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Phase 11. -Accelerated Mergers 
SU merger into Single unified district 
o voter approval: U01.716 
O operational: `07.01:17 

Phase 2 KIDS a KW Variations 
(inckides Sid eby-Side mergers & MUUSDs) 
o voter approval: 1.17.01.17 
o operational: by tiLULT9 

Pnase s - Conventional Mergers 
o voter approval: no ;deadline 
o operational: by i.)7111.19 

Proposals by Nonmerging DistriCts 
atter sell-evaluation and regional conversations 
o proposal due: 11.30.17 

Secretary of Lducation's StateWide Proposal 
o proposal due: t15.01.18 

State Board of 14u:cation's FloolStatewitte Plan 
requires governance changes to the extent necessary, possible, and practicable 
o issued: by 1130.18 
O effective: U7.01.19 

Note: This document is provided for guidance only and does not have the force of law. See the underlying 
statutes and/or Acts for more detail, 

Revised: July 18, 2016 
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VERVOXT 

Xr.,...n71,05TOIZATirtl 

iothi lain'Strezit., Suite 402. 
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'Regional En ucation nittriets (Rthsj-- UMW' I aw 

201O No. 153, Secs. 2 AA Js an/mom ty2o 22 No. 156, Sec. l and 
24116 No. 46, Sec. 16 

Sec. 2. SCHOOL DISTRICT MERGER INCENTIVE PROGRAM TPRoGRAttvirREATEDI 

ta) 'Prozram ,Ereated, There is -Etre:11W. aschool diStrittmever incentive proyarhundarldich the 
incergves -outlined in Sec.41:01 ithis shaM. avagable [to eadunew unified union school ":6EStia• :et treated 
pursuant to Sec. 3this 	dea (new „Th.' striet treated under Sec.3 -of atlas net tthe ttnerg er 
dist-lets that provide education lqr paying thigion; and Pio itheVerinoritznecnbers al any new interate 
school ,clisnict iftheV en:mat nenersoi 	Apthe size Triterion of Sec. 3M1) dftilltradtari the 
new,allerged dist tat Arneets alllather iretatigements fof Sec. 3 rif Can-  net. Incentives &nine axnealie„ 
however, only if the mesrger eceives final voroval9af theelettorate prior to jirlyt, 

(h) Boarthrlisa-s-l'on. '03ta or before Decet-dber 2% ithehoarctof 'eathwyerNisoiyiunionoin thete 
shall discass, and he s sttss. tttherit 	ttoexylore the aneiger 

cdisbriots wit-NI-Abe supervimiry minion -ivittoarne ta.  more districts outside of the sup:ern7isog 
boihAinder the twAns tif this ad. 

Sec. a VOLUNTARYSCHOOL DISWR1CI MERGER INCENTIVE PROGRAM XMAS] 

(n) Size. 

(I) ;School dis' !odds, whic4a:1.1w include one orrnmeunionschool districts, rray annetotorm 
4.111i011 school district puistwt ito :chapter 11 Of Title 16(a 'Regional Educalion Distrior or 'MED') that 
shall have an average daily metribership of at least1,251D or rem,* from die:mei:ger Of at least four 
district:, or both. 

(2) School districts interested loll:miser roay request the state board. of education to grant thema 
waiver fromther equirernent of subdivion(1) of this subsection -whichshallbe granted if the districts 
can demonstrate that the requirements would notbe cost-effective, would decreaseeducational 
opportunities, or would dish student athiieverneut,or any annbination of these. 

(b) Elementary and Secondary Education 

(1) A RED formed under this act shill  provide for the education of its resident students by 
operating one or rnore public schools ,offering elementary and secondary education. 

(2) If they comply with all other provisions of this act, then notwithstanding subdivision(1) of this 
subsection, school districts that do not operate secondary schools may merge to foam a Ka), operate as a 
K-12 district, and receive the incentives in Sec. 4 of this act if the proposed RED operates one or more 
schools offering at least kindergarten through grade 6 for the resident students in those grade and 
implements one of the following options: 

(A) The RED designates either a Vermont public school outside the district or a Vermont 
approved independent school located inside or outside the district as the sole public secondary school of 
the RED pursuant to the provisions of 16 V.SA, § 827. 

a 



C(E) The REDprovidesior fthe educaaort Off siu.derttsd.n4lwades,fa.r.whkhit.doesnoto2eratee 
school,hy ,pavirg, tionpurs=1 1611;SA S24, pro x,irled that theREWci1neither:1.y era.ten..schocil 
offering :fires rad. -for sVliidlatpays fttiMonnor destna te sthodl (that offers i those gr ades. 

a) If Ethercornlilv:Mthaaother provikars of this act, tthennatvdthstandingsribdirdsio_nM,of 1.4  •aris- 
slibsection„ schodldistdds eat:clo trr. tgperateanvschodS may arter%e ?to fform 	oileratens .R1-12 
Tclistt,and receive Ole inceriqdves tirtfSec '4:of this act df theprofilosed RED pro es dor The elucatiarOf 
students inallgradesiby 	ttaftfienpustrantrto 16.  V.S.A. ,§g24, provided ?that .RED 	:neither 
op ent e schoolofferUig the grades ffor vMavs tuiTionnordeSignate aschodl that offers arose 
grades. 

f/.) Superoisory unions and sa,perxisory 

(1) Schooldistricts that merge to forma IUD do not need tole 	soffke same super,k ory 
rtnion. prior to merger. 

12) Upon-merger, itheStatehoatfd .of eclur.,atonshall.glatthe RED 	peøriicrnar 
determine that the RED viill:qperateas a.supersis.cry district Inaddition, thesta'teboardslratlasSk3naar3.' 
,distritt tor di:stiffs iffie'criVrealsuperVisoryunionor iuniors that did mat =else into the RED to one or 
more supervisory kttriCT provided, how-ever; a-district may reqierm ed  
supervisory union pursuant to 16 -ViSA. § 26114 

(d) Operation of sAtools. ti RED .skanot dose any sohoollwithin its 'boundaries during thelir&' four 
years atter the effective clat e of merger unless fire .electorate :of the *amain wad& the school 45 located 
consents to closure. The participating districts' .plan of /merger rray kliclud.e processes .gov. the 
Trimmer in which the RED rnay Arlse schools after defame& year. 

(4 Local p atticipation Because the RED shaltbe governed by one board .the Aftanfor merger 
presented to the electorate for :vproN,:al under drapter 1.1 Of Title 16 shall intt ride structures and processes 
that provide opportunides for local partitipationin theor eation of RED pclicyand 'budget development 

(f) Enrollment options. The plut. for merger presented to theelectorate for ,vprovall shall include 
whether and to what extent elementary and secondary students residing within the RED may -enroll in 
any school the RED operates, provided: 

(1) alYL that operates or &striates a secondary school shall comply vvithregiong MO school 
dioice provisions of 16VA §1622; 

(2) each RED shall provide, or provide access to, secondary technical:educed...m/0r students 
residing within its boundaries; 

(3) if the approved merger plan provides fewer options to the students inone or more of the 
merging districts than they haverior to merger, then the RED shall pay tuition ton school pursuant to 
the provisions of 16 V.S.A. §§ 823 and 824 for any resident student who resided in one :of those districts 
and was enrolled in the school at pitlic expense at the time of merger, even if the approved merger plan 
does not otherwise require the RE!) to pay tuition to that school; and 

(4) if a RED is created pursuant to sibdivision(b)(2) or (b)(3) of this section and provides foi the 
education of resident secondary students by paying tuition, and if after the effective date of merger the 
RED electorate is asked to vote on a proposal to limit enrollment options in those grades, then the 
proposed amendment, as with any change to a specific term of a merger agreement, shall be affirmed or 
rejected by the voters of each inerriber town pursuant to 16 V.S.A. § 706n(a). 
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TO Employment and labor irelations. .Ori tile LTA day of its ,existence, the REID:sball: 

(1) as5ame the obligations of individual employmerit contractSbetweentheparticip Hating f "Its 
;and their bargainins unit employees; 

12) ass7Juare the c011ectivebargaiiiiing agreements between *1-epartinipat4ng 'distills and their 
respective representattve oizanizatiam, including any lamvisions that address the transition to the RED, 
&mkt swill lime -as it .Teadhes its own aveement with teachers and administrators azader 16 VS.A. §2 
rand with :other enlanyees under 21 V.SA. §17,25(a); 

(3) ecognize the srepresentatives of the errtployei ,of tire former tmernher districts as the 
recognized .rgporesentatives of the employees of the RED; 

(4) ensure that ,aneinployee of the former inernber district who is not a probatiomaq ,enFloyee 
shall not bec onsidered a probationary employee of the RED; and 

(5) have reached art agrearent with the Tempized .representatives of the ,ernployees„ effective on 
the first day of the RED's existence, regarding how to address issues .of seniority, .reduCtion. in force, 
layoff„ and ecan prior to readning its first collective baisainirs agreement with its larnploye. 

(h) CostIenefit ,analysis. School districts :shall conduct a cost•benefit analysis as part Of their merger 
plannirs. The plan 'tor merger submitted to the state board of ,educalion ptirsuarit to 16 V.S.A. § 706c and 
presented to the voters for approval shafi  identify cost effidiencies and improved educational outcomes 
that will result from-merger in. order to demonstrate a rational basis for the decision to merge and shall 
outline arra to the extent possible, document projected: 

(1) real dollar efficiendes; 

(2) op:erational :efficiencies; 

(3) expanded student learning opportunities; and 

(4) iirproved stud:eat outcomes 

(i) Qualification. No individual entitlement or private right .of action is created by Secs. 2 through 4 of 
this act. 

Note: This domment is provided for guidance only and does not have the frcc of law. Str the underlying 
statutes and/or Acts ,frr more detail. 
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bltle-ty-*Ce Mergers-16AV [law 

ZU1.2 	Ibb, :Sac. tb 

FMKA-11 MORE, WI ERGERS; I- UNLLUOAiIUN Li)-14 I FIt 1NCENUVb6 

(a) Ntiaw ithstand inv. Sec_ afaX1) of NO_ 153 o f the 44-c' of the 2009 Adj. Sess (21010) that -requires a 
sinde regional edlication -district ("RED") to have an average daily membership of faX least 1,250 r result 
from the :merger of at least four districts, or both, two or more new districts shall be eligible jointly for ihe 
incentive.-s provided in Set. 4 .-of No. 133 

(1) :each iiew district is formed by the merger of at least hv ct 1 En distracts; 

(2) each new district meets all criteria for RED formation other than .the size criterion of Sec. 3[00) 
or Nut. 133; 

(3) one of the new districts plrovides education in all elementary and secondary grades by 
operating one or more schobls and the other new district or .dishictsiDay tuition for students in one or 
TITIIOTZ grades; 

(4) each new district has the same effective date -of erg-ex; 

(3) the new districts, when merged, are members of one supervisory union; and 

(6) the new districts jointly satisfy the size criterion of Sec. 3(a)(1) of 'No 153. 

(b) This section is repealed on jay 1,2017. 

Not: This document is provided for guidance only and does :ad have the forte of law. See the underlying 
statutes and/or Ads for .more 

Revised: August 2, 2016 
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-Layered-  mergers -lext or law 

21112 No. 15b, sec. lb  

Sec, M6. UNION ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICTS; REGIONAL EDUCATION DISTRICT 
INCENTIVES 

(a) If a majority of the local elementary school districts in the member towns ,of an 
existing union high school district merge to form a union !eleirientary school district 
puisuant to 16 V.S_A, chapter 11 that opeiates all grades not offered by the union high 
school ;district then, notwithstanding provisions .ot N1).153 of the Acts of the 2009 Adj.. 
Seas. (2010) to the Contrary, the new union elementary school district is eligible for the 
incentives provided to a regional education district ("REEr) in Sec 4 of that act, 
provided that the new district complies with the employment and labor relations 
provisions of Sec. 4(g) of that act and further provided that the effective date of the 
merger into the union elementary school district is within the period required for RED 
formation. 

(b) This section is repealed onjuly 1,21)17.. 

Matz: This doegimellt is provided for goidgace ,ohly veld ifsei wat htis frcskw.. See the underlying 
statutes-andior Acts for more &fetal/. 

Revised: August 2, 2016 
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Mal-1MM ,U riffled ,Uition Sc11001 Dtatritts ttext of law 

2012 No. 1:541, 'See.. 17; as amen-de:a .by 2if 13 Ha. bb, 'Sec. 

Sec.. 17. MODIFIED UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL .DISTRICT IMUUSD1 

(a) Notwithstanding anypro ixiuof Law to the contrary: 

(1)(A) if au local .elementary school districts in Cher-nen:ibex towns of all eAStin urdombigh school 
or urnioaa middle school-high school. distill rmAionhigin.school district') vote !whether to eSta.blish. 
unified on sthcool district providing Fr ekindergaiten orAndergarten through grade 12; and 

(B) if a majority but not all sof the Aernentary school districts, or any number greater than a 
majority as required by the report approved under 16 V.SA § 706c, including all districts that may be 
named in the report as "necessary," votes infavor of :establishing the unified 1.117lioastirod. district the if 
the warning for the vote clearly proVides, 

(2) anew modified union school district (the "modified union school district') shall be !art ablished 
that shalt. 

(A) provide to the students ridiis in the member towns of the union high school district 
education in those grades provided by thetLEAVIA high school clisibrict; and 

(B) provide elementary educationto the students residing in the current dententary school. 
districts that voted infavor of the unified :union school district. 

(b) Establishment of the modified union school district shall: 

(1) dissolve .the union high school district, and any assets or liabilities held by the union high 
school district shall be transferred to the modified union school district; and 

(2) dissolve the eleniantary school districts that voted in favor of establishing the unified union 
school district, and any assets or liabilities they hold as individual districts shall be transferred to the 
modified union school district. 

(c) Notwithstanding provisions of No. 153 of the Acts of the 2009 Adj. Sess. (2010) as amended by this 
act to the contrary, the modified union school district is eligible for the incentives provided to aregional 
education district ("RED") in Sec. 4 of that act, provided that the modified union school district complies 
with the employment and labor relations provisions of Sec. 4(g) of that act and further provided that the 
effective date of the merger into the modified union school district is within the period required for RED 
formation. 

(d) This section is repealed on July 1,2017. 

Note: This document is provided for guidance only and does not have the force of law. See the underlying 
statutes and/or Acts for more detail. 

Revised: August 2, 2016 
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Sec. §. 	 t.1.),ACTIVTTY, SUPER-MORMON 

,13EVO.MNC-14•15,14PE1tVINIARY 	 TAX•• • 

INCENTIVES; SMALL'SdHODDSOPII , rAWAA-14151410-0kT 

ita)gAnewbilornied'sthbotclistrict:thatileatire:thelikelitiiiek get ibrth in 

subsection (b) of this section if it: 	• 
A 

11). is fornied bY-inergifiglheeireitidae structuteS :biUibér  

districts toTa 	&Olt& 	iiaihiiohool 41066qtliiiiit  • 

to the:trbeek>eYiiitti4iditetififtbrikivAA.kkafteolliidalli.2:: 

inchidetterket 	" 1• 4.t:t 	t" 

(2 Tbtains à1ia11YVolef ittlreeltsftlAtigtriagbiltififiefl 
- 

July 1, 2015, 	ptior itity • 2616.: 
	

/1•• 	!< 1.• - 

(3) Js fetittnsible ibilheldlitAti&I DUEL fesiZtaffrailidelfatTen  s J..1 

tbicitgb E:grade-1211-tidelft:stiAl  1347034-Om 	,-;.1..-• -•! 4  +2J r 

(4).1a its Ossitstf rOisofy*.  thitrict: 	:QC 	l tiP.•‘—•:••• 

0) lig !iiiiiti&i.itnikeratCairilielliVergbitlX.01)Trititg-iiigt1M1-,bl 

operation:I•and..•prin.or.;,,,S.L 4if 	jm • '2?..; • 	r 	aft, s.' 

(6) is 'organiterlUnd bperatetdedraitit46-bliebilheloi11gtnniori 

overnan6b.steutlitids:.1:-} 	r ;:?'44 	 -'.'!•-•••="i'r....• 7 

:r:. 	-..4'..ialstfiCttlatgefaleglaliblioiilkateliottgf6Patirii44151:Itlfdetti 
• 

m prekindergarten Drandeigarien thto 	acte421'  • !I 	t 	1' .3  ' •• 

"/.' 	 tf: 11447' 	 • y• y. t' 	• 	r',  • • • 2' 	t• 

• • 	.• • .; 	• 

VT LEG #309717y.1 
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(lj) district 1bat ttretateS.asthool bfgthodiSfovall fe_sidelit students 

in prekindergaytep .)r3d-nderg#tetillgotitti te4de atkl-paytidftidMor all  

resident snide tits in Made 9, ibleitgli 	ft • 	; 

(C) a distridthat DI,' et-ates sthbotiursthoOls foi4titigitlent'Students  

in prekindergarten or Idudergarten tiu-ouell grade 6 and pays tuition forseiident  

students in gradeiltirotigh   

(7) dernonstrateS.in the ttildy:obtriitiittee rePait 1#eSentdd 1)the Stale- 

Board and distict vOtettlxitatiant 	6 M.S :11:,,thal5t4i1 1 itiititielit0156ireZn.- 

gatiernanee AMIN iv-ill 	itepai fah 'IT1 Stt ' 2 of ishila.it  're 

':(10,:beCoineg adatiliiiilitinbt_1370foreitiii*:'14617;1*Aus 

(9) c_Msittl# 74#.4,:aS7V.it'Sted4Alier2Oeirifittdnet_, 	'at 	2'4; I,  

.other*ist as'sists Int Miffe.ticitigegSkliettierialdtitwilat egaitrarctro 

consolidation of goveitatoe results iii indeased ability tO ineekhe goalsitet  - • ; 

forthin 'Sec. 2-4113i.st.  -..*Ianalg_ttalVLa 

  

-A-ITeiciticlitter Obi tdittriettia''AIA-basi tkliktil 

sub'sectionialithaiiiiWtidn alteredeliVniglioIvinj"krovil  103Yril".11  4: t. ; 
4.k.e 9 	- 

(1) AjeCit- 	ectablid holtatea 	TtaTratenzsf; L. 	r 	•-• 

fAi 1Y '  • 

notwith§tacling in.y1 ertarovi§ioirotAawAhbilewidr&toes.egahzta  I!, 

haniettead iirdi3eitv ta-kratettiall167.4bfl,  4  

' 	':(i) tdecreteed tkitiiiih6fifst tiliTar_year ofefali6m, 	I  

) decreased by $0.08 in the second fit veü of' operation; 

VT LEG #309717 v.1 
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, 	,(iii ) ,de.-dreeed by $0.06 i n the third 	ietkr obabefalitio:  

- • -diy3 .deartaiedbyZ0:04 in the teinethliScal vi;a1961,tifiefatidnifid 

decreased by t 0.0t ttle 	,..-yeaftittlitlatidti:  • 	• - 	• 	 • 

- • 4-413),r:1'11e htitsetio1d itfcOme neradiage shall be aloLatd. 

accordingly:, 

(U) During the years in which a netialittricrt-tkidgliied totnestea 

property tax fait it .decreased ijitttnatit to this Subdirition (1).4tbefa-td:figVach 

town :With% tie.tetii.dittfidt shall hot ili'dresiie'; iiterttilatflii4 .0C:earth  

single year.- ght1idit411-615 itaiiie felt' eñta 	ti1b'calaalitedaccoraingly! 

(D),--On Land falter iht .tlIettivedate.Yollitergeelhe tointrion levet !or 
• 

appraisal shallbe  

_district tor pfteesoltleteiiiiit AliktibitieSid'adTki&pifyltax xateJaLaac111,-, :'-..4  

toN-1.%tva_ALOs tT;114 °at I;  .110111_ 1. <4 .--)A ^)1110.1 ',:Ysf,,g zxg15t .-;•• 

(2) :Mager StietYbrt,d'A. 	 •tA 

lIgailiitiittakdidgEitViitOilititkrbili.iiktftifeStititi.*Pittie..,1_,‘J 

districts tctining the,nekdiariet fildlifdeattle,Ist,bnkr gible odl Mtrict.ii•  

as defined 1T1.16 V.SAt'§:401.5,  tecetve Small,s6ho  

under section 4015.46'1istalVear2O feCeik6 an 

annual Merger ttippOrt_dtar'it anatm5u1Iteôhlbi1'w  

gait reOeiveatiiithe eligible School district in tig'cal yär 20;1ptilakirkiliki`  • 

one nieiginkltitñctas jeligibli  

VT LEG #309717 v.1 
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grant shall be in an amount equal to the itital combined anal! school Support 

grants  Theyteceiedin 	vear2016:. - • ! 	I  

• flii)-,13•*aynnent of the'grant under,this subdivisibn(2)-Atall tblitinni*.  • 

anianally unless explicitly repealed by the General Assemblyf  15r6Vide4J;  '• - 

however; that the Secretary shall discOntinue Taymentvithetfraht in thetistat 
• • 	 • 

yearfollowing closure by the merged district.of a schoollocated in what had  • • . 	. 

been an •'eligible ScbOol diAtrici'! prior to inerget, and Iiirthetliti6Vided that if a  - 

school totil dine located in a foriterly`blii bit =whoa -BistriCris tio§d d in  r. - 

oriletito don:Solid:ate With another sehobl into g`fenOcrifedViiitildilidolsv,4$ 

builiting;,theilihe.:gectetesiMail icciritifitfejopa'*.tifefra—dtiliffiallit  ail. 

• 
repaYnlebt term of any.bOlided iiidebt6driest'iribitiradintdmeclibriviith the' 

consolidatiofi4o1ated tenovatiotiTtricouttrnetionliept 

(3) ..;-TfansitibliFacititation 	: 	 -;;.; 	:110 
• 

ilM2',Aitet*.ottunVitivai.,-ofitetiatibt-iliervw1IvA&-fetarv7-0-.  1"-i-kxem;.-•  

EdticatiOnTstal 	fradltibtig board iottheteiP...distritValrliiitibra 

facilitatittararanttiort fthe EducationfiltdaiiiialtolhCleS`ter 615.4 

f*itidivea:torcentkif-dhe baseeduoationamthint estâblishe&in••••., 	' 

16 Y.S.A:4401)1(1):ittinitiplittibyttiegreaterii5FiAther *  

enrolhiletit or the-AN/dee 	beiShip of flietieftriiipliStiittion- 	7  • 

October 1 of the year in Nihich the succeSsfal vote is takerit•or  J' , 

(ii) slioNO.o.  

VT LEG #309717 v.1 
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(/3) -TratiSition FacilitalidnGranl awarded Widerthis Sitdivision 

(3) shall be reduced by the total amount OlVeifithursenienrphidi&VOtis-ultitig  

services. an*Sis, and transition bolt tairsitant 462.012 Attg-a8d Reaves 
^• 

No. 156, Seds:2;41-:. add 	' 	• 1...! 

fc)=.1fazbeW?district That receives incefitivesiufidirthis-settiansalgelnetts 

the eligibility criteria IO receive incentiVegaS regional edndatibh dittridtg.hed:-

the tie* &Strict &ail. bot alsb receike The*.todpliatieliketilife§ d'i.rai table  

Pursuant 16 2010 .21-1tU and KeSolVeS IN Ord 53;lettiVii 4, affen ded bY1201 ,  • 

Acts and ResolVeS•Nti6',=•.:Sec.v...41.  4.70,0 	f:144.0, :41 	• 

(d) 	2o1Educati1tCcalibtratiailvlititiel itiegAielta  s' 

the thiVeititycofiVe!iiriontiAvibeltttlobaltihkafibeitiLtibtirattryZIO1-11featt 

and Islands;:Shall:collect :and an 	 atedd  

thi 'section regardia ithitational;opportutilftWO*EltitifiaTatitientieS. 

trahttifenbtiltttiiifitabilitv4kAbliirriatteettlitSAiteett 	100116.1ag on 

January  1 . • , 	, 

submit a reporttoithel4Ottle.,triliterfalérimitteestziiittifdlibli'f-alidibli  •*. - 

APpropriati4sAfiallOtiieteirtnifiiiteeriteWaYS 'alid,M•r-editiltildiheSenate 

Coniniittee Son Yinanceit,kfirdritAtie5digtriagfintitiiiitenter1ifiggibliOnt  ' 

concluSionS-drkrnirodcthe IclitarallectatalidatiWetoginiOdati&Ildf4 . 

legislatiVe adtiOia. 	 :c 

VT LEG 4309717 v..1 
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(Pre "" v12 p-vt MlJ 
Sec. 7.. SCHOOL DISTRICTS 'CREATIF:p 

ArrEL.k..E.p.Acr..t:tyll Y.; Imc IN CLNTIVES; SMALL 

scnopj,:. §,1013.13,ORT; 

fa) A newly fdtmett School district shaltreceive the int-entives set ithtn  

subsection (b) of:this section ifit:  

(1).. is formed purstiant to the processes and reciairefnents -of16  

chapter11 (union school district torniation): 	 F./ 

(2) obtains a favora ble .Vote ofall‘.'necessary-72distrieLS;whichritiliOt . 	. 

need to be contigudus or within the same supervisorv unioh.. on or after'•• 

itily 2015:  . _ • 	x••••• . 

  

(3) ineetS the-criteria for:an accele'rated MET ger -set forth -in siAbdiviSi&s 

6(a)(3) through (7) ..of this act:. arid 	 L. . • 

(4) becomes operational after hily 1, 2017, and on or before 

July 1,2019..  ; , 

   

-(b) AliewlYformed SehOol'district.that4neetS thetTiteria 'Set forthin 

subsection(a) of :this section shalLreceive.the follbWing; 	 4 •7± 
„ 

(1). Equalized hornestead-tax.rates:- 	 •=2 .'ft 1„ 

A) Subject  to the provision:sof this stbdivisionU ) and 

notwithstanding any:other provision: of la :the neW diStriet's equalized 	E.. 

homestead ‘propertY tax rate shall be: 	 , 	 ; 

2,4 1(i) decreased bY-S0'.08 the 111.k-fiscal year of operation:  '• 

(ii) decreased by $0,06 ihe second tiscal vear_Ofoperation: . . 	. 

VT LEG 4309717 vi 
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iii aleareis'ed1300Itibelliiid tikal year br bi.erition: and 

klideagid,'hy 107'02 Ahe touftiflikil 	oikperatibri.  

43).lbed èba11 aktitated 

aCe431.11thitY) 4  
, 

fe) During the years in which a new &Stier t etitialifed  

propeity:taxrateis decrea„<ed Di.trsuanttOJtiis.sutidiVisibhll 1.Victitle ltd,kacti 

town within the new district Shall nOtlitidageof 4:141:64ase-byliab.iiiffilim  :-

percent in A  
• 

accordingly: 	t - 44)4?-/ 	.}..2. iv,14,13Ver-412k0 tels.,41.i 	4Iii.% 1  v .  • 

(D) 	add Attifthe elle4tive dte of-Merger,he tOinnionfeVint  . 4. 

apFshhliafl hthiiithlieW' 

distrAct tbripurtibses otteterinmulathe Alometteldlpik drtirikikaitelOregth 
• 

toft. 	 zzl;• 	•ti'..Y...1.1) • ALI 

(2) MeMer Nutted Grant. 

(A.V146tvriths'  

districts forniffig thnewAighitrthbiiidegitSitfli&_4etiableglitibirS8triet,31 

as defined in 16 VS.  .A. § 4015 that received a'"Stnati gdfOri1titt01 Want  • 

under section 4(11 	 of  

merger, thinflielektlitsilitiliglieteivriViattiir'• .11Mtetgil 6ft  

emniintint ecjial tohie stilai1  Sabel si*pott teintreteitabSiltitellitifiw. 

schObl distict fhb likfilAar-rt*O liff3fial&fli4itiffircliNedita 

merger. intorelthantkieligiginViittrittOlfifilitible;telidsgedatrict, then 

VT LEG #305117 v.1 
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2015 

the rnefger sig-ipbrt grant Shall be in an an:fount •eitrualId iht tbtal cdinbitied  • 

small schobl 	ttAids.they:rectived in thediSciii Ty 'ear *6 •FledrS•pliolito 

the first fiscal *ear °finer - 
	

!,, • 	 to; • 

AB) ,PaYaiept.:0/114' 	 12)  

annualt 	explicitlyxeliegedbythe-GtherahASSektibltiktiVided, 	• 

however, that the Secretary Shalt tilecintititit p_althent of the.Oatit itftholikal  t 

year follOWilWa -figatel;y1-hotfrrgtddigtriset6f4 sehoo1 toaieci mht had 

been an eligible school district pnor to rnrger and turther proyided that if  

Sehonliaidtti 	• 

conso' Likiita OA an other A16131 int6'  

bilittling.. then The Seertary Shall 	#y..the Vant  

• reairthelit lefiiitiny bonded intlebtednesslat 	 =NOWA  

• 

cdtiblittificiiiifditMetitql1611.1.*.Vtl'r:fit+51avitima•Ast  
• 

(c) 	 ticaTbraide  • 
• 

the klikibility!critetialdTec*VlitiftttivoSAs.. 'EA Val ,kelteatt 

the new new diSct Shalllint!alOrenetv et6tutiatableinceiltnAavaikb-  	3 .2. 

pursuant ito i010 Ats 00Mo-1017T/es 1445:163 ,kEtfrolitiednielitettity,1112-..- 

Act i aiklitatdieeSNOA S 6; -.Sebri.l 	 .ucitt tf)_ ;.....1p.,41 p.i tt. 	(h.) 

(a) ':14.0Milisiaii-aitiebtlartaiii0taleofiliffoitirctilit 	f-Wdfdefirdee 

• ' disfribtkeiterinto 4 cittlillitiuTzli4e 416* 	f 

operate a School lOintiy, and if at leak one of-the ,-•  - 

school districrthatreceivecl a small school support torkitanihe fiscal year two 

VT LEG #309717 v.1 
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2015 

. years trio-tit° the -effective -date Of 'the contrac_ethetlibe coti-fraciihi khoori 

districtsAs a sinitelitifethAlt TeceiVeadhit'al itneiget 	gtaiits'inii"Stnit  - 

to the proVisiods ofsubdivislah (b)i2kCifthis ctiomthôi&fht  • 

thiS section shalt pply i5n1y to contrictitediStrictS ',thatiVotiireI liVOrable „ 	, 

vote of alt %Ifeeted districts to eatetititoA tmáljzedcontthc,talter- the Afedive 

date of thisseetioh 'atidon dt.iSelbre.i.fily1/2017.)  

fit61566itAci •••:it 	. • - 

district 	tth '16 V.S.A.thapta.11itettliadind ptb  
" -••••• '•' 	•"' 

bigec'S. 	 ate4.3oar' 	trAr) Tariffaht 161tie.   

Editeation 	Ii4± %*rrj f: )1 -11144446 3 11/4 	 • :•••••t; 	- 

-41),-tbiisidefyitheth -the'ptoposatigttet-  •e'dfOtil&aleagitsliiiiabiCitdt-

goVeinance.stftiotufe that ;tali seet 1164' s;'S'elfdYtlitIga,P2 fietigiell'Ittd  7  • 
• „ 

4••;:. 	• .7 	 •:•!•`,•,• 

geo.  graPhically 	di:01.041 the p  
_ 

iiscat cao"aeittr.:,Or.*.ild -fit 	erVelitageas deht:s littlitodollofikediC  ??3 	• 
•Nonk. ; 

dentillediti16.;17:Ak 4Grbtd).:  ; ki PI d6privecibatktrairoris'  • 0. 	• 	v;•,.• 	••.• 

(A) .Atth ' setniest of the State BoaiaTilieS"-  liraisIdflAdeSfibif 

shall fwork4i the Votekaliolate'd dittiforath oifai "ds1iifitele14611- 

to Ifiove, aftVolbthiabid..taile ' te:iftilatit'eAtiatiettaikh tbiteeVThe 

VAS  

 

• • 	• 

 

; 
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2119 North Mairr-Street, te4t32 
1Barre, VP0,56421 .11)) AS02479-10g •'tit ,802-442792135 

Incentivesler REUs and HID Variations —teXtttt law 

101U No. 153, set. 4,40 aillenge410/2012 fie. ib7 Sec. i5 ml 
MI5 Flo. 46„, Secs. 15 tra 11 

Sec. 4. WIWI TAW( SCHOOL DISTRICT MERGER; INCENTIVES 

ra) Equalized tromestea d properly tax _rates :or RED inicerifive grant RED'splaroof 
Tuerger sbI 	de vdaether,twon merger, the RED Sled Tecd.veanequali.. • zationof as homestead 
property taxi:v.1es 	&Leftist four -years ifolloAft. -merger oranincetitivegrant du:ling the first year 
f CillONNIPZ merger. 

MIA) Equalized homestead taxt.Sajectito itheprorisior5 olsubdivisiontn of this 
stbdivisiontl) at notwithstandir-ig any other pro Vision:Of tlaw, the .1<..ED s equalized homestead property 
tax Incte shed be 

(Ii ,decreasedbySg08 in the lost year atter the elfetitivedate of merger; 
•decreased by $0 g6 in the s.e.cortd. year alter theeffectivedateof Inerzer; 

fili) deer eased by SO :04 th.e third Tear alter the effective date :of merger; and 
deoreasedbyVQD2 inthefourthyeez ,gter the ViieOtive dated merger,. 

(g) The household irtcontepercentage shatibe vacillated accordii r,4y... 
(C) Draft th.eyears in.w&rich. a RED's:evalt7ed ticanesteadpropetty tax e is decreased 

pursuant to tits subsection, the rate for eacktown within theRED shall not inorease for decrease by :more 
thaativepercent bra Single year. The bousettckd inoznnepercentageshatibecalculated accordingly. 

12) RED incentive guilt. Dmits the first-year after the elfettn-e date Of merger, the comrnisSiorier 
'eclucationshall pay to the RED board a RED incentive grant from theeducatiort fund equal to SCUD@ 

perpupilbeecxtbined,egarOlitraeTit Df Vie paddVating districts onlatober 1 of the year 4111 
Tclathe successful vote was ta&eu. The giant shallbe inadditioiato funds received 1.-ander 16 vaA. § 
4oza 

(3) Common level of ppraLsal. Regardless of Tthethef a RED obanses toreceive arrequali7atita 
its homeStead property taxrates oraRD incegittves-no, ion and after theeffective dateof merger, the 
common level of appraisal shall be ,calculated in 	for ,each. town within the RED for proposes 
.of det' 'ermining the homestead. pioperty tax rate for each town. 

(14 Capital d ebt service. Beginning in. fiscal year 2018, and .notwithstanclirg any other proviSion of 
taw, the commissioner annually shall Tatthurse froxntheeducatimt fund the amount of interest paid in 
the prior year by a RED to its lender onborrowing nanticipationof any state school construction aid that 
was owed to a margirg member of the RED as of the effective dateof this act ,and las not beenpaid to the 
RED by the state as of July Z. 2016. 

(e) Sale of school buildings. Subject to the provisions of Sec. 3(d) of this act 
(1) if a RED doses a school building and sells the school building, or animergy saving measure 

within it as contemplated in 16 V.SA § 34481(g), then neither the RED nor any other entity shall be 
required to refund a percentage of the sale price to the state pursuant to chapter 123 of Title 16; and 

(2) if a participating district retains ownership of and doses a sdrool building as part of the 
electorate-approved plan for merger and the participating district sells the school building or energy 
saving measure associated with the building, then neither the district nor any other entity shall b e 
required to refund a percentage of the sale price to the state pursuant to chapter 123 of Title 16. 

(d) Merger support grant. 
(1) If the merging districts of aRED included at least one 'eligible school district." as defined in 16 

V.S.A.§ 4015, that had received a small school support grant under section 4015 in the fiscal year two 



years Trim ttotheErst iliscdly ear of,meiyer,fthentheR-ED:shallreceive a_-rne„germtp-pottzrant:anrca 7ally 
inanatnotaritequal tothesrraMschool'sunicstqpantqec&veti.hvillierelbleschatil:disthetintheitscal 
7,Year two Tears prior to tilie:Erst liscalTear .01-zrnerger.. Iffmore&arroneimarging,:districtsvasma=4-gib1e 
sithool tii‹-riCt, then the anerg:er:suplyarts-raritslrilbe4n-anamounteopkttoelheWt-t,:corniiined.-surall 
school :support zrants thepreceaved tinaleifisL*,year rtWO*,y.earS prior tie rthe iErat iiscalwear ,efiale;ger. 

(2) Paiymant thepar -aLwde Shaftoridreue annually wee% 
exy:iratly I-repealed brtheeneral.,..Ass.enilily; provided. howevez, eta,: itheSecretary Sl-r.3.1,:contincte 
Taymeittof [the grant bathe h\cdi  year 	'cilcaireb;yithe mewed i:Estritt foimsclhoollocated in what 
had beenarC'eligible school i.;I:istrice Trior oerer: and furr.Ther Trovided that if aschoolbultding-
mated Ina foraue4 Agesthool tlisticr is dosed inorder consolidatemltlwancillier sthool icto a 

rereavd. or new s•dhocil lytTading, then the Secr.ary 	co-glint-Le ttopa23-- the grant daring the 
re,payment t erm of any borded indebtedness 2inucusred isa:eonnecbarzruFiththeconsoUclation4cilated 
renovionor con_<-ruction. 

:re) tOrt.Staing services ireintioursernent grant, Tromitheeducation. &bad. the conuniioner 
ethicat.' on shall Tay tip to =ARAM to the anerger study conitrettee established. raider 116 vs.A. § 706 to 
tr:farse ith.epaitiriipating iliAiitts for Is.A. and other :c onsultfingiees necessarylor The :ord.rss and 
report Tequired by 16 A § Prob. The S 	nominittee Shall forward liwaites othewrnns5ioneron  

cpartoly basis. The trarailissioner Audi reimilause onehaf Of the totalainourer reflected ineathset of 
kw-dices :anti the ernainirg one,hall won-conViationof the final report, pro-tided that no Tayment shall 
cause the! * cital amount paid to :exceed the-520UB g5rott. finaddition :any traosaionfacilltat migrant 
funds Taid to the RED purRrant nibs:erg mite -of this seotionshall be-reduced by theottof  
reimbursement paid tinder this scibsection(e).. 

(M Multiyear bud gets. 
(1) In addition to the ovtionolpro,posft singielear budget :co. 	baS pursuant to the 

provisions Of :chapter 11 of Title 16 :and notwitanding anytoffier prooncif law, a RED:formed 
pursuant to:Secs. 2 ,and 3 of this aot shall :also have The option le Iprriaose one or botivol the foiiowi 

TA) A multiyerar'budget for the first-two &cal 	c  -of its :eoNtence .that 	e included as Tart 
:of the Tian that most be approved17 theelectorate to: order to create the 

(E) A multiyear Budget 'for the third and fottr thfiscal years:of its 'ekistence that is yresented to 
the .Alectorate for approval at the 'REDS .anaual meetics convened in its second .fisc-al year. 

(2) The plan Fres anted to the -electorate to authorize cre-ationof the E rdy contain a proANIon 
authorizing the RED, besi Hill:4i% in the fifth fiscal y.ear a its 'eki.5tence to r:ent multiyear proposed 
budgets to the electorate once blew ery two or three years. 

fg) Transition tadilitation .grant 
(1) After voter approval of the planof merger, 'theoaammi—'ssioner ofeduration shall pay the RED a 

transition facilitation grant from the education. fund ,equal to the lesser of 
(A) five percent of the base education :dulk.ixtrit established in 16 -V.SA. §4201(13) multiplied by 

'the greater :of either the combined enrollment or the aver zve daily merrbers14p Of the meiBits districts 
on October 1 Of the year in .whith the successful vote is taleen;or 

(B) $150;O0OM.. 
(2) A transition f adittatiion grant awarded under this subsectim (g) shall be reduced by the total 

asnount r eicabassement paid under subsection. (e) of this section. 
(ti) [Repeated.] 

Note: This document is provided for guidance only and floes not have the force 1# law. See the lindalying 
statutes and/or Acts for more detail. 

RED & Variations: Incentives 	 Page 2 of 2 
(Revised: August 2,2016) 

dr-t.SERICATI Agmcwatucom 



A-d-  (-Ho A 
'R" Ye_ 	 Lz-Ji 

v 12-_s 

iltanstuonatassistanceana meentives 
U. Decreased ,equalized 'homestead property tax:rate. The new district's equalized homeSteaä 

property tax rate shall be decreased by $0.10in the fiist fiscal year :of operation, $0.138 -in the 
second„ $0:06 in the third, $0:04 in the fourth, and:$002 in the filth. During the years in whieh 
The homestead property ttatK is reduced, theeqtialized tax rate If or .eia.dh town •Will not increase 
by more than f ire percent in a single year. 

9. MergerSupport Grant. If one or more Of the trtergingrdiStaitts received a small sthool 
support grant in accordance-with M 'VA. S 4015in iear 20E6, then the new district 
Shad receive an annual Merger Stqaport Grant in an amount equal to the small school support 
(grant(S) received. 

,Payment of the grant Will continue in perpetuity (unless repealed by the LegiSlature). 
l'a.yrnent will be discontiritted in the fiscal year fdllowing Closure of the small school. 

's 	If ,a small adhool is dosed end another schocil is renovated. or ,constcucted in connection 
with the closure, then the grant connues until the capital debt is paid. 

:3. Transition Facilitation Grant. After vciter aFproval, the transitional schocil board will receive 
either  .(a) a transition facilitation grant equal to the lesser of 5% of the base education ainourtt 
multiplied by the greatter of either the con :lined. elirollanent or the average daily membership 
of the merging districts on October I of the year in whiCh the successail vote is taken or (b) 
$1513,000 (less any State reimbursement of studyc ommittee expenses per Act 1;56 (231t3)). 

A new district receiving incentives under Act 46, Sec. 6  cannot ,also receive comparable incentives as a 
regional education district (RE)])). 

Note.:  This document is provided for guidance only ,and does not have the /Owe of iaro. See the lin lying 
sgesentUyy Acts far 77107e 

Summary of Phase 1 Voluntary Mergers 
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iransitionatAssistanceana incentives 
a. Decreased equalized homestead propertytaxfrate. The new distriCt's equalized homestead 

property :tax irate shall be idecreasedlly SCI„.08 in the ifirst 'fiscal year .of operation, SO.% in the 
second, LO in the third, and. vlo2 in the ffourth. During theyears in Nkihirah the homestead 
properity tax is reduced., the equal iz:ed. tax rate for eadh town wi1 noitincrease or decrease by 
more than five percent(in asi rigle year.. 

. Merger Support Grant. If one ox more .idf the Inierging ,distritts received astral sChool 
support grant in accordance with i6  VS. § 40315 in fiscal year 20-16., then the new distiitr 
Shall receive an annual Merge' S oart in an amount i.equal to the 'small sthoolsupporl 
grant:Cs) received. 

4:Payment of the grant ill continue in perpetuity r(301ess repeated by the LegiSlature). 
• Paymerrt will bedisc.-on&itied in the fiscal year f allowing dosure of the small sOhocil. 
ra, 	If asma1 school is dosed fanOrher scihodl is renovated or construcfted in ,connection 

with the closure, then the srarit co tinuesnruii4 the capital debt is paid . 
Note: 

1. Merging idistrib6 do riot need it o be contiguous. 
2. There is no requirement that aH disraiCrs within -one existigg supervisory union are 

included in the newly merged district, although It ,is perniissible if they are. 
3. It is permissible for the newly merged idistria fto include distriOts from more than one 

thstiwg supervisoly union, but it is not required. 

A new district receiving incentives under Act 46, Sec. 7  cannot also receive comparable incentives as a 
regional education district (RED). 

Mac: 'This document is provided fir .gdence only smd does sot have theforce of lam See the underlyitig 
statutes ,and tor Acts for MOM davit 

Summary of Phase 3 Voluntary Mergers 
(Revised: August 1,2016) 

Page 2 of 2 "r4..VERIMONT 
AGemiv-Eimmo, 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20

