Talking Points:
The Economic & Community Vitality Provided by Swimming Holes in Vermont

-Read from 3 “Why Rivers Matter” cards, re: swimming holes
-Swimming holes are community gathering places for all generations and they are well-loved
because:
-they have clean, chlorine-free water
-people enjoy the connection to nature
-people enjoy the adventure of it, a shared experience with family or friends
-they are free to access (you don’t have to pay a membership)

-While they are free to access, swimming holes draw people from local communities as well as
from far-reaches of the state and often out of state visitors as well. This brings money to the
local economy- to gas stations, restaurants, creemie stands as well as Inns and Bed and
Breakfasts. (Note the Stowe website “summer” home page).

-Swimming holes truly are a treasure to Vermont’s rural communities. We don’t have the ocean
shore, instead we have miles of rivers flowing through our state. Rivers that offer us their deep
pools and giant rocks perfect for jumping from. Swimming holes that see hundreds of visitors on
a hot summer day, and also swimming holes that are off the beaten path, hidden gems known
to locals as “their spot”. Public access is not guaranteed at our swimming holes, and the
Vermont River Conservancy is committed to protecting these special places to be enjoyed by
generations to come. We are grateful for the support from the Vermont Housing and
Conservation Board to provide necessary funding to ensure our swimming holes will continue to
provide economic and mutli-generational community vitality for the next generation of
Vermonters and beyond. Thank you for considering to fully fund VHCB this year.



Why do rivers matter to you? Please tell us below. Your
story will join others as part of a statewide traveling display
& social media event, and will help us protect the rivers you
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Vermont River Conservancy
29 Main Street, Suite 11
Montpelier, VT 05602
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Summer in Stowe is a time to enjoy all Vermont has

to offer. With an abundance of outdoor activities,
events and local fare, Stowe is the perfect place to
plan a summer adventure or relaxing retreat with
family and friends. Hike, paddle, bike or walk for
mountain views. Walk in the woods and swim in a
pristine cascading waterfall. Equipment rentals are
available. Explore favorite ways to unwind and stay
cool in summer and make your summer vacation in
Stowe a memorable experience.
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