


American Civics Knowledge is Woefully 
Inadequate 

 
• 40% of college graduates don’t know that the 

Constitution grants the power to declare war 
to Congress. 

• Half of college students don’t know the term 
lengths of members of the Senate or House of 
Representatives.  

• 36% of public can name all three branches of 
government. 

• 35% are unable to name even one. 



Many Americans Lack a Basic 
Understanding of Civics 

• Nearly 75% don’t know it takes 2/3 vote in each 
house to override a veto. 

• Only 38% know which party controls House and 
Senate. 

• 29% can’t name the vice president. 

• 73% don’t know why we fought the Cold War. 

• 44% are unable to define the Bill of Rights. 

• 44% of college students don’t believe the First 
Amendment protects “hate speech.” 



• The Civics Proficiency Initiative requires that 
students pass the U.S. Citizenship Civics Test 
as a requirement for high school graduation. 

• 92% of immigrants pass the test. 





20 States have enacted the Civics 
Education Initiative or a requirement 

equal to or greater than CEI 



Civics knowledge matters 

• The U.S. faces challenges of historic proportions.  
• Well-educated citizens are essential to a functioning 

democracy. 
• A 2012 ETS study found that “weak civics knowledge 

among young people is linked to less voting, less 
volunteering and greater distrust in government.” 

• By promoting greater civics knowledge, this 
initiative could have a measurable impact on civic 
engagement.  

 
 



https://youtu.be/V3Z6R8NzTqo 

https://youtu.be/V3Z6R8NzTqo

