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At one o'clock in the afternoon the Speaker called the House to order.

Devotional Exercises

Devotional exercises were conducted by Singers from Westminster Center
School, Westminster, VT.

Bill Referred to Committee on Ways and Means

S. 285

House bill, entitled

An act relating to universal recycling requirements

Appearing on the Calendar, affecting the revenue of the state, under rule
35(a), was referred to the committee on Ways and Means.

Bill Referred to Committee on Appropriations

S. 53

House bill, entitled

An act relating to recommendations for achieving universal coverage for
primary care in Vermont

Appearing on the Calendar, carrying an appropriation, under rule 35(a), was
referred to the committee on Appropriations.

Second Reading; Proposal of Amendment Agreed to;
Third Reading Ordered

S. 166

Rep. Shaw of Pittsford, for the committee on Corrections and Institutions,
to which had been referred Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to the provision of medication-assisted treatment for inmates

Reported in favor of its passage in concurrence with proposal of amendment
by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 1. LEGISLATIVE INTENT

It is the intent of the General Assembly that medication-assisted treatment
offered at or facilitated by a correctional facility is a medically necessary
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component of treatment for inmates diagnosed with opioid use disorder.

Sec. 2. 18 V.S.A. § 4750 is added to read:

§ 4750. DEFINITION

As used in this chapter, “medication-assisted treatment” means the use of
U.S. Federal Drug Administration-approved medications, in combination with
counseling and behavioral therapies, to provide a whole patient approach to the
treatment of substance use disorders.

Sec. 3. 28 V.S.A. § 801 is amended to read:

§ 801. MEDICAL CARE OF INMATES

* * *

(b)(1) Upon admission to a correctional facility for a minimum of
14 consecutive days, each inmate shall be given a physical assessment unless
extenuating circumstances exist.

(2) Within 24 hours after admission to a correctional facility, each
inmate shall be screened for substance use disorders as part of the initial and
ongoing substance use screening and assessment process.  This process
includes screening and assessment for opioid use disorders.

* * *

(e)(1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, an offender inmate
who is admitted to a correctional facility while under the medical care of a
licensed physician, a licensed physician assistant, or a licensed advanced
practice registered nurse, or a licensed nurse practitioner and who is taking
medication at the time of admission pursuant to a valid prescription as verified
by the inmate’s pharmacy of record, primary care provider, other licensed care
provider, or as verified by the Vermont Prescription Monitoring System or
other prescription monitoring or information system, including buprenorphine,
methadone, or other medication prescribed in the course of medication-assisted
treatment, shall be entitled to continue that medication and to be provided that
medication by the Department pending an evaluation by a licensed physician, a
licensed physician assistant, a licensed nurse practitioner, or a licensed
advanced practice registered nurse.

(2) However Notwithstanding subdivision (1) of this subsection, the
Department may defer provision of a validly prescribed medication in
accordance with this subsection if, in the clinical judgment of a licensed
physician, a physician assistant, a nurse practitioner, or an advanced practice
registered nurse, it is not in the inmate’s best interest medically necessary to
continue the medication at that time.
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(3) The licensed practitioner who makes the clinical judgment to
discontinue a medication shall enter cause the reason for the discontinuance to
be entered into the inmate’s permanent medical record, specifically stating the
reason for the discontinuance. The inmate shall be provided, both orally and
in writing, with a specific explanation of the decision to discontinue the
medication and with notice of the right to have his or her community-based
prescriber notified of the decision. If the inmate provides signed
authorization, the Department shall notify the community-based prescriber in
writing of the decision to discontinue the medication.

(4) It is not the intent of the General Assembly that this subsection shall
create a new or additional private right of action.

(5) As used in this subchapter:

(A) “Medically necessary” describes health care services that are
appropriate in terms of type, amount, frequency, level, setting, and duration to
the individual’s diagnosis or condition, are informed by generally accepted
medical or scientific evidence, and are consistent with generally accepted
practice parameters. Such services shall be informed by the unique needs of
each individual and each presenting situation, and shall include a
determination that a service is needed to achieve proper growth and
development or to prevent the onset or worsening of a health condition.

(B) “Medication-assisted treatment” shall have the same meaning as
in 18 V.S.A. § 4750.

* * *

Sec. 4. 28 V.S.A. § 801b is added to read:

§ 801b. MEDICATION-ASSISTED TREATMENT IN CORRECTIONAL
FACILITIES

(a) If an inmate receiving medication-assisted treatment prior to entering
the correctional facility continues to receive medication prescribed in the
course of medication-assisted treatment pursuant to section 801 of this title, the
inmate shall be authorized to receive that medication for as long as medically
necessary.

(b)(1) If at any time an inmate screens positive as having an opioid use
disorder, the inmate may elect to commence buprenorphine-specific
medication-assisted treatment if it is deemed medically necessary by a provider
authorized to prescribe buprenorphine. The inmate shall be authorized to
receive the medication as soon as possible and for as long as medically
necessary.

(2) Nothing in this subsection shall prevent an inmate who commences
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medication-assisted treatment while in a correctional facility from transferring
from buprenorphine to methadone if:

(A) methadone is deemed medically necessary by a provider
authorized to prescribe methadone; and

(B) the inmate elects to commence methadone as recommended by a
provider authorized to prescribe methadone.

(c) The licensed practitioner who makes the clinical judgment to
discontinue a medication shall cause the reason for the discontinuance to be
entered into the inmate’s medical record, specifically stating the reason for the
discontinuance. The inmate shall be provided, both orally and in writing, with
a specific explanation of the decision to discontinue the medication and with
notice of the right to have his or her community-based prescriber notified of
the decision. If the inmate provides signed authorization, the Department shall
notify the community-based prescriber in writing of the decision to discontinue
the medication.

(d) As part of reentry planning for an inmate who screens positive for an
opioid use disorder and for whom medication assisted treatment is medically
necessary, the Department shall commence medication-assisted treatment prior
to release. If medication-assisted treatment is indicated and despite best efforts
induction is not possible prior to release, the Department shall ensure
comprehensive care coordination with a community-based provider.

(e) Any counseling or behavioral therapies provided in conjunction with
the use of medication-assisted treatment shall be medically necessary.

* * *

Sec. 5. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING; MEDICATION-

ASSISTED TREATMENT IN STATE CORRECTIONAL

FACILITIES

(a) On or before December 31, 2018, the Departments of Corrections and
of Health may enter into a memorandum of understanding with opioid
treatment programs throughout the State, certified and accredited pursuant to
42 C.F.R. part 8, that serve regions in which a State correctional facility is
located to provide medication-assisted treatment to those inmates for whom a
licensed practitioner has determined medication-assisted treatment is medically
necessary. Treatment received pursuant to this section shall be coordinated
pursuant to 18 V.S.A. § 4753.

(b) As used in this section, “medication-assisted treatment” shall have the
same meaning as in 18 V.S.A. § 4750.
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Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2018.

Rep. Hooper of Montpelier, for the committee on Appropriations,
recommended that the House propose to the Senate to amend the bill as
recommended by the committee on Corrections and Institutions and when
amended as follows:

Sec. 5a. EVALUATION; MEDICATION-ASSISTED TREATMENT

FACILITATED BY CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES

On or before January 15, 2022, the Department of Corrections shall present
an evaluation on the effectiveness of the medication-assisted treatment
program facilitated by correctional facilities to the House Committee on
Corrections and Institutions and the Senate Committee on Institutions.

The bill having appeared on the Calendar one day for notice was taken up,
read the second time, the reports of the committees on Appropriations and
Corrections and Institutions, as amended, were agreed to and third reading was
ordered.

Senate Proposal of Amendment Concurred in
With a Further Amendment Thereto

H. 874

The Senate proposed to the House to amend House bill, entitled

An act relating to inmate access to prescription drugs

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill by striking out all after the
enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 28 V.S.A. § 801 is amended to read:

§ 801. MEDICAL CARE OF INMATES

* * *

(e)(1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, an offender who is
admitted to a correctional facility while under the medical care of a licensed
physician, a licensed physician assistant, or a licensed advanced practice
registered nurse, or a licensed nurse practitioner and who is taking medication
at the time of admission pursuant to a valid prescription as verified by the
inmate’s pharmacy of record, primary care provider, other licensed care
provider, or as verified by the Vermont Prescription Monitoring System or
other prescription monitoring or information system shall be entitled to
continue that medication and to be provided that medication by the
Department pending an evaluation by a licensed physician, a licensed
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physician assistant, a licensed nurse practitioner, or a licensed advanced
practice registered nurse.

(2) However, Notwithstanding subdivision (1) of this subsection, the
Department may defer provision of a validly prescribed medication in
accordance with this subsection if, in the clinical judgment of a licensed
physician, a physician assistant, a nurse practitioner, or an advanced practice
registered nurse, it is not in the inmate’s best interest medically necessary to
continue the medication at that time.

(3) The licensed practitioner who makes the clinical judgment to
discontinue a medication shall enter cause the reason for the discontinuance to
be entered into the inmate’s permanent medical record, specifically stating the
reason for the discontinuance. The inmate shall be provided, both orally and
in writing, with a specific explanation of the decision to discontinue the
medication and with notice of the right to have his or her community-based
prescriber notified of the decision. If the inmate provides signed
authorization, the Department shall notify the community-based prescriber in
writing of the decision to discontinue the medication.

(4) It is not the intent of the General Assembly that this subsection shall
create a new or additional private right of action.

* * *

Sec. 2. DATA COLLECTION

(a) The Department of Corrections shall collect information on: how often
a medication for which an inmate has a valid prescription is continued or
discontinued upon incarceration at each correctional facility, the name of the
medication, and the reason for discontinuance.

(b) The Department shall collect this information for a period of at least six
months and provide a written report of its findings based on the data collected,
including a breakdown by correctional facility of record, to the House
Committee on Corrections and Institutions and the Senate Committee on
Institutions on or before January 31, 2019. Prior to finalizing the report, the
Department shall consult with the Prisoners’ Rights Office and Disability
Rights Vermont.

(c) Nothing in this section shall require the Department to reveal
individually identifiable health information in violation of State or federal law.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Sec. 2 shall take effect on passage.

(b) Sec. 1 shall take effect on July 1, 2018.



JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 1162

Pending the question Will the House concur in the Senate proposal of
amendment? Rep. Taylor of Colchester, moved to concur in the Senate
proposal of amendment with a further amendment thereto as follows:

First: In Sec. 1, 28 V.S.A. § 801, after the section heading “MEDICAL
CARE OF INMATES” by inserting the following:

* * *

(b)(1) Upon admission to a correctional facility for a minimum of
14 consecutive days, each inmate shall be given a physical assessment unless
extenuating circumstances exist.

(2) Within 24 hours after admission to a correctional facility, each
inmate shall be screened for substance use disorders as part of the initial and
ongoing substance use screening and assessment process.  This process
includes screening and assessment for opioid use disorders.

Second: In Sec. 1, 28 V.S.A. § 801(e)(1), after the words “Except as
otherwise provided in this subsection, an” by striking “offender” and inserting
in lieu thereof “offender inmate”

Third: In Sec. 1, 28 V.S.A. § 801(e)(1), after the words “prescription
monitoring or information system” by inserting “, including buprenorphine,
methadone, or other medication prescribed in the course of medication-assisted
treatment,”

Fourth: In Sec. 1, 28 V.S.A. § 801(e), after subdivision (4), by inserting a
subdivision (5) to read as follows:

(5) As used in this subchapter:

(A) “Medically necessary” describes health care services that are
appropriate in terms of type, amount, frequency, level, setting, and duration to
the individual’s diagnosis or condition, are informed by generally accepted
medical or scientific evidence, and are consistent with generally accepted
practice parameters. Such services shall be informed by the unique needs of
each individual and each presenting situation, and shall include a
determination that a service is needed to achieve proper growth and
development or to prevent the onset or worsening of a health condition.

(B) “Medication-assisted treatment” shall have the same meaning as
in 18 V.S.A. § 4750.

Fifth: By inserting after Sec. 1 a new section to be Sec. 1a to read as
follows:

Sec. 1a. 18 V.S.A. § 4750 is added to read:



1163 THURSDAY, APRIL 26, 2018

§ 4750. DEFINITION

As used in this chapter, “medication-assisted treatment” means the use of
U.S. Federal Drug Administration-approved medications, in combination with
counseling and behavioral therapies, to provide a whole patient approach to the
treatment of substance use disorders.

Which was agreed to.

Senate Proposal of Amendment Concurred in
With a Further Amendment Thereto

H. 143

The Senate proposed to the House to amend House bill, entitled

An act relating to automobile insurance requirements and transportation
network companies

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 23 V.S.A. chapter 10 is added to read:

CHAPTER 10. TRANSPORTATION NETWORK COMPANIES

§ 750. DEFINITIONS; INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

(a) Definitions. As used in this chapter:

(1) “Digital network” or “network” means any online-enabled
application, software, website, or system offered or used by a transportation
network company that enables the prearrangement of rides with transportation
network drivers.

(2) “Personal vehicle” means a vehicle that is:

(A) used by a driver to provide a prearranged ride;

(B) owned, leased, or otherwise authorized for use by the driver; and

(C) not a taxicab, limousine, or other for-hire vehicle.

(3) “Prearranged ride” or “ride” means the transportation provided by a
driver to a transportation network rider, beginning when a driver accepts the
rider’s request for a ride through a digital network controlled by a company;
continuing while the driver transports the rider; and ending when the last
requesting rider departs from the vehicle. The term does not include:

(A) shared-expense carpool or vanpool arrangements;

(B) use of a taxicab, limousine, or other for-hire vehicle;
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(C) use of a public or private regional transportation company that
operates along a fixed route; or

(D) a ride furnished through a broker using a publicly funded
network to connect riders to drivers through the Elders and Persons with
Disabilities Program, Medicaid Non-Emergency Medical Transportation
Program, or other similar governmental transportation program.

(4) “Transportation network company” or “company” means a person
that uses a digital network to connect riders to drivers who provide
prearranged rides.

(5) “Transportation network company driver” or “driver” means an
individual who:

(A) receives connections to potential riders and related services from
a transportation network company in exchange for payment of a fee to the
company; and

(B) uses a personal vehicle to offer or provide a prearranged ride to
riders upon connection through a digital network controlled by a transportation
network company in exchange for compensation or payment of a fee.

(6) “Transportation network company rider” or “rider” means an
individual who uses a company’s digital network to connect with a driver who
provides rides in his or her personal vehicle between points chosen by the
rider.

(b) Company’s financial responsibility.

(1) Beginning on July 1, 2017, a driver, or company on the driver’s
behalf, shall maintain primary automobile insurance that recognizes that the
driver is a company driver or otherwise uses a vehicle to transport passengers
for compensation and covers the driver while the driver is logged on to the
company’s digital network or while the driver is engaged in a prearranged ride.

(2)(A) The following automobile insurance requirements shall apply
while a participating driver is logged on to the transportation network
company’s digital network and is available to receive transportation requests
but is not engaged in a prearranged ride:

(i) primary automobile liability insurance in the amount of at least
$50,000.00 for death and bodily injury per person, $100,000.00 for death and
bodily injury per incident, and $25,000.00 for property damage; and

(ii) any other State-mandated coverage under section 941 of this
title.

(B) The coverage requirements of this subdivision (2) may be
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satisfied by any of the following:

(i) automobile insurance maintained by the driver;

(ii) automobile insurance maintained by the company; or

(iii) any combination of subdivisions (i) and (ii) of this
subdivision (2)(B).

(3)(A) The following automobile insurance requirements shall apply
while a driver is engaged in a prearranged ride:

(i) primary automobile liability insurance that provides at least
$1,000,000.00 for death, bodily injury, and property damage;

(ii) uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage that provides at
least $1,000,000.00 for death, bodily injury, and property damage; and

(iii) $10,000.00 in medical payments coverage (Med Pay).

(B) The coverage requirements of this subdivision (3) may be
satisfied by any of the following:

(i) automobile insurance maintained by the driver;

(ii) automobile insurance maintained by the company; or

(iii) any combination of subdivisions (i) and (ii) of this
subdivision (3)(B).

(4) If insurance maintained by a driver under subdivision (2) or (3) of
this subsection has lapsed or does not provide the required coverage, insurance
maintained by a company shall provide such coverage beginning with the first
dollar of a claim and shall have the duty to defend such claim.

(5) Coverage under an automobile insurance policy maintained by the
company shall not be dependent on a personal automobile insurer first denying
a claim nor shall a personal automobile insurance policy be required to first
deny a claim.

(6) Insurance required by this subsection may be placed with an insurer
licensed under chapter 101 (insurance companies generally) or 138 (surplus
lines insurance) of this title.

(7) Insurance satisfying the requirements of this subsection shall be
deemed to satisfy the financial responsibility requirement for a motor vehicle
under section 800 of this title.

(8) A driver shall carry proof of coverage satisfying this section at all
times during use of a vehicle in connection with a company’s digital network.
In the event of an accident, a driver shall provide this insurance coverage
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information to the directly interested parties, automobile insurers, and law
enforcement, upon request. Upon such request, a driver shall also disclose
whether he or she was logged on to the network or was on a prearranged ride
at the time of an accident.

(9) A person who fails to maintain primary automobile insurance as
required in subdivisions (2) and (3) of this subsection (b) shall be assessed a
civil penalty of not more than $500.00, and such violation shall be a traffic
violation within the meaning of chapter 24 of this title. A person who fails to
carry proof of insurance as required under subdivision (8) of this subsection
(b) shall be subject to a fine of not more than $100.00. Notwithstanding any
provision of law to the contrary, a person who operates a vehicle without
financial responsibility as required by this subsection (b) is subject to
administrative action as set forth in chapter 11 of this title.

(c) Disclosures. A transportation network company shall disclose in
writing to its drivers the following before they are allowed to accept a request
for a prearranged ride on the company’s digital network:

(1) the insurance coverage, including the types of coverage and the
limits for each coverage, that the company provides while the driver uses a
personal vehicle in connection with the company’s network; and

(2) that the driver’s own automobile insurance policy, depending on its
terms, might not provide any coverage while the driver is logged on to the
company’s network and available to receive transportation requests or engaged
in a prearranged ride.

(d)(1) Automobile insurers. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to
the contrary, insurers that write automobile insurance in Vermont may exclude
any and all coverage afforded under a policy issued to an owner or operator of
a personal vehicle for any loss or injury that occurs while a driver is logged on
to a transportation network company’s digital network or while a driver
provides a prearranged ride. This right to exclude all coverage may apply to
any coverage in an automobile insurance policy, including:

(A) liability coverage for bodily injury and property damage;

(B) personal injury protection coverage;

(C) uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage;

(D) medical payments coverage;

(E) comprehensive physical damage coverage; and

(F) collision physical damage coverage.

(2) Nothing in this subsection implies or requires that a personal
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automobile insurance policy provide coverage while the driver is logged on to
a company’s digital network, while the driver is engaged in a prearranged ride,
or while the driver otherwise uses a vehicle to transport passengers for
compensation.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require an insurer to use
any particular policy language or reference to this section in order to exclude
any and all coverage for any loss or injury that occurs while a driver is logged
on to a company’s digital network or while a driver provides a prearranged
ride.

(4) Nothing in this subsection is deemed to preclude an insurer from
providing primary or excess coverage for the driver’s vehicle, if it chooses to
do so by contract or endorsement.

(5) Insurers that exclude the coverage described under subsection (b) of
this section shall have no duty to defend or indemnify any claim expressly
excluded thereunder.

(6) Nothing in this section is deemed to invalidate or limit an exclusion
contained in a policy, including any policy in use or approved for use in
Vermont prior to the enactment of this section, that excludes coverage for
vehicles used to carry persons or property for a charge or available for hire by
the public.

(7) An insurer that defends or indemnifies a claim against a driver that
is excluded under the terms of its policy shall have a right of contribution
against other insurers that provide automobile insurance to the same driver in
satisfaction of the coverage requirements of subsection (b) of this section at the
time of loss.

(8) In a claims coverage investigation, transportation network
companies shall immediately provide, upon request by directly involved
parties or any insurer of the transportation network company driver, if
applicable, the precise times that a transportation network company driver
logged on and off the transportation network company’s digital network in the
12-hour period immediately preceding and in the 12-hour period immediately
following the accident. Insurers providing coverage under subsection (b) of
this section shall disclose, upon request by any other insurer involved in the
particular claim, the applicable charges, exclusions, and limits provided under
any automobile insurance maintained in order to satisfy the requirements of
subsection (b) of this section.

§ 752. DRIVER REQUIREMENTS; BACKGROUND CHECKS

(a) A company shall not allow an individual to act as a driver on the
company’s network without requiring the individual to submit to the company



JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 1168

an application that includes:

(1) the individual’s name, address, and date of birth;

(2) a copy of the individual’s driver’s license;

(3) a copy of the registration for the personal vehicle that the individual
will use to provide prearranged rides; and

(4) proof of financial responsibility for the personal vehicle described in
subdivision (3) of this subsection of a type and in the amounts required by the
company.

(b)(1) A company shall not allow an individual to act as a driver on the
company’s network unless, with respect to the driver, the company:

(A) obtains a Vermont criminal record from the Vermont Crime
Information Center; and

(B) contracts with an entity accredited by the National Association of
Professional Background Screeners to conduct a national criminal record
check, a motor vehicle check, and a search of the Vermont Sex Offender
Registry and the National Sex Offender Public Registry.

(2) The background checks required by this subsection shall be
conducted annually by the company.

(c) A company shall not allow an individual to act as a driver on the
company’s network if the company knows or should know that the individual:

(1) has been convicted within the last seven years of:

(A) a listed crime as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 5301(7);

(B) an offense involving sexual exploitation of children in violation
of 13 V.S.A. chapter 64;

(C) a violation of 18 V.S.A. § 4231(b)(2), (b)(3), or (c)(selling,
dispensing, or trafficking cocaine); 4232(b)(2) or (b)(3)(selling or dispensing
LSD); 4233(b)(2), (b)(3), or (c)(selling, dispensing, or trafficking heroin);
4234(b)(2) or (b)(3)(selling or dispensing depressants, stimulants, and
narcotics); 4234a(b)(2), (b)(3), or (c)(selling, dispensing, or trafficking
methamphetamine); 4235(c)(2) or (c)(3)(selling or dispensing hallucinogenic
drugs); or 4235a(b)(2) or (b)(3)(selling or dispensing Ecstasy);

(D) a violation of section 1201 (operating a vehicle while under the
influence of alcohol or drugs) of this title;

(E) a felony violation of 13 V.S.A. chapter 47 (frauds) or chapter 57
(larceny and embezzlement); or
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(F) a comparable offense in another jurisdiction;

(2) has been convicted within the last three years of:

(A) more than three moving violations as defined in subdivision
4(44) of this title;

(B) grossly negligent operation of a motor vehicle in violation of
section 1071 of this title or operating with a suspended or revoked license in
violation of section 674 of this title; or

(C) a comparable offense in another jurisdiction; or

(3) is or has been required to register as a sex offender in any
jurisdiction.

(c) A company shall establish and enforce a zero tolerance policy for drug
and alcohol use by drivers during any period when a driver is engaged in, or is
logged into the company’s network but is not engaged in, a prearranged ride.
The policy shall include provisions for investigations of alleged policy
violations and the suspension of drivers under investigation.

(d) A company shall require that a personal vehicle used to provide
prearranged rides complies with all applicable laws and regulations concerning
vehicle equipment.

§ 753. RECORDS; INSPECTION

The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles or designee, at all reasonable times,
has the right to inspect driver and company records demonstrating compliance
with the requirements of this chapter, including the results of background
checks, proof that vehicles meet the standards of this chapter, and proof of
adequate insurance.

§ 754. ENFORCEMENT; ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES

(a) The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles may impose an administrative
penalty if a company violates a provision of this chapter.

(b) A violation may be subject to an administrative penalty of not more
than $500.00. Each violation is a separate and distinct offense and, in the case
of a continuing violation, each day’s continuance may be deemed a separate
and distinct offense.

(c) The company shall be given notice and opportunity for a hearing for
alleged violations under this section. Service of the notice shall be sufficient if
sent by first class mail to the applicable address on file with the Secretary of
State. The notice shall include the following:

(1) a factual description of the alleged violation;
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(2) a reference to the particular statute allegedly violated;

(3) the amount of the proposed administrative penalty; and

(4) a warning that the company will be deemed to have waived its right
to a hearing and that the penalty will be imposed if no hearing is requested
within 15 days from the date of the notice.

(d) A company that receives notice under subsection (c) of this section
shall be deemed to have waived the right to a hearing unless, within 15 days
from the date of the notice, the company requests a hearing in writing. If the
company waives the right to a hearing, the Commissioner shall issue a final
order finding the company in default and imposing the penalty.

(e) The provisions of sections 105, 106, and 107 of this title shall apply to
hearings conducted under this section.

(f) The Commissioner may collect an unpaid administrative penalty by
filing a civil action in Superior Court or through any other means available to
State agencies.

(g) The remedies authorized by this section shall be in addition to any
other civil or criminal remedies provided by law for violation of this chapter.

§ 755. PREEMPTION; SAVINGS CLAUSE

(a) A municipality shall not adopt an ordinance, resolution, or bylaw
regulating transportation network companies that is inconsistent with the
requirements of this chapter.

(b) Subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to a municipal ordinance,
resolution, or bylaw regulating transportation network companies adopted by a
municipality with a population of more than 35,000 residents based on the
2010 census and in effect on July 1, 2017. This subsection shall be repealed
on July 1, 2022.

Sec. 2. AUTOMOBILE FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY; STUDY

The Commissioner of Financial Regulation shall review the minimum
automobile insurance requirements in each of the states located in the
northeastern region of the United States and shall report his or her findings and
recommendations with respect to Vermont’s minimum automobile insurance
requirements to the General Assembly on or before November 1, 2017.

Sec. 3. STUDY; STATEWIDE REGULATION OF VEHICLES FOR HIRE

(a) The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, in consultation with the Director
of the Office of Professional Regulation, shall conduct a study of whether and
to what extent vehicles for hire, vehicle for hire drivers, and vehicle for hire



1171 THURSDAY, APRIL 26, 2018

companies should be regulated by the State. Among other things, the
Commissioner shall consider:

(1) issues related to public safety, necessity, and convenience;

(2) regulatory models adopted in other states, as well as in Vermont
municipalities, applicable to transportation network companies and other
vehicle for hire companies;

(3) matters related to passenger safety, including driver background
checks, periodic vehicle safety inspections, and signage;

(4) matters related to insurance coverage, including minimum liability
coverage, disclosure requirements, and claims procedures;

(5) matters related to fares, including the provision of fare estimates to
riders, restrictions on “surge pricing,” and payment methods;

(6) matters such as the licensing or permitting of companies and drivers;
nondiscrimination street hails; the protection of driver and rider information;
taxes or fees; the employment status of drivers; increased access for people
with disabilities;

(7) the extent to which all vehicles for hire, vehicle for hire drivers, and
vehicle for hire companies should be treated similarly with respect to statewide
regulation; and

(8) any other matter deemed relevant by the Commissioner and the
Director.

(b) For purposes of this section, a “vehicle for hire” is a passenger vehicle
transporting passengers for compensation of any kind. Vehicles for hire
include taxicabs, transportation network company vehicles, limousines, jitneys,
car services, contract vehicles, shuttle vans, and other such vehicles
transporting passengers for compensation of any kind except:

(1) Those which an employer uses to transport employees.

(2) Those which are used primarily to transport elderly, special needs
and handicapped persons for whom special transportation programs are
designed and funded by State, federal, or local authority otherwise exempted
pursuant to 23 V.S.A. § 4(15).

(3) Buses, trolleys, trains, or similar mass transit vehicles.

(4) Courtesy vehicles for which the passenger pays no direct charge,
such as hotel or car dealer shuttle vans.

(c) On or before December 15, 2017, the Commissioner shall report his or
her findings and recommendations to the Senate Committees on
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Transportation, on Judiciary, and on Finance and the House Committees on
Transportation, on Judiciary, and on Commerce and Economic Development.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2017.

And that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read:

An act relating to transportation network companies.

Pending the question Will the House concur in the Senate proposal of
amendment? Reps. Kimbell of Woodstock, O'Sullivan of Burlington,
McCoy of Poultney, Stuart of Brattleboro, Marcotte of Coventry, Botzow
of Pownal, Myers of Essex, Hill of Wolcott and Sheldon of Middlebury,
moved to concur in the Senate proposal of amendment with a further
amendment thereto by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

Sec. 1. LEGISLATIVE INTENT

It is the intent of the General Assembly that this act is a step toward
uniform regulation of all vehicle for hire companies and vehicle for hire
drivers in Vermont.

Sec. 2. 23 V.S.A. chapter 10 is added to read:

CHAPTER 10. TRANSPORTATION NETWORK COMPANIES

§ 750. DEFINITIONS; INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

(a) Definitions. As used in this chapter:

(1) “Digital network” or “network” means any online-enabled
application, software, website, or system offered or used by a transportation
network company that enables the prearrangement of rides with transportation
network company drivers.

(2) “Personal vehicle” means a vehicle that is:

(A) used by a driver to provide a prearranged ride;

(B) owned, leased, or otherwise authorized for use by the driver; and

(C) not a taxicab, limousine, or other for-hire vehicle.

(3) “Prearranged ride” or “ride” means the transportation provided by a
driver to a transportation network company rider, beginning when a driver
accepts the rider’s request for a ride through a digital network controlled by a
company; continuing while the driver transports the rider; and ending when the
last rider departs from the vehicle. The term does not include:
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(A) shared-expense carpool or vanpool arrangements;

(B) use of a taxicab, limousine, or other for-hire vehicle;

(C) use of a public or private regional transportation company that
operates along a fixed route; or

(D) a ride furnished through a broker using a publicly funded
network to connect riders to drivers through the Elders and Persons with
Disabilities Program, Medicaid Non-Emergency Medical Transportation
Program, or other similar governmental transportation program.

(4) “Transportation network company” or “company” means a person
that uses a digital network to connect riders to drivers who provide
prearranged rides.

(5) “Transportation network company driver” or “driver” means an
individual who:

(A) receives connections to potential riders and related services from
a transportation network company in exchange for payment of a fee to the
company; and

(B) uses a personal vehicle to offer or provide a prearranged ride to
riders upon connection through a digital network controlled by a transportation
network company in exchange for compensation or payment of a fee.

(6) “Transportation network company rider” or “rider” means an
individual who uses a company’s digital network to connect with a driver who
provides rides in his or her personal vehicle between points chosen by the
rider.

(b) Company’s financial responsibility.

(1) Beginning on July 1, 2018, a driver, or company on the driver’s
behalf, shall maintain primary automobile insurance that recognizes that the
driver is a company driver or otherwise uses a vehicle to transport passengers
for compensation and covers the driver while the driver is logged on to the
company’s digital network or while the driver is engaged in a prearranged ride.

(2)(A) The following automobile insurance requirements shall apply
while a participating driver is logged on to the transportation network
company’s digital network and is available to receive transportation requests
but is not engaged in a prearranged ride:

(i) primary automobile liability insurance in the amount of at least
$50,000.00 for death and bodily injury per person, $100,000.00 for death and
bodily injury per incident, and $25,000.00 for property damage; and
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(ii) any other State-mandated coverage under section 941 of this
title.

(B) The coverage requirements of this subdivision (2) may be
satisfied by any of the following:

(i) automobile insurance maintained by the driver;

(ii) automobile insurance maintained by the company; or

(iii) any combination of subdivisions (i) and (ii) of this
subdivision (2)(B).

(3)(A) The following automobile insurance requirements shall apply
while a driver is engaged in a prearranged ride:

(i) primary automobile liability insurance that provides at least
$1,000,000.00 for death, bodily injury, and property damage; and

(ii) uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage that provides at
least $1,000,000.00 for death, bodily injury, and property damage.

(B) The coverage requirements of this subdivision (3) may be
satisfied by any of the following:

(i) automobile insurance maintained by the driver;

(ii) automobile insurance maintained by the company; or

(iii) any combination of subdivisions (i) and (ii) of this
subdivision (3)(B).

(4) If insurance maintained by a driver under subdivision (2) or (3) of
this subsection has lapsed or does not provide the required coverage, insurance
maintained by the company shall provide such coverage beginning with the
first dollar of a claim and shall have the duty to defend such claim.

(5) Coverage under an automobile insurance policy maintained by the
company shall not be dependent on a personal automobile insurer first denying
a claim nor shall a personal automobile insurance policy be required to first
deny a claim.

(6) Insurance required by this subsection may be placed with an insurer
licensed under chapter 101 (insurance companies generally) or 138 (surplus
lines insurance) of this title.

(7) Insurance satisfying the requirements of this subsection shall be
deemed to satisfy the financial responsibility requirement for a motor vehicle
under section 800 of this title.

(8) A driver shall carry proof of coverage satisfying this section at all
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times during use of a vehicle in connection with a company’s digital network.
In the event of an accident or traffic violation, a driver shall provide this
insurance coverage information to the directly interested parties, automobile
insurers, and law enforcement, upon request. Upon such request, a driver shall
also disclose whether he or she was logged on to the network or was on a
prearranged ride at the time of an accident or traffic violation.

(9) A person who fails to maintain primary automobile insurance as
required in subdivisions (2) and (3) of this subsection (b) shall be assessed a
civil penalty consistent with subsection 800(b) of this title, and such violation
shall be a traffic violation within the meaning of chapter 24 of this title. A
person who fails to carry proof of insurance as required under subdivision (8)
of this subsection (b) shall be subject to a civil penalty consistent with
subsection 800(d) of this title. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the
contrary, a person who operates a vehicle without financial responsibility as
required by this subsection (b) is subject to administrative action as set forth in
chapter 11 of this title.

(c) Disclosures. A transportation network company shall disclose in
writing to its drivers the following before they are allowed to accept a request
for a prearranged ride on the company’s digital network:

(1) the insurance coverage, including the types of coverage and the
limits for each coverage, that the company provides while the driver uses a
personal vehicle in connection with the company’s network; and

(2) that the driver’s own automobile insurance policy, depending on its
terms, might not provide any coverage while the driver is logged on to the
company’s network and available to receive transportation requests or engaged
in a prearranged ride.

(d)(1) Automobile insurers. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to
the contrary, insurers that write automobile insurance in Vermont may exclude
any and all coverage afforded under a policy issued to an owner or operator of
a personal vehicle for any loss or injury that occurs while a driver is logged on
to a transportation network company’s digital network or while a driver
provides a prearranged ride. This right to exclude all coverage may apply to
any coverage in an automobile insurance policy, including:

(A) liability coverage for bodily injury and property damage;

(B) personal injury protection coverage;

(C) uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage;

(D) medical payments coverage;

(E) comprehensive physical damage coverage; and
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(F) collision physical damage coverage.

(2) Nothing in this subsection implies or requires that a personal
automobile insurance policy provide coverage while the driver is logged on to
a company’s digital network, while the driver is engaged in a prearranged ride,
or while the driver otherwise uses a vehicle to transport passengers for
compensation.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require an insurer to use
any particular policy language or reference to this section in order to exclude
any and all coverage for any loss or injury that occurs while a driver is logged
on to a company’s digital network or while a driver provides a prearranged
ride.

(4) Nothing in this subsection is deemed to preclude an insurer from
providing primary or excess coverage for the driver’s vehicle, if it chooses to
do so by contract or endorsement.

(5) Insurers that exclude the coverage described under subsection (b) of
this section shall have no duty to defend or indemnify any claim expressly
excluded thereunder.

(6) Nothing in this section is deemed to invalidate or limit an exclusion
contained in a policy, including any policy in use or approved for use in
Vermont prior to the enactment of this section, that excludes coverage for
vehicles used to carry persons or property for a charge or available for hire by
the public.

(7) An insurer that defends or indemnifies a claim against a driver that
is excluded under the terms of its policy shall have a right of contribution
against other insurers that provide automobile insurance to the same driver in
satisfaction of the coverage requirements of subsection (b) of this section at the
time of loss.

(8) In a claims coverage investigation, transportation network
companies shall immediately provide, upon request by directly involved
parties or any insurer of the transportation network company driver, if
applicable, the precise times that a transportation network company driver
logged on and off the transportation network company’s digital network in the
12-hour period immediately preceding and in the 12-hour period immediately
following the accident. Insurers providing coverage under subsection (b) of
this section shall disclose, upon request by any other insurer involved in the
particular claim, the applicable charges, exclusions, and limits provided under
any automobile insurance maintained in order to satisfy the requirements of
subsection (b) of this section.

§ 751. DRIVER REQUIREMENTS; BACKGROUND CHECKS
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(a) A company shall not allow an individual to act as a driver on the
company’s network without requiring the individual to submit to the company
an application that includes:

(1) the individual’s name, address, and date of birth;

(2) a copy of the individual’s driver’s license;

(3) a copy of the registration for the personal vehicle that the individual
will use to provide prearranged rides; and

(4) proof of financial responsibility for the personal vehicle described in
subdivision (3) of this subsection of a type and in the amounts required by the
company.

(b)(1) A company shall not allow an individual to act as a driver on the
company’s network unless, with respect to the driver, the company:

(A) contracts with an accredited entity to conduct a local, State, and
national background check of the individual, including the multistate-
multijurisdiction criminal records locator or other similar national database,
the U.S. Department of Justice national sex offender public website, and the
Vermont sex offender public website;

(B) confirms that the individual is at least 18 years of age and, if the
individual is 18 years of age, he or she has at least one year of driving
experience or has been issued a commercial driver license; and

(C) confirms that the individual possesses proof of registration,
automobile liability insurance, and proof of inspection if required by the state
of vehicle registration for the vehicle to be used to provide prearranged rides.

(2) The background checks required by this subsection shall be
conducted annually by the company.

(3) With respect to a person who is a driver as of the effective date of
this act, the requirements of subdivision (1)(A) of this subsection (b) shall be
deemed satisfied if the background check is completed within 30 days of the
effective date of this act or if a background check that satisfies the
requirements of subdivision (1)(A) of this subsection (b) was conducted by the
company on or after July 1, 2017. This subdivision shall not be construed to
exempt drivers from undergoing an annual background check as required
under subdivision (2) of this subsection (b).

(c) A company shall not allow an individual to act as a driver on the
company’s network if the company knows or should know that the individual:

(1) has been convicted within the last seven years of:
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(A) a listed crime as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 5301(7);

(B) a felony level violation of 18 V.S.A. chapter 84 for selling,
dispensing, or trafficking a regulated drug;

(C) a violation of section 1201 (operating a vehicle while under the
influence of alcohol or drugs) of this title;

(D) a felony violation of 13 V.S.A. chapter 47 (frauds) or 57 (larceny
and embezzlement); or

(E) a comparable offense in another jurisdiction;

(2) has been convicted within the last three years of:

(A) more than three moving violations as defined in subdivision
4(44) of this title;

(B) grossly negligent operation of a motor vehicle in violation of
section 1091 of this title or operating with a suspended or revoked license in
violation of section 674 of this title; or

(C) a comparable offense in another jurisdiction;

(3) has been subject to a civil suspension within the last seven years
under section 1205 (operating a vehicle while under the influence of alcohol or
drugs) of this title; or

(4) is listed on the U.S. Department of Justice national sex offender
public website or the Vermont sex offender public website or has been
convicted of homicide, manslaughter, kidnapping, or an offense involving
sexual exploitation of children in violation of 13 V.S.A. chapter 64.

(d) A company shall establish and enforce a zero tolerance policy for drug
and alcohol use by drivers during any period when a driver is engaged in, or is
logged into the company’s network but is not engaged in, a prearranged ride.
The policy shall include provisions for investigations of alleged policy
violations and the suspension of drivers under investigation.

(e) A company shall require that a personal vehicle used to provide
prearranged rides complies with all applicable laws and regulations concerning
vehicle equipment.

§ 752. RECORDS; INSPECTION

(a) The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles or designee, not more frequently
than once per year, shall visually inspect a random sample of up to 25 drivers’
records per company demonstrating compliance with the requirements of this
chapter. The records inspected pursuant to this section shall pertain to drivers
operating in Vermont. A company shall have an ongoing duty to make such
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records available for inspection under this section during reasonable business
hours and in a manner approved by the Commissioner.

(b) The Commissioner or designee may visually inspect additional random
samples of drivers’ records if there is a reasonable basis to suspect that a
company is not in compliance with this chapter. The records inspected
pursuant to this section shall pertain to drivers operating in Vermont.

(c) If the Commissioner receives notice of a complaint against a company
or a driver, the company shall cooperate in investigating the complaint,
including producing any necessary records.

(d) Any records, data, or information disclosed to the Commissioner by a
company, including the names, addresses, and any other personally identifiable
information regarding drivers, are exempt from inspection and copying under
the Public Records Act and shall not be released.

§ 753. ENFORCEMENT; ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES

(a) The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles may impose an administrative
penalty pursuant to this section if a company violates a provision of this
chapter.

(b) A violation may be subject to an administrative penalty of not more
than $500.00. Each violation is a separate and distinct offense and, in the case
of a continuing violation, each day’s continuance may be deemed a separate
and distinct offense.

(c) The company shall be given notice and opportunity for a hearing for
alleged violations under this section. Service of the notice shall be sufficient if
sent by first class mail to the applicable address on file with the Secretary of
State. The notice shall include the following:

(1) a factual description of the alleged violation;

(2) a reference to the particular statute allegedly violated;

(3) the amount of the proposed administrative penalty; and

(4) a warning that the company will be deemed to have waived its right
to a hearing and that the penalty will be imposed if no hearing is requested
within 15 days from the date of the notice.

(d) A company that receives notice under subsection (c) of this section
shall be deemed to have waived the right to a hearing unless, within 15 days
from the date of the notice, the company requests a hearing in writing. If the
company waives the right to a hearing, the Commissioner shall issue a final
order finding the company in default and imposing the penalty.
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(e) The provisions of sections 105, 106, and 107 of this title shall apply to
hearings conducted under this section.

(f) The Commissioner may collect an unpaid administrative penalty by
filing a civil action in Superior Court or through any other means available to
State agencies.

(g) The remedies authorized by this section shall be in addition to any
other civil or criminal remedies provided by law for violation of this chapter.

§ 754. PREEMPTION; SAVINGS CLAUSE

(a) Municipal ordinances, resolutions, or bylaws regulating transportation
network companies are preempted to the extent they are inconsistent with the
provisions of this chapter.

(b) Subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to a municipal ordinance,
resolution, or bylaw regulating transportation network companies adopted by a
municipality with a population of more than 35,000 residents based on the
2010 census and in effect on July 1, 2017. This subsection shall be repealed
on July 1, 2020.

Sec. 3. STUDY; STATEWIDE REGULATION OF VEHICLES FOR HIRE

(a) The Commissioner of Financial Regulation, in consultation with the
Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, the Director of the Office of Professional
Regulation, and representatives from other State agencies and departments, as
the Commissioner deems necessary, and with input from the Vermont League
of Cities and Towns and industry and consumer stakeholders, including
representatives of transportation network companies (TNCs) and non-TNC
companies and career drivers, shall conduct a study of whether and to what
extent vehicles for hire, vehicle for hire drivers, and vehicle for hire companies
should be regulated by the State, and how State regulations would affect
relevant municipal regulations. Among other things, the Commissioner shall
consider:

(1) issues related to public safety, necessity, and convenience;

(2) regulatory models adopted in other state and local jurisdictions,
including in both urban and rural municipalities in Vermont, applicable to
transportation network companies and other vehicle for hire companies;

(3) matters related to passenger safety, including driver background
checks, periodic vehicle safety inspections, and signage;

(4) matters related to insurance coverage, including minimum liability
coverage, disclosure requirements, and claims procedures, generally, and with
consideration of other, similarly situated jurisdictions, other commercial
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automobile policy requirements, enhanced personal liability coverage for
drivers, and the costs and benefits of requiring Med Pay coverage;

(5) matters related to fares, including the provision of fare estimates to
riders, restrictions on “surge pricing,” and payment methods;

(6) matters such as the licensing or permitting of companies and drivers;
nondiscrimination street hails; the protection of driver and rider information;
taxes or fees and, if applicable, recommended amounts; the employment status
of drivers; and increased access for people with disabilities;

(7) the extent to which all vehicles for hire, vehicle for hire drivers, and
vehicle for hire companies should be treated similarly with respect to statewide
regulation; and

(8) any other matter deemed relevant by the Commissioner and the
Director.

(b) For purposes of this section, a “vehicle for hire” is a passenger vehicle
transporting passengers for compensation of any kind. Vehicles for hire
include taxicabs, transportation network company vehicles, limousines, jitneys,
car services, contract vehicles, shuttle vans, and other such vehicles
transporting passengers for compensation of any kind except:

(1) those which an employer uses to transport employees;

(2) those which are used primarily to transport elderly, special needs and
handicapped persons for whom special transportation programs are designed
and funded by State, federal, or local authority otherwise exempted pursuant to
23 V.S.A. § 4(15);

(3) buses, trolleys, trains, or similar mass transit vehicles;

(4) courtesy vehicles for which the passenger pays no direct charge,
such as hotel or car dealer shuttle vans.

(c) On or before December 15, 2018, the Commissioner shall submit a
progress report outlining his or her findings and recommendations to the
Chairs of the Senate Committees on Transportation, on Judiciary, and on
Finance and the House Committees on Transportation, on Judiciary, and on
Commerce and Economic Development.

(d) On or before January 15, 2019, the Commissioner shall submit a final
report of his or her findings and recommendations to the Senate Committees
on Transportation, on Judiciary, and on Finance and the House Committees on
Transportation, on Judiciary, and on Commerce and Economic Development.

Sec. 4. TNC INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS; STUDY
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(a) The Commissioner of Financial Regulation shall conduct a study
regarding the statutory minimum levels of financial responsibility applicable to
transportation network companies (TNC) in Vermont, in particular, the
minimums required under 23 V.S.A. § 750(b)(2)(A)(i) (the so-called “gap
period”). The purpose of the study is to ensure these requirements correlate
with potential liability exposure so that persons are made whole in the event of
an automobile accident involving a transportation network company driver.

(b) Consistent with the purpose of this section, and in a form and manner
prescribed by the Commissioner, each TNC company doing business in
Vermont shall submit claims data elements necessary to inform the
Commissioner’s determination with respect to the appropriateness of the
statutory minimum levels of financial responsibility. Any data disclosed to the
Commissioner by a company pursuant to this section are exempt from
inspection and copying under the Public Records Act and shall not be released.

(c) On or before January 15, 2019, the Commissioner shall report his or her
aggregated findings and recommendations to the House Committees on
Commerce and Economic Development and on Judiciary and the Senate
Committees on Judiciary and on Finance.

Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2018.

And that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read:

An act relating to transportation network companies.

Which was agreed to.

Action on Bill Postponed

H. 608

House bill, entitled

An act relating to creating an Older Vermonters Act working group

Was taken up and pending consideration of the Senate proposal of
amendment, on motion of Rep. Wood of Waterbury, action on the bill was
postponed until April 27, 2018.

Senate Proposal of Amendment Concurred in

H. 921

The Senate proposed to the House to amend House bill, entitled

An act relating to nursing home oversight

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill as follows:
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First: In Sec. 1, nursing home oversight working group; report, in
subsection (c), at the end of subdivision (4), by striking out the word “and”
following the semicolon

Second: In Sec. 1, nursing home oversight working group; report, in
subsection (c), at the end of subdivision (5)(C), by striking out the period and
inserting in lieu thereof the following: ; and

Third: In Sec. 1, nursing home oversight working group; report, in
subsection (c), by adding a subdivision (6) to read as follows:

(6) review the Division of Rate Setting’s rules regarding Medicaid
reimbursements to nursing homes, including whether current reimbursement
amounts support ongoing financial stability and whether a 90 percent
occupancy level requirement continues to be necessary and appropriate.

Fourth: By striking out Secs. 3, transfer of ownership; expedited certificate
of need process, and 4, effective dates, in their entirety and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

Sec. 3. TRANSFER OF NURSING HOME OWNERSHIP; INTERIM
REVIEW PROCESS

(a) The Secretary of Human Services shall develop a process by which the
Agency of Human Services shall accept and review applications for transfers
of ownership of nursing homes in lieu of the certificate of need process,
including:

(1) examining the potential buyer’s financial and administrative
capacity to purchase and operate the nursing home in a manner that will
provide high-quality services and a safe and stable environment for nursing
home residents;

(2) allowing the Agency of Human Services 30 calendar days from the
date the application is complete to review the application and to request and
obtain any additional information the Agency deems necessary in order to
approve or deny the application for transfer of nursing home ownership;
provided that the time during which the applicant is responding to the
Agency’s request for additional information shall not be included within the
Agency’s 30-day review period; and

(3) requiring the Agency of Human Services to issue a written decision
approving or denying the application for transfer of nursing home ownership
within 45 calendar days following the 30-day review period.

(b) Applicants who filed a letter of intent or application for a certificate of
need with the Green Mountain Care Board for transfer of nursing home
ownership on or before July 1, 2018 may elect to have the proposed transfer
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reviewed under the process established in subsection (a) of this section in lieu
of continuing with the certificate of need process. Any such applicant shall
file an application with the Agency of Human Services in accordance with the
process established by the Secretary.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) Sec. 1 (Nursing Home Oversight Working Group) and this section shall
take effect on passage.

(b) Sec. 2 (18 V.S.A. § 9434) shall take effect on July 1, 2018 and shall
apply to all transfers of ownership initiated on or after that date.

(c) Sec. 3 (transfer of nursing home ownership; interim review process)
shall take effect on July 1, 2018.

Which proposal of amendment was considered and concurred in.

Senate Proposal of Amendment Not Concurred in;
Committee of Conference Requested and Appointed

S. 29

The Senate proposed to the House to amend House bill, entitled

An act relating to decedents’ estates

The Senate concurs in the House proposal of amendment with the following
proposals of amendment thereto:

First: In Sec. 5, 14 V.S.A. chapter 61, by striking out § 931 in its entirety
and inserting in lieu thereof a new § 931 to read as follows:

§ 931. LIMITATION ON CLAIMS OF CREDITORS

When a petition to open a decedent’s estate is not filed in probate division
of the superior court within 30 days of death, all All claims against the
decedent’s estate which arose before the death of the decedent, including
claims of the state State and any subdivision thereof, absolute or contingent,
liquidated or unliquidated, founded on contract, tort, or other legal basis, if not
barred earlier by other statute of limitations, are barred against the estate, the
legal representative of the estate, and the heirs and devisees of the decedent,
unless presented within three years after the decedent’s death. Nothing in this
section affects or prevents any proceeding to enforce any mortgage, pledge, or
other lien upon the property of the estate.

Second: By striking out Sec. 6a in its entirety.

Third: In Sec. 9, 14 V.S.A. chapter 75, in § 1651, by striking out
subdivision (12) in its entirety.
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Pending the question, Will the House concur in the Senate proposal of
amendment? Rep. Willhoit of St. Johnsbury moved that the House refuse to
concur and ask for a Committee of Conference, which was agreed to, and the
Speaker appointed as members of the Committee of Conference on the part of
the House:

Rep. Dickinson of St. Albans Town
Rep. Grad of Moretown
Rep. Willhoit of St. Johnsbury

Second Reading; Consideration Interrupted

S. 267

Rep. Lalonde of South Burlington, for the committee on Judiciary, to
which had been referred Senate bill, entitled

An act relating to timing of a decree nisi in a divorce proceeding

Reported in favor of its passage in concurrence with proposal of
amendment as follows:

Sec. 1. 13 V.S.A. chapter 85 is amended to read:

CHAPTER 85. WEAPONS

Subchapter 1. Generally

* * *

Subchapter 2. Extreme Risk Protection Orders

§ 4051. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Court” means the Family Division of the Superior Court.

(2) “Dangerous weapon” means an explosive or a firearm.

(3) “Explosive” means dynamite, or any explosive compound of which
nitroglycerin forms a part, or fulminate in bulk or dry condition, or blasting
caps, or detonating fuses, or blasting powder or any other similar explosive.
The term does not include a firearm or ammunition therefor or any
components of ammunition for a firearm, including primers, smokeless
powder, or black gunpowder.

(4) “Federally licensed firearms dealer” means a licensed importer,
licensed manufacturer, or licensed dealer required to conduct national instant
criminal background checks under 18 U.S.C. § 922(t).

(5) “Firearm” shall have the same meaning as in subsection 4017(d)
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of this title.

(6) “Law enforcement agency” means the Vermont State Police, a
municipal police department, or a sheriff’s department.

§ 4052. JURISDICTION AND VENUE

(a) The Family Division of the Superior Court shall have jurisdiction over
proceedings under this subchapter.

(b) Emergency orders under section 4054 of this title may be issued by a
judge of the Criminal, Civil, or Family Division of the Superior Court.

(c) Proceedings under this chapter shall be commenced in the county where
the law enforcement agency is located, the county where the respondent
resides, or the county where the events giving rise to the petition occur.

§ 4053. PETITION FOR EXTREME RISK PROTECTION ORDER

(a) A State’s Attorney or the Office of the Attorney General may file a
petition requesting that the court issue an extreme risk protection order
prohibiting a person from purchasing, possessing, or receiving a dangerous
weapon or having a dangerous weapon within the person’s custody or control.
The petitioner shall submit an affidavit in support of the petition.

(b) Except as provided in section 4054 of this title, the court shall grant
relief only after notice to the respondent and a hearing. The petitioner shall
have the burden of proof by a preponderance of the evidence.

(c)(1) A petition filed pursuant to this section shall allege that the
respondent poses an extreme risk of causing harm to himself or herself or
another person by purchasing, possessing, or receiving a dangerous weapon or
by having a dangerous weapon within the respondent’s custody or control.

(2)(A) An extreme risk of harm to others may be shown by
establishing that:

(i) the respondent has inflicted or attempted to inflict bodily harm
on another; or

(ii) by his or her threats or actions the respondent has placed
others in reasonable fear of physical harm to themselves; or

(iii) by his or her actions or inactions the respondent has presented
a danger to persons in his or her care.

(B) An extreme risk of harm to himself or herself may be shown by
establishing that the respondent has threatened or attempted suicide or serious
bodily harm.

(3) The affidavit in support of the petition shall state:
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(A) the specific facts supporting the allegations in the petition;

(B) any dangerous weapons the petitioner believes to be in the
respondent’s possession, custody, or control; and

(C) whether the petitioner knows of an existing order with respect to
the respondent under 15 V.S.A. chapter 21 (abuse prevention orders) or
12 V.S.A. chapter 178 (orders against stalking or sexual assault).

(d) The court shall hold a hearing within 14 days after a petition is filed
under this section. Notice of the hearing shall be served pursuant to section
4056 of this title concurrently with the petition and any ex parte order issued
under section 4054 of this title.

(e)(1) The court shall grant the petition and issue an extreme risk
protection order if it finds by a preponderance of the evidence that the
respondent poses an extreme risk of causing harm to himself or herself or
another person by purchasing, possessing, or receiving a dangerous weapon or
by having a dangerous weapon within the respondent’s custody or control.

(2) An order issued under this subsection shall prohibit a person from
purchasing, possessing, or receiving a dangerous weapon or having a
dangerous weapon within the person’s custody or control for a period of up to
one year. The order shall be signed by the judge and include the following
provisions:

(A) A statement of the grounds for issuance of the order.

(B) The name and address of the court where any filings should be
made, the names of the parties, the date of the petition, the date and time of the
order, and the date and time the order expires.

(C) A description of how to appeal the order.

(D) A description of the requirements for relinquishment of
dangerous weapons under section 4059 of this title.

(E) A description of how to request termination of the order under
section 4055 of this title. The court shall include with the order a form for a
motion to terminate the order.

(F) A statement directing the law enforcement agency, approved
federally licensed firearms dealer, or other person in possession of the firearm
to release it to the owner upon expiration of the order.

(G) A statement in substantially the following form:

“To the subject of this protection order: This order shall be in effect until
the date and time stated above. If you have not done so already, you are
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required to surrender all dangerous weapons in your custody, control, or
possession to [insert name of law enforcement agency], a federally licensed
firearms dealer, or a person approved by the court. While this order is in
effect, you are not allowed to purchase, possess, or receive a dangerous
weapon; attempt to purchase, possess, or receive a dangerous weapon; or have
a dangerous weapon in your custody or control. You have the right to request
one hearing to terminate this order during the period that this order is in effect,
starting from the date of this order. You may seek the advice of an attorney
regarding any matter connected with this order.”

(f) If the court denies a petition filed under this section, the court shall state
the particular reasons for the denial in its decision.

(g) No filing fee shall be required for a petition filed under this section.

(h) Form petitions and form orders shall be provided by the Court
Administrator and shall be maintained by the clerks of the courts.

(i) When findings are required under this section, the court shall make
either written findings of fact or oral findings of fact on the record.

(j) Every final order issued under this section shall bear the following
language: “VIOLATION OF THIS ORDER IS A CRIME SUBJECT TO A
TERM OF IMPRISONMENT OR A FINE, OR BOTH, AS PROVIDED BY
13 V.S.A. § 4058, AND MAY ALSO BE PROSECUTED AS CRIMINAL
CONTEMPT PUNISHABLE BY FINE OR IMPRISONMENT, OR BOTH.”

(k) Affidavit forms required pursuant to this section shall bear the
following language: “MAKING A FALSE STATEMENT IN THIS
AFFIDAVIT IS A CRIME SUBJECT TO A TERM OF IMPRISONMENT
OR A FINE, OR BOTH, AS PROVIDED BY 13 V.S.A. § 4058.”

§ 4054. EMERGENCY RELIEF; TEMPORARY EX PARTE ORDER

(a)(1) A State’s Attorney or the Office of the Attorney General may file a
motion requesting that the court issue an extreme risk protection order ex
parte, without notice to the respondent. A law enforcement officer may notify
the court that an ex parte extreme risk protection order is being requested
pursuant to this section, but the court shall not issue the order until after the
motion is submitted.

(2) The petitioner shall submit an affidavit in support of the motion
alleging that the respondent poses an imminent and extreme risk of causing
harm to himself or herself or another person by purchasing, possessing, or
receiving a dangerous weapon or by having a dangerous weapon within the
respondent’s custody or control. The affidavit shall state:

(A) the specific facts supporting the allegations in the motion,
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including the imminent danger posed by the respondent; and

(B) any dangerous weapons the petitioner believes to be in the
respondent’s possession, custody, or control.

(b)(1) The court shall grant the motion and issue a temporary ex parte
extreme risk protection order if it finds by a preponderance of the evidence
that at the time the order is requested the respondent poses an imminent and
extreme risk of causing harm to himself or herself or another person by
purchasing, possessing, or receiving a dangerous weapon or by having a
dangerous weapon within the respondent’s custody or control. The petitioner
shall cause a copy of the order to be served on the respondent pursuant to
section 4056 of this title, and the court shall deliver a copy to the holding
station.

(2)(A) An extreme risk of harm to others may be shown by
establishing that:

(i) the respondent has inflicted or attempted to inflict bodily harm
on another; or

(ii) by his or her threats or actions the respondent has placed
others in reasonable fear of physical harm to themselves; or

(iii) by his or her actions or inactions the respondent has presented
a danger to persons in his or her care.

(B) An extreme risk of harm to himself or herself may be shown by
establishing that the respondent has threatened or attempted suicide or serious
bodily harm.

(c)(1) Unless the petition is voluntarily dismissed pursuant to subdivision
(2) of this subsection, the court shall hold a hearing within 14 days after the
issuance of a temporary ex parte extreme risk protection order to determine if
a final extreme risk protection order should be issued. If not voluntarily
dismissed, the temporary ex parte extreme risk protection order shall expire
when the court grants or denies a motion for an extreme risk protection order
under section 4053 of this title.

(2) The prosecutor may voluntarily dismiss a motion filed under this
section at any time prior to the hearing if the prosecutor determines that the
respondent no longer poses an extreme risk of causing harm to himself or
herself or another person by purchasing, possessing, or receiving a dangerous
weapon or by having a dangerous weapon within the respondent’s custody or
control. If the prosecutor voluntarily dismisses the motion pursuant to this
subdivision, the court shall vacate the temporary ex parte extreme risk
protection order and direct the person in possession of the dangerous weapon
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to return it to the respondent consistent with section 4059 of this title.

(d)(1) An order issued under this section shall prohibit a person from
purchasing, possessing, or receiving a dangerous weapon or having a
dangerous weapon within the person’s custody or control for a period of up to
14 days. The order shall be in writing and signed by the judge and shall
include the following provisions:

(A) A statement of the grounds for issuance of the order.

(B) The name and address of the court where any filings should be
made, the names of the parties, the date of the petition, the date and time of the
order, and the date and time the order expires.

(C) The date and time of the hearing when the respondent may
appear to contest the order before the court. This opportunity to contest shall
be scheduled as soon as reasonably possible, which in no event shall be more
than 14 days after the date of issuance of the order.

(D) A description of the requirements for relinquishment of
dangerous weapons under section 4059 of this title.

(E) A statement in substantially the following form:

“To the subject of this protection order: This order shall be in effect
until the date and time stated above. If you have not done so already, you are
required to surrender all dangerous weapons in your custody, control, or
possession to [insert name of law enforcement agency], a federally licensed
firearms dealer, or a person approved by the court. While this order is in
effect, you are not allowed to purchase, possess, or receive a dangerous
weapon; attempt to purchase, possess, or receive a dangerous weapon; or have
a dangerous weapon in your custody or control. A hearing will be held on the
date and time noted above to determine if a final extreme risk prevention order
should be issued. Failure to appear at that hearing may result in a court
making an order against you that is valid for up to 60 days. You may seek the
advice of an attorney regarding any matter connected with this order.”

(2)(A) The court may issue an ex parte extreme risk protection order by
telephone or by reliable electronic means pursuant to this subdivision if
requested by the petitioner.

(B) Upon receipt of a request for electronic issuance of an ex parte
extreme risk protection order, the judicial officer shall inform the petitioner
that a signed or unsigned motion and affidavit may be submitted electronically.
The affidavit shall be sworn to or affirmed by administration of the oath over
the telephone to the petitioner by the judicial officer. The administration of the
oath need not be made part of the affidavit or recorded, but the judicial officer
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shall note on the affidavit that the oath was administered.

(C) The judicial officer shall decide whether to grant or deny the
motion and issue the order solely on the basis of the contents of the motion and
the affidavit or affidavits provided. If the motion is granted, the judicial
officer shall immediately sign the original order, enter on its face the exact
date and time it is issued, and transmit a copy to the petitioner by reliable
electronic means. The petitioner shall cause a copy of the order to be served
on the respondent pursuant to section 4056 of this title.

(D) On or before the next business day after the order is issued:

(i) the petitioner shall file the original motion and affidavit with
the court; and

(ii) the judicial officer shall file the signed order, the motion, and
the affidavit with the clerk. The clerk shall enter the documents on the docket
immediately after filing.

(e) Form motions and form orders shall be provided by the Court
Administrator and shall be maintained by the clerks of the courts.

(f) Every order issued under this section shall bear the following language:
“VIOLATION OF THIS ORDER IS A CRIME SUBJECT TO A TERM OF
IMPRISONMENT OR A FINE, OR BOTH, AS PROVIDED BY 13 V.S.A.
§ 4058, AND MAY ALSO BE PROSECUTED AS CRIMINAL CONTEMPT
PUNISHABLE BY FINE OR IMPRISONMENT, OR BOTH.”

(g) Affidavit forms required pursuant to this section shall bear the
following language: “MAKING A FALSE STATEMENT IN THIS
AFFIDAVIT IS A CRIME SUBJECT TO A TERM OF IMPRISONMENT
OR A FINE, OR BOTH, AS PROVIDED BY 13 V.S.A. § 4058.”

(h) If the court denies a petition filed under this section, the court shall
state the particular reasons for the denial in its decision.

§ 4055. TERMINATION AND RENEWAL MOTIONS

(a)(1) The respondent may file a motion to terminate an extreme risk
protection order issued under section 4053 of this title or an order renewed
under subsection (b) of this section. A motion to terminate shall not be filed
more than once during the effective period of the order. The State shall have
the burden of proof by a preponderance of the evidence.

(2) The court shall grant the motion and terminate the extreme risk
protection order unless it finds by a preponderance of the evidence that the
respondent continues to pose an extreme risk of causing harm to himself or
herself or another person by purchasing, possessing, or receiving a dangerous
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weapon or by having a dangerous weapon within the respondent’s custody or
control.

(b)(1) A State’s Attorney or the Office of the Attorney General may file a
motion requesting that the court renew an extreme risk protection order issued
under this section or section 4053 of this title for an additional period of up to
one year. The motion shall be accompanied by an affidavit and shall be filed
not more than 30 days and not less than 14 days before the expiration date of
the order. The motion and affidavit shall comply with the requirements of
subsection 4053(c) of this title, and the moving party shall have the burden of
proof by a preponderance of the evidence.

(2) The court shall grant the motion and renew the extreme risk
protection order for an additional period of up to one year if it finds by a
preponderance of the evidence that the respondent continues to pose an
extreme risk of causing harm to himself or herself or another person by
purchasing, possessing, or receiving a dangerous weapon or by having a
dangerous weapon within the respondent’s custody or control. The order shall
comply with the requirements of subdivision 4053(f)(2) and subsections
4053(j) and (k) of this title.

(c) The court shall hold a hearing within 14 days after a motion to
terminate or a motion to renew is filed under this section. Notice of the
hearing shall be served pursuant to section 4056 of this title concurrently with
the motion.

(d) If the court denies a motion filed under this section, the court shall state
the particular reasons for the denial in its decision.

(e) Form termination and form renewal motions shall be provided by the
Court Administrator and shall be maintained by the clerks of the courts.

(f) When findings are required under this section, the court shall make
either written findings of fact or oral findings of fact on the record.

§ 4056. SERVICE

(a) A petition, ex parte temporary order, or final order issued under this
subchapter shall be served in accordance with the Vermont Rules of Civil
Procedure and may be served by any law enforcement officer. A court that
issues an order under this chapter during court hours shall promptly transmit
the order electronically or by other means to a law enforcement agency for
service, and shall deliver a copy to the holding station.

(b) A respondent who attends a hearing held under section 4053, 4054, or
4055 of this title at which a temporary or final order under this subchapter is
issued and who receives notice from the court on the record that the order has
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been issued shall be deemed to have been served. A respondent notified by the
court on the record shall be required to adhere immediately to the provisions
of the order. However, even when the court has previously notified the
respondent of the order, the court shall transmit the order for additional service
by a law enforcement agency.

(c) Extreme risk protection orders shall be served by the law enforcement
agency at the earliest possible time and shall take precedence over other
summonses and orders. Orders shall be served in a manner calculated to
ensure the safety of the parties. Methods of service that include advance
notification to the respondent shall not be used. The person making service
shall file a return of service with the court stating the date, time, and place at
which the order was delivered personally to the respondent.

(d) If service of a notice of hearing issued under section 4053 or 4055 of
this title cannot be made before the scheduled hearing, the court shall continue
the hearing and extend the terms of the order upon request of the petitioner for
such additional time as it deems necessary to achieve service on the
respondent.

§  4057. PROCEDURE

(a) Except as otherwise specified, proceedings commenced under this
subchapter shall be in accordance with the Vermont Rules for Family
Proceedings and shall be in addition to any other available civil or criminal
remedies.

(b) The Court Administrator shall establish procedures to ensure access to
relief after regular court hours or on weekends and holidays. The Court
Administrator is authorized to contract with public or private agencies to assist
petitioners to seek relief and to gain access to Superior Courts. Law
enforcement agencies shall assist in carrying out the intent of this section.

(c) The Court Administrator shall ensure that the Superior Court has
procedures in place so that the contents of orders and pendency of other
proceedings can be known to all courts for cases in which an extreme risk
protection order proceeding is related to a criminal proceeding.

§ 4058. ENFORCEMENT; CRIMINAL PENALTIES

(a) Law enforcement officers are authorized to enforce orders issued under
this chapter. Enforcement may include collecting and disposing of dangerous
weapons pursuant to section 4059 of this title and making an arrest in
accordance with the provisions of Rule 3 of the Vermont Rules of Criminal
Procedure.

(b)(1) A person who intentionally commits an act prohibited by a court or
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fails to perform an act ordered by a court, in violation of an extreme risk
protection order issued pursuant to section 4053, 4054, or 4055 of this title,
after the person has been served with notice of the contents of the order as
provided for in this subchapter, shall be imprisoned not more than one year or
fined not more than $1,000.00, or both.

(2) A person who files a petition for an extreme risk protection order
under this subchapter knowing that information in the petition is false or with
the intent to harass the respondent shall be imprisoned not more than one year
or fined not more than $1,000.00, or both.

(c) In addition to the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) of this section,
violation of an order issued under this subchapter may be prosecuted as
criminal contempt under Rule 42 of Vermont Rules of Criminal Procedure.
The prosecution for criminal contempt may be initiated by the State’s Attorney
in the county in which the violation occurred. The maximum penalty that may
be imposed under this subsection shall be a fine of $1,000.00 or imprisonment
for six months, or both. A sentence of imprisonment upon conviction for
criminal contempt may be stayed, in the discretion of the court, pending the
expiration of the time allowed for filing notice of appeal or pending appeal if
any appeal is taken.

§ 4059. RELINQUISHMENT, STORAGE, AND RETURN OF

DANGEROUS WEAPONS

(a) A person who is required to relinquish a dangerous weapon other than a
firearm in the person’s possession, custody, or control by an extreme risk
protection order issued under section 4053, 4054, or 4055 of this title shall
upon service of the order immediately relinquish the dangerous weapon to a
cooperating law enforcement agency. The law enforcement agency shall
transfer the weapon to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives for proper disposition.

(b)(1) A person who is required to relinquish a firearm in the person’s
possession, custody, or control by an extreme risk protection order issued
under section 4053, 4054, or 4055 of this title shall, unless the court orders an
alternative relinquishment pursuant to subdivision (2) of this subsection, upon
service of the order immediately relinquish the firearm to a cooperating law
enforcement agency or an approved federally licensed firearms dealer.

(2)(A) The court may order that the person relinquish a firearm to a
person other than a cooperating law enforcement agency or an approved
federally licensed firearms dealer unless the court finds that relinquishment to
the other person will not adequately protect the safety of any person.

(B) A person to whom a firearm is relinquished pursuant to



1195 THURSDAY, APRIL 26, 2018

subdivision (A) of this subdivision (2) shall execute an affidavit on a form
approved by the Court Administrator stating that the person:

(i) acknowledges receipt of the firearm;

(ii) assumes responsibility for storage of the firearm until further
order of the court and specifies the manner in which he or she will provide
secure storage;

(iii) is not prohibited from owning or possessing firearms under
State or federal law; and

(iv) understands the obligations and requirements of the court
order, including the potential for the person to be subject to civil contempt
proceedings pursuant to subdivision (C) of this subdivision (2) if the person
permits the firearm to be possessed, accessed, or used by the person who
relinquished the item or by any other person not authorized by law to do so.

(C) A person to whom a firearm is relinquished pursuant to
subdivision (A) of this subdivision (2) shall be subject to civil contempt
proceedings under 12 V.S.A. chapter 5 if the person permits the firearm to be
possessed, accessed, or used by the person who relinquished the item or by any
other person not authorized by law to do so. In the event that the person
required to relinquish the firearm or any other person not authorized by law to
possess the relinquished item obtains access to, possession of, or use of a
relinquished item, all relinquished items shall be immediately transferred to
the possession of a law enforcement agency or approved federally licensed
firearms dealer pursuant to subdivision (b)(1) of this section.

(b) A law enforcement agency or an approved federally licensed firearms
dealer that takes possession of a firearm pursuant to subdivision (b)(1) of this
section shall photograph, catalogue, and store the item in accordance with
standards and guidelines established by the Department of Public Safety
pursuant to 20 V.S.A. § 2307(i)(3).

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the lawful sale of
firearms or other items.

(d) An extreme risk protection order issued pursuant to section 4053 of this
title or renewed pursuant to section 4055 of this title shall direct the law
enforcement agency, approved federally licensed firearms dealer, or other
person in possession of a firearm under subsection (b) of this section to release
it to the owner upon expiration of the order.

(e)(1) A law enforcement agency, an approved federally licensed firearms
dealer, or any other person who takes possession of a firearm for storage
purposes pursuant to this section shall not release it to the owner without a
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court order unless the firearm is to be sold pursuant to subdivision (2)(A) of
this subsection. If a court orders the release of a firearm stored under this
section, the law enforcement agency or firearms dealer in possession of the
firearm shall make it available to the owner within three business days after
receipt of the order and in a manner consistent with federal law.

(2)(A)(i) If the owner fails to retrieve the firearm within 90 days after
the court order releasing it, the firearm may be sold for fair market value.
Title to the firearm shall pass to the law enforcement agency or firearms dealer
for the purpose of transferring ownership.

(ii) The law enforcement agency or firearms dealer shall make a
reasonable effort to notify the owner of the sale before it occurs. In no event
shall the sale occur until after the court issues a final extreme risk protection
order pursuant to section 4053 of this title.

(iii) As used in this subdivision (2)(A), “reasonable effort” shall
mean notice shall be served as provided for by Rule 4 of the Vermont Rules of
Civil Procedure.

(B) Proceeds from the sale of a firearm pursuant to subdivision (A)
of this subdivision (2) shall be apportioned as follows:

(i) associated costs, including the costs of sale and of locating and
serving the owner, shall be paid to the law enforcement agency or firearms
dealer that incurred the cost; and

(ii) any proceeds remaining after payment is made to the law
enforcement agency or firearms dealer pursuant to subdivision (i) of this
subdivision (2)(B) shall be paid to the original owner.

(f) A law enforcement agency shall be immune from civil or criminal
liability for any damage or deterioration of a firearm stored or transported
pursuant to this section. This subsection shall not apply if the damage or
deterioration occurred as a result of recklessness, gross negligence, or
intentional misconduct by the law enforcement agency.

(g) This section shall be implemented consistent with the standards and
guidelines established by the Department of Public Safety under 20 V.S.A.
§ 2307(i).

(h) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter:

(1) A dangerous weapon shall not be returned to the respondent if the
respondent’s possession of the weapon would be prohibited by state or federal
law.

(2) A dangerous weapon shall not be taken into possession pursuant to
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this section if it is being or may be used as evidence in a pending criminal
matter.

§ 4060. APPEALS

An extreme risk protection order issued by the court under section 4053 or
4055 of this title shall be treated as a final order for the purposes of appeal.
Appeal may be taken by either party to the Supreme Court under the Vermont
Rules of Appellate Procedure, and the appeal shall be determined forthwith.

§ 4061. EFFECT ON OTHER LAWS

This chapter shall not be construed to prevent a court from prohibiting a
person from possessing firearms under any other provision of law.

Sec. 2. FINDINGS

The General Assembly finds:

(1) The State of Vermont has a compelling interest in preventing
domestic abuse.

(2) Domestic violence is often volatile, escalates rapidly, and is possibly
fatal. The victim has a substantial interest in obtaining immediate relief
because any delay may result in further injury or death. The State’s
compelling interest in protecting domestic violence victims from actual or
threatened harm and safeguarding children from the effects of exposure to
domestic violence justifies providing law enforcement officers with the
authority to undertake immediate measures to stop the violence. For these
reasons the State has a special need to remove firearms from a home where
law enforcement has probable cause to believe domestic violence has occurred.

(3) The General Assembly recognizes that it is current practice for law
enforcement to remove firearms from a domestic violence scene if the firearms
are contraband or evidence of the offense. However, given the potential harm
of delay during a domestic violence incident, this legislation authorizes law
enforcement officers to temporarily remove other dangerous firearms from
persons arrested or cited for domestic violence, while protecting rights
guaranteed by the Vermont and U.S. Constitutions, and insuring that those
firearms are returned to the owner as soon as doing so would be safe and
lawful.

Sec. 3. 13 V.S.A. § 1048 is added to read:

§ 1048. REMOVAL OF FIREARMS

(a)(1) When a law enforcement officer arrests, cites, or obtains an arrest
warrant for a person for domestic assault in violation of this subchapter, the
officer may remove any firearm obtained pursuant to a search warrant or a
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judicially recognized exception to the warrant requirement if the removal is
necessary for the protection of the officer or any other person.

(2) As used in this section, “judicially recognized exception to the
warrant requirement” includes a search incident to a lawful arrest, a search
with consent, a search under exigent circumstances, a search of objects in plain
view, and a search pursuant to a regulatory statute.

(b) A person cited for domestic assault shall be arraigned on the next
business day after the citation is issued except for good cause shown.

(c)(1) At arraignment, the court shall issue a written order releasing any
firearms removed pursuant to subsection (a) of this section unless:

(A) the firearm is being or may be used as evidence in a pending
criminal or civil proceeding;

(B) a court orders relinquishment of the firearm pursuant to
15 V.S.A. chapter 21 (abuse prevention) or any other provision of law
consistent with 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(8), in which case the weapon shall be
stored pursuant to 20 V.S.A. § 2307;

(C) the person requesting the return is prohibited by law from
possessing a firearm; or

(D) the court imposes a condition requiring the defendant not to
possess a firearm.

(2) If the court under subdivision (1) of this subsection orders the
release of a firearm removed under subsection (a) of this section, the law
enforcement agency in possession of the firearm shall make it available to the
owner within three business days after receipt of the written order and in a
manner consistent with federal law.

(d)(1) A law enforcement officer shall not be subject to civil or criminal
liability for acts or omissions made in reliance on the provisions of this
section. This section shall not be construed to create a legal duty to a victim or
to any other person, and no action may be filed based upon a claim that a law
enforcement officer removed or did not remove a firearm as authorized by this
section.

(2) A law enforcement agency shall be immune from civil or criminal
liability for any damage or deterioration of firearms removed, stored, or
transported pursuant to this section. This subdivision shall not apply if the
damage or deterioration occurred as a result of recklessness, gross negligence,
or intentional misconduct by the law enforcement agency.

(3) This section shall not be construed to limit the authority of a law



1199 THURSDAY, APRIL 26, 2018

enforcement agency to take any necessary and appropriate action, including
disciplinary action, regarding an officer’s performance in connection with this
section.

Sec. 4. 15 V.S.A. § 554 is amended to read:

§ 554. DECREES NISI

(a) A decree of divorce from the bonds of matrimony in the first instance,
shall be a decree nisi and shall become absolute at the expiration of three
months 90 days from the entry thereof but, in its discretion, the court which
that grants the divorce may fix an earlier date upon which the decree shall
become absolute. If one of the parties dies prior to the expiration of the nisi
period, the decree shall be deemed absolute immediately prior to death.

(b) Either party may file any post-trial motions under the Vermont Rules of
Civil Procedure. The time within which any such motion shall be filed shall
run from the date of entry of the decree of divorce and not from the date the
nisi period expires. The court shall retain jurisdiction to hear and decide the
motion after expiration of the nisi period. A decree of divorce shall constitute
a civil judgment under the Vermont Rules of Civil Procedure.

(c) If the stated term at which the decree nisi was entered has adjourned
when a motion is filed, the presiding judge of the stated term shall have power
to hear and determine the matter and make new decree therein as fully as the
court might have done in term time; but, in the judge’s discretion, the judge
may strike off the decree and continue the cause to the next stated term.

Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage, except that Sec. 4 shall take effect on
July 1, 2018.

Thereupon the bill was read the second time.

Pending the question Shall the House propose to the Senate to amend the
bill as recommended by the committee on Judiciary? Rep. Lalonde of South
Burlington moved to substitute an amendment for the recommendation of
proposal of amendment of the committee on Judiciary by striking all after the
enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 13 V.S.A. § 9 is amended to read:

§ 9. ATTEMPTS

(a) A Attempts; generally. Except as provided in subsection (d) of this
section, a person who attempts to commit an offense and does an act toward
the commission thereof, but by reason of being interrupted or prevented fails
in the execution of the same, shall be punished as herein provided unless other
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express provision is made by law for the punishment of the attempt. If the
offense attempted to be committed is murder, aggravated murder, kidnapping,
arson causing death, human trafficking, aggravated human trafficking,
aggravated sexual assault, or sexual assault, a person shall be punished as the
offense attempted to be committed is by law punishable.

(b) Felonies. If the offense attempted to be committed is a felony other
than those set forth in subsection (a)(d) of this section, a person shall be
punished by the less severe of the following punishments:

(1) imprisonment for not more than 10 years or fined not more than
$10,000.00, or both; or

(2) as the offense attempted to be committed is by law punishable.

(c) Misdemeanors. If the offense attempted to be committed is a
misdemeanor, a person shall be imprisoned or fined, or both, in an amount not
to exceed one-half the maximum penalty for which the offense so attempted to
be committed is by law punishable.

(d) Serious violent felonies.

(1) If the offense attempted to be committed is murder, aggravated
murder, kidnapping, arson causing death, human trafficking, aggravated
human trafficking, aggravated sexual assault, or sexual assault, the penalty
shall not exceed the maximum penalty for the offense attempted to be
committed, but any presumptive or mandatory minimum penalty applicable to
the offense attempted to be committed shall not apply to an attempt to commit
that offense.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, a person is guilty of
an attempt to commit an offense under this subsection if, with the purpose of
committing the offense, he or she performs any act that is a substantial step
toward the commission of the offense. A “substantial step” is conduct strongly
corroborative of the actor’s intent to complete the commission of the offense
and that advances beyond mere preparation.

(3) Conduct shall not be held to constitute a substantial step under
subdivision (2) of this subsection unless it is strongly corroborative of the
actor’s criminal purpose. Without negating the sufficiency of other conduct,
the following, if strongly corroborative of the actor’s criminal purpose, shall
not be held insufficient as a matter of law:

(A) lying in wait, searching for, or following the contemplated victim
of the crime;

(B) enticing or seeking to entice the contemplated victim of the
crime to go to the place contemplated for the commission of the crime;



1201 THURSDAY, APRIL 26, 2018

(C) reconnoitering the place contemplated for the commission of the
crime;

(D) unlawfully entering a structure, vehicle, or enclosure
contemplated for the commission of the crime;

(E) possessing materials to be employed in the commission of the
crime that are:

(i) specially designed for such unlawful use; or

(ii) that can serve no lawful purpose under the circumstances;

(F) possessing, collecting, or fabricating of materials to be employed
in the commission of the crime, at or near the place contemplated for its
commission, if such possession, collection, or fabrication serves no lawful
purpose of the actor under the circumstances; or

(G) soliciting an innocent agent to engage in conduct constituting an
element of the crime.

(4) Defenses.

(A) It is no defense to a prosecution under this subsection (d) that the
offense attempted was, under the actual attendant circumstances, factually or
legally impossible of commission, if such offense could have been committed
had the attendant circumstances been as the actor believed them to be.

(B) It shall be an affirmative defense to a charge under this
subsection (d) that the actor abandoned his or her effort to commit the crime or
otherwise prevented its commission, under circumstances manifesting a
complete and voluntary renunciation of his or her criminal purpose. The
establishment of such a defense does not affect the liability of an accomplice
who did not join in such abandonment or prevention. Renunciation of
criminal purpose is not voluntary if it is motivated, in whole or in part, by
circumstances, not present or apparent at the inception of the actor’s course of
conduct, that increase the probability of detection or apprehension or that
make more difficult the accomplishment of the criminal purpose.
Renunciation is not complete if it is motivated by a decision to postpone the
criminal conduct until a more advantageous time or to transfer the criminal
effort to another but similar objective or victim.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

and that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read: “An act relating
to attempts”.
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Recess

At two o'clock and forty-two minutes in the afternoon, the Speaker declared
a recess until the fall of the gavel.

At three o'clock and fifty-three minutes in the afternoon, the Speaker called
the House to order.

Consideration Resumed; Action on Bill Postponed

S. 267

Consideration resumed on House bill, entitled

An act relating to timing of a decree nisi in a divorce proceeding

Thereupon, pending the question Shall the House substitute the proposal of
amendment as offered by Rep. Lalonde of South Burlington for the
recommendation of proposal of amendment of the committee on Judiciary?, on
motion of Rep. Lalonde of South Burlington, action on the bill was
postponed until May 1, 2018.

Committee Relieved of Consideration
and Bill Committed to Other Committee

S. 241

Rep. Lippert of Hinesburg moved that the committee on Health Care be
relieved of House bill, entitled

An act relating to the makeup and duties of the Emergency Medical
Services Advisory Committee

And that the bill be committed to the committee on Government
Operations, which was agreed to.

Bill Called Up

H. 167

Rep. Gonzalez of Winooski called up House bill, entitled

An act relating to alternative approaches to addressing low-level illicit drug
use

Which had been ordered to lie. Thereupon, under the rule, the bill was
ordered placed on the Calendar for action on the next legislative day.

Message from the Senate No. 58

A message was received from the Senate by Mr. Marshall, its Assistant
Secretary, as follows:
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Madam Speaker:

I am directed to inform the House that:

The Senate has considered House proposal of amendment to Senate bill of
the following title:

S. 173. An act relating to sealing criminal history records when there is no
conviction.

And has concurred therein.

The Senate has considered House proposal of amendment to Senate bill of
the following title:

S. 101. An act relating to the conduct of forestry operations.

And has concurred therein with an amendment in the passage of which the
concurrence of the House is requested.

The Senate has considered House proposal of amendment to Senate bill
entitled:

S. 289. An act relating to protecting consumers and promoting an open
Internet in Vermont..

And has refused to concur therein and asks for a Committee of Conference
upon the disagreeing votes of the two Houses;

The President announced the appointment as members of such Committee
on the part of the Senate:

Senator Lyons
Senator Campion
Senator Sirotkin

The Senate has considered bills originating in the House of the following
titles:

H. 378. An act relating to the creation of the Artificial Intelligence Task
Force.

H. 404. An act relating to Medicaid reimbursement for long-acting
reversible contraceptives.

H. 624. An act relating to the protection of information in the statewide
voter checklist.

H. 710. An act relating to beer franchises.

H. 718. An act relating to creation of the Restorative Justice Study
Committee.
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H. 719. An act relating to insurance companies and trust companies.

And has passed the same in concurrence with proposals of amendment in
the adoption of which the concurrence of the House is requested.

Adjournment

At three o'clock and fifty-six minutes in the afternoon, on motion of Rep.
Turner of Milton, the House adjourned until tomorrow at nine o'clock and
thirty minutes in the forenoon.


