Vermonters for Ethical Coexistence with Coyotes

Vermont Coyote Coexistence Coalition’s (VCCC) aim is to educate, create awareness, and
promote ethical and sustainable coexistence with coyotes/coywolves in our state.

VERMONT RESIDENTS ONLY: PLEASE SIGN THIS PETITION AND SHOW YOUR
SUPPORT!

The goal of this petition is to enact a regulated season on coyote that is science-based, draws on
principles of fair chase, no wanton waste, and promotes responsible hunting behavior and
ethical pursuit.

The Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department collects no data on the size of Vermont’s coyote
population, nor the number killed each year. Yet the Department currently permits an open
season on coyotes; they may be killed 365 days per year, night and day. There are no
regulations against coyote killing contests/derbies where monetary awards are offered for the
largest or smallest coyote killed. Coyotes are often call-baited by “field-agents” employed by
‘for-profit’ proprietary game-call businesses such as Foxpro (electronic calls). In turn,

Foxpro profits when all too many hunters subscribe to this type of bait-hunting.


https://www.change.org/u/604304048
https://www.change.org/u/604304048
https://www.change.org/u/604304048

Coyotes caught in painful steel leghold traps suffer for 24 hours or possibly longer, and resort to
desperately chewing at the trap and their paw(s) to free themselves. They are also hunted with
hounds and chased for miles until they are completely exhausted and cornered; left defenseless,
only then, they are killed. Often their bodies are left to decompose as waste. Female coyotes are
killed while pregnant, nursing or rearing young pups, leaving their young to starve to death.

Coyotes generally mate for life and breed in January to February. Pups are born in dens in
April-Mid May. They are weaned at about 6-8 weeks, and learn to forage and hunt with both
adult parents. Pups mature around nine months, but do not breed until they are two years old,
unless pack leaders, the alpha pair, are killed. An open season on coyotes does not actually
decrease the overall population. In fact, reckless killing induces earlier breeding and larger
litters. It also disrupts the social hierarchy, which can lead to problematic behavior of younger,
less experienced, pack members and more aggressive interactions with livestock and domestic
pets.

Without natural predators, such as coyotes, populations of small rodents can quickly become
overpopulated. "High levels of human-caused mortality of top predators can jeopardize
ecosystem health in several ways as smaller predators can become over-abundant (e.g.,
raccoons), herbivores can become over-abundant (e.g., rabbits, ungulates), disease risks can
Increase, and non-native species may invade more easily (Science, 2014, 343:6167, 1241484)."
Predators like coyote and fox also eat rodents. Rodents such as mice are host to deer ticks who
transmit Lyme and other tick borne diseases, documented to be on the increase in Vermont.

This petition will be delivered to the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department and Board
requesting implementation of a science-based, ethical decision-making process, including a
defined, regulated and monitored season similar to those used in the management of other
species. Such a step is critical in order for Vermont to catch up to 21st century sensibilities
regarding stewardship of wildlife.

The coyote, our unigue Song Dog who has existed in North America since the Pleistocene, is
the most persecuted native carnivore in North America. The coyote is the flagship species for
all misunderstood and exploited carnivores. Poisoned, trapped, hounded and killed for bounties
and in contests, an estimated half a million coyotes are slaughtered every year in the U.S. —
one per minute. ~ Project Coyote
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connie belkovicz
Jessica Dion
Kristin Richland
Mary Flood
Barbara Alsop
Melissa Shanholtzer
Julie Chadwick
lisa skoworn

Erin Dupuis
Jessica Sanderson
Chawna Cota
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Ferrisburgh
East Hardwick

Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont



Megan Chauvin
Jamie Cota
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Kyle Duddie

Carol Wilber
Wilma Gatti

Raven Davis
Brenda Lavalette
C HHolm
Zsuzsanna Kadas
Alexandria Moffatt
Jennifer Berquist

South Burlington
charlotte
Rutland
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Linda elbow

Burlington

South Burlington
Barre

St Albans
Springfield

South Londonderry
Plainfield
Hartland

Jeicho

Fairfax
Montpelier

West Danville
Burlington

Stowe

Essex

Burlington
Burlington
BURLINGTON
Burlington

Wells

Craftsbury
Craftsbury Common
CRAFTSBURY CM
CRAFTSBURY CM
Glover

Irasburg
Craftsbury
Craftsbury Common
Glover
Craftsbury
GREENSBRO BND
CRAFTSBURY CM
Bristol

Rochester
CRAFTSBURY CM
East Montpelier
CRAFTSBURY CM
Craftsbury
CRAFTSBURY CM
Wolcott
lyndonville

East Hardwick
Greensboro Bend
East Hardwick
CRAFTSBURY CM
Woodbury

West Glover

Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont



Jane Walczykowski
Dana Cummings
Valerie Adams
Miriam Rogers
Susan Teske
Parma Jewett
tom Jensen
Meredith Jones
Heike Hartmann
Raul Angio
Valerie Mesa
Susan Giovannetti
Harley Meyer
Tim Patterson
Erin Rosenthal
Phillip Lovely
Diana Marckwardt
Donald Houghton
Phyl Newbeck
raven bruce
Sandra Gendron
Roberta Knight
Alaine Plourde
Rob Mullen
Karen Shapiro

S. Christopher Jacobs
Kathy Leonard
Janice McCann
jennifer jennings
Shaunna Shaw
Erica Robinson
JoAnne Wazny
Charlotte Bill
Joanne pereira
claudia rose

D Wendy Scott
Michelle Shubert
Sandy Butkovich
Paula Schramm
Pam Ploof
Arthur Boal
Brenda Nichols
Lynn Andrews
Sable Lewis
Barbara Karle
Anne Zepernick
June Cook

Craftsbury Common
Huntington
CRAFTSBURY CM
Greensboro
Lyndon
Montgomery
West Charleston
Irasburg

Stowe
Craftsbury
craftsbury
Huntington
CRAFTSBURY CM
CRAFTSBURY CM
Hardwick
CRAFTSBURY CM
West Charleston
Craftsbury Common
Jericho Center
Montpelier
Hardwick

Fairlee
Lunenburg

West Bolton
Putney
Craftsbury Common
Randolph
Rochester
pownal

Guildhall

Bethel

Enosburg Falls
Montgomery
Wolcott
Enosburg Falls
Enosburg Falls
Middlebury
Lyndonville
Enosburg Falls
Enosburg
Enosburg Falls
Guilford

North pomfret
Williston
Salisbury
Readsboro
Craftsbury Common

Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont



James Mayor
Carlie Krolick
Brittany Shaw
Jesse Littlefield
Marilyn Dupre
Annie Brunelle
Roland Dupre
Kerry Edmunds
Cynthia Hennard
Linda Di Sante
Julie Theoret
Jenna Yetman
Sean Theoret
Todd Schatzman
Thomas Diliberto
Mike Ferzoco
Sumi Sin

Carol Hysko
Donna Abbott-Rich
Maryanne Roberts
Nick Vittum

Lisa Gould
Elizabeth Urie
Laura Winter
Kenneth Foote
Athena Letourneau
Phillip Lovely
Myra Alix

Deirdre Ellerson
Linere Silloway
Sheilah Campbell
dody riggs
Marianne DeKoven
Peggy W Larson, DVM, MS, ID
Lance Polya
Colleen Schuster
Anne Jameson
Ann Kerrey

April Hancy
Patricia Bunal
Linda Huebner
Jeffrey Mack
Joanne Fedele
Tom Dibble
Andrea Scott
Mary Falcon
louise michaels

West Glover
Charlotte
Newbury
Swanton
Underhill
Waterbury Ctr
Underhill

Craftbury Common

Johnson
Burlington
Hardwick

eden mills

Saint Albans City
Waterville
Bellows Falls
Halifax

Lincoln

Lincoln

West Burke
Lincoln

Richford
Colchester
CRAFTSBURY CM
Wilmington
Barton
Winooski
CRAFTSBURY CM
North Troy
Sharon
Charleston
Colchester
Guilford
Woodford
Williston
Jericho

Lincoln
Marshfield
Putney

Barre

Bristol

Halifax
Shoreham
Newport Center
Londonderry
Shoreham
Granville
vermont

Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont



Judith Macdonald
Deb Ravenelle

K. Collins

Barbara Mines
Stephen Zeoli

Holly and Bruce Pester

Judy Wood

Marc Beaudette
Dennis Marden
Dave Horner

Lisa Senecal
Whitney Machnik
Clancy DeSmet
Margaretta Payson
Drea Thew
Cynthia Beaudette
trevien stanger
Andrea Landsberg
Kimberley Arnold
Darla Morissette
Stephanie Mahoney
Kirstin van Luling
Pam Bullock
Claire Joslyn

Pam Freilich

Patti Tursi

UteR

anne hilliard
Dianeer Walker
grace sams
ELIZABETH WILCOX
Richard Marshak
Kathi Tarrant
Vivian Jordan
delia robinson
Carmen Howe
Susan Darrah
Katherine Layton
Lynne Fitzhugh
Kelly McCracken
Susan Nussbaum
Janis Bonneau
Kathrin Lawlor
John Burke

Jean Golden
Sharon Roa
Nancy Eicker

Randolph
Johnson
Barre
Burlington
Brandon
Pittsfield
Granville
Reading
Goshen
Middlesex
Stowe
Montpelier
MONTPELIER
Montpelier
Montpelier
Wilmington
Richmond
Bread Loaf
Milton
Middlesex
Montpelier
Burlington
Guilford
Burlington
Bridport
Colchester
Burlington
Milton
Burlington
Burlington
Montpelier
Bread Loaf
Woodstock
Shelburne
Montpelier
Montpelier
Middlesex
Burlington
Fairlee
Montpelier
Richmond
Guilford
Danville
Grand Isle
East Fairfield
Colchester
Richmond

Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont



Doumina Noonan
John Aberth

Amy Richardson
Amy Brown

Barry Gauger
Olga Sobko Webb
Patricia Eno

linda cramer

luz elena morey
rylie Partin

John Svagzdys
Alan Steinberg
Kimberly Hall
rebecca kodis
Nataleem Braun
Jacqueline Carr
Ellen Celnik
Sherry Dulong
Carolyn Lacombe
Laurie Gelb
Megan Littlehales
Ellen Wright
Barbara Bosworth
Billy Claxton
Kellie Merrell

Wendy Verrei-Berenback

Laura D'Angelo

deborah cianca-mayer

Catharine Hamilton
Maria Moore

Julie Schroeder
Gary Keiser
Margaret Tamulonis
Tim Clemens

Marie Cougar
Cherie Giddings
STEFANIE LASH
Marieken Volz

Leigh Steele

Laura Fregeau
sandra cortes
Joanne Breidenstein
Lindsy O'Neill
Kendra Haven
Hillary Westover
Johanna Welch
Ashleigh Heath

Bread Loaf
West Berlin
Montpelier
Burlington
Winooski
Fairlee

Essex Junction
Saint Albans City
brattleboro
Adamant
Montpelier
Putney
Guilford
Lincoln

Essex Junction
Essex Junction
Greensboro
Westford
Shelburne
East Thetford
Marlboro
Jeffersonville
Shoreham
Huntington
Danville
Jericho Center
Guilford
Richmond
Marlboro
Westford
Underhill
Newfane
Burlington
Shoreham
Swanton
Readsboro
South Burlington
Rutland
Burlington
Colchester
guilford
Montpelier
Montpelier
charlotte
Calais

Chelsea

West Rutland

Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont



Lianne Messier
Jill Jacobelli
DIANE ERAMO
Michael and Camilla Bowater
anne brinton
Diane Breen
Dottie Nelson
Jackie Rose
Margaret Eagan
Paul Vaczy

Carol Vallett
Sara Nadeau
Jeanne Wilson
Karen A Hebert
Lonnie Poland
Stephen White
Julie Filiberti

lan Worley

Mary Redding
Robert Bessete
darla heyer

Amy Mason
Judith Crowley
Beth Kamhi
Debbie Hatch
Jeff Priest

David Vallett
Bruce Acciavatti
Dale Helms
Christine Brown
Sophie Bowater
Cara Murasko
pete diminico
Charlotte Faulstick
Roberta Summers
Laurel Neme
Rebecca Brush
John MacDougall
Kimberlee Phelps
Linda Jackson
Ellen Halperin
stephen gregg
Virginia Burgess
Margaret Bresee
Emily Medley
Charlotte Low
Colleen Smith

North Troy
Burlington
Granville
Williston
Guilford
Sheffield
Middlebury
Cornwall
Salisbury
Salisbury
Fairfax
Bread Loaf
South Burlington
Fairfax
Milton
Fairfax
Fairfax
Bread Loaf
Fairfax
Fairfax
Fairfax
Bread Loaf
Fairfax
Weathersfield
Bethel
South Burlington
Fairfax
Lincoln
Lincoln
Huntington
Worcester
Burlington
Lincoln
Barre
Huntington
Shelburne
Fairfax
Montpelier
Burlington
Montpelier
Marshfield
marshfield
Morrisville
Marshfield
Montpelier
East Calais
Lincoln

Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont



Courtney Thorn
ann picard
Kathleen Reilley
Gregg Krech
chani krech
Priscilla Trudeau
Laurie Miner
Ellen Martinsen
Teal Church
Jasmine Tessier
Sally Hillary
Shayne Jaquith
Jutta Viens

Dana Nagy
Meghan Albrecht
Carene Campbell
viginia spadaccini
Vanessa Habedank
Anita Johnson

Middlebury
East Fairfield
Lincoln
Monkton
Monkton
Cambridge
Guilford
Huntington
Montpelier
Swanton
Huntington
Huntington
Colchester
Waitsfield
Waitsfield
Richmond
shoreham
bakersfield
Barton

Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
Vermont
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