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“The traditional rural scene 

in Vermont, characterized 

by concentrated settlement 

in villages and open 

countryside dotted with 

farms, is disappearing.”

Every Vermonter must have the 

VISION AND CHOICE: VERMONT'S FUTURE THE STATE FRAMEWORK PLAN (1968)



2010 Census Urban Areas 



Goal: ‘Maintaining historic settlement 
pattern of compact village and urban 

centers separated by rural countryside’ 
24 V.S.A. § 4302



Does this goal still make sense for the 
next 50 years? 

What have we learned since 1968?



WALKABLE



Affordability



“the average annual 

cost to own and operate 

a vehicle in the United 

States is $9,576”  

Average Transportation Costs 

for Vermont Household (% of 

income.)

25%

Source: Housing and Transp. Affordability index

Income: $50,939

Commuters: 1.16 workers

Household Size: 2.39 people
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Energy



Components of Total Energy Cost 

for Vermont Households 
VEIC 2016

16% to 31% 

Reduction in Total 

Energy Cost for 

Vermont Households



Health



Photo: Andrew Harrer, European Press Agency

Surgeon General Dr. Vivek Murthy



Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance — United States, 2015.



Water Quality



Source: Tax Foundation 2016



Source: Tax Foundation 2016



Land 

Productivity

Highgate Springs, VT

Source: Bill Morris using VCGI Imagery

Fiscal Health & 
Land Productivity

(See work of Joe Minicozzi.)









Bennington



St. Albans



Vergennes



Richmond



Readsboro



Where is 
development 
happening in 
Vermont?  



https://arcg.is/aLC8T

https://arcg.is/aLC8T
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Chittenden County
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in & around 
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Resort and 
Second 
Home 
Development
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New Residential Structures 2008-2018

Inside Centers

Outside Centers

Source data: E911 



County Differences 2008-2018
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Source data : E911 



New Multifamily Structures 2008-2018 

Inside Centers

Outside Centers

Source data: E911 



Commercial Structures 2008-2018

Inside Centers

Outside Centers

Source data : E911 



1990-2006 2007-2017

40%Inside 60% Inside

I-89 

Complete

Residential 
Development in 
Chittenden County 
1890-2016

Source data: CCRPC 



Act 250 Decisions 1970-2017 
(excluding admin. amendments) 

Source data: NRB Act 250 Database



What’s driving 
these 
development 
trends?







(DAYTIME POPULATION)



Jobs



Department of Commerce statistics for 2013
Map created by reddit user: atrubetskoy







•https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0166083

An Economic Geography of the United States: From Commutes to Megaregions

Garrett Dash Nelson , Alasdair Rae   11/30/2016

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0166083


Based on work of Garrett Dash Nelson 



Based on work of Garrett Dash Nelson 
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Chittenden
County



Opportunities
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If you could live anywhere in the United States 

that you wanted to, would you prefer a city, a 

suburban area, a small town or a rural area?
n: 3,341

City Suburb Small town Rural

Source: Pew Research Center 2014



Source: RSG 2012 n=519



Vermont has smart people.



Safety
Good Schools
Employment
Outdoor Recreation
Good Beer



Thank You

John.E.Adams@Vermont.gov


