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If you fail to plan, you are planning to fail.



Why Plan?



No. 107—AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR PLANNING
EggI%ISSIONS IN CITIES, TOWNS AND VIL-

[H. 111]

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State
of Vermont:

_SEcTioN 1. Creation and membership. Any city, town
or incorporated village is hereby authorized to create a
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commission to be known as the municipal planning com-
mission, by resolution of the voters at the annual city, town
or village meeting or at a special meeting duly warned for
the purpose.

When such a commission is created, it shall consist of

five persons. The mayor, chairman of the board of select-
men, president of the village or chairman of the board of
village trustees, as the case may be, shall be ex officio one
of the members of the commission during his term of office.
The other four commissioners shall be appointed in cities,
by the mayor; in towns, by the board of selectmen; and in
villages, by the village trustees. Said appointed commis-
sioners shall be appointed for the term of four years, except
that when the commission is created, one commissioner
shall be appointed for a term of four years-. one for a term of
three years, one for a term of two years, and one for a term
of one year. Any appointment to fill'a vacancy shall be
for the unexpired term.

Planning Act of 1921

Sec. 2. Ezpenses; assistance; reports. The body ereat-
ing a municipal planning commission shall, by ordinance or
resolution, provide what compensation, if any, each of such
commissioners shall receive for his services. The commis-
sion shall have authority to employ such expert and clerical
assistance as may be necessary to accomplish the purposes
for which it was created, provided that the total cost for the
same shall not exceed the appropriation that may be made
by the city, town or incorporated village for the use of said
commission. Each city town or incorporated village is
hereby authorized to make such appropriations as it may see
fit for such compensation and assistance, such appropriation
to be made by those officers ¢r bodies in such city, town or
incorporated village having charge of the appropriation of
the public funds.

The commission shall make an annual report to the
body which created it.

Sec. 3. Powers. The comrmssmn shall have power
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1. To prepare or acquire a comprehenswe plan for the
future development of the city, town or incorporated village
which shall be based primarily upon convenience, utility and
public welfare.

When said plan shall be adopted by the voters of a
city, town or mcorporat.ed village at the annual city, town
or village meeting or at a special meeting duly warned for
the purpose, it shall be known and designated as the official
municipal plan; and no highway, street, bridge, viaduct,
park, pla.yground, square, statue, monument, street ﬁxture,
park fixture, sewerage system, water system, public build-
ing, or any other public improvement proposed to be erected
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or constructed wholly or in part from public funds and not
included in said plan as adopted by the municipality, shall
be authorized to be erected or constructed within the munici-
pality until the location of the same has been submitted to
the planning commission for its approval or disapproval.

Said plan shall be deemed to be approved by the com-
mission if reasons for disapproval are not transmitted to
the city council, selectmen, or village trustees as the case
may be, within thirty days after they are received by the
commission. In case of disapproval, the commission shall
transmit its reasons for disapproval in writing to the city
council, selectmen or village trustees who may, by a majority
vote, overrule such disapproval.

2. From time to time to prepare and recommend to the
proper officers of the mumc:paht.y such amendments to the
official municipal plan as in its judgment shall be necessary
or desirable.

To recommend to the governing authority of the
municipality such ordinances, resolutions or bylaws for the
division of the municipality into districts or zones based upon
the height, ground area and use of buildings and structures
as'may be consistent with existing law.

Sec. 4. This act shall take effect from its passage.

Approved February 22, 1921.




Planning and Development Act (1967) and
Act 200 (1988)

“To plan development so as to
maintain the historic settlement
pattern of compact village and
urban centers separated by
rural countryside.”

24 V.S.A. Chapter 117
§ 4302. Purpose; goals



(1) To establish a coordinated, comprehensive planning process and policy
framework to guide decisions by municipalities, regional planning
commissions, and state agencies.

(2) To encourage citizen participation at all levels of the planning process, and
to assure that decisions shall be made at the most local level possible
commensurate with their impact.

(3) To consider the use of resources and the consequences of growth and
development for the region and the state, as well as the community in
which it takes place.

(4) To encourage and assist municipalities to work creatively together to
develop and implement plans

24 V.S.A. Chapter 117
§ 4302. Purpose; goals

Planning and Development Act (1967) and Act 200 (1988)




“When it comes to planning, if you're not doing it with
people - they think you are doing it to them.”

Roger Millar, AICP
National Complete Streets Coalition



Planning in Vermont



Regional Planning Commissions

RPCs shall adopt regional plans.
12 Elements
8 Year Plans

Shall be consistent with state
goals

Regulatory authority (Act 250)



12 Elements

Statement of objectives

Land use plan

Transportation plan

Utility and facility plan

Polices on historic and natural resources
Educational facilities plan
Implementation plan

Relation to other regions

Energy plan
.Housing plan
11. Economic development plan (added 2011)
12. Flood resilience plan (added 2013)
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$90 Billion

Property Value




Population

- Median population: 1,222
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Regional Planning Commissions












Regional Planning Commissions (RPCs)
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FISCAL YEAR 2016



Municipal Planning Grants

Median population: 1,222



Municipal Planning Grants (MPG) Award History
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Q13. Please tell us about obstacles to meeting your planning

priorities?
N. 160

Insufficient municipal capacity 12%
Lack of participation 22%
Public resistance to change 17%
Insufficient expertise/training 15%
Lack of coordination between local officials 39%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

® Major Obstacle ® Minor Obstacle Not an Obstacle

Lack of funding and insufficient municipal capacity.



Q14. How important are municipal planning grants in helping your

community or communities achieve their planning priorities?
N. 161

] Not important, 1.2%
Somewhat important,

15.5%

Very important,
83.2%

Respondents indicated that the program makes a difference



Municipal Planning Grants

“These grants and the Regional Planning Commission have enabled us to meet
state requirements that would have been very difficult to achieve without them.”

“Staff have been wonderful, but the Intelligrants System created more headaches
than it should!”

“Thanks for running this excellent program. Small communities need all the help
we can get!”

“Please restore the MPG funding to full amounts. It also makes sense to require a
match for all grants and have larger grant amounts.”

“Funds to promote community planning and sustainable development (including
local matching funds) are crucial to Vermont’s future.”

“Lets concentrate on plan implementation for a while.”



VERMONT CENTER FOR GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION



A GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEM for VERMONT
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The Creation of the Vermont State Data Base: A Program of Work (1983)

“A system
designed to
capture, store,
manipulate,
analyze, manage,
and present
spatial or
geographical
data.”



1992

Vermont Center for
Geographic Information,

Inc. 2015
1980 .-- (17mb of data!) | VCGI becomes
GIS Computer : Part of ACCD
At UVM 3 :
| 7
......... ......-.
- 1974 | i |
' Orthophotographs 6 o !
| 1989 1998 5
i Office of GIS 15t VCGI Website
i (Agency of Admin) 2002
VCGI move from
1968 UVM to Waterbury
Vermont Mapping

Program (Tax Dept)






Orthophoto Program

OVERVIEW
e Collected in sections with 5 year cycle
e Leaf-Off, No Snow, No Clouds, Infrared

2016-2020 ACQUISITION PLAN
e Minimum 30cm resolution

e Accuracy within 73.4cm meeting NSSDA
accuracy



LiDAR: Light Detection and Ranging
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Lidar Derivatives




Lidar Resolution

National Elevation Dataset: Reported vertical accuracy= 8 ft. LIDAR: Vertical accuracy= 3.6 in.




Lidar Resolution

Cell size: 9688 sq ft Cell size 1078 sq ft Cell size 5.27 sq ft
2009 Statewide Today 2018 Goal
30m DEM 10m DEM 0.7m DEM

1836x more detail

38



High Resolution Land Cover

30M Resolution Land Cover 1M Resolution Land Cover
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Flood Mapping
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vermont.gov » vegi » Act 174 — Energy Planning Mapping Siandards
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VERMONT

About VCGI

Data and Imagery

Resources

Map Center

Education and Training

Events

Leslie Pelch
Qutreach Coordinator
(802) 882-3002

John E. Adams
Director
(802) 522-0172

1 National Life Dr., Davis
Building, 6th Fioor
Montpelier, VT 05620-0501
FAX: (802) 828-3383

VERMONT cov

official zfate webzite

Vermont Center for »
Geographic Information

A Division of the Agency of Commerce and Community Development

Act 174 — Energy Planning Mapping Standards

Act 174 of 2016 establishes a new set of municipal and regional energy planning standards, which if met allow those plans to carry greater weight -
substantial deference - in the Section 248 siting process for energy generation. Links to the data specified in the ‘Mapping Standards’ are listed
below.

For more information about Act 174 and the standards, please visit the Department of Public Service's web page.

Methodology

"WCGI's Act 174 Energy Planning Mapping Standards: GIS Support tethodology” - Overview of the methodology VCGI utilized to produce the
available layers available below. Also contains tables with links to the individual components of the known and possible constraints.

Known Constraints

Constraintsknown_Act174v2 zip — Update to all “Known Constraints” merged into single “flat” ESRI shapefile format.

Possible Constraints

ConstraintsPossible_Act174v2 zip — Update to all “Possible Constraints” merged into single “flat” ESRI shapefile format.
Raw Renewable Potential:

EnvironOther_SOLARact174v2 zip: Updated statewide ground mount solar potential based on 30m USGS DEM layer created using the ESRI solar
analyst. Filtered by SLOPE (LTE 14%), ASPECT (90-270 Degrees) and radiation values GTE 1.000 KWh/Sg. Mir. “Known constraints” have been
removed while “Possible constraints” remain in the data. Attributed with two units of measure; (Wh/m2) and (kWh/m2) and in ESRI shapefile.

EnvironOther WINDactl1 74v2 zip: Updated statewide 30m, 50m & 70m wind speed layers from the 2004 MA Technology Collaborative effort filtered

for minimum wind speed, then merged into single ESRI shapefile. “Known constraints” have been removed while “Possible constraints” remain in
the data.




http://maps.vermont.gov/vcgi/html5viewer/?viewer=vtmapviewer



http://maps.vermont.gov/vcgi/html5viewer/?viewer=vtmapviewer
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Please indicate the importance of access to VCGI's geospatial

Information to your organization? (municipaiities & RPCs)
2017 N. 95

Slightly Not Important
Important 0%

3%

Important
16%

Very/Fairly
Important
81%
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