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If you fail to plan, you are planning to fail.



Why Plan?



MUNICIPAL PLANS IN VERMONT
Planning Act of 1921



1850: Pop. 314,120 1930: Pop. 359,611 



Planning and Development Act (1967) and
Act 200 (1988)  

“To plan development so as to 
maintain the historic settlement 
pattern of compact village and 
urban centers separated by 
rural countryside.”

24 V.S.A. Chapter 117 
§ 4302. Purpose; goals





(1) To establish a coordinated, comprehensive planning process and policy 
framework to guide decisions by municipalities, regional planning 
commissions, and state agencies. 

(2) To encourage citizen participation at all levels of the planning process, and 
to assure that decisions shall be made at the most local level possible 
commensurate with their impact. 

(3) To consider the use of resources and the consequences of growth and 
development for the region and the state, as well as the community in 
which it takes place. 

(4) To encourage and assist municipalities to work creatively together to 
develop and implement plans

Planning and Development Act (1967) and
Act 200 (1988)  

24 V.S.A. Chapter 117 
§ 4302. Purpose; goals



“When it comes to planning, if you’re not
doing it with people - they think you are
doing it to them.”

Roger Millar, AICP
National Complete Streets Coalition



Municipal governments have only the powers expressly granted to them by the state legislature



PLANNING IN VERMONT



Regional Planning

RPCs shall adopt regional plans.

12 Elements

8 Year Plans

Shall be consistent  with state 
goals

Regulatory authority (Act 250)



1. Statement of objectives
2. Land use plan  
3. Transportation plan  
4. Utility and facility plan  
5. Polices on historic and natural resources 
6. Educational facilities plan
7. Implementation plan
8. Relation to other regions
9. Energy plan
10. Housing plan
11. Economic development plan (added 2011)
12. Flood resilience plan (2013)

12 Elements







MUNICIPAL PLANS IN VERMONT
PLANNING & Development Act – 1967 & 1988 Amendments

A municipality may plan, if does it shall…



Municipal Planning

Municipalities ‘may’ plan
If they do, they shall…

12 plan elements

8 year expirations

Confirmation by RPC (Optional)

Municipal Planning Grant
Impact Fees
Designation eligibility





Act 90 of 2016 (H.367)

Requires that the municipality 
document that it is actively 
engaged in implementation of 
the plan in order to retain 
confirmation 

24 V.S.A. § 4350

Municipal Planning



Regulatory Implementation 
of the Municipal Plan 24 V.S.A. §4410-4414

… a municipality may utilize any or 
all of the tools provided in this 
subchapter and any other 
regulatory tools or methods not 
specifically listed.

Note: Limitations on Municipal Regulations amended 24 V.S.A. §4413  



Regulatory Implementation 
of the Municipal Plan 24 V.S.A. §4410-4414

Forest Zoning Districts

Natural Resources 
Overlays

Conservation Subdivisions

Road Policies



Clarity is critical.



No 
Regulations

20%

Zoning
23%

Subdivision
3%

Zoning & 
Subdivision

54%

Municipal Regulations in Vermont
(As of September 2015)



Municipal Plans in 
Vermont 

5000VO
LU

N
TE

ER
S

$90 Billion
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POPULATION OF VERMONT TOWNS



Median population: 1,222

POPULATION OF VERMONT TOWNS



Municipal Planning Grants 









Community 
Centers

322
6% of Vermont
240 acre mean



Residential Growth 2004-2014

77%

23%
inside

outside

Residential Structures





The Five Designations 

Core Designations

Village Centers (Est. 2003)

Downtowns (Est. 1998)

New Town Centers (Est. 2003)

Neighborhood Development Areas (Est. 2013)

Growth Centers (Est. 2006)

Add-On Designations (must have a core designation to qualify):





http://www.vpic.info
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