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April 26, 2017

The Honorable Ajit Pai

Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12t Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Chairman Pai:

As a group of startups, entrepreneurs, investors, and the organizations who support them
from all 50 states, we were excited to hear about your recent regional tour with startups
and innovators and learn about your plans to drive better, faster broadband deployment
across the U.S.

During your tour, you noted that "High-speed Internet access, or broadband, is giving rise
to what I have called the democratization of entrepreneurship. With a powerful plan and a
digital connection, you can raise capital, start a business, immediately reach a worldwide
customer base, and disrupt an entire industry." We couldn’t agree more. Each of our
businesses is an example of the sort of innovation and investment that meaningful
broadband access has fueled.

But the success of America’s startup ecosystem depends on more than improved
broadband speeds. We also depend on an open Internet—including enforceable net
neutrality rules that ensure big cable companies can’t discriminate against people like us.
We're deeply concerned with your intention to undo the existing legal framework.

Without net neutrality, the incumbents who provide access to the Internet would be able to
pick winners or losers in the market. They could impede traffic from our services in order
to favor their own services or established competitors. Or they could impose new tolls on
us, inhibiting consumer choice. Those actions directly impede an entrepreneur’s ability to
“start a business, immediately reach a worldwide customer base, and disrupt an entire
industry.” Our companies should be able to compete with incumbents on the quality of our
products and services, not our capacity to pay tolls to Internet access providers.

Fortunately, in 2015 the Federal Communications Commission put in place light touch net
neutrality rules that not only prohibit certain harmful practices, but also allow the
Commission to develop and enforce rules to address new forms of discrimination. We are
concerned by reports that you would replace this system with a set of minimum voluntary



commitments, which would give a green light for Internet access providers to discriminate

in unforeseen ways.

Rather than dismantling regulations that allow the startup ecosystem to thrive, we urge
you to focus instead on policies that would promote a stronger Internet for everyone. We
applaud efforts to remove unnecessary barriers to construction of new networks, which
would foster increased competition and faster, more affordable, open Internet access. We
appreciate your consideration and stand at the ready to provide insights that support this

work.
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SERPs, Inc.
Seattle, WA

Shapeways
New York, NY

shopkick, Inc.
Redwood City, CA



Shotput Inc
Oakland, CA

Shyft Technologies Inc.
Seattle, WA

Sigmend
Denver, CO

Simple Energy, Inc.
Boulder, CO

Simplynew
Playa Vista, CA

SKINMETRO SKINEXPERT
Los Angeles, CA

Skymind
San Francisco, CA

smart vision labs
new york, NY

Snips
New York, NY

Social Print Studio
San Francisco, CA

SoftTech VC
Palo Alto, CA

Southern Reprographics, Inc.

Little Rock, AR

ShowBizCentral, Inc.
Los Angeles, CA

Sierra Faction
San Francisco, CA

Silicon Slopes
Lehi, UT

Simplifeye
New York, NY

SixThirty CYBER Fund
St. Louis, MO

Skrach Capital
Miami, FL

SlidesUp
Boston, MA

SnapCheck
San Francisco, CA

Snorachu Studios
Bellevue, WA

Socrative
Salt Lake City, UT

Sonic
Santa Rosa, CA

SpaceView Inc
Portland, OR

Shush
Denver, CO

Sift Science
San Francisco, CA

SilverFox Broadband
Chicago, IL

Simply Made Apps, Inc.
Fargo, ND

Sketchfab
New York, NY

Skymesh, Inc.
Austin, TX

Smart Button
Newark, DE

SnapEngage
Boulder, CO

Socedo, Inc.
Seattle, WA

SoftShores
El Cerrito, CA

Sourcery
San Francisco, CA

Spain Business Advisors
Wilmington, NC



Sphero Inc.
Boulder, CO

Splitwise Inc.
Providence, RI

Spring Noodles
Tulsa, OK

Square One DSM
Des Moines, [A

Stan Group Inc.
New York, NY

Staple Health
Burlington, VT

Startup Capital Ventures
Menlo Park, CA

Stealth startup
San Francisco, CA

StoryWorth, Inc.
San Francisco, CA

Strive and Solve Ventures
Austin, TX

Stylaquin
Providence, RI

Supportland
Portland, OR

SPIDR Tech
Los Angeles, CA

SpotHero
Chicago, IL

Sproutel
Providence, RI

Stackery, Inc
Portland, OR

Standard CP
Franklin, TN

Starsky Robotics
San Francisco, CA

StartupD]
Boston, MA

Steno, Inc
New York, NY

Strategic Bookings
Chicago, IL

Strix
Pittsburgh, PA

Sucre Blue
Kansas City, MO

SurveySnap
Annapolis, MD

Spigot Labs
Denver, CO

SpotRight, Inc.
Little Rock, AR

SproutVideo
Brooklyn, NY

StackSource, Inc.
New York, NY

Stanton Web Applications,
Inc.
San Francisco, CA

StarStreet Inc
New York, NY

Stasis
Los Angeles, CA

Stone Soup Tech Solutions
Griffin, GA

Streamweaver
Cedar Rapids, 1A

Sturman Consulting
Brookline, MA

Sultan Ventures
Honoluly, HI

Svaha LLC
Ellsworth, ME



Sweet Spearmint Software
LLC
Austin, TX

TAFFY&TIN
Rutherfordton, NC

Teachers Pay Teachers
New York, NY

Techstars
Austin, TX

Techstars
New York, NY

TeleChoice, Inc.
Mansfield Center, CT

Tenzo
San Francisco, CA

Textras
San Francisco, CA

The Food Corridor
Fort Collins, CO

The Meta Method
Oak Ridge, TN

The Real Startup
San Francisco, CA

The Spry Group, LLC
Brooklyn, NY

Swym Corporation
Seattle, WA

TangoSource
Seattle, WA

TeamSnap
Boulder, CO

Techstars
Chicago, IL

Techstars Mobility
Detroit, MI

TempolQ
San Francisco, CA

Tesorio
Burlingame, CA

The Clear Scoop
New York, NY

The Interactive Resource,
Inc.
Austin, TX

The Mill
Las Vegas, NV

The Sandbox Santa Barbara
Santa Barbara, CA

The Tap Lab, Inc.
Cambridge, MA

Syndicated Loan Direct

New York, NY

TapGenes, Inc.
Chicago, IL

TechSquare Labs
Atlanta, GA

Techstars
Los Angeles CA

Teknatus Solutions
Dover, DE

Tenjin
San Francisco, CA

Test My Pitch
Ivoryton, CT

The Feral Few LLC
Kansas City, MO

The Meme Factory, Inc.

Chicago, IL

The Palner Group, Inc.

Fort Lauderdale, FL

The Simple Group
San Francisco, CA

The Venture Center
Little Rock, AR



theCO
Jackson, TN

Thread Genius
New York, NY

TL Biolabs
Santa Clara, CA

Topweb, LLC
Chicago, IL

TouchAppMedia
New York, NY

Train the Team
Cedar Rapids, 1A

Transmedia SF
San Francisco, CA

TreeTop Security
Hays, KS

Tribe
Chicago, IL

Truebill
San Francisco, CA

Tuva Labs
New York, NY

Unleash Your Presence
New York, NY

themidgame
Glen Allen, VA

Thunkable
San Francisco, CA

™
San Francisco, CA

Torsh Inc
New Orleans, LA

Tovala
Chicago, IL

Trainer Road, LLC
Reno, NV

Treatmo, Inc.
Phoenix, AZ

TRELORA
Denver, CA

Trippy Panda
San Fran, CA

Trunk
San Francisco, CA

Union Square Ventures
New York, NY

UNO
San Francisco, CA

ThinkPenguin, Inc
Keene, NH

titanez.net
Spokane, WA

Tolemi
Boston, MA

Tostie Productions, LLC
San Diego, CA

Trace
Provo, UT

TransFX
Chattanooga, TN

Treehouse Stickers
Portland, OR

Tress
Mountain View, CA

TrueAbility, Inc
San Antonio, TX

Tuffwerx
Austin, TX

Union Street Media
Burlington, VT

Upworthy
New York, NY



Urban Leash, Inc
Chicago, IL

vl.vc
Boulder, CO

VegFest, Inc.
Worcester, MA

Venntive
San Francisco, CA

Venture Hall
Portland, ME

Verificient Technologies, Inc.

New York, NY

Versus Creative
Los Angeles, CA

Vidpresso
Ogden, UT

Village Capital
Washington, DC

Virtkick, Inc.
San Antonio, TX

Voatz
Boston, MA

Vytalize Health
Hoboken, NJ

Ushahidi
Boulder, CO

Valid Evaluation, Inc.
Denver, CO

Venchr
Philadelphia, PA

Venrock
New York, NY

Venture Legal, LLC
Kansas City, MO

Vermont Center for
Emerging Technologies, Inc
Burlington, VT

VetPronto
San Francisco, CA

Viewmic
Weston, FL

Vimeo, Inc.
New York, NY

Vitae Industries
Providence, RI

Voterworkz
Alpharetta, GA

Waggit
Denver, CO

UXTesting Inc.
Menlo Park, CA

Validated
Seattle, WA

VendorHawk
Seattle, WA

Ventre Tech
Lexington, KY

Verena Solutions
Chicago, IL

VersaMe
Menlo Park, CA

VETTED
San Jose, CA

VigLink

San Francisco, CA

Vinsight, Inc.

Mountain View, CA

Vitally, Inc
New York, NY

Voyhoy
Miami, FL

Warby Parker
New York, NY



We Are Set, Inc
San Francisco, CA

Wendel Financial Group
Westfield, NJ

Wilke Systems Intl, Inc
Richland, WA

WorkBright
Boulder, CO

Write.as
Jacksonville, FL

XapiX Inc
New York, NY

Yonomi
Boulder, CO

Youxpert
Raleigh, NC

ZeroCater
San Francisco, CA

Weebly
San Francisco, CA

West Device Innovations
Shawnee, KS

With Great People
Boston, MA

WorkHound, Inc.
Des Moines, [A

WV Hive
Beckley, WV

XLR8SUH
Honoluluy, HI

You Got Listings, Inc.
Worcester, MA

Zagaran, Inc.
Boston, MA

zlien
New Orleans, LA

Well Health Inc.
Redwood City, CA

WhichBox Media, Inc
Dallas, TX

Wizy.io
San Francisco, CA

Wright Electric
San Francisco, CA

X-Lab
Washington, DC

XStream Trucking Inc
Burlingame, CA

Your Nutrition Delivered
New Orleans, LA

ZendyHealth
Los Angeles, CA



