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S.326
Introduced by Committee on Education
Date: January 21, 2020
Subject: Education; State Advisory Panel on Special Education
Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to amend the
special education laws to ensure that the composition of the State Advisory

Panel on Special Education remains in compliance with federal law.

An act relating to the State Advisory Panel on Special Education

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

Sec. 1. 16 V.S.A. § 2945 is amended to read:

§ 2945. STATE ADVISORY COUNCIHE PANEL ON SPECIAL
EDUCATION
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(a) The State Advisory Panel on Special Education (Panel) is created to

provide guidance with respect to special education and related services for

children with disabilities in the State. Members of the Panel shall be

appointed by the Governor, with the advice of the Secretary of Education. The

Panel shall perform its duties, and members of the Panel shall be appointed, in

accordance with federal law. In addition to members appointed to the Panel to

satisfy the requirements under federal law, the members of the Panel shall

include a representative of each body designated by the State under federal law

as the Parent Training and Information Center and the Protection and

Advocacy System. The total number of members on the Panel shall not

exceed 37 members.

(b) The Panel shall elect an executive committee from among its members.

The executive committee shall be composed of seven members of the Panel,

one of whom shall be the chair of the Panel. A majority of the members of the

executive committee shall be individuals with disabilities or parents of

children with disabilities (ages birth through 26 years of age). The executive
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committee shall call meetings of the Panel and shall direct the work of the

Panel.

(c) The Panel shall advise both the Agency of Education and the State

Board of Education on those matters upon which the Panel is required, under

federal law, to advise the State Education Agency.

(d) Members of the Panel shall be entitled to per diem compensation and

reimbursement of expenses as permitted under 32 V.S.A. § 1010.

Sec. 2. TRANSITION

On or before August 1, 2020, members shall be appointed to the State

Advisory Panel on Special Education under 16 V.S.A. § 2945 to ensure that

the membership of the Panel complies with federal law, including the

appointment of members who fulfill the requirement that a majority of the

members be individuals with disabilities or parents of children with

disabilities.
Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.




