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ORDERS OF THE DAY

ACTION CALENDAR

CALLED UP FOR ACTION

Second Reading

Favorable with Recommendation of Amendment

S. 285.

An act relating to universal recycling requirements.

Pending Question:

Shall the recommendation of the Committee on Natural Resources and
Energy be amended as moved by Senator Pollina?

(For the report of the Committee on Natural Resources and Energy, see
Senate Journal of March 2, 2018, page 359.)

Text of amendment:

Senator Pollina has moved that the recommendation of amendment of the
Committee on Natural Resources and Energy be amended by adding new
sections to be numbered Secs. 3a and 3b and their reader assistance to read as
follows:

* * * Unclaimed Beverage Container Deposits * * *

Sec. 3a. 10 V.S.A. § 1530 is added to read:

§ 1530. ABANDONED BEVERAGE CONTAINER DEPOSITS; DEPOSIT
TRANSACTION ACCOUNT; BEVERAGE REDEMPTION FUND

(a) As used in this section, “deposit initiator” means the first distributor or
manufacturer to collect the deposit on a beverage container sold to any person
within the State.

(b) A deposit initiator shall open a separate interest-bearing account in a
Vermont branch of a financial institution to be known as the deposit
transaction account. The deposit initiator shall keep the deposit transaction
account separate from all other revenues and accounts.

(c) Beginning on July 1, 2019, each deposit initiator shall deposit in its
deposit transaction account the refund value established by section 1522 of this
title for all beverage containers sold by the deposit initiator. The deposit
initiator shall deposit the refund value for each beverage container in the
account not more than three business days after the date on which the beverage



- 1416 -

container is sold. All interest, dividends, and returns earned on the deposit
transaction account shall be paid directly to the account. The deposit initiator
shall pay all refunds on returned beverage containers from the deposit
transaction account.

(d) Beginning on August 10, 2019, and by the tenth day of each month
thereafter, every deposit initiator shall report to the Secretary of Natural
Resources and the Commissioner of Taxes concerning transactions affecting
the deposit initiator’s deposit transaction account in the preceding month.
The deposit initiator shall submit the report on a form provided by the
Commissioner of Taxes. The report shall include:

(1) the balance of the account at the beginning of the preceding month;

(2) the number of nonreusable beverage containers sold in the preceding
month and the number of nonreusable beverage containers returned in the
preceding month;

(3) the amount of beverage container deposits received by the deposit
initiator and deposited into the deposit transaction account;

(4) the amount of refund payments made from the deposit transaction
account in the preceding month;

(5) any income earned on the deposit transaction account in the
preceding month;

(6) any other transactions, withdrawals, or service charges on the
deposit transaction account from the preceding month; and

(7) any additional information required by the Commissioner of Taxes.

(e) On or before August 10, 2019, and on the tenth day of each month
thereafter, each deposit initiator shall remit from its deposit transaction account
to the Commissioner of Taxes any abandoned beverage container deposits
from the preceding month. The amount of abandoned beverage container
deposits for a month is the amount equal to the amount of deposits that should
be in the fund less the sum of:

(1) income earned on amounts on the account during that month; and

(2) the total amount of refund value received by the deposit initiator for
nonrefillable containers during that month.

(f) The Secretary of Natural Resources may prohibit the sale of a beverage
that is sold or distributed in the State by a deposit initiator who fails to comply
with the requirements of this chapter. The Secretary may allow the sale of a
beverage upon the deposit initiator’s coming into compliance with the
requirements of this chapter.
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(g) The Commissioner of Taxes shall deposit in the Solid Waste
Management Assistance Account of the Waste Management Assistance Fund
established under section 6618 of this title all abandoned beverage container
deposits remitted under subsection (e) of this section.

Sec. 3b. 10 V.S.A. § 6618 is amended to read:

§ 6618. WASTE MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE FUND

(a) There is hereby created in the State Treasury a fund to be known as the
Waste Management Assistance Fund, to be expended by the Secretary of
Natural Resources. The Fund shall have three accounts: one for Solid Waste
Management Assistance, one for Hazardous Waste Management Assistance,
and one for Electronic Waste Collection and Recycling Assistance. The
Hazardous Waste Management Assistance Account shall consist of a
percentage of the tax on hazardous waste under the provisions of 32 V.S.A.
chapter 237, as established by the Secretary, the toxics use reduction fees
under subsection 6628(j) of this title, and appropriations of the General
Assembly. In no event shall the amount of the hazardous waste tax which that
is deposited to the Hazardous Waste Management Assistance Account exceed
40 percent of the annual tax receipts. The Solid Waste Management
Assistance Account shall consist of the franchise tax on waste facilities
assessed under the provisions of 32 V.S.A. chapter 151, subchapter 13,
abandoned beverage container deposits remitted to the State under section
1530 of this title, and appropriations of the General Assembly. The Electronic
Waste Collection and Recycling Account shall consist of the program and
implementation fees required under section 7553 of this title. All balances in
the Fund accounts at the end of any fiscal year shall be carried forward and
remain a part of the Fund accounts, except as provided in subsection (e) of this
section. Interest earned by the Fund shall be deposited into the appropriate
Fund account. Disbursements from the Fund accounts shall be made by the
State Treasurer on warrants drawn by the Commissioner of Finance and
Management.

(b) The Secretary may authorize disbursements from the Solid Waste
Management Assistance Account for the purpose of enhancing solid waste
management in the State in accordance with the adopted waste management
plan. This includes:

* * *

(9) The Secretary shall annually allocate 17 percent of the receipts of
this account, based on the projected revenue for that year, for implementation
of the Plan adopted pursuant to section 6604 of this title and Solid Waste
Implementation Plans adopted pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 2202a.
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* * *

(11) Costs of solid waste management entities and commercial haulers
in complying with universal recycling requirements.

NEW BUSINESS

Third Reading

S. 94.

An act relating to promoting remote work and flexible work arrangements.

S. 257.

An act relating to miscellaneous changes to education law.

Second Reading

Favorable

H. 693.

An act relating to the Honor and Remember Flag.

Reported favorably by Senator Collamore for the Committee on
Government Operations.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal of February 20, 2018, page
414)

H. 829.

An act relating to appointing town grand jurors.

Reported favorably by Senator Clarkson for the Committee on
Government Operations.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(No House amendments)

H. 846.

An act relating to the application of general law to chartered municipalities.

Reported favorably by Senator Collamore for the Committee on
Government Operations.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(No House amendments)
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NOTICE CALENDAR

Second Reading

Favorable

H. 585.

An act relating to management of records.

Reported favorably by Senator White for the Committee on
Government Operations.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal of February 7, 2018, page 323)

H. 615.

An act relating to prohibiting the use of drones near correctional facilities.

Reported favorably by Senator Nitka for the Committee on Judiciary.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal of March 2, 2018, page 574)

Favorable with Proposal of Amendment

H. 611.

An act relating to compensation for victims of crime.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Benning for the Committee on Judiciary.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill in Sec. 1, 13 V.S.A. § 5357, by amending the last sentence to read as
follows:

Such subrogation shall be against the perpetrator of the crime or any person
liable for the pecuniary loss.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(No House amendments)

H. 836.

An act relating to electronic court filings for relief from abuse orders.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Benning for the Committee on Judiciary.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill as follows:
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First: By striking out Sec. 1 in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 1. LEGISLATIVE INTENT

This act permits relief from abuse orders to be obtained electronically in
certain circumstances when courts are closed while enhancing the safety of all
parties involved.

Second: In Sec. 2, 15 V.S.A. § 1106, by striking out subdivision (b)(2)(C)
and inserting in lieu thereof a new subdivision (b)(2)(C) to read as follows:

(C) The affidavit shall be sworn to or affirmed by administration of
the oath over the telephone to the applicant by the authorized person, and shall
conclude with the following statement: “I declare under the penalty of perjury
pursuant to the laws of the State of Vermont that the foregoing is true and
accurate. I understand that the penalty for perjury is imprisonment of not
more than 15 years or a fine of not more than $10,000.00, or both.” The
authorized person shall note on the affidavit the date and time that the oath was
administered.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal for February 28, 2018, page
475)

CONFIRMATIONS

The following appointments will be considered by the Senate, as a group,
under suspension of the Rules, as moved by the President pro tempore, for
confirmation together and without debate, by consent thereby given by the
Senate. However, upon request of any senator, any appointment may be
singled out and acted upon separately by the Senate, with consideration given
to the report of the Committee to which the appointment was referred, and
with full debate; and further, all appointments for the positions of Secretaries
of Agencies, Commissioners of Departments, Judges, Magistrates, and
members of the Public Utility Commission shall be fully and separately acted
upon.

Joseph M. Lorman of Rutland – Family Division Magistrate for Rutland,
Bennington and Addison Counties – By Senator Sears for the Committee on
Judiciary. (3/27/18)

Nathan Besio of Colchester – Member, Vermont Human Rights
Commission – By Senator Benning for the Committee on Judiciary. (3/28/18)

Kevin Christie of White River Junction – Chair, Vermont Human Rights
Commission – By Senator Nitka for the Committee on Judiciary. (3/28/18)
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PUBLIC HEARINGS

Thursday, April 5, 2018 - 5:30 - 7:30 P.M. - Room 11 - Re: S. 40 An act
relating to increasing the minimum wage - House Committee on General,
Housing and Military Affairs.

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

CROSS OVER DATES

The Joint Rules Committee established the following Crossover deadlines:

(1) All Senate/House bills must be reported out of the last committee of
reference (including the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and
Means, except as provided below in (2) and the exceptions listed below) on or
before Friday, March 2, 2018, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they may
be placed on the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day.

(2) All Senate/House bills referred pursuant to Senate Rule 31 or House
Rule 35(a) to the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and Means
must be reported out by the last of those committees on or before Friday,
March 16, 2018, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they may be placed on
the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day.

Note: The Senate will not act on bills that do not meet these crossover
deadlines, without the consent of the Senate Rules Committee.

Exceptions to the foregoing deadlines include the major money bills
(Appropriations “Big Bill”, Transportation Spending Bill, Capital
Construction Bill, and Fee Bill).


