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Sec. E.238  UNLAWFUL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE TRADE PRACTICES;  

        REPORT 

(a)  On or before January 15, 2019, the Commissioner of Liquor Control 

shall submit a written report to the House Committee on General, Housing, and 

Military Affairs and the Senate Committee on Economic Development, 

Housing and General Affairs regarding the occurrence in Vermont of unfair 

trade practices at wholesale including unlawful financial interests in retail 

licensees, price discrimination between retail licensees, and inducement of 

retail licensees to purchase or sell certain brands of alcoholic beverages to the 

exclusion of others.  In particular, the report shall include: 

(1)  a description of the State and federal laws and regulations restricting: 

(A)  certain types of financial interests between wholesale and retail 

licensees; 

(B)  price discrimination between retail licensees by wholesale dealers 

and packagers; and 

(C)  the giving of free alcoholic beverages, monetary payments, or 

any other thing of value in order to induce or persuade a retail licensee to 

purchase or contract to purchase a certain brand or kind of alcoholic beverage 

to the exclusion of others, or to refrain from purchasing or contracting to 

purchase a certain brand or kind of alcoholic beverage; 
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(2)  a description of the Department of Liquor Control’s efforts to 

enforce the laws and regulations related to unlawful financial interests in retail 

licensees, price discrimination between retail licensees, and inducement of 

retail licensees to purchase or sell certain brands of alcoholic beverages to the 

exclusion of others, including: 

(A)  the number of complaints received by the Department; 

(B)  the number of investigations performed by the Department; 

(C)  the number of alleged violations prosecuted by the 

Department; and  

(D)  the result of any prosecutions carried out by the Department; and 

(3)  any suggestions for legislative action to strengthen or improve the 

enforcement of Vermont’s laws restricting unlawful financial interests in retail 

licensees, price discrimination between retail licensees, and inducement of 

retail licensees to purchase or sell certain brands of alcoholic beverages to the 

exclusion of others. 

Sec. E.238.1  DEPARTMENT OF LIQUOR CONTROL; UNFAIR TRADE  

                       PRACTICES; ANONYMOUS REPORTING 

(a)  On or before November 15, 2018, the Commissioner of Liquor Control 

shall develop and follow a protocol to allow licensees and members of the 

public to submit to the Department confidential and anonymous reports of 

unfair trade practices including unlawful financial interests in retail or 
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wholesale licensees, price discrimination between retail licensees, and the 

inducement of retail licensees to purchase or sell certain brands of alcoholic 

beverages to the exclusion of others. 

(b)  On or before January 15, 2019, the Commissioner shall report to the 

House Committees on Appropriations and on General, Housing, and Military 

Affairs and the Senate Committees on Appropriations and on Economic 

Development, Housing and General Affairs regarding the how the Department 

receives reports of unfair trade practices and ensures confidentiality.  The 

report shall also be included in the Department’s presentation of its budget to 

the House and Senate Committees on Appropriations. 

* * * HUMAN SERVICES * * * 

Sec. E.300.1  DEPOSIT AND USE OF MASTER SETTLEMENT FUND 

(a)  Deposit of Master Tobacco Settlement receipts and appropriations of 

Tobacco Settlement funds in fiscal year 2019 are made, notwithstanding 

2013 Acts and Resolves No. 50, Sec. D.104.  

Sec. E.300.2  FUNDING FOR THE OFFICE OF THE HEALTH CARE  

                      ADVOCATE   

(a)  Of the funds appropriated in Sec. B.300 of this act, $1,457,406 shall be 

used for the contract with the Office of the Health Care Advocate. 

Sec. E.301  Secretary’s office – Global Commitment 

(a)  The Agency of Human Services shall use the funds appropriated in Sec. 


