Children participating in Reach Up (TANF)

8% in Vermont = 9,700 kids:

What the data show

Vermont’s TANF program, called Reach Up, provides cash assistance
to families experiencing extreme financial hardship.

Percent of children in Vermont participating in Reach Up!
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Notes & Resources

The three-year average of 2013-2015 participa-
tion shows a slight decrease in 2015, but a snap-
shot of enrollment in April of 2015 was 8,527
kids; in April 2016 it was 7,878 kids—suggesting
that participation may be trending significantly
downward. The most recent annual Reach Up
Evaluation report to the Legislature attributes
the increase in average total monthly caseloads
between 2007 and 2013 to the recession, and
declines since then to an improved economy, but
also to the 2014 introduction of time limits.?
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What would it take...

...to increase the effectiveness of this critical part of Vermont’s safety
net? We should adjust grants to reflect the cost of living, protect TANF’s
identity as a cash assistance program, and restore or seek to achieve
benefit levels that meet families’ needs and so truly help protect chil-

dren from deprivation.
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Children’s participation in Reach Up is small compared to
3SquaresVT (SNAP) and Medicaid/Dr. Dynasaur?
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Participation in Reach Up is relatively small compared
to other safety net programs. Itis a program that
targets the most economically vulnerable, and serves
thousands of our youngest children—46 percent of
child recipients are age birth through 5.2
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1. Three-year average of 2013-2015 data provided by the Vermont Agency of Human Services, Department for Children and Famllles, Economic Services Division. Snapshots of April enrollment. Rounded to the nearest 100.
2. Department for Children and Families, Annual Reach Up Evaluation, Report to the Vermont Legislature, January 2017, http://I
3. Three-year average of 2013-2015 data provided by the Vermont Agency of Human Services, Department for Children and Families, Economic Serwces Division and Department of Vermont Health Access. Snapshots of

April enrollment.
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http://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Legislative-Reports/Reach-Up-Annual-Report-2017.01.09.pdf
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. P PR Maximum monthly Reach Up grants by family
Children participating in Reach Up by county* . .
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4. Three-year average of 2013-2015 data provided by the Vermont Agency of Human Services, Department for Children and Famlhes, Economic Services Division. Snapshots of April enroIIment
5. Department for Children and Families, Annual Reach Up Evaluation, Report to the Vermont Legislature, January 2017, http://I
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