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TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

The Committee on Energy and Technology to which was referred House
Bill No. 216 entitled “An act relating to establishment of the Vermont Lifeline
program” respectfully reports that it has considered the same and recommends
that the bill be amended by striking out all after the enacting clause and
inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 30 V.S.A. § 218(c) is amended to read:

(c)(1) The Public Service Board shall take any action—reluding-the-setting

of-telephonerates;—enabhing necessary to enable the State of Vermont and

telecommunications companies offering service in Vermont to participate in

the Federal-Communications-Commission-telephone federal Lifeline program

administered by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) or its agent

and also the Vermont Lifeline program described in subdivision (2) of this

subsection. Fhe-Boardshallsetene-or-moreresidential-basic-exchange
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mileage-eharges household that qualifies for participation in the federal

Lifeline program under criteria established by the FCC or other federal law or

requlation shall also be eligible to receive a Vermont Lifeline benefit for

wireline voice telephone service. The Vermont Lifeline benefit established

under this subdivision shall be set at an amount not to exceed the benefit

provided to a household as of October 31, 2017, or $4.25, whichever is greater,

and shall be applied as a supplement to any wireline voice benefit received

through participation in the federal Lifeline program. However, in no event

shall the aggregate amount of benefits received through the federal and State
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programs described in this subdivision exceed a household’s monthly basic

service charge for wireline services, including any standard usage and mileage

charges.
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ncluding-any-standard-usage-and-mieage-charges company designated as an

eligible telecommunications carrier by the Board pursuant to 47 U.S.C.

8§ 214(e) shall verify an applicant’s eligibility for receipt of federal or State

Lifeline benefits as required by federal law or regulation or as directed by the

Vermont Agency of Human Services, as applicable. The Agency shall provide

the FCC or its agent with categorical eligibility data regarding an applicant’s

status in qualifying programs administered by the Agency.
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(4) Notwithstanding any provisions of this subsection to the contrary, a
subscriber who is enrolled in the Lifeline program and has obtained a final
relief from abuse order in accordance with the provisions of 15 V.S.A. chapter
21 or 33 V.S.A. chapter 69 shall qualify for a Lifeline benefit credit for the
amount of the incremental charges imposed by the local telecommunications
company for treating the number of the subscriber as nonpublished and any

charges required to change from a published to a nonpublished number. Sueh

3)y-ofthissubsection—Forpurpeses-of As used in this section, “nonpublished”

means that the customer’s telephone number is not listed in any published
directories, is not listed on directory assistance records of the company, and is
not made available on request by a member of the general public,
notwithstanding any claim of emergency a requesting party may present. The

Department for Children and Families shall develop an application form and

certification process for obtaining this Lifeline benefit credit. Upen-enreHment
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Sec. 2. LIFELINE ELIGIBILITY AND PARTICIPATION; REPORT

On or before January 1, 2019 and annually thereafter for the next three

years, the Commissioner for Children and Families, in consultation with the

Commissioner of Public Service, shall file a report with the General Assembly

describing the eligibility and participation rates in Vermont with respect to

both the federal and State Lifeline programs.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on November 1, 2017.

and that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read: “An act relating

to Lifeline benefits”

(Committee vote: )

Representative

FOR THE COMMITTEE
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