
Subchapter 004 : Revocation Of Parole  

(Cite as: 28 V.S.A. § 551a)  

 § 551a. Law enforcement powers of correctional officers; training requirements 
(a) (a) The Commissioner of Corrections shall establish training requirements 

necessary for a correctional officer to be authorized to exercise the power to arrest 

a person on probation under section 301 of this title, to arrest a person serving 

supervised community sentence under section 363 of this title, or to arrest a 

person on parole under section 551 of this title. The required training shall include 

training in search and seizure, criminal law, authority to arrest, use of force, 

reporting and record keeping, and liability for actions and conduct.  

 

(b)  A community correctional officer, a probation and parole officer, a corrections 

programs supervisor and a community service team leader, on a request made to 

the commissioner, shall receive training to use a firearm to assist in the discharge 

or his or her duties. On successful completion of the training requirements, the 

officer shall be certified by the commissioner to carry and use a firearm furnished 

or approved by the commissioner, and shall be issued a firearm or authorized to 

carry a firearm approved by the commissioner within 30 days of completion of 

the certification.  The training shall be provided by a certified firearms instructor 

and shall include at least 40 hours of classroom and range instruction.  After 

initial certification, the officer shall successfully complete an annual 

recertification course provided by a certified firearms instructor.  The course shall 

be developed by the commissioner to ensure that the officer continues to maintain 

the necessary training and skills to be able to carry and use a firearm while on 

duty in the discharge of his or her duties.  

  

(c)   

(b) The Commissioner may also authorize and designate any correctional officer 

as defined in subdivision 3(10) of this title to become certified by the Vermont 

Criminal Justice Training Council as a law enforcement officer pursuant to the 

provisions of 20 V.S.A. chapter 151. The Commissioner and the Executive 

Director of the Vermont Criminal Justice Training Council shall develop 

curriculum subject to the approval of the Council. The Commissioner by 

Department policy may prescribe the use of those law enforcement powers 

consistent with the official duties and job descriptions of the correctional officer, 

and may direct that the correctional officer not carry any weapon while on duty. 

Any person hereby certified shall be sworn by the Commissioner. (Added 1997, 

No. 152 (Adj. Sess.), § 6; amended 2013, No. 141 (Adj. Sess.), § 21, eff. July 1, 

2015.) 
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