SELECTED STATUTES WITH ENERGY POLICY GOALS
Office of Legislative Council, Jan. 10. 2017
10 V.S.A. § 578. GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION GOALS
(a) General goal of greenhouse gas reduction. It is the goal of the state to reduce emissions
of greenhouse gases from within the geographical boundaries of the state and those emissions
outside the boundaries of the state that are caused by the use of energy in Vermont in order to
make an appropriate contribution to achieving the regional goals of reducing emissions of
greenhouse gases from the 1990 baseline by:
(1) 25 percent by January 1, 2012;
(2) 50 percent by January 1, 2028;
(3) if practicable using reasonable efforts, 75 percent by January 1, 2050.
***
10 V.S.A. § 580. 25 BY 25 STATE GOAL
(a) It is a goal of the State, by the year 2025, to produce 25 percent of the energy consumed
within the State through the use of renewable energy sources, particularly from Vermont’s farms
and forests.
***
10 V.S.A. § 581. BUILDING EFFICIENCY GOALS
It shall be goals of the State:
(1) To improve substantially the energy fitness of at least 20 percent of the State’s housing
stock by 2017 (more than 60,000 housing units), and 25 percent of the State’s housing stock by
2020 (approximately 80,000 housing units).
(2) To reduce annual fuel needs and fuel bills by an average of 25 percent in the housing
units served.
(3) To reduce total fossil fuel consumption across all buildings by an additional one-half
percent each year, leading to a total reduction of six percent annually by 2017 and 10 percent
annually by 2025.
(4) To save Vermont families and businesses a total of $1.5 billion on their fuel bills over the
lifetimes of the improvements and measures installed between 2008 and 2017.
(5) To increase weatherization services to low-income Vermonters by expanding the number
of units weatherized, or the scope of services provided, or both, as revenue becomes available in
the Home Weatherization Assistance Fund.
30 V.S.A. § 202a. STATE ENERGY POLICY
It is the general policy of the State of Vermont:
(1) To assure, to the greatest extent practicable, that Vermont can meet its energy service
needs in a manner that is adequate, reliable, secure, and sustainable; that assures affordability
and encourages the state’s economic vitality, the efficient use of energy resources and
cost-effective demand-side management; and that is environmentally sound.
(2) To identify and evaluate, on an ongoing basis, resources that will meet Vermont’s energy
service needs in accordance with the principles of least-cost integrated planning; including
efficiency, conservation and load management alternatives, wise use of renewable resources and
environmentally sound energy supply.
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30 V.S.A. § 8001. RENEWABLE ENERGY GOALS
(a) The General Assembly finds it in the interest of the people of the State to promote the
State energy policy established in section 202a of this title by:
(1) Balancing the benefits, lifetime costs, and rates of the State’s overall energy portfolio
to ensure that to the greatest extent possible the economic benefits of renewable energy in the
State flow to the Vermont economy in general, and to the rate-paying citizens of the State in
particular.
(2) Supporting development of renewable energy that uses natural resources efficiently
and related planned energy industries in Vermont, and the jobs and economic benefits associated
with such development, while retaining and supporting existing renewable energy infrastructure.
(3) Providing an incentive for the State’s retail electricity providers to enter into
affordable, long-term, stably priced renewable energy contracts that mitigate market price
fluctuation for Vermonters.
(4) Developing viable markets for renewable energy and energy efficiency projects.
(5) Protecting and promoting air and water quality in the State and region through the
displacement of those fuels, including fossil fuels, which are known to emit or discharge
pollutants.
(6) Contributing to reductions in global climate change and anticipating the impacts on the
State’s economy that might be caused by federal regulation designed to attain those reductions.
(7) Providing support and incentives to locate renewable energy plants of small and
moderate size in a manner that is distributed across the State’s electric grid, including locating
such plants in areas that will provide benefit to the operation and management of that grid
through such means as reducing line losses and addressing transmission and distribution
constraints.
(8) Promoting the inclusion, in Vermont’s electric supply portfolio, of renewable energy
plants that are diverse in plant capacity and type of renewable energy technology.
***
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