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Standards  

All standards are in compliance with the International Hunter Education Association 
(http://ihea-usa.org),  the organization that develops standards for all 50 states, Canada, 
Mexico, and South Africa, which allows the Vermont hunter education courses to be 
acceptable proof of hunter education in all jurisdictions of the IHEA. IHEA standards can be 
found here: http://www.ihea-usa.org/hunting-and-shooting/hunter-education/ihea-usa-
standards   

Traditional/Classroom Based Course (Basic Hunter Education): 
This is a minimum 12-hour in person course. Students must pass a 50-question written 
exam as well as display maturity and responsibility with a firearm in order to pass the 
course. At the end of the course, students receive their hunter education certification card, 
or commonly called "orange card." A sample traditional course outline is attached. 
Required topics include: 

1) Firearms and proper handling: minimum 6 hours 
2) Hunter Responsibility: 2 hours 
3) Wildlife Management: 1 hour 
4) Muzzleloading: 30 minutes 
5) Outdoor Safety and Medical Self Help: 1 hour 
6) Defensive Turkey Hunting: 30 minutes 
7) Evaluations and Testing: 1 hour 
8) Total minimum hours: 12 hours 

Homestudy Hunter Education (Basic Hunter Education): 
Homestudy courses differ from traditional classroom courses in that the student is almost 
entirely responsible for learning the written/knowledge-based material. The knowledge-
based homework can be completed online or in a workbook and manual. This homework 
takes about 4 hours to complete. The student is responsible for attending a minimum 8-
hour in-person course with certified instructors to lead skills-based education. Students 
must pass a 50-question written exam as well as display maturity and responsibility with a 
firearm in order to pass the course. At the end of the course, students receive their hunter 
education certification card, or commonly called "orange card." A sample homestudy field 
day outline is attached. 

Other certification courses: 

• Trapper Education — Students must bring their completed home study workbook 
to the field day. It should be at least 90% complete with adequately detailed 
answers in order for the student to attend the field day. 

• Bowhunter Education — Homework, in the form of student manual chapter 
reviews, can allow more time for field training. Students can also access an online 
bowhunter education course. 



FY17 Student and Instructor Numbers: 

Certification courses only: 

FY2017 (July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017): 

• Students 
o 4535 students passed all disciplines 

• Firearm: 2,919 passed 
• Bow: 1,432 passed 
• Trapper: 184 passed 

• 641of the students were certified at GMCC in bow and firearm. 
• 177 of the trapper education certifications were at GMCC. 

o This is about average for the last 5 years. 
• 405 volunteer instructors from age 13 and older 

o Junior instructors under 18 years of age teach HE/bow/trapper courses for 
the public with certified instructors. There are about 15 junior instructors. 

o Junior councilors teach at GMCC under NRIs. They teach HE/bow/trapper 
courses for GMCC campers. There are about 100 JCs. 

• 182 classes offered 
o 98 firearm courses 

• Traditional/classroom-based course: 52 
• Homestudy course (homework with an 8-hour field component): 46 

o 33 bowhunter courses 
o 36 combo hunter/bowhunter courses (12 were at GMCC) 
o 15 trapper education courses (5 were at GMCC) 

• School courses (this is not a comprehensive list) 
o Northfield MHS June 2017 (during class) 
o Burlington HS June 2017 (during class) 
o North Troy Elementary School Fall 2017 & 2015 (during class) 
o Rutland Technical School Fall 2017 (during class) 
o Danville Elementary March 2018 (after school) 
o Williamstown MHS March 2018 (during intersession) 
o Choice Academy March 2018 (during class) 
o Green Mountain College (done by volunteer instructor who is also a 

professor. This course is for college credit) 
o Middlebury College (taught by a volunteer instructor who is also a professor) 
o Missisquoi fall 2017 (During gym, and an after-school offering) 



Additional 150 non-certification students in:  

• Turkey hunting seminars 
• Small game hunting 

. • 	Archery hunting 
• Black bear hunting 
• Processing seminars 
• Hunting with dogs 
• Youth waterfowl hunter training  

• Black bears 
• Crossbows 
• Fur tanning 
• Advanced bowhunting 
• Range operator seminar 
• Youth hunter education challenge 

Hunting Related Shooting Incidents (HRSI)  

Vermont Hunting-Related Shootings 
1972 to 2017 
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Year Total HRSI Fatalities Incidents During November 
Rifle 

2010 2 0 2 
2011 4 1 1 
2012 0 0 0 
2013 6 0 3 
2014 0 0 0 
2015 2 0 1 

• 2016 7 0 2 
2017 4 0 2 

Average since 2010 3.13 
Average since 1972 8.33 
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HUNTING 
PARTICIPATION AND INJURY DATA 2010 
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FACT: In fiscal years 2006 - 2010, more 
than $310,000,000 was apportioned to states 
from excise tax collections on items such as 
firearms and ammunition. These monies may 
only be used for hunter education and saftey 
training. This, along with a strong networli 
of 50,000 dedicated hunter education 
instructors, helps make hunting one of the 
safest activities in America. 
Sources: USFW & IHEA 
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IS,M1jS'ill times more likely to be injured playingNolleyball than hunting. 
• t 	4  

is-19.timeS more likely to be injured 	than hunting. 
. 	. 

I:. MIS 25 times more Rely to be injured cheerleading or bicycle,riding than hunting. - 	, 
34 times morelikely to, bei jnured playing soccer pr skateboarding thar4 hunting. 

n is 105,timesmor8,1*ely to be injured playing tackle football than hunting. 
, 

flurces:, (a) Number of 	National Sporting Goods Association (NSdA) Sports Participation 2010 estimates. 
(b) Total Injuries: Consumer Products Safety Commission (CPSC) National Electronic Injury Surveillance System NEISS) 2010 estimates. Per, PSG, NEISS injury data may contain 

both injury and fatality figures for some activities. The majority of injuries are non fatal and specific breakouts of injury versus falaiityd ta by activity are unavailable. 
* Huntinl with firearms total injtfries/incidents include 'CPSC NEISS injury data for Tree Stands (hunting) as well as estimated injuries from IHEA Hunter Incident Clearinghouse.' 
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