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 Supports state land use goals 
 Enables more transportation and housing options  
 Provides a greater return on public infrastructure 

investments 
 Protects the environment and working lands 
 Improves air and water quality
 Promotes healthy communities

Why Designate Centers? 



Vermont Downtown Board



Size of Downtowns

Burlington: 208 ACRES

Bristol: 23.5 ACRES

75% of Vermont’s downtowns are under 100 acres.  

25%
100 + ACRES

50%
50-100 ACRES

25%
<50 ACRES

- Vermont Center for Geographic Information 2017 



Area of Designated Centers 
is 1/400 total area of Vermont

Growth Centers
12 sq. miles

Villages
8 sq. miles

Downtowns
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New Town Cent.
0.3 sq. miles

Vermont
9623 sq. miles

Relative Size of Land Areas 

- Vermont Center for Geographic Information 2017 







- Wildlands and Woodlands Farmlands and Communities 2017



Cost of Development 

Schools
$435

Schools
$232

Rural/Suburban
Town Annual Cost, per Household

Downtown
Town Annual Cost, per Household

- Sustainable Prosperity 2015 



Median Household Annual Vehicle 
Miles Traveled by Area 
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- American Household Travel Survey  2009



Transportation 

52%

Thermal 

Total Energy Cost for Vermont Households 

25%

23%
Electricity 
(non-thermal)

- Vermont Energy Investment Corporation 2016



I would walk to 
work, school, 
shopping or other
activities if they 
were close 
enough…

- Resource Systems Group 2012 [n=519 ]

91%



Priority Housing Projects Jurisdiction 

Downtown

New Town Center

Neighborhood Development Area

Growth Center

No permit or amendment needed 

No permit amendment needed if  the new 
development complies with existing conditions  

- 10 V.S.A. §6081 (p)(2) 

- 10 V.S.A. §6081 (p)(1) 



Supported the development of 586 housing units 

Saved an average of $50,000 in permit fees per project  

Reduced permit timelines an estimated average of 7 months  

Priority Housing Projects 

Shelburne: Harrington Village
36 Senior units
42 Mixed income units
4 Habitat homes

Winooski: Mill House Redevelopment
25 Market Rate Apartments
10 Townhouses

Burlington: Town Center
55 Affordable units
215 Market rate units

- Act 157 Report 2016, updated 2017



Priority Housing Projects Flowchart 
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- Bowen National Research 2015
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Questions?  


