kind of each hemp seed present in excess of five
percent of the whole percentage by weight;

(2) the origin state or foreign country of the hemp seed;

(3) whether the hemp seed was certified by a state or foreign country;

(4) the percentage by weight of any weed seeds in the container or bag;

(5) the percentage by weight of inert matter in the container or bag;

(6) the percentage of feminized seed;

(7) the percentage of germination of the seed;

(8) the date the seed was packed or packaged; and

(9) the name and address of the person who labeled the hemp seed or
who sells, offers for sale, exposes for sale, or distributes the hemp seed in the
State.

(c) The Secretary may issue a stop sale order for the violation of the
requirements of this section or rules adopted by the Secretary under this
chapter. The sale, processing, and movement of any seed subject to a stop sale
order is prohibited until the Secretary issues a release from the stop sale order.

(d) A violation of this section or rules adopted by the Secretary under this
chapter shall be subject to an administrative penalty under section 569 of this
title.

(e)(1) A person injured or damaged by a violation of this section or a rule
adopted by the Secretary under this chapter regarding the sale, offer for sale,
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exposure for sale, transport for sale, or distribution of hemp seed in the State
may bring an action for equitable relief or damages arising from the violation.

(2) The cause of action authorized under this section is in addition to
any common law or statutory remedies otherwise available and does not
amend or conflict with the powers and authority of the Agency of Agriculture,
Food and Markets.

(f) The Secretary may conduct inspections and otherwise enforce
requirements for the sale or distribution of hemp seed established under this
chapter according to the Secretary’s general authority to regulate seed under
chapter 35 of this title, provided that the Secretary shall issue any penalty for
the violation of the requirements of this chapter under the provisions of this
chapter or rules adopted under this chapter.

Sec. 2. 6 V.S.A. § 566 is amended to read:

§ 566. RULEMAKING AUTHORITY

(a) The Secretary may adopt rules to provide for the implementation of this
chapter and the Program authorized under this chapter, which may include
rules to:

(1) require hemp to be tested during growth for tetrahydrocannabinol
levels;

(2) authorize or specify the method or methods of testing hemp,
including, where appropriate, the ratio of cannabidiol to tetrahydrocannabinol
levels or a taxonomic determination using genetic testing;

(3) require inspection and supervision of hemp during sowing, growing
season, harvest, storage, and processing; and

(4) require labels or label information for hemp products in order to
provide consumers with product content or source information or to conform
with federal requirements;

(5) establish certification requirements for hemp seed sold or distributed
in the State; and

(6) require disclosure or labeling of the amount of cannabinoid known
to be present in hemp seed sold or distributed in the State.

(b) The Secretary shall adopt rules establishing how the Agency of
Agriculture, Food and Markets will conduct research within the Program for
industrial hemp.

(c) The Secretary shall adopt rules establishing requirements for the
registration of processors of hemp and hemp-infused products.



- 415 -

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2020.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

NOTICE CALENDAR

Second Reading

Favorable with Recommendation of Amendment

S. 125.

An act relating to Vermont’s adoption of the interstate Nurse Licensure
Compact.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
McCormack for the Committee on Health and Welfare.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended in Sec. 2 by striking
out the following: “December 1, 2019” and inserting in lieu thereof the
following: February 1, 2021

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

S. 261.

An act relating to eliminating life without parole.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Sears for the Committee on Judiciary.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 13 V.S.A. § 2303 is amended to read:

§ 2303. PENALTIES FOR FIRST AND SECOND DEGREE MURDER

(a) Except as provided in subsection (g) of this section:

(1) The punishment for murder in the first degree shall be imprisonment
for:

(A) a minimum term of not less than 35 years and a maximum term
of life; or

(B) life without the possibility of parole.

(2) The punishment for murder in the second degree shall be
imprisonment for:
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(A) a minimum term of not less than 20 years and a maximum term
of life; or

(B) life without the possibility of parole.

(3) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, this subsection shall
apply only if the murder was committed on or after the effective date of this
act.

(b) The punishment for murder in the first degree shall be imprisonment
for life and for a minimum term of 35 years unless a jury finds that there are
aggravating or mitigating factors which justify a different minimum term. If
the jury finds that the aggravating factors outweigh any mitigating factors, the
court may set a minimum term longer than 35 years, up to and including life
imprisonment without parole. If the jury finds that the mitigating factors
outweigh any aggravating factors, the court may set a minimum term at less
than 35 years but not less than 15 years.

(c) The punishment for murder in the second degree shall be imprisonment
for life and for a minimum term of 20 years unless a jury finds that there are
aggravating or mitigating factors which justify a different minimum term. If
the jury finds that the aggravating factors outweigh any mitigating factors, the
court may set a minimum term longer than 20 years, up to and including life
imprisonment without parole. If the jury finds that the mitigating factors
outweigh any aggravating factors, the court may set a minimum term at less
than 20 years but not less than 10 years.

* * *

(g) Subsections (b)-(f) of this section shall apply only if the murder was
committed before the effective date of this act May 1, 2006, and:

(1) the defendant was not sentenced before the effective date of this act
May 1, 2006; or

(2) the defendant’s sentence was stricken and remanded for resentencing
pursuant to the Vermont Supreme Court’s decision in State v. Provost, 2005
VT 134 (2005).

Sec. 2. 13 V.S.A. § 7045 is amended to read:

§ 7045. LIFE WITHOUT PAROLE SENTENCE PROHIBITED FOR
PERSONS UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE

A court shall not sentence a person to life imprisonment without the
possibility of parole if:
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(1) the person was under 18 years of age at the time of the commission
of the any offense; or

(2) the person committed any offense other than aggravated murder.

Sec. 3. 28 V.S.A. § 501 is amended to read:

§ 501. ELIGIBILITY FOR PAROLE CONSIDERATION

(a) An inmate serving any sentence other than life without the possibility
of parole shall be eligible for parole consideration upon serving 35 years.

(b) An inmate who is serving a sentence of imprisonment shall be eligible
for parole consideration as follows:

(1) If the inmate’s sentence has no minimum term or a zero minimum
term, the inmate shall be eligible for parole consideration within 12 months
after commitment to a correctional facility.

(2) If the inmate’s sentence has a minimum term, the inmate shall be
eligible for parole consideration after the inmate has served the minimum term
of the sentence or after the inmate has served 35 years, whichever occurs first.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2020.

And that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read:

An act relating to limiting the sentence of life without the possibility of
parole.

(Committee vote: 3-2-0)

S. 281.

An act relating to the Working Group on the Status of Libraries in Vermont.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Hardy for the Committee on Education.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. WORKING GROUP ON THE STATUS OF LIBRARIES IN
VERMONT; REPORT

(a) Creation. There is created the Working Group on the Status of
Libraries in Vermont to study and report on the statewide status of Vermont’s
libraries. The Working Group is formed with the intent of strengthening and
supporting libraries of all sizes and improving library services for the public.
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(b) Membership. The Working Group shall be composed of the following
members:

(1) the State Librarian;

(2) the President of the Vermont Library Association or designee;

(3) the Executive Director of the Vermont Humanities Council or
designee;

(4) three representatives of public libraries, who shall be from libraries
of different sizes and from different regions of the State, appointed by the
State Librarian;

(5) two representatives of public school libraries, who shall be from
schools of different sizes and from different regions of the State, appointed by
the Secretary of Education;

(6) two representatives of college and university libraries, appointed by
the President of the College and Special Libraries Section of the Vermont
Library Association; and

(7) one public library trustee, appointed by the President of the Friends
and Trustees Section of the Vermont Library Association.

(c) Powers and Duties. The Working Group shall study:

(1) library services for specific segments of the Vermont population,
including senior citizens, individuals with disabilities, youths and children,
immigrant and migrant communities, and people living in poverty;

(2) the role that libraries play in emergency preparedness, cultural
diversity and inclusion, public health and safety, community identity and
resiliency, economic development, and access to public programs and services;
and

(3) the current overall status of Vermont libraries, which may include
information related to programming, collections, facilities, technology, and
staffing.

(A) Programming. The Working Group may study the types and
frequency of library programs, attendance at library programs, and whether
library programs are meeting community needs. The study of programming
may include an assessment of public engagement and outreach surrounding
library programming, as well as the opportunities for nonlibrary programs and
groups to access Vermont libraries.

(B) Collections. The Working Group may study the size and
diversity of library holdings and assess the strengths and gaps in materials
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available to Vermonters. The study of collections may include an assessment
of how libraries may best share resources across differing libraries and
communities, whether libraries offer community-specific resources, and
whether libraries maintain special collections or historical artifacts.

(C) Facilities. The Working Group may study whether library
facilities and buildings could be improved with regard to energy efficiency,
accessibility, flexibility, human health and safety, historic preservation, and
intergenerational needs.

(D) Technology. The Working Group may study whether Vermont
libraries have sufficient access to basic technological resources, cyber-security
resources, high-speed Internet, electronic catalogs, interlibrary loan and other
interoperable systems, and appropriate hardware and software.

(E) Staff. The Working Group may study staffing levels at Vermont
libraries, whether staffing levels are sufficient to meet community needs,
whether library staff compensation and benefits are sufficient, how libraries
rely on volunteers, and what resources are available for workforce
development and training of library staff.

(d) Public Input. As part of the study and report, the Working Group shall
solicit feedback from the general public and library users around the State.
The Working Group may examine models for library management and
organization in other states, including the formation of statewide service
networks.

(e) Consultation with the Board of Libraries. The Working Group may
solicit feedback from the Board of Libraries.

(f) Assistance. The Working Group shall have the administrative,
technical, and legal assistance of the Department of Libraries. For purposes of
scheduling meetings and preparing recommended legislation, the Working
Group shall have the assistance of the Office of Legislative Council.

(g) Report. On or before November 1, 2021, the Working Group shall
submit a report to the House and Senate Committees on Education. The report
shall contain:

(1) specific and detailed findings and proposals concerning the issues set
forth in subsection (c) of this section;

(2) recommendations for updating the statutes, rules, standards, and the
governance structures of Vermont libraries to ensure equitable access for
Vermont residents, efficient use of resources, and quality in the provision of
services;
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(3) recommendations related to the funding needs of Vermont libraries,
including capital, ongoing, and special funding, and an assessment of whether
there is a need for State aid and, if so, the amounts that may be distributed; and

(4) any other information or recommendations that the Working Group
may deem necessary.

(h) Meetings.

(1) The State Librarian shall be the Chair of the Working Group.

(2) The Chair shall call the first meeting of the Working Group to occur
within 45 days after the effective date of this act.

(3) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.

(4) The Working Group shall cease to exist on December 1, 2021.

(i) Compensation and reimbursement. Members of the Working Group
shall be entitled to per diem compensation and reimbursement of expenses as
permitted under 32 V.S.A. § 1010 for not more than 12 meetings. These
payments shall be made from the General Fund.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

(Committee vote: 5-0-1)

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
McCormack for the Committee on Appropriations.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended as recommended by
the Committee on Education with the following amendments thereto:

First: In Sec. 1, Working Group on the Status of Libraries in Vermont;
report, in subsection (f), immediately following the first sentence, by striking
out the sentence “For purposes of scheduling meetings and preparing
recommended legislation, the Working Group shall have the assistance of the
Office of Legislative Council.”

Second: In Sec. 1, Working Group on the Status of Libraries in Vermont;
report, in subdivision (g)(3), immediately following the words “and special
funding” by striking out “, and an assessment of whether there is a need for
State aid and, if so, the amounts that may be distributed”.

Third: In Sec. 1, Working Group on the Status of Libraries in Vermont;
report, by striking out subsection (i) in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:
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(i) Compensation and reimbursement. Members of the Working Group
shall be entitled to per diem compensation and reimbursement of expenses as
permitted under 32 V.S.A. § 1010 for not more than 12 meetings. These
payments shall be made from monies appropriated to the Department of
Libraries.

(j) Appropriation. The sum of $4,000.00 is appropriated to Department of
Libraries from the General Fund in fiscal year 2021 for per diem compensation
and reimbursement of expenses for members of the Working Group.

(Committee vote: 6-0-1)

S. 296.

An act relating to limiting out-of-pocket expenses for prescription insulin
drugs.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Balint for the Committee on Finance.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 8 V.S.A. § 4089i is amended to read:

§ 4089i. PRESCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE

* * *

(h)(1) A health insurance or other health benefit plan offered by a health
insurer or pharmacy benefit manager shall limit a beneficiary’s total out-of-
pocket responsibility for prescription insulin medications to not more than
$100.00 per 30-day supply, regardless of the amount, type, or number of
insulin medications prescribed for the beneficiary.

(2) The $100.00 monthly limit on out-of-pocket spending for
prescription insulin medications set forth in subdivision (1) of this subsection
shall apply regardless of whether the beneficiary has satisfied any applicable
deductible requirement under the health insurance or health benefit plan.

(i) As used in this section:

* * *

(7) “Prescription insulin medication” means a prescription medication
that contains insulin and is used to treat diabetes.

(i)(j) The Department of Financial Regulation shall enforce this section and
may adopt rules as necessary to carry out the purposes of this section.
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Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on January 1, 2021 and shall apply to health
insurance and other health benefit plans on or after January 1, 2021 on such
date as a health insurer or pharmacy benefit manager issues, offers, or renews
the plan, but in no event later than January 1, 2022.

(Committee vote: 6-0-1)

CONFIRMATIONS

The following appointments will be considered by the Senate, as a group,
under suspension of the Rules, as moved by the President pro tempore, for
confirmation together and without debate, by consent thereby given by the
Senate. However, upon request of any senator, any appointment may be
singled out and acted upon separately by the Senate, with consideration given
to the report of the Committee to which the appointment was referred, and
with full debate; and further, all appointments for the positions of Secretaries
of Agencies, Commissioners of Departments, Judges, Magistrates, and
members of the Public Utility Commission shall be fully and separately acted
upon.

Craig Bolio of Winooski – Commissioner, Department of Taxes – By Sen.
Cummings for the Committee on Finance. (01/21/20)

Michael Schirling of Burlington – Commissioner, Department of Public
Safety – Sen. Mazza for the Committee on Transportation. (01/29/20)

Michael K. Smith of Westford – Secretary, Agency of Human Services –
Sen. Lyons for the Committee on Health and Welfare. (02/12/02)

Sabina Brochu of Williston - Member, State Board of Education - By Sen.
Ingram for the Committee on Education. (01/24/20)

Kyle Courtois of Georgia - Member, State Board of Education - By Sen.
Perchlik for the Committee on Education. (01/24/20)

Margaret Tandoh of South Burlington – Member, Board of Medical
Practice – By Sen. McCormack for the Committee on Health and Welfare.
(02/11/20)

Holly Morehouse of Burlington – Member, Children and Family Council
for Prevention Programs – By Sen. Lyons for the Committee on Health and
Welfare. (02/12/20)

Susan Hayward of Middlesex – Member, Capitol Complex Commission –
By Sen. Benning for the Committee on Institutions. (02/14/20)
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Heather Shouldice – Member, Capitol Complex Commission – By Sen.
Benning for the Committee on Institutions. (02/14/20)

Dorinne Dorfman – Member, Children and Family Council for Prevention
Programs – Sen. Cummings for the Committee on Health and Welfare.
(02/25/20)

PUBLIC HEARINGS

March 11, 2020 - 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. - Room 11 - Re: Re: Pupil
weighting study - Senate Committee on Education.

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

CROSSOVER DATES

The Joint Rules Committee established the following Crossover deadlines:

(1) All Senate/House bills must be reported out of the last committee of
reference (including the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and
Means, except as provided below in (2) and the exceptions listed below) on or
before Friday, March 13, 2020, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they
may be placed on the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day – Committee
bills must be voted out of Committee by Friday March 13, 2020.

(2) All Senate/House bills referred pursuant to Senate Rule 31 or House
Rule 35(a) to the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and Means
must be reported out by the last of those committees on or before Friday,
March 20, 2020, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they may be placed on
the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day.

Note: The Senate will not act on bills that do not meet these crossover
deadlines, without the consent of the Senate Rules Committee.

Exceptions to the foregoing deadlines include the major money bills
(the general Appropriations bill (“The Big Bill”), the Transportation
Capital bill, the Capital Construction bill and the Fee/Revenue bills.


