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(a) IN GENERAL

Notwithstanding any other provision of Federal, State, or local law, a Federal, State, or local government entity or official may not prohibit, or in any way restrict, any
government entity or official from sending to, or receiving from, the Immigration and Naturalization Service information regarding the citizenship or immigration status,
lawful or unlawful, of any individual.

(b) ApDITIONAL AUTHORITY OF GOVERNMENT ENTITIES Notwithstanding any other provision of Federal, State, or local law, no person or agency may prohibit, or in any way restrict,
a Federal, State, or local government entity from doing any of the following with respect to information regarding the immigration status, lawful or unlawful, of any
individual:

(1) Sending such information to, or requesting or receiving such information from, the Immigration and Naturalization Service.

(2) Maintaining such information.

(3) Exchanging such information with any other Federal, State, or local government entity.

(c) OBLIGATION TO RESPOND TO INQUIRIES
The Immigration and Naturalization Service shall respond to an inquiry by a Federal, State, or local government agency, seeking to verify or ascertain the citizenship or
immigration status of any individual within the jurisdiction of the agency for any purpose authorized by law, by providing the requested verification or status information.

(Pub. L. 104-208, div. C, title VI (http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-104publ208/htm|/PLAW-104publ208.htm), § 642, Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009-707
(http://uscode.house.gov/statviewer.htm?volume=110&page=3009-707).)
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