
funding and incentives

Brownfields 
INITIATIVE 
Promoting the Productive Reuse of 
Under-Utilized Contaminated Sites

The Brownfields Initiative promotes 
the productive reuse of sites that 
are currently abandoned or not 
fully utilized due to contamination 
or the perception of contamination on the site. Financial 
assistance for cleanup provides economic growth, housing, 
and open space that strengthens our communities.  

The Brownfields Revitalization Fund (BRF) offers grants 
and loans for remediation of brownfield sites with viable 
redevelopment potential. The Fund is administered by the 
Agency of Commerce and Community Development with funds 
made available to Vermont from the Environmental Protection 
Agency. Eligible applicants can be private developers, non-
profits or municipalities. There is no limit on the size of a loan; 
it depends on the amount of capital available in the fund. 

The Brownfields Initiative can help with:

Grant and Loan Fund Connection
Identification of Sites
Project Management
Access to resources



Frequently asked questions
Q. What are Brownfields?
Brownfields are properties for which expansion, redevelopment 
or reuse may be complicated due to the presence, or 
potential presence, of hazardous substances, pollutants or 
contaminants. Common sites include former gas stations, 
automotive repair shops, schools, dry cleaners, print shops, 
and other service-oriented businesses.  

Q: Will I be Liable for Contamination at the Site?
Typically, ownership of a contaminated property will give rise to 
liability under state and federal environmental laws. However, 
both federal and Vermont state laws provide a level of liability 
protection to purchasers of contaminated property when 
appropriate procedures are followed. Protection may also be 
made available to “innocent owners” of contaminated property.

Q: What Do Brownfields Cleanups Cost?
As with any development project, overall cost is affected 
by many variables. The type, volume, and concentration of 
contaminants are particularly relevant factors at brownfields 
sites. Completing a thorough environmental assessment and 
site investigation will provide most of the information needed 
to establish a cleanup cost estimate and assess a project’s 
feasibility. In Vermont, technical and financial assistance is 
available for site assessment, investigation and cleanup.

Q: How Long Will the Cleanup and Redevelopment Take?
Once the cleanup plan is approved, a brownfields project will 
not take significantly more time than a standard development 
project. In some cases, redevelopment can take place 
simultaneously with cleanup activities. Consulting with the 
Department of Environmental Conservation at the outset will 
reduce the potential for delays related to the cleanup portion 
of the project.

For more information visit:

accd.vermont.gov/economic-development/ 
funding-incentives/brownfields-initiative
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