


People’s thresholds for 
environmental conditions 

are continuingly 
 being lowered.

“Shifting Baseline Syndrome:  
causes, consequences & implications.”



Mount Mansfield - 1952 
Vermont Ski Museum



Mount Mansfield - Mid-2000s



Spruce Peak - 1990s



Spruce Peak - 2015



Jay Peak  - 1934 
National Park Service

Jay Peak  - Today



Jay Peak  - Date Unknown 
Vermont State Archives



Jay Peak  
Google Maps Pro



Sugarbush  - 1964 
Vermont State Archives



Sugarbush  - Contemporary 



 —140-foot tower 

 — Cut & blast sensitive 

high elevations 

 — unspoiled vistas & 

valley floors 

 — very sensitive 

habitat 
 — not consulted



Lowell Mountain - Before 
(Vermonters for a Clean Environment)



Lowell Mountain - After 
(Steve Wright)



Whiteface Mountain 
The Adirondacks

PRECAUTIONARY 
PRINCIPLE



“THROW CAUTION TO 
THE WIND” PRINCIPLE



Although Vermont’s mountains are a 
prominent part of its landscape … it is 

indeed perplexing that this central 
feature is not prominently identified and 

mentioned in Act 250.”
— Richard Brooks, Vermont Law School


