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ORDERS OF THE DAY

ACTION CALENDAR

Action Postponed Until May 2, 2018

Favorable with Amendment

S. 175

An act relating to the wholesale importation of prescription drugs into
Vermont, bulk purchasing, and the impact of prescription drug costs on health
insurance premiums

Rep. Lippert of Hinesburg, for the Committee on Health Care,
recommends the bill be amended by striking all after the enacting clause and
inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 18 V.S.A. chapter 91, subchapter 4 is added to read:

Subchapter 4. Wholesale Prescription Drug Importation Program

§ 4651. WHOLESALE IMPORTATION PROGRAM FOR PRESCRIPTION

DRUGS; DESIGN

(a) The Agency of Human Services, in consultation with interested
stakeholders and appropriate federal officials, shall design a wholesale
prescription drug importation program that complies with the applicable
requirements of 21 U.S.C. § 384, including the requirements regarding safety
and cost savings. The program design shall:

(1) designate a State agency that shall either become a licensed drug
wholesaler or contract with a licensed drug wholesaler in order to seek federal
certification and approval to import safe prescription drugs and provide
significant prescription drug cost savings to Vermont consumers;

(2) use Canadian prescription drug suppliers regulated under the laws of
Canada or of one or more Canadian provinces, or both;

(3) ensure that only prescription drugs meeting the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration’s safety, effectiveness, and other standards shall be imported by
or on behalf of the State;

(4) import only those prescription drugs expected to generate substantial
savings for Vermont consumers;

(5) ensure that the program complies with the tracking and tracing
requirements of 21 U.S.C. §§ 360eee and 360eee-1 to the extent feasible and
practical prior to imported drugs coming into the possession of the State
wholesaler and that it complies fully after imported drugs are in the possession
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of the State wholesaler;

(6) prohibit the distribution, dispensing, or sale of imported products
outside Vermont’s borders;

(7) establish a fee on each prescription or establish another financing
mechanism to ensure that the program is funded adequately in a manner that
does not jeopardize significant consumer savings; and

(8) include a robust audit function.

(b) On or before January 1, 2019, the Secretary of Human Services shall
submit the proposed design for a wholesale prescription drug importation
program to the House Committee on Health Care and the Senate Committees
on Health and Welfare and on Finance.

§ 4652. MONITORING FOR ANTICOMPETITIVE BEHAVIOR

The Agency of Human Services shall consult with the Office of the
Attorney General to identify the potential, and to monitor, for anticompetitive
behavior in industries that would be affected by a wholesale prescription drug
importation program.

§ 4653. FEDERAL COMPLIANCE

(a) On or before July 1, 2019, the Agency of Human Services shall submit
a formal request to the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services for certification of the State’s wholesale prescription drug importation
program.

(b) The Agency of Human Services shall seek the appropriate federal
approvals, waivers, exemptions, or agreements, or a combination thereof, as
needed to enable all covered entities enrolled in or eligible for the federal
340B Drug Pricing Program to participate in the State’s wholesale prescription
drug importation program to the fullest extent possible without jeopardizing
their eligibility for the 340B Program.

§ 4654. IMPLEMENTATION PROVISIONS

Upon certification and approval by the Secretary of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, the Agency of Human Services shall begin
implementation of the wholesale prescription drug importation program and
shall begin operating the program within six months following the date of the
Secretary’s approval. As part of the implementation process, the Agency of
Human Services shall, in accordance with State procurement and contract
laws, rules, and procedures as appropriate:

(1) become licensed as a wholesaler or enter into a contract with a
Vermont-licensed wholesaler;
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(2) contract with one or more Vermont-licensed distributors;

(3) contract with one or more licensed and regulated Canadian
suppliers;

(4) engage with health insurance plans, employers, pharmacies, health
care providers, and consumers;

(5) develop a registration process for health insurance plans,
pharmacies, and prescription drug-administering health care providers who are
willing to participate in the program;

(6) create a publicly available source for listing the prices of imported
prescription drug products that shall be made available to all participating
entities and consumers;

(7) create an outreach and marketing plan to generate program
awareness;

(8) starting in the weeks before the program becomes operational, create
and staff a hotline to answer questions and address the needs of consumers,
employers, health insurance plans, pharmacies, health care providers, and
other affected sectors;

(9) establish the audit function and a two-year audit work-plan
cycle; and

(10) conduct any other activities that the Agency determines to be
important for successful implementation of the program.

§ 4655. ANNUAL REPORTING

(a) Annually on or before January 15, the Agency of Human Services shall
report to the House Committee on Health Care and the Senate Committees on
Health and Welfare and on Finance regarding the operation of the wholesale
prescription drug importation program during the previous calendar year,
including:

(1) which prescription drugs were included in the wholesale importation
program;

(2) the number of participating pharmacies, health care providers, and
health insurance plans;

(3) the number of prescriptions dispensed through the program;

(4) the estimated savings to consumers, health plans, employers, and the
State during the previous calendar year and to date;

(5) information regarding implementation of the audit plan and audit
findings; and
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(6) any other information the Secretary of Human Services deems
relevant.

(b) The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d) (expiration of required reports) shall
not apply to the report to be made under this section.

Sec. 2. WHOLESALE IMPORTATION PROGRAM; CONDITION FOR
IMPLEMENTATION

The Agency of Human Services shall be required to design and commence
implementation of the wholesale prescription drug importation program
described in Sec. 1 of this act only to the extent that funds are appropriated for
this purpose in the budget bill enacted by the General Assembly for fiscal year
2019 or are otherwise made available.

and that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read: “An act
relating to the wholesale importation of prescription drugs into Vermont”

( Committee Vote: 11-0-0)

Rep. Till of Jericho, for the Committee on Ways and Means, recommends
the bill ought to pass in concurrence with proposal of amendment as
recommended by the Committee on Health Care and when further amended as
follows:

First: In Sec. 1, 18 V.S.A. chapter 91, subchapter 4, in 18 V.S.A. § 4651(a),
by striking out subdivision (7) in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new
subdivision (7) to read as follows:

(7) recommend a charge per prescription or another method of support
to ensure that the program is funded adequately in a manner that does not
jeopardize significant consumer savings; and

Second: In Sec. 1, 18 V.S.A. chapter 91, subchapter 4, in 18 V.S.A. § 4651,
in subsection (b), by striking out “House Committee on Health Care” and
inserting in lieu thereof “House Committees on Health Care and on Ways and
Means”

Third: In Sec. 1, 18 V.S.A. chapter 91, subchapter 4, by inserting a new 18
V.S.A. § 4654 to read as follows:

§ 4654. PROGRAM FINANCING

The Agency of Human Services shall not implement the wholesale
prescription drug importation program until the General Assembly enacts
legislation establishing a charge per prescription or another method of
financial support for the program.

and by redesignating the remaining sections of the subchapter to be
numerically correct
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Fourth: In Sec. 1, 18 V.S.A. chapter 91, subchapter 4, in the redesignated
18 V.S.A. § 4655 (implementation provisions), by striking out the first
sentence and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Upon the last to occur of the General Assembly enacting a method of
financial support pursuant to section 4654 of this chapter and receipt of
certification and approval by the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, the Agency of Human Services shall begin
implementation of the wholesale prescription drug importation program and
shall begin operating the program within six months.

Fifth: In Sec. 1, 18 V.S.A. chapter 91, subchapter 4, in the redesignated
18 V.S.A. § 4656 (annual reporting), in subsection (a), by striking out “House
Committee on Health Care” and inserting in lieu thereof “House Committees
on Health Care and on Ways and Means”

Sixth: In Sec. 2, wholesale importation program; condition for
implementation, by striking out “CONDITION FOR IMPLEMENTATION”
following the semicolon in the section heading and inserting in lieu thereof
“DESIGN CONTINGENT ON FUNDING” and, following “design”, by
striking out “and commence implementation of”

( Committee Vote: 8-0-3)

Rep. Yacovone of Morristown, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends the bill ought to pass in concurrence with proposal of amendment
as recommended by the Committees on Health Care and Ways and Means.

(Committee Vote: 11-0-0)

Senate Proposal of Amendment

H. 25

An act relating to sexual assault survivors’ rights

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill by striking all after the
enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 13 V.S.A. § 4003 is amended to read:

§ 4003. CARRYING DANGEROUS WEAPONS

A person who carries or possesses a dangerous or deadly weapon, openly or
concealed, or with the intent or avowed purpose of injuring a fellow man, who
carries a dangerous or deadly weapon within any state institution or upon the
grounds or lands owned or leased for the use of such institution, without the
approval of the warden or superintendent of the institution, to injure another
shall be imprisoned not more than two years or fined not more than $200.00
$2,000.00, or both. It shall be a felony punishable by not more than 10 years
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or a fine of $25,000.00, or both, if the person intends to injure multiple
persons.

Sec. 2. 13 V.S.A. § 1703 is added to read:

§ 1703. DOMESTIC TERRORISM

(a) As used in this section:

(1) “Domestic terrorism” shall mean engaging in, or taking substantial
steps to commit a violation of the criminal laws of this State with the intent to:

(A) cause death or serious bodily injury to multiple people; or

(B) threaten any civilian population with mass destruction, mass
killings, or kidnapping.

(2) “Substantial step” shall mean conduct that is strongly corroborative
of the actor’s intent to complete the commission of the offense.

(b) A person who knowingly and willfully engages in an act of domestic
terrorism shall be imprisoned for not more than 20 years or fined not more
than $50,000.00, or both.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

And that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read:

An act relating to domestic terrorism.

(For text see House Journal February 16, 17, 2018 )

NEW BUSINESS

Third Reading

J.R.H. 17

Joint resolution opposing the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s
proposed rollback of federal motor vehicle emission standards

S. 111

An act relating to privatization contracts

S. 192

An act relating to transferring the professional regulation of law enforcement
officers from the Vermont Criminal Justice Training Council to the Office of
Professional Regulation

S. 269

An act relating to blockchain, cryptocurrency, and financial technology
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S. 281

An act relating to the mitigation of systemic racism

Favorable with Amendment

H. 716

An act relating to approval of the adoption of the charter of the Edward
Farrar Utility District and the merger of the Village of Waterbury into the
District

Rep. Lewis of Berlin, for the Committee on Government Operations,
recommends the bill be amended as follows:

In Sec. 3, 24 App. V.S.A. chapter 705, by striking Sec. 3 in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 3 to read:

Sec. 3. 24 App. V.S.A. chapter 705 is added to read:

CHAPTER 705. EDWARD FARRAR UTILITY DISTRICT

§ 1. ESTABLISHMENT

There is hereby established a body politic and corporate known as the

Edward Farrar Utility District (District) whose inhabitants shall be those of the
Village of Waterbury.

§ 2. PURPOSE

The District is established for the purpose of providing water and sewer
services as provided by 24 V.S.A. chapters 89 (waterworks), 97 (sewage
system), and 101 (sewage disposal system); and holding, maintaining, and
administering any property, assets, and liabilities that it shall acquire from the
Village of Waterbury.

§ 3. BOUNDARIES

The boundaries of the District are coextensive with the current boundaries
of the Village of Waterbury.

§ 4. VOTERS; GRAND LIST

(a) Voters. The checklist of legal voters of the Town of Waterbury residing
within the District shall be the checklist of legal voters of the District.

(b) Grand list. The grand list of the District shall be the grand list of the
Town of Waterbury property within the District.

§ 5. BOARD OF UTILITY COMMISSIONERS

(a) The legislative body of the District shall be the Board of Utility
Commissioners consisting of five persons.
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(b) Commissioners shall be elected by Australian ballot from among the
legal voters of the District.

(c) Commissioners’ terms shall be staggered and commence upon election,
and the length of Commissioners’ terms shall be as follows:

(1) three Commissioners shall serve a term of three years; and

(2) two Commissioners shall serve a term of one year.

§ 6. POWERS

(a) The District shall have the power and authority to:

(1) own, operate, maintain, improve, and extend:

(A) public water supply systems as provided by 24 V.S.A.
chapter 89; and

(B) sewerage collection, treatment, and disposal systems as provided
by 24 V.S.A. chapters 97 and 101;

(2) establish rates, charges, and fees for water service pursuant to
24 V.S.A. chapter 89, and for sewer service pursuant to 24 V.S.A. chapters 97
and 101.

(3) levy taxes upon its grand list and impose such assessments as
allowed by law for any purpose for which it is authorized under this charter;

(4) hold, manage, purchase, and sell real estate, deposits, accounts,
contract rights, investments, reserve funds, loan funds, and loan programs as it
shall acquire from the Village of Waterbury or may otherwise acquire; and

(5) incur debt in the manner provided by general law for the purposes
authorized under this charter.

(b) Extraterritorial water and sewer service may be provided under such
terms as the Board of Utility Commissioners deems advisable.

§ 7. DISTRICT OFFICERS

(a) At the discretion of the Board of Utility Commissioners, the District
may engage and employ a manager and such additional personnel as it deems
necessary.

(b) The Board of Utility Commissioners shall appoint a district clerk and
district treasurer, who shall serve at the pleasure of the Board.

§ 8. ANNUAL MEETING

(a) Until changed in the manner provided by general law, the annual
meeting of the District shall be held on the second Wednesday of May,
commencing on May 8, 2019. The annual and special meetings shall be
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warned in the same manner as for annual and special town meetings.

(b) Unless provided for otherwise by vote of the District, the general laws
of the State shall control in all matters relating to the call, notice, and conduct
of annual and special District meetings.

(c) The Board of Civil Authority shall be the Board of Utility
Commissioners, the District Clerk, and the Town of Waterbury justices of the
peace residing within the District, all of whom shall constitute election
officials for all District purposes.

( Committee Vote: 7-2-2)

S. 206

An act relating to business consumer protection for point-of-sale equipment
leases

Rep. Hill of Wolcott, for the Committee on Commerce and Economic
Development, recommends that the House propose to the Senate that the bill
be amended by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 9 V.S.A. chapter 63, subchapter 9 is added to read:

Subchapter 9. Credit Card Terminal Finance Leases

§ 2482h. SOLICITATION; MATERIAL MISREPRESENTATION

(a) As used in this subchapter, “credit card terminal” means physical
equipment used at the point of sale to accept payment by a payment card,
including a credit card, debit card, EBT card, prepaid card, or gift card.

(b) A person who solicits a finance lease for the use of a credit card
terminal shall accurately disclose:

(1) the nature and scope of his or her relationship to the person or
persons who own, lease, service, and finance the credit card terminal and, if
known, provide related services, including whether he or she is an employee,
independent contractor, or agent of one or more of those persons;

(2) the terms of a finance lease and whether oral statements or
commitments he or she makes to the prospective lessee while soliciting a
finance lease are included in the terms of the finance lease and enforceable
against a party to a finance lease; and

(3) whether the consumer has an option to purchase the credit card
terminal that is the subject of the finance lease.

§ 2482i. CREDIT CARD TERMINAL; FINANCE LEASE PROVISIONS

The following provisions apply to a finance lease for the use of a credit
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card terminal:

(1) Plain language. The party primarily responsible for drafting the
finance lease shall use plain language designed to be understood by ordinary
consumers, presented in a reasonable format, typeface, and font.

(2) Finance lease; costs; disclosure. The finance lease shall specify:

(A) the terms of the finance lease;

(B) the total price of the finance lease;

(C) the total monthly payment due, including any recurring monthly
fees or charges; and

(D) any other penalties, charges, or fees and the conditions under
which they may be incurred.

(3) Relationship to processing services and fees. If a lessee who enters
into a finance lease for a credit card terminal also agrees to receive bundled
services for the terminal, such as credit card processing services, from the
lessor or a business affiliated with the lessor, either the finance lease or a
separate agreement for the bundled services shall include an itemized
statement of the terms, costs, fees, and potential penalties for each service, as
specified in subdivision (2) of this section.

(4) Contact information. The finance lease shall clearly and
conspicuously identify the lessor of the credit card terminal and the name,
mailing address, telephone number, email address or website, and relationship
to the lessor of:

(A) the person to whom the lessee is required to make payments for
the credit card terminal;

(B) the person whom the lessee should contact with questions or
problems concerning the credit card terminal;

(C) the person to whom the lessee should deliver the credit card
terminal for return or repair; and

(D) the sales representative or other person acting with actual or
apparent authority on behalf of the lessor to solicit the finance lease.

(5) Prohibited provisions.

(A) A provision of a finance lease that permits or requires a dispute
to be resolved in a judicial forum that would not otherwise have jurisdiction
over the lessee is against public policy and unenforceable.

(B) A lessor shall not collect any charge or fee for business personal
property tax on the credit card terminal unless the tax is actually imposed.
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(6) Duty to retain and provide finance lease; right to cancel.

(A) A lessor shall provide a copy of the executed finance lease to the
lessee and shall retain a written or electronic copy of the finance lease for not
less than four years after the lease terminates.

(B) A lessee shall have the right to cancel a finance lease not later
than 45 days after the lessor provides a copy of the executed finance lease to
the lessee.

(C) If the lessee exercises his or her right to cancel:

(i) the lessor may retain any payments made by the lessee after the
lessor delivered a copy of the executed finance lease;

(ii) the lessor may impose a reasonable cancellation fee, not to
exceed the total monthly payment amount specified in subdivision (2)(C) of
this section.

§ 2482j. VIOLATIONS

A person who violates this subchapter commits an unfair and deceptive act
in trade and commerce in violation of section 2453 of this title.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2018.

(Committee vote: 7-1-3 )

(For text see Senate Journal March 13, 2018 )

Senate Proposal of Amendment

H. 593

An act relating to miscellaneous consumer protection provisions

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill as follows:

First: In Sec. 4, in 9 V.S.A. § 2480a, by striking out subdivision (12) in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new subdivision (12) to read:

(12) “Protected consumer” means a natural person who, at the time a
request for a security freeze is made, is:

(A) under 16 years of age;

(B) an incapacitated person; or

(C) a protected person.

Second: In Sec. 4, in 9 V.S.A. § 2480a, by striking out subdivision (18) in
its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new subdivision (18) to read:
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(18) “Sufficient proof of authority” means documentation that shows
that a person has authority to act on behalf of a protected consumer, including:

(A) a birth certificate;

(B) a court order;

(C) a lawfully executed power of attorney; or

(D) a written, notarized statement signed by the person that expressly
describes the person’s authority to act on behalf of the protected consumer.

Third: In Sec. 5, in 9 V.S.A. § 2483a, by striking out subsection (a) in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new subsection (a) to read:

(a) A consumer reporting agency shall place a security freeze for a
protected consumer if the protected consumer’s representative submits a
request, including proper authority, to the address and in the manner specified
by the consumer reporting agency.

Fourth: In Sec. 5, in 9 V.S.A. § 2483a, by striking out subsection (d) in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new subsection (d) to read:

(d)(1) A credit reporting agency shall lift temporarily a protected consumer
security freeze to allow access by a specific party or parties or for a specific
period of time, upon a request from the protected consumer’s representative.

(2) The protected consumer’s representative shall submit the request to
the address and in the manner specified by the consumer reporting agency.

(3) The request shall include:

(A) proper authority; and

(B) the unique personal identification number, password, or other
method of authentication provided by the credit reporting agency pursuant to
subsection (c) of this section.

Fifth: In Sec. 5, in 9 V.S.A. § 2483a, by striking out subsection (j) in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new subsection (j) to read:

(j)(1) A protected consumer security freeze shall remain in place until the
credit reporting agency receives a request to remove the freeze from:

(A) the protected consumer’s representative; or

(B) the consumer who is subject to the protected consumer security
freeze.

(2) A credit reporting agency shall remove a protected consumer
security freeze within three business days after receiving a proper request for
removal.
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(3) The party requesting the removal of a protected consumer security
freeze pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subsection shall submit the request to
the address and in the manner specified by the consumer reporting agency.

(4) The request shall include:

(A) proper authority; and

(B) the unique personal identification number, password, or other
method of authentication provided by the credit reporting agency pursuant to
subsection (c) of this section.

Sixth: By adding a Sec. 6a to read:

Sec. 6a. ONE-STOP FREEZE NOTIFICATION

(a) The Attorney General, in consultation with industry stakeholders, shall
consider one or more methods to ease the burden on consumers when placing
or lifting a credit security freeze, including the right to place a freeze with a
single nationwide credit reporting agency and require that agency to initiate a
freeze with other agencies.

(b) On or before January 15, 2019, the Attorney General shall report his or
her findings and recommendations to the House Committee on Commerce and
Economic Development and the Senate Committee on Economic
Development, Housing and General Affairs.

Seventh: In Sec. 7, effective dates, in subsection (a), after the word
“section”, by inserting and 6a

(For text see House Journal January 16, 17, 2018 )

H. 676

An act relating to miscellaneous energy subjects

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill as follows:

By striking out Sec. 1 in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new Sec. 1
to read as follows:

Sec. 1. 30 V.S.A. § 248(s) is amended to read:

(s) This subsection sets minimum setback requirements that shall apply to
in-state ground-mounted solar electric generation facilities approved under this
section, unless the facility is installed on a canopy constructed on an area
primarily used for parking vehicles that is in existence or permitted on the date
the application for the facility is filed.

* * *

(3) On review of an application, the Commission may:
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(A) require a larger setback than this subsection requires; or

(B) approve an agreement to a smaller setback among the applicant,
the municipal legislative body, and each owner of property adjoining the
smaller setback; or

(C) require a setback for a facility constructed on an area primarily
used for parking vehicles, if the application concerns such a facility.

* * *

(For text see House Journal March 16, 2018 )

H. 711

An act relating to employment protections for crime victims

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill by striking all after the
enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

* * * Employment Protection for Crime Victims * * *

Sec. 1. 21 V.S.A. § 495 is amended to read:

§ 495. UNLAWFUL EMPLOYMENT PRACTICE

(a) It shall be unlawful employment practice, except where a bona fide
occupational qualification requires persons of a particular race, color, religion,
national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, ancestry, place of birth,
age, crime victim status, or physical or mental condition:

(1) For any employer, employment agency, or labor organization to
discriminate against any individual because of race, color, religion, ancestry,
national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, place of birth, crime
victim status, or age or against a qualified individual with a disability;

(2) For any person seeking employees or for any employment agency or
labor organization to cause to be printed, published, or circulated any notice or
advertisement relating to employment or membership indicating any
preference, limitation, specification, or discrimination based upon race, color,
religion, ancestry, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity,
place of birth, crime victim status, age, or disability;

(3) For any employment agency to fail or refuse to classify properly or
refer for employment or to otherwise discriminate against any individual
because of race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, place of birth, crime victim status, or age or
against a qualified individual with a disability;

(4) For any labor organization, because of race, color, religion, ancestry,
national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, place of birth, crime
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victim status, or age to discriminate against any individual or against a
qualified individual with a disability or to limit, segregate, or qualify its
membership;

* * *

Sec. 2. 21 V.S.A. § 495d is amended to read:

§ 495d. DEFINITIONS

As used in this subchapter:

* * *

(14) “Pregnancy-related condition” means a limitation of an employee’s
ability to perform the functions of a job caused by pregnancy, childbirth, or a
medical condition related to pregnancy or childbirth.

(15) “Crime victim” means any of the following:

(A) a person who has obtained a relief from abuse order issued under
15 V.S.A. § 1103;

(B) a person who has obtained an order against stalking or sexual
assault issued under 12 V.S.A. chapter 178;

(C) a person who has obtained an order against abuse of a vulnerable
adult issued under 33 V.S.A. chapter 69; or

(D)(i) a victim as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 5301, provided that the
victim is identified as a crime victim in an affidavit filed by a law enforcement
official with a prosecuting attorney of competent state or federal
jurisdiction; and

(ii) shall include the victim’s child, foster child, parent, spouse,
stepchild or ward of the victim who lives with the victim, or a parent of the
victim’s spouse, provided that the individual is not identified in the affidavit as
the defendant.

Sec. 3. 21 V.S.A. § 472c is added to read:

§ 472c. LEAVE; CRIME VICTIMS

(a) As used in this section:

(1) “Employer” means an individual, organization, governmental body,
partnership, association, corporation, legal representative, trustee, receiver,
trustee in bankruptcy, and any common carrier by rail, motor, water, air, or
express company doing business in or operating within this State.

(2) “Employee” means a person who is a crime victim as defined in
section 495d of this chapter and, in consideration of direct or indirect gain or
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profit, has been continuously employed by the same employer for a period of
six months for an average of at least 20 hours per week.

(b) In addition to the leave provided in section 472 of this title, an
employee shall be entitled to take unpaid leave from employment for the
purpose of attending a deposition or court proceeding related to:

(1) a criminal proceeding, when the employee is a victim as defined in
13 V.S.A. § 5301 and the employee has a right or obligation to appear at the
proceeding;

(2) a relief from abuse hearing pursuant to 15 V.S.A. § 1103, when the
employee seeks the order as plaintiff;

(3) a hearing concerning an order against stalking or sexual assault
pursuant to 12 V.S.A. § 5133, when the employee seeks the order as
plaintiff; or

(4) a relief from abuse, neglect, or exploitation hearing pursuant to
33 V.S.A. chapter 69, when the employee is the plaintiff.

(c) During the leave, at the employee’s option, the employee may use
accrued sick leave, vacation leave, or any other accrued paid leave. Use of
accrued paid leave shall not extend the leave provided pursuant to this section.

(d) The employer shall continue employment benefits for the duration of
the leave at the level and under the conditions coverage would be provided if
the employee continued in employment continuously for the duration of the
leave. The employer may require that the employee contribute to the cost of
benefits during the leave at the existing rate of employee contribution.

(e) The employer shall post and maintain in a conspicuous place in and
about each of its places of business printed notices of the provisions of this
section on forms provided by the Commissioner of Labor.

(f)(1) Upon return from leave taken under this section, an employee shall
be offered the same or comparable job at the same level of compensation,
employment benefits, seniority, or any other term or condition of the
employment existing on the day leave began.

(2) This subsection shall not apply if, prior to requesting leave, the
employee had been given notice or had given notice that the employment
would terminate.

(3) This subsection shall not apply if the employer can demonstrate by
clear and convincing evidence that during the period of leave the employee’s
job would have been terminated or the employee would have been laid off for
reasons unrelated to the leave or the condition for which the leave was granted.
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(g) An employer may adopt a leave policy more generous than the leave
provided by this section. Nothing in this section shall be construed to diminish
an employer’s obligation to comply with any collective bargaining agreement
or any employment benefit program or plan that provides greater leave rights
than the rights provided by this section. A collective bargaining agreement or
employment benefit program or plan shall not diminish rights provided by this
section. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, an employee may, at
the time a need for leave arises, waive some or all of the rights under this
section, provided that the waiver is informed and voluntary and that any
changes in conditions of employment related to the waiver shall be mutually
agreed upon between the employer and the employee.

(h) Subsection (b) of this section shall not apply to an employer that
provides goods or services to the general public if the employee’s absence
would require the employer to suspend all business operations at a location
that is open to the general public.

* * * Employment Protection for Volunteer First Responders * * *

Sec. 4. 21 V.S.A. § 495o is added to read:

§ 495o. VOLUNTEER EMERGENCY RESPONDERS

(a) As used in this section:

(1) “Emergency medical personnel” shall include “emergency medical
personnel,” “ambulance service,” “emergency medical services,” and “first
responder service” as defined in 24 V.S.A. § 2651.

(2) “Firefighter” shall have the same meaning as in 20 V.S.A. § 3151(3).

(3) “Volunteer emergency responder” means a volunteer firefighter or
volunteer emergency medical personnel.

(b) An employer shall not discharge, discriminate, or retaliate against an
employee because the employee was absent from work to perform duty as a
volunteer emergency responder.

(c) This section shall not apply to:

(1) a public safety agency or provider of emergency medical services if,
as determined by the employer, the employee’s absence would hinder the
availability of public safety or emergency medical services; or

(2) an employer that provides goods or services to the general public if
the employee’s absence would require the employer to suspend all business
operations at a location that is open to the general public.

(d) An employee who is a volunteer emergency responder shall notify his
or her employer at the time of hire or at the time that the employee becomes a
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volunteer emergency responder and shall provide the employer with a written
statement signed by the chief of the volunteer fire department or the
designated director or chief of the ambulance service or emergency medical
services stating that the employee is a volunteer emergency responder.

(e) Nothing in this section shall prohibit an employer from requiring an
employee to provide reasonable notice that the employee is leaving work to
respond to an emergency.

(f)(1) An employer shall not be required to compensate an employee for
time that an employee is absent from employment while performing his or her
duty as a volunteer emergency responder.

(2)(A) An employer may require an employee to use any accrued time
off for time that the employee is absent from work while performing his or her
duty as a volunteer emergency responder, provided that the employer shall
compensate the employee for any accrued time off used at his or her normal
hourly wage rate.

(B) Notwithstanding subdivision (A) of this subdivision (2), an
employer shall not prevent an employee from performing his or her duty as a
volunteer emergency responder due to a lack of accrued time off or paid leave.

* * * Effective Date * * *

Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2018.

(For text see House Journal March 2, 2018 )

H. 806

An act relating to the Southeast State Correctional Facility

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill by striking all after the
enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. SOUTHEAST STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY; REPORT

(a) The Commissioner of Buildings and General Services shall investigate
and analyze options for the future use of the Southeast State Correctional
Facility and the surrounding 118.57 acres of land owned by the Department of
Buildings and General Services. As part of the investigation, the
Commissioner shall consult with the Secretary of Administration and any other
State entities that would have a potential use for the facility or land.

(b) On or before December 15, 2018, the Commissioner of Buildings and
General Services shall submit a report, which shall include an analysis and
recommendations, if any, on the highest and best State use resulting from the
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investigation described in subsection (a) of this section to the House
Committee on Corrections and Institutions, the Senate Committee on
Institutions, and the Chair of the Town of Windsor Selectboard.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

(For text see House Journal March 2, 2018 )

Amendment to be offered by Rep. Connor of Fairfield to H. 806

That the House concur with the Senate Proposal of Amendment with
further proposal of amendment in Sec. 1, Southeast State Correctional Facility;
Report, in subsection (b), by striking out the following: “, if any,”

H. 915

An act relating to the protection of pollinators

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill by striking all after the
enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 6 V.S.A. § 641 is amended to read:

§ 641. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Agricultural seed” includes grass, forage, cereal, oil, fiber, and
other kinds of crop seeds commonly recognized as agricultural seeds, lawn
seeds, and combinations of such seeds, and may include noxious weed seeds
used as agricultural seed.

(2) “Secretary” means the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets
or his or her designee.

(3) “Agency” means the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

(4) “Flower seed” includes seed of herbaceous plants grown for their
blooms, ornamental foliage, or other ornamental parts, and commonly known
and sold under the name of flower seed.

* * *

(7) “Vegetable seeds” include the seeds of those crops which that are
grown in gardens and on truck farms and are generally known and sold under
the name of vegetable or herb seeds in this State.

* * *

(11) “Economic poison” shall have the same meaning as in section 911
of this title.
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(12) “Neonicotinoid pesticide” means any economic poison containing a
chemical belonging to the neonicotinoid class of chemicals, including:

(A) imidacloprid;

(B) nithiazine;

(C) acetamiprid;

(D) clothianidin;

(E) dinotefuran;

(F) thiacloprid;

(G) thiamethoxam; and

(H) any other chemical designated by the Secretary by rule.

(13) “Treated corn or soybean seed” means a corn or soybean seed that
is treated or covered with a neonicotinoid pesticide.

(14) “Untreated corn or soybean seed” means corn or soybean seed that
is not treated with a neonicotinoid pesticide.

Sec. 2. 6 V.S.A. chapter 35, subchapter 3 is added to read:

Subchapter 3. Seed Supply; Untreated Corn or Soybean Seed

§ 650. SEED SUPPLY; UNTREATED CORN OR SOYBEAN SEED

A person who sells treated corn or soybean seed in the State shall offer for
sale untreated corn or soybean seed. As used in this section, “offer for sale”
includes arranging for or taking orders for the delivery of untreated corn or
soybean seed.

Sec. 3. IMPLEMENTATION OF REQUIREMENT TO OFFER
UNTREATED CORN OR SOYBEAN SEED

A person shall be required to offer untreated corn or soybean seed for sale
under 6 V.S.A. § 650 beginning on July 1, 2018 for the purpose of use during
the planting season in 2019.

Sec. 4. AGENCY OF AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND MARKETS REPORT
ON IMPACT OF NEONICOTINOID-TREATED SEEDS ON
POLLINATORS

(a) The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets (Secretary) shall assess
the effect of neonicotinoid-treated seeds on the loss of pollinator populations in
Vermont by independently reviewing claims of pollinator losses by
beekeepers. As part of the assessment, the Secretary shall review the
recommendations of the Pollinator Protection Committee for reducing
pollinator losses that were submitted to the General Assembly in February of
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2017 in the report required under 2016 Acts and Resolves No. 83. On or
before January 15, 2019, the Secretary shall submit to the House Committee
on Agriculture and Forestry and the Senate Committee on Agriculture the
results of the assessment of pollinator losses. The report shall include:

(1) data collected by the Secretary regarding pollinator losses in the
State, provided that the data shall be provided in an aggregated form that does
not disclose the identity of individual persons, households, or businesses from
whom the data were obtained;

(2) the causes of pollinator losses;

(3) an assessment of whether neonicotinoid-treated seeds caused or
contributed to any pollinator losses in Vermont;

(4) a State pollinator protection plan as required by 2016 Acts and
Resolves No. 83; and

(5) recommendations for preventing pollinator losses in Vermont.

(b) As used in this section:

(1) “Economic poison” shall have the same meaning as in 6 V.S.A.
§ 911.

(2) “Neonicotinoid pesticide” means any economic poison containing a
chemical belonging to the neonicotinoid class of chemicals.

(3) “Neonicotinoid-treated seed” means agricultural seed treated with a
neonicotinoid pesticide.

Sec. 5. EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN; PESTICIDES AND POLLINATORS

The Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets shall develop and
implement an educational program to inform users of pesticides in the State of
the effects of pesticides on pollinators and methods or techniques for
mitigating the effects of pesticides on pollinators. The Secretary of
Agriculture, Food and Markets shall conduct the educational program at least
until July 1, 2020.

Sec. 6. 6 V.S.A. § 1101 is amended to read:

§ 1101. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherwise:

* * *

(4) “Economic poison” shall have the meaning stated in subdivision
911(5) of this title.

* * *
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(6) “Pesticide” for the purposes of this chapter shall be used
interchangeably with “economic poison.”

* * *

(8) “Neonicotinoid pesticide” means any economic poison containing a
chemical belonging to the neonicotinoid class of chemicals, including:

(A) imidacloprid;

(B) nithiazine;

(C) acetamiprid;

(D) clothianidin;

(E) dinotefuran;

(F) thiacloprid;

(G) thiamethoxam; and

(H) any other chemical designated by the Secretary by rule.

(9) “Ornamental plants” means any shrub, bush, tree, or other plant used
or intended for a use other than farming as that term is defined in 10 V.S.A.
§ 6001.

Sec. 7. 6 V.S.A. § 1105b is added to read:

§ 1105b. APPLICATION OF NEONICOTINOID PESTICIDES

A person shall not apply neonicotinoid pesticides to ornamental plants in
the State, except:

(1) as authorized by the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets
under a right-of-way permit for the application of pesticides; or

(2) as authorized for application on a golf course regulated by the
Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets.

Sec. 8. EFFECTIVE DATES

This act shall take effect passage, except that Secs. 6 and 7 (neonicotinoid
pesticide application to ornamental plants) shall take effect January 1, 2021.

(For text see House Journal March 13, 2018 )

Amendment to be offered by Rep. Smith of New Haven to H. 915

Representative Smith of New Haven moves that the House concur in the
Senate proposal of amendment with further proposal of amendment by striking
out Secs. 6–8 (ban on application of neonicotinoid pesticide application to
ornamental plants; effective dates) in their entirety and inserting in lieu thereof
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a new Sec. 6 to read as follows:

Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

Action Postponed Until May 3, 2018

S. 267

An act relating to timing of a decree nisi in a divorce proceeding

Pending Action: Shall the report of the committee on Judiciary be
substituted by the Amendment offered by Rep. LaLonde, et al.?

Amendment to be offered by Reps. Lalonde of South Burlington,
Colburn of Burlington, Jessup of Middlesex, Morris of Bennington,
Conquest of Newbury and Grad of Moretown to S. 267

Move to substitute for the report of the Committee on Judiciary by striking
all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following::

Sec. 1. 13 V.S.A. § 9 is amended to read:

§ 9. ATTEMPTS

(a) A Attempts; generally. Except as provided in subsection (d) of this
section, a person who attempts to commit an offense and does an act toward
the commission thereof, but by reason of being interrupted or prevented fails
in the execution of the same, shall be punished as herein provided unless other
express provision is made by law for the punishment of the attempt. If the
offense attempted to be committed is murder, aggravated murder, kidnapping,
arson causing death, human trafficking, aggravated human trafficking,
aggravated sexual assault, or sexual assault, a person shall be punished as the
offense attempted to be committed is by law punishable.

(b) Felonies. If the offense attempted to be committed is a felony other
than those set forth in subsection (a)(d) of this section, a person shall be
punished by the less severe of the following punishments:

(1) imprisonment for not more than 10 years or fined not more than
$10,000.00, or both; or

(2) as the offense attempted to be committed is by law punishable.

(c) Misdemeanors. If the offense attempted to be committed is a
misdemeanor, a person shall be imprisoned or fined, or both, in an amount not
to exceed one-half the maximum penalty for which the offense so attempted to
be committed is by law punishable.

(d) Serious violent felonies.
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(1) If the offense attempted to be committed is murder, aggravated
murder, kidnapping, arson causing death, human trafficking, aggravated
human trafficking, aggravated sexual assault, or sexual assault, the penalty
shall not exceed the maximum penalty for the offense attempted to be
committed, but any presumptive or mandatory minimum penalty applicable to
the offense attempted to be committed shall not apply to an attempt to commit
that offense.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, a person is guilty of
an attempt to commit an offense under this subsection if, with the purpose of
committing the offense, he or she performs any act that is a substantial step
toward the commission of the offense. A “substantial step” is conduct strongly
corroborative of the actor’s intent to complete the commission of the offense
and that advances beyond mere preparation.

(3) Conduct shall not be held to constitute a substantial step under
subdivision (2) of this subsection unless it is strongly corroborative of the
actor’s criminal purpose. Without negating the sufficiency of other conduct,
the following, if strongly corroborative of the actor’s criminal purpose, shall
not be held insufficient as a matter of law:

(A) lying in wait, searching for, or following the contemplated victim
of the crime;

(B) enticing or seeking to entice the contemplated victim of the
crime to go to the place contemplated for the commission of the crime;

(C) reconnoitering the place contemplated for the commission of the
crime;

(D) unlawfully entering a structure, vehicle, or enclosure
contemplated for the commission of the crime;

(E) possessing materials to be employed in the commission of the
crime that are:

(i) specially designed for such unlawful use; or

(ii) that can serve no lawful purpose under the circumstances;

(F) possessing, collecting, or fabricating of materials to be employed
in the commission of the crime, at or near the place contemplated for its
commission, if such possession, collection, or fabrication serves no lawful
purpose of the actor under the circumstances; or

(G) soliciting an innocent agent to engage in conduct constituting an
element of the crime.

(4) Defenses.
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(A) It is no defense to a prosecution under this subsection (d) that the
offense attempted was, under the actual attendant circumstances, factually or
legally impossible of commission, if such offense could have been committed
had the attendant circumstances been as the actor believed them to be.

(B) It shall be an affirmative defense to a charge under this
subsection (d) that the actor abandoned his or her effort to commit the crime or
otherwise prevented its commission, under circumstances manifesting a
complete and voluntary renunciation of his or her criminal purpose. The
establishment of such a defense does not affect the liability of an accomplice
who did not join in such abandonment or prevention. Renunciation of
criminal purpose is not voluntary if it is motivated, in whole or in part, by
circumstances, not present or apparent at the inception of the actor’s course of
conduct, that increase the probability of detection or apprehension or that
make more difficult the accomplishment of the criminal purpose.
Renunciation is not complete if it is motivated by a decision to postpone the
criminal conduct until a more advantageous time or to transfer the criminal
effort to another but similar objective or victim.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

and that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read: “An act relating
to attempts”

NOTICE CALENDAR

Favorable with Amendment

S. 94

An act relating to promoting remote work

Rep. Botzow of Pownal, for the Committee on Commerce and Economic
Development, recommends that the House propose to the Senate that the bill
be amended by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

* * * ThinkVermont Innovation Initiative * * *

Sec. 1. THINKVERMONT INNOVATION INITIATIVE

(a) Purpose.

(1) The ThinkVermont Innovation Initiative is created to respond to the
growth needs of Vermont small businesses with 20 or fewer employees by
funding innovative strategies that accelerate small business growth and meet
the project criteria specified in this section.
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(2) The Initiative shall enable the State to invest in projects with grants
that can be accessed more quickly and with fewer restrictions than traditional
federal initiatives.

(b) Process; grant distribution.

(1) The Secretary of Commerce and Community Development, in
consultation with the Vermont Economic Progress Council shall:

(A) adopt a schedule and process for accepting, reviewing, and
approving grant proposals on a competitive basis;

(B) distribute grants across geographic areas of the State; and

(C) distribute grants across diverse industries, sectors, and business
types, including for-profit and nonprofit organizations.

(2)(A) A grant shall provide funding in only one fiscal year.

(B) A recipient shall be eligible for a grant through the Initiative in
not more than two fiscal years.

(c) Funding; matching requirements.

(1) The Secretary shall reserve not less than 10 percent of the funding
through the Initiative for microgrants of not more than $10,000.00.

(2) The Secretary shall require a grant recipient to provide matching
funds for a grant as follows:

(A) for a microgrant reserved under subdivision (3) of this
subsection, a funding match of 25 percent of the value of the grant; and

(B) for all other grants, a funding match of 100 percent of the value
of the grant.

(d) Eligibility criteria. To be eligible for a grant, a project shall:

(1) provide workforce training that is not eligible for funding through
another State or federal program and that serves an immediate employer need
to fill one or more job vacancies;

(2) enable a business to attract, retain, or support remote workers in
Vermont;

(3) establish or enhance a facility that attracts small companies or
remote workers, or both, including generator and maker spaces, co-working
spaces, remote work hubs, and innovation spaces, with special emphasis on
facilities that promote colocation of nonprofit, for-profit, and government
entities;

(4) enable or support deployment of broadband telecommunications
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connectivity;

(5) leverage economic development funding outside State government,
including the federal New Market Tax Credit program and Small Business
Innovation Research grants;

(6) support growth in Vermont’s aerospace, aviation, or aviation
technology sectors; or

(7) provide technical assistance to support small business growth.

(e) Outcomes; measures. The Secretary shall adopt measures to evaluate a
grant to determine its impact, including job growth measured at one-, three-,
and five-year intervals.

(f) Appropriation. In fiscal year 2019, the amount of $400,000.00 is
appropriated from the General Fund to the Agency of Commerce and
Community Development to implement the ThinkVermont Innovation
Initiative pursuant to this section.

* * * Promoting Remote Work, Maker, and Innovation Spaces * * *

Sec. 2. IMPROVING INFRASTRUCTURE AND SUPPORT FOR REMOTE

WORK IN VERMONT; STUDY; REPORT

(a) The Secretary of Commerce and Community Development, in
consultation with the Commissioners of Labor, of Public Service, and of
Buildings and General Services and other interested stakeholders, shall
identify and examine the infrastructure improvements and other support
needed to:

(1) enable workers and businesses to establish or enhance a remote
presence in Vermont;

(2) build capacity throughout the State to increase access to maker
spaces, co-working spaces, remote work hubs, and innovation spaces; and

(3) support the interconnection of current and future maker spaces, co-
working spaces, remote work hubs, innovation spaces, and regional technical
centers.

(b) On or before January 15, 2019, the Secretary shall submit to the House
Committee on Commerce and Economic Development and the Senate
Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs a written
report detailing his or her findings and recommendations.

Sec. 3. INTEGRATED PUBLIC-PRIVATE STATE WORKSITES

(a) The Secretary of Administration, in consultation with the Secretary of
Commerce and Community Development and the Commissioner of Buildings
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and General Services, shall examine the potential for the State to establish
remote worksites that are available for use by both State employees and remote
workers in the private sector.

(b) The Secretary shall examine the feasibility of and potential funding
models for the worksites, including the opportunity to provide at low- or no-
cost co-working space within State buildings that is currently vacant or
underutilized.

(c) On or before January 15, 2019, the Secretary shall submit a written
report to the House Committee on Commerce and Economic Development and
the Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs detailing his or her findings and any recommendations for legislative
action.

Sec. 4. BROADBAND AVAILABILITY FOR REMOTE WORKERS

On or before January 15, 2019, the Director of Telecommunications and
Connectivity, in consultation with the Agency of Commerce and Community
Development, shall submit with the annual report required by 30 V.S.A.
§ 202e findings and recommendations concerning:

(1) the current availability of broadband service in municipal downtown
centers that do, or could at reasonable cost, support one or more co-working
spaces or similar venues for remote workers and small businesses; and

(2) strategies for expanding and enhancing broadband availability for
such spaces.

* * * Municipalities; Village Center Designation; Electronic Filings * * *

Sec. 5. 24 V.S.A. § 2793 is amended to read:

§ 2793. DESIGNATION OF DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS

* * *

(c) A designation issued under this section shall be effective for eight years
and may be renewed on application by the municipality. The State Board also
shall review a community’s designation every five four years after issuance or
renewal and may review compliance with the designation requirements at
more frequent intervals. On and after July 1, 2014, any Any community
applying for renewal shall explain how the designation under this section has
furthered the goals of the town plan and shall submit an approved town plan
map that depicts the boundary of the designated district. If at any time the
State Board determines that the downtown development district no longer
meets the standards for designation established in subsection (b) of this
section, it may take any of the following actions:
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* * *

Sec. 6. 24 V.S.A. § 2793a is amended to read:

§ 2793a. DESIGNATION OF VILLAGE CENTERS BY STATE BOARD

* * *

(d) The State Board shall review a village center designation every five
eight years and may review compliance with the designation requirements at
more frequent intervals. On and after July 1, 2014, any Any community
applying for renewal shall explain how the designation under this section has
furthered the goals of the town plan and shall submit an approved town plan
map that depicts the boundary of the designated district. If at any time the
State Board determines that the village center no longer meets the standards
for designation established in subsection (a) of this section, it may take any of
the following actions:

* * *

Sec. 7. 24 V.S.A. § 2793b is amended to read:

§ 2793b. DESIGNATION OF NEW TOWN CENTER DEVELOPMENT
DISTRICTS

* * *

(d) A designation issued under this section shall be effective for eight years
and may be renewed on application by the municipality. The State Board also
shall review a new town center designation every five four years after issuance
or renewal and may review compliance with the designation requirements at
more frequent intervals. The State Board may adjust the schedule of review
under this subsection to coincide with the review of a related growth center. If
at any time the State Board determines the new town center no longer meets
the standards for designation established in subsection (b) of this section, it
may take any of the following actions:

* * *

Sec. 8. 24 V.S.A. § 4345b is amended to read:

§ 4345b. INTERMUNICIPAL SERVICE AGREEMENTS

(a)(1) Prior to exercising the authority granted under this section, a
regional planning commission shall:

(A) draft bylaws specifying the process for entering into, method of
withdrawal from, and method of terminating service agreements with
municipalities; and

(B) hold one or more public hearings within the region to hear from
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interested parties and citizens regarding the draft bylaws.

(2) At least 30 days prior to any hearing required under this subsection,
notice of the time and place and a copy of the draft bylaws, with a request for
comments, shall be delivered to the chair of the legislative body of each
municipality within the region, which may be done electronically, provided the
sender has proof of receipt. The regional planning commission shall make
copies available to any individual or organization requesting a copy.

* * *

Sec. 9. 24 V.S.A. § 4348 is amended to read:

§ 4348. ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT OF REGIONAL PLAN

* * *

(c) At least 30 days prior to the first hearing, a copy of the proposed plan
or amendment, with a request for general comments and for specific comments
with respect to the extent to which the plan or amendment is consistent with
the goals established in section 4302 of this title, shall be delivered physically
or electronically with proof of receipt, or sent by certified mail, return receipt
requested, to each of the following:

(1) the chair of the legislative body of each municipality within the
region;

(2) the executive director of each abutting regional planning
commission;

(3) the Department of Housing and Community Development within the
Agency of Commerce and Community Development;

(4) business, conservation, low-income advocacy, and other community
or interest groups or organizations that have requested notice in writing prior
to the date the hearing is warned; and

(5) the Agency of Natural Resources and the Agency of Agriculture,
Food and Markets.

* * *

(e) The regional planning commission may make revisions to the proposed
plan or amendment at any time not less than 30 days prior to the final public
hearing held under this section. If the proposal is changed, a copy of the
proposed change shall be delivered, physically or electronically with proof of
receipt or by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the chairperson chair of
the legislative body of each municipality within the region, and to any
individual or organization requesting a copy, at least 30 days prior to the final
hearing.
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* * *

Sec. 10. 24 V.S.A. § 4352 is amended to read:

§ 4352. OPTIONAL DETERMINATION OF ENERGY COMPLIANCE;

ENHANCED ENERGY PLANNING

* * *

(e) Process for issuing determinations of energy compliance. Review of
whether to issue a determination of energy compliance under this section shall
include a public hearing noticed at least 15 days in advance by direct mail or
electronically with proof of receipt to the requesting regional planning
commission or municipal legislative body, posting on the website of the entity
from which the determination is requested, and publication in a newspaper of
general publication in the region or municipality affected. The Commissioner
or regional planning commission shall issue the determination in writing
within two months of after the receipt of a request for a determination. If the
determination is negative, the Commissioner or regional planning commission
shall state the reasons for denial in writing and, if appropriate, suggest
acceptable modifications. Submissions for a new determination that follow a
negative determination shall receive a new determination within 45 days.

* * *

Sec. 11. 24 V.S.A. § 4384 is amended to read:

§ 4384. PREPARATION OF PLAN; HEARINGS BY PLANNING

COMMISSION

* * *

(e) At least 30 days prior to the first hearing, a copy of the proposed plan
or amendment and the written report shall be delivered physically or
electronically with proof of receipt, or mailed by certified mail, return receipt
requested, to each of the following:

(1) the chairperson chair of the planning commission of each abutting
municipality, or in the absence of any planning commission in an abutting
municipality, to the clerk of that municipality;

(2) the executive director of the regional planning commission of the
area in which the municipality is located;

(3) the department of housing and community affairs Department
of Housing and Community Development within the agency of commerce
and community development Agency of Commerce and Community
Development; and
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(4) business, conservation, low income low-income advocacy, and other
community or interest groups or organizations that have requested notice in
writing prior to the date the hearing is warned.

* * *

Sec. 12. 24 V.S.A. § 4385 is amended to read:

§ 4385. ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT OF PLANS; HEARING BY

LEGISLATIVE BODY

* * *

(c) A plan of a municipality or an amendment thereof shall be adopted by a
majority of the members of its legislative body at a meeting which is held after
the final public hearing. If, however, at a regular or special meeting of the
voters duly warned and held as provided in 17 V.S.A. chapter 55, a
municipality elects to adopt or amend municipal plans by Australian ballot,
that procedure shall then apply unless rescinded by the voters at a regular or
special meeting similarly warned and held. If the proposed plan or amendment
is not adopted so as to take effect within one year of after the date of the final
hearing of the planning commission, it shall be considered rejected by the
municipality. Plans and amendments shall be effective upon adoption, and.
Copies of newly adopted plans and amendments shall be provided to the
regional planning commission and to the commissioner of housing and
community affairs Commissioner of Housing and Community Development
within 30 days of after adoption, which may be done electronically, provided
the sender has proof of receipt. If a municipality wishes its plan or plan
amendment to be eligible for approval under the provisions of section 4350 of
this title, it shall request approval. The request for approval may be before or
after adoption of the plan by the municipality, at the option of the municipality.

* * *

Sec. 13. 24 V.S.A. § 4424 is amended to read:

§ 4424. SHORELANDS; RIVER CORRIDOR PROTECTION AREAS;

FLOOD OR HAZARD AREA; SPECIAL OR FREESTANDING

BYLAWS

(a) Bylaws; flood and other hazard areas; river corridor protection. Any
municipality may adopt freestanding bylaws under this chapter to address
particular hazard areas in conformance with the municipal plan or, for the
purpose of adoption of a flood hazard area bylaw, a local hazard mitigation
plan approved under 44 C.F.R. § 201.6. Such freestanding bylaws may
include the following, which may also be part of zoning or unified
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development bylaws:

(1) Bylaws to regulate development and use along shorelands.

(2) Bylaws to regulate development and use in flood areas, river
corridor protection areas, or other hazard areas. The following shall apply if
flood or other hazard area bylaws are enacted:

* * *

(D)(i) Mandatory provisions. Except as provided in subsection (c) of
this section, all flood and other hazard area bylaws shall provide that no permit
for new construction or substantial improvement shall be granted for a flood or
other hazard area until after both the following:

(I) A copy of the application is mailed or delivered by the
administrative officer or by the appropriate municipal panel to the Agency of
Natural Resources or its designee, which may be done electronically, provided
the sender has proof of receipt.

(II) Either 30 days have elapsed following the mailing or the
Agency or its designee delivers comments on the application.

(ii) The Agency of Natural Resources may delegate to a qualified
representative of a municipality with a flood hazard area bylaw or ordinance or
to a qualified representative for a regional planning commission the Agency’s
authority under this subdivision (a)(2)(D) to review and provide technical
comments on a proposed permit for new construction or substantial
improvement in a flood hazard area. Comments provided by a representative
delegated under this subdivision (a)(2)(D) shall not be binding on a
municipality.

* * *

Sec. 14. 24 V.S.A. § 4441 is amended to read:

§ 4441. PREPARATION OF BYLAWS AND REGULATORY TOOLS;

AMENDMENT OR REPEAL

* * *

(e) At least 15 days prior to the first hearing, a copy of the proposed bylaw,
amendment, or repeal and the written report shall be delivered physically or
electronically with proof of receipt, or mailed by certified mail, return receipt
requested, to each of the following:

(1) The chairperson chair of the planning commission of each abutting
municipality, or in the absence of any planning commission in a municipality,
the clerk of that abutting municipality.
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(2) The executive director of the regional planning commission of the
area in which the municipality is located.

(3) The department of housing and community affairs Department of
Housing and Community Development within the agency of commerce and
community development Agency of Commerce and Community Development.

* * *

Sec. 15. 24 V.S.A. § 4445 is amended to read:

§ 4445. AVAILABILITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF DOCUMENTS

Current copies of plans, bylaws, and capital budgets and programs shall be
available to the public during normal business hours in the office of the clerk
of any municipality in which those plans, bylaws, or capital budgets or
programs have been adopted. The municipality shall provide all final adopted
bylaws, amendments, or repeals to the regional planning commission of the
area in which the municipality is located and to the department of housing and
community affairs Department of Commerce and Community Development,
which may be done electronically, provided the sender has proof of receipt.

* * *

* * * Wastewater and Potable Water Lending * * *

Sec. 16. 24 V.S.A. § 4752 is amended to read:

§ 4752. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

* * *

(13) “Potable water supply facilities” means municipal water sources,
water treatment plants, structures, pipe lines, storage facilities, pumps, and
attendant facilities necessary to develop a source of water and to treat and
convey it in proper quantity and quality for public use within a municipality
has the same meaning as in 10 V.S.A. § 1972.

* * *

(17) “Designer” means a person authorized to design wastewater
systems and potable water supplies as identified in 10 V.S.A. § 1975.

Sec. 17. 24 V.S.A. § 4753 is amended to read:

§ 4753. REVOLVING LOAN FUNDS; AUTHORITY TO SPEND; REPORT

(a) There is hereby established a series of special funds to be known as:

* * *



- 2299 -

(10) The Vermont Wastewater and Potable Water Revolving Loan Fund,
which shall be used to provide loans to individuals, in accordance with section
4763b of this title, for the design and construction of repairs to or replacement
of wastewater systems and potable water supplies when the wastewater system
or potable water supply is a failed system or supply as defined in 10 V.S.A. §
1972, or when a designer demonstrates that the wastewater system or potable
water supply has a high probability of failing. The amount of up to
$275,000.00 from the fees collected pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 2822(j)(4) shall be
deposited on an annual basis into this Fund at the beginning of each fiscal year
to ensure a minimum balance of available funds of $275,000.00 exists for each
fiscal year.

* * *

Sec. 18. 24 V.S.A. § 4763b is amended to read:

§ 4763b. LOANS TO INDIVIDUALS FOR FAILED WASTEWATER

SYSTEMS AND FAILED POTABLE WATER SUPPLIES

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, when the wastewater
system or potable water supply serving only one single-family residence on its
own lot single-family and multifamily residences either meets the definition of
a failed supply or system in 10 V.S.A. § 1972 or is demonstrated by a designer
to have a high probability of failing, the Secretary of Natural Resources may
lend monies to the owner of the residence an owner of one or more of the
residences from the Vermont Wastewater and Potable Water Revolving Loan
Fund established in section 4753 of this title. In such cases, the following
conditions shall apply:

(1) loans a loan may only be made to households with an owner with a
household income equal to or less than 200 percent of the State average
median household income;

(2) loans a loan may only be made to households where the recipient of
the loan resides in the residence an owner who resides in one of the residences
served by the failed supply or system on a year-round basis;

(3) loans a loan may only be made if the owner of the residence to an
owner who has been denied financing for the repair, replacement, or
construction due to involuntary disconnection by at least one other financing
entity;

(4) when the failed supply or system also serves residences owned by
persons other than the loan applicant, a loan may only be made for an
equitable share of the cost to repair or replace the failed supply or system that
is determined through agreement of all of the owners of residences served by
the failed system or supply;
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(5) no construction loan shall be made to an individual under this
subsection, nor shall any part of any revolving loan made under this subsection
be expended, until all of the following take place:

(A) the Secretary of Natural Resources determines that if a
wastewater system and potable water supply permit is necessary for the design
and construction of the project to be financed by the loan, the permit has been
issued to the owner of the failed system or supply; and

(B) the individual applying for the loan certifies to the Secretary of
Natural Resources that the proposed project has secured all State and federal
permits, licenses, and approvals necessary to construct and operate the project
to be financed by the loan;

(5)(6) all funds from the repayment of loans made under this section
shall be deposited into the Vermont Wastewater and Potable Water Revolving
Loan Fund.

(b) The Secretary of Natural Resources shall establish standards, policies,
and procedures as necessary for the implementation of this section. The
Secretary may establish criteria to extend the payment period of a loan or to
waive all or a portion of the loan amount.

* * * Rural Economic Development Districts * * *

Sec. 19. 24 V.S.A. § 5704 is amended to read:

§ 5704. GOVERNING BOARD; COMPOSITION; MEETINGS; REPORT

(a) Governing board. The legislative power and authority of a district and
the administration and the general supervision of all fiscal, prudential, and
governmental affairs of a district shall be vested in a governing board, except
as otherwise specifically provided in this chapter.

(b) Composition. The first governing board of the district shall consist of
four to eight members appointed in equal numbers by the legislative bodies of
the underlying municipalities. It The board shall draft the district’s bylaws
specifying the size, composition, quorum requirements, and manner of
appointing and removing members to the permanent governing board,
including nonvoting, at-large board members. The bylaws shall require that a
majority of the board shall be appointed annually by the legislative bodies of
the underlying municipalities appoint board members and fill board member
vacancies. Board members appointed by the underlying municipalities may
appoint additional, nonvoting, at-large board members and fill at-large board
member vacancies. Board members, including at-large members, are not
required to be residents of an underlying municipality. However, a majority of
the board shall be residents of an underlying municipality. Board members
shall serve staggered, three-year terms, and shall be eligible to serve successive
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terms. The legislative bodies of the municipalities in which the district is
located shall fill board vacancies, and may remove board members at will. At-
large board members shall serve one-year terms, and shall be eligible to serve
successive terms. Any bylaws developed by the governing board under this
subsection shall be submitted for approval to the legislative bodies of the
municipalities within the district and shall be considered duly adopted 45 days
from after the date of submission, provided none of the legislative bodies
disapprove of the bylaws.

(c) First meeting. The first meeting of the district shall be called upon
30 days’ posted and published notice by a presiding officer of a legislative
body in which the district is located. Voters within a municipality in which the
district is located are eligible to vote at annual and special district meetings.
At the first meeting of the district, and at each subsequent annual meeting,
there shall be elected from among board members a chair, vice chair, clerk,
and treasurer who shall assume their respective offices upon election. At the
first meeting, the fiscal year of the district shall be established and rules of
parliamentary procedure shall be adopted. The board shall elect from among
its members a chair, vice chair, clerk, and treasurer. The board shall establish
the fiscal year of the district and shall adopt rules of parliamentary procedure.
Prior to assuming their offices, officers may be required to post bond in such
amounts as determined by resolution of the board. The cost of such bond shall
be borne by the district.

(d) Annual and special meetings. Unless otherwise established by the
voters, the annual district meeting shall be held on the second Monday in
January and shall be warned by the clerk or, in the clerk’s absence or neglect,
by a member of the board. Special meetings shall be warned in the same
manner on application in writing by five percent of the voters of the district.
A warning for a district meeting shall state the business to be transacted. The
time and place of holding the meeting shall be posted in two or more public
places in the district not more than 40 days nor less than 30 days before the
meeting and recorded in the office of the clerk before the same is posted.

(e) Annual report. The district shall report annually to the legislative
bodies and the citizens of the municipalities in which the district is located on
the results of its activities in support of economic growth, job creation,
improved community efficiency, and any other benefits incident to its
activities.

(f) Definition. For purposes of this section and section 5709 of this
chapter, after a district has been established pursuant to section 5702 of this
chapter, “voter” means a board member or subscriber or customer of a service
provided by the district. “Voter” does not mean an at-large board member
unless the vote is taken at an annual or special meeting and the at-large board
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member is a subscriber or customer of a service provided by the district.

Sec. 20. 24 V.S.A. § 5705 is amended to read:

§ 5705. OFFICERS

(a) Generally. The district board shall elect at its first meeting and at each
annual meeting thereafter a chair, vice chair, clerk, and treasurer, who shall
hold office until the next annual meeting and until others are elected. The
board may fill a vacancy in any office.

(b) Chair. The chair shall preside at all meetings of the board and make
and sign all contracts on behalf of the district upon approval by the board. The
chair shall perform all duties incident to the position and office as required by
the general laws of the State.

(c) Vice chair. During the absence of or inability of the chair to render or
perform his or her duties or exercise his or her powers, the same shall be
performed and exercised by the vice chair, and when so acting, the vice chair
shall have all the powers and be subject to all the responsibilities given to or
imposed upon the chair. During the absence or inability of the vice chair to
render or perform his or her duties or exercise his or her powers, the board
shall elect from among its members an acting vice chair who shall have the
powers and be subject to all the responsibilities given to or imposed upon the
vice chair.

(d) Clerk. The clerk shall keep a record of the meetings, votes, and
proceedings of the district for the inspection of its inhabitants.

(e) Treasurer. The treasurer of the district shall be appointed elected by the
board, and shall serve at its pleasure. The treasurer shall have the exclusive
charge and custody of the funds of the district and shall be the disbursing
officer of the district. When warrants are authorized by the board, the
treasurer may sign, make, or endorse in the name of the district all checks and
orders for the payment of money and pay out and disburse the same and
receipt therefor. The treasurer shall keep a record of every obligation issued
and contract entered into by the district and of every payment made. The
treasurer shall keep correct books of account of all the business and
transactions of the district and such other books and accounts as the board may
require. The treasurer shall render a statement of the condition of the finances
of the district at each regular meeting of the board and at such other times as
required of the treasurer. The treasurer shall prepare the annual financial
statement and the budget of the district for distribution, upon approval of the
board, to the legislative bodies of district members. Upon the treasurer’s
termination from office by virtue of removal or resignation, the treasurer shall
immediately pay over to his or her successor all of the funds belonging to the
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district and at the same time deliver to the successor all official books and
papers.

* * * Effective Date * * *

Sec. 21. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2018.

(Committee vote: 7-0-4 )

(For text see Senate Journal March 23, 2018 )

S. 197

An act relating to liability for toxic substance exposures or releases

Rep. Morris of Bennington, for the Committee on Judiciary, recommends
that the House propose to the Senate that the bill be amended by striking all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 12 V.S.A. chapter 219 is added to read:

CHAPTER 219. MEDICAL MONITORING DAMAGES

§ 7201. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Disease” means any disease, ailment, or adverse physiological or
chemical change linked with exposure to a toxic substance.

(2) “Exposure” means ingestion, inhalation, contact with the skin or
eyes, or any other physical contact.

(3) “Facility” means all contiguous land, structures, other
appurtenances, and improvements on the land where toxic substances are
manufactured, processed, used, or stored. A facility may consist of several
treatment, storage, or disposal operational units. A facility shall not include
land, structures, other appurtenances, and improvements on the land owned by
a municipality.

(4) “Farming” shall have the same meaning as in 10 V.S.A. § 6001.

(5) “Large user of toxic substances” means, at the time of the release,
the owner or operator of a facility that employs 10 or more employees, has a
Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) Code, and manufactures, processes, or
otherwise uses, exclusive of sales or distribution, more than 1,000 pounds of
one or more, or a combination of, toxic substances per year.

(6) “Medical monitoring damages” means the cost of medical tests or
procedures and related expenses incurred for the purpose of detecting latent
disease resulting from exposure.
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(7) “Pesticide” shall have the same meaning as in 6 V.S.A. § 1101.

(8) “Release” means any intentional or unintentional, permitted or
unpermitted, act or omission that allows a toxic substance to enter the air, land,
surface water, or groundwater.

(9) “Sport shooting range” shall have the same meaning as in section
5227 of this title.

(10)(A) “Toxic substance” means any substance, mixture, or compound
that has the capacity to produce personal injury or illness to humans through
ingestion, inhalation, or absorption through any body surface and that satisfies
one or more of the following:

(i) the substance, mixture, or compound is listed on the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency Consolidated List of Chemicals Subject to
the Emergency Planning and Community Right-To-Know Act, Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act, and Section 112(r)
of the Clean Air Act;

(ii) the substance, mixture, or compound is defined as a
“hazardous material” under 10 V.S.A. § 6602 or under rules adopted under
10 V.S.A. chapter 159;

(iii) testing has produced evidence, recognized by the National
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health or the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, that the substance, mixture, or compound poses acute or
chronic health hazards;

(iv) the Department of Health has issued a public health advisory
for the substance, mixture, or compound; or

(v) the Secretary of Natural Resources has designated the
substance, mixture, or compound as a hazardous waste under 10 V.S.A.
chapter 159; or

(vi) the substance, when released, can be shown by expert
testimony to pose a potential threat to human health or the environment.

(B) “Toxic substance” shall not mean:

(i) a pesticide when applied consistent with good practice
conducted in conformity with federal, State, and local laws, rules, and
regulations and according to manufacturer’s instructions;

(ii) manure or nutrients applied to land by a person engaged in
farming according to the requirements of 6 V.S.A. chapter 215; or

(iii) lead ammunition or components thereof discharged, used, or
stored at a sport shooting range implementing a lead management plan
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approved by the Agency of Natural Resources.

§ 7202. MEDICAL MONITORING DAMAGES FOR EXPOSURE TO

TOXIC SUBSTANCES

(a) A person with or without a present injury or disease shall have a cause
of action for medical monitoring damages against a large user of toxic
substances who released a substance, mixture, or compound that meets the
definition of toxic substance under section 7201 of this title and all of the
following are demonstrated by a preponderance of the evidence:

(1) The person was exposed to the toxic substance at greater than
normal background concentration levels;

(2) The exposure was the result of tortious conduct by the large user of
toxic substances who released the toxic substance, including conduct that
constitutes negligence, battery, strict liability, trespass, or nuisance;

(3) As a proximate result of the exposure, the person has a greater risk
than the general public of contracting a latent disease. A person does not need
to prove that the latent disease is certain or likely to develop as a result of the
exposure.

(4) Diagnostic testing is reasonably necessary. Testing is reasonably
necessary if a physician would prescribe testing for the purpose of detecting or
monitoring the latent disease.

(5) Medical tests or procedures exist to detect the latent disease.

(b) A court shall place the award of medical monitoring damages into a
court-supervised program administered by a medical professional.

(c) If a court places an award of medical monitoring damages into a court-
supervised program pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, the court shall
also award to the plaintiff reasonable attorney’s fees and other litigation costs
reasonably incurred.

(d) Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to preclude the pursuit of any
other civil or injunctive remedy available under statute or common law,
including the right of any person to recover for damages related to the
manifestation of a latent disease. The remedies in this chapter are in addition
to those provided by existing statutory or common law.

(e) This section does not preclude a court from certifying a class action for
medical monitoring damages.

Sec. 2. WEBSITE; LINKS TO LIST OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES

The Commissioner of Health shall maintain on the Department of Health
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website a link to each of the lists of substances, mixtures, or compounds
referenced in the definition of “toxic substance” under 12 V.S.A. § 7201.

* * * Effective Date * * *

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2018.

(Committee vote: 7-4-0 )

(For text see Senate Journal March 14, 16, 20, 2018 )

S. 222

An act relating to miscellaneous judiciary procedures

Rep. Jessup of Middlesex, for the Committee on Judiciary, recommends
that the House propose to the Senate that the bill be amended by striking all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 10 V.S.A. § 8007(c) is amended to read:

(c) An assurance of discontinuance shall be in writing and signed by the
respondent and shall specify the statute or regulation alleged to have been
violated. The assurance of discontinuance shall be simultaneously filed with
the Attorney General and the Environmental Division. The Secretary or the
Natural Resources Board shall post a final draft assurance of discontinuance to
its website and shall provide a final draft assurance of discontinuance to a
person upon request. When signed by the Environmental Division, the
assurance shall become a judicial order. Upon motion by the Attorney General
made within 10 14 days of after the date the assurance is signed by the
Division and upon a finding that the order is insufficient to carry out the
purposes of this chapter, the Division shall vacate the order.

Sec. 2. 12 V.S.A. § 1 is amended to read:

§ 1. RULES OF PLEADING, PRACTICE, AND PROCEDURE; FORMS

The Supreme Court is empowered to prescribe and amend from time to
time general rules with respect to pleadings, practice, evidence, procedure, and
forms for all actions and proceedings in all courts of this State. The rules thus
prescribed or amended shall not abridge, enlarge, or modify any substantive
rights of any person provided by law. The rules when initially prescribed or
any amendments thereto, including any repeal, modification, or addition, shall
take effect on the date provided by the Supreme Court in its order of
promulgation, unless objected to by the Joint Legislative Committee on
Judicial Rules as provided by this chapter. If objection is made by the Joint
Legislative Committee on Judicial Rules, the initially prescribed rules in
question shall not take effect until they have been reported to the General
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Assembly by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court at any regular, adjourned,
or special session thereof, and until after the expiration of 45 legislative days
of that session, including the date of the filing of the report. The General
Assembly may repeal, revise, or modify any rule or amendment thereto, and
its action shall not be abridged, enlarged, or modified by subsequent rule.

Sec. 3. 12 V.S.A. § 2 is amended to read:

§ 2. DEFINITIONS

As used in sections 3 and 4 of this chapter:

(1) “Adopting authority” means the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
or the administrative judge Chief Superior Judge, where appropriate;.

(2) “Court” means the Supreme Court, except in those instances where
the statutes permit rules to be adopted by the administrative judge Chief
Superior Judge, in which case, the word “court” means the administrative
judge; Chief Superior Judge.

* * *

Sec. 4. 12 V.S.A. § 701 is amended to read:

§ 701. SUMMONS

(a) Any law enforcement officer authorized to serve criminal process or a
State’s Attorney may summon a person who commits an offense to appear
before Superior Court by a summons in such form as prescribed by the Court
Administrator, stating the time when, and the place where, the person shall
appear, signed by the enforcement officer or State’s Attorney and delivered to
the person.

* * *

(d) A person who does not so appear in response to a summons for a traffic
offense as defined in 23 V.S.A. § 2201 shall be fined not more than $100.00.
[Repealed.]

Sec. 5. 12 V.S.A. § 3125 is amended to read:

§ 3125. PAYMENT OF TRUSTEE’S CLAIM BY CREDITOR

When it appears that personal property in the hands of a person summoned
as a trustee is mortgaged, pledged, or liable for the payment of a debt due to
him or her, the court may allow the attaching creditor to pay or tender the
amount due to the trustee, and he or she shall thereupon deliver such property,
as hereinbefore provided in this subchapter, to the officer holding the
execution.

Sec. 6. 12 V.S.A. § 3351 is amended to read:
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§ 3351. ATTACHMENT, TAKING IN EXECUTION, AND SALE

Personal property not exempt from attachment, subject to a mortgage,
pledge, or lien, may be attached, taken in execution, and sold as the property
of the mortgagor, pledgor, or general owner, in the same manner as other
personal property, except as hereinafter otherwise provided in this subchapter.

Sec. 7. 18 V.S.A. § 4245 is amended to read:

§ 4245. REMISSION OR MITIGATION OF FORFEITURE

(a) On petition filed within 90 days of after completion of a forfeiture
proceeding, the claims commission established in 32 V.S.A. § 931 a court that
issued a forfeiture order pursuant to section 4244 of this title may order that
the forfeiture be remitted or mitigated. The petition shall be sworn, and shall
include all information necessary for its resolution or shall describe where
such information can be obtained. Upon receiving a petition, the claims
commission court shall investigate and may conduct a hearing if in its
judgment it would be helpful to resolution of the petition. The claims
commission court shall either grant or deny the petition within 90 days.

(b) The claims commission court may remit or mitigate a forfeiture upon
finding that relief should be granted to avoid extreme hardship or upon finding
that the petitioner has a valid, good faith interest in the property which is not
held through a straw purchase, trust, or otherwise for the benefit of another
and that the petitioner did not at any time have knowledge or reason to believe
that the property was being or would be used in violation of the law.

Sec. 8. 18 V.S.A. § 4474g(b) is amended to read:

(b) Prior to acting on an application for a Registry identification card, the
Department shall obtain with respect to the applicant a Vermont criminal
history record, an out-of-state criminal history record, and a criminal history
record from the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Each applicant shall consent
to the release of criminal history records to the Department on forms
developed by the Vermont Crime Information Center. A fingerprint-supported,
out-of-state criminal history record and a criminal history record from the
Federal Bureau of Investigation shall be required only every three years for
renewal of a card for a dispensary owner, principal, and financier.

Sec. 9. REPEAL

2017 Acts and Resolves No. 11, Sec. 60 (amending 32 V.S.A. § 5412) is
repealed.

Sec. 10. 3 V.S.A. § 163 is amended to read:

§ 163. JUVENILE COURT DIVERSION PROJECT
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(a) The Attorney General shall develop and administer a juvenile court
diversion project for the purpose of assisting juveniles charged with delinquent
acts. Rules which were adopted by the Vermont Commission on the
Administration of Justice to implement the juvenile court diversion project
shall be adapted by the Attorney General to the programs and projects
established under this section. In consultation with the diversion programs, the
Attorney General shall adopt a policies and procedures manual in compliance
with this section.

(b) The diversion project program administered by the Attorney General
shall encourage the development support the operation of diversion projects
programs in local communities through grants of financial assistance to, or by
contracting for services with, municipalities, private groups, or other local
organizations. The Attorney General may require local financial contributions
as a condition of receipt of project grants funding.

* * *

(i) Notwithstanding subdivision (c)(1) of this section, the diversion
program may accept cases from the Youth Substance Abuse Safety Program
pursuant to 7 V.S.A. § 656 or 18 V.S.A. § 4230b. The confidentiality
provisions of this section shall become effective when a notice of violation is
issued under 7 V.S.A. § 656(b) or 18 V.S.A. § 4230b(b), and shall remain in
effect unless the person fails to register with or complete the Youth Substance
Abuse Safety Program.

Sec. 11. 3 V.S.A. § 164 is amended to read:

§ 164. ADULT COURT DIVERSION PROGRAM

(a) The Attorney General shall develop and administer an adult court
diversion program in all counties. The program shall be operated through the
juvenile diversion project. The In consultation with diversion programs, the
Attorney General shall adopt only such rules as are necessary to establish an
adult court diversion program for adults a policies and procedures manual, in
compliance with this section.

* * *

(c) The program shall encourage the development support the operation of
diversion programs in local communities through grants of financial assistance
to, or contracts for services with, municipalities, private groups, or other local
organizations. The Attorney General may require local financial contributions
as a condition of receipt of program grants funding.

* * *

(e) All adult court diversion programs receiving financial assistance from
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the Attorney General shall adhere to the following provisions:

(1) The diversion program shall accept only persons against whom
charges have been filed and the court has found probable cause, but are not yet
adjudicated. The prosecuting attorney may refer a person to diversion either
before or after arraignment and shall notify in writing the diversion program
and the court of his or her intention to refer the person to diversion. The
matter shall become confidential when notice is provided to the court. If a
person is charged with a qualifying crime as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 7601(4)(A)
and the crime is a misdemeanor, the prosecutor shall provide the person with
the opportunity to participate in the court diversion program unless the
prosecutor states on the record at arraignment or a subsequent hearing why a
referral to the program would not serve the ends of justice. If the prosecuting
attorney refers a case to diversion, the prosecuting attorney may release
information to the victim upon a showing of legitimate need and subject to an
appropriate protective agreement defining the purpose for which the
information is being released and in all other respects maintaining the
confidentiality of the information; otherwise files held by the court, the
prosecuting attorney, and the law enforcement agency related to the charges
shall be confidential and shall remain confidential unless:

(A) the Board diversion program declines to accept the case;

(B) the person declines to participate in diversion;

(C) the Board diversion program accepts the case, but the person
does not successfully complete diversion; or

(D) the prosecuting attorney recalls the referral to diversion.

* * *

(5) All information gathered in the course of the adult diversion process
shall be held strictly confidential and shall not be released without the
participant’s prior consent (except that research and reports that do not require
or establish the identity of individual participants are allowed).

* * *

(7)(A) The Irrespective of whether a record was expunged, the adult
court diversion program shall maintain sufficient records so that the reasons
for success or failure of the program in particular cases and overall can be
investigated by program staff. These records shall include a centralized
statewide filing system that will include the following information about
individuals who have successfully completed an adult court diversion program:

(i) name and date of birth;

(ii) offense charged and date of offense;
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(iii) place of residence;

(iv) county where diversion process took place; and

(v) date of completion of diversion process.

(B) These records shall not be available to anyone other than the
participant and his or her attorney, State’s Attorneys, the Attorney General,
and directors of adult court diversion programs.

(C) Notwithstanding subdivision (B) of this subdivision (e)(7), the
Attorney General shall, upon request, provide to a participant or his or her
attorney sufficient documentation to show that the participant successfully
completed diversion.

* * *

(g)(1) Within 30 days of after the two-year anniversary of a successful
completion of adult diversion, the court shall provide notice to all parties of
record of the court’s intention to order the sealing expungement of all court
files and records, law enforcement records other than entries in the adult court
diversion program’s centralized filing system, fingerprints, and photographs
applicable to the proceeding. The court shall give the State’s Attorney an
opportunity for a hearing to contest the sealing expungement of the records.
The court shall seal expunge the records if it finds:

(1)(A) two years have elapsed since the successful completion of the
adult diversion program by the participant and the dismissal of the case by the
State’s Attorney;

(2)(B) the participant has not been convicted of a subsequent felony
or misdemeanor during the two-year period, and no proceedings are pending
seeking such conviction; and

(3)(C) rehabilitation of the participant has been attained to the
satisfaction of the court; and

(D) the participant does not owe restitution related to the case under
a contract executed with the Restitution Unit.

(2) The court may expunge any records that were sealed pursuant to this
subsection prior to July 1, 2018 unless the State’s Attorney’s office that
prosecuted the case objects. Thirty days prior to expunging a record pursuant
to this subdivision, the court shall provide written notice of its intent to
expunge the record to the State’s Attorney’s office that prosecuted the case.

(3)(A) The court shall keep a special index of cases that have been
expunged pursuant to this section together with the expungement order. The
index shall list only the name of the person convicted of the offense, his or her
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date of birth, the docket number, and the criminal offense that was the subject
of the expungement.

(B) The special index and related documents specified in subdivision
(A) of this subdivision (3) shall be confidential and shall be physically and
electronically segregated in a manner that ensures confidentiality and that
limits access to authorized persons.

(C) Inspection of the expungement order and the certificate may be
permitted only upon petition by the person who is the subject of the case. The
Chief Superior Judge may permit special access to the index and the
documents for research purposes pursuant to the rules for public access to
court records.

(D) The Court Administrator shall establish policies for
implementing this subsection (g).

(h) Upon Except as otherwise provided in this section, upon the entry of an
order sealing such expunging files and records under this section, the
proceedings in the matter under this section shall be considered never to have
occurred, all index references thereto shall be deleted, and the participant, the
court, and law enforcement officers and departments shall reply to any request
for information that no record exists with respect to such participant inquiry in
any matter. Copies of the order shall be sent to each agency or official named
therein.

(i) Inspection of the files and records included in the order may thereafter
be permitted by the court only upon petition by the participant who is the
subject of such records, and only to those persons named therein. [Repealed.]

(j) The process of automatically sealing expunging records as provided in
this section shall only apply to those persons who completed diversion on or
after July 1, 2002. Any person who completed diversion prior to July 1, 2002
must apply to the court to have his or her records sealed expunged. Sealing
Expungement shall occur if the requirements of subsection (g) of this section
are met.

* * *

(k) Subject to the approval of the The Attorney General, in consultation
with the Vermont Association of Court Diversion Programs, may develop and
administer programs to assist persons under this section charged with
delinquent, criminal, and civil offenses.

(l) Notwithstanding subdivision (e)(1) of this section, the diversion
program may accept cases from the Youth Substance Abuse Safety Program
pursuant to 7 V.S.A. § 656 or 18 V.S.A. § 4230b. The confidentiality
provisions of this section shall become effective when a notice of violation is
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issued under 7 V.S.A. § 656(b) or 18 V.S.A. § 4230b(b), and shall remain in
effect unless the person fails to register with or complete the Youth Substance
Abuse Safety Program.

Sec. 12. 13 V.S.A. § 15 is added to read:

§ 15. USE OF VIDEO

(a) Except as provided by subsection (b) of this section, proceedings
governed by Rules 5 and 10 of the Vermont Rules of Criminal Procedure and
chapter 229 of this title shall be in person and on the record, and shall not be
performed by video conferencing or other electronic means until the Defender
General and the Executive Director of the Department of Sheriffs and State’s
Attorneys execute a joint certification that the video conferencing program in
use by the court at the site where the proceeding occurs adequately ensures
attorney-client confidentiality and the client’s meaningful participation in the
proceeding.

(b) A proceeding at which subsection (a) of this section applies may be
performed by video conferencing if counsel for the defendant or a defendant
not represented by counsel consents.

Sec. 13. 13 V.S.A. § 2301 is amended to read:

§ 2301. MURDER-DEGREES DEFINED

Murder committed by means of poison, or by lying in wait, or by wilful
willful, deliberate, and premeditated killing, or committed in perpetrating or
attempting to perpetrate arson, sexual assault, aggravated sexual assault,
kidnapping, robbery, or burglary, shall be murder in the first degree. All other
kinds of murder shall be murder in the second degree.

Sec. 14. 15 V.S.A. § 554 is amended to read:

§ 554. DECREES NISI

(a) A decree of divorce from the bonds of matrimony in the first instance,
shall be a decree nisi and shall become absolute at the expiration of three
months 90 days from the entry thereof but, in its discretion, the court which
that grants the divorce may fix an earlier date upon which the decree shall
become absolute. If one of the parties dies prior to the expiration of the nisi
period, the decree shall be deemed absolute immediately prior to death.

(b) Either party may file any post-trial motions under the Vermont Rules of
Civil Procedure. The time within which any such motion shall be filed shall
run from the date of entry of the decree of divorce and not from the date the
nisi period expires. The court shall retain jurisdiction to hear and decide the
motion after expiration of the nisi period. A decree of divorce shall constitute
a civil judgment under the Vermont Rules of Civil Procedure.
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(c) If the stated term at which the decree nisi was entered has adjourned
when a motion is filed, the presiding judge of the stated term shall have power
to hear and determine the matter and make new decree therein as fully as the
court might have done in term time; but, in the judge’s discretion, the judge
may strike off the decree and continue the cause to the next stated term.

Sec. 15. 18 V.S.A. § 4230f(f) is amended to read:

(f) This section shall not apply to a dispensary that lawfully provides
marijuana to a registered patient or caregiver or to a registered caregiver who
provides marijuana to a registered patient pursuant to chapter 86 of this title.

Sec. 16. 20 V.S.A. § 3903 is amended to read:

§ 3903. ANIMAL SHELTERS AND RESCUE ORGANIZATIONS

(a) [Repealed.]

(b) Animal intake. An animal shelter or rescue organization under this
chapter shall not accept an animal unless the person transferring the animal to
the shelter provides as defined by section 3901 of this title shall make every
effort to collect the following information about an animal it accepts: the
name and address of the person transferring the animal and, if known, the
name of the animal, its vaccination history, and other information concerning
the background, temperament, and health of the animal.

(c) Nonprofit status. A rescue organization under this chapter shall be
recognized and approved as a nonprofit organization under 26 U.S.C.
§ 501(c)(3).

(d) Immunity from liability. Notwithstanding section 3901a of this title,
any animal shelter or rescue organization assisting law enforcement in an
animal cruelty investigation or seizure that, in good faith, provides care and
treatment to an animal involved in the investigation or seizure shall not be held
liable for civil damages by the owner of the animal unless the actions of the
shelter or organization constitute gross negligence.

Sec. 17. EARNED GOOD TIME; REPORT

On or before November 15, 2018, the Commissioner of Corrections, in
consultation with the Chief Superior Judge, the Attorney General, the
Executive Director of the Department of Sheriffs and State’s Attorneys, and
the Defender General, shall report to the Senate and House Committees on
Judiciary, the Senate Committee on Institutions, and the House Committee on
Corrections and Institutions on the advisability and feasibility of reinstituting a
system of earned good time for persons under the supervision of the
Department of Corrections.

Sec. 18. EFFECTIVE DATES
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This act shall take effect on passage, except that Sec. 15 shall take effect on
July 2. 2018.

(Committee vote: 11-0-0 )

(For text see Senate Journal March 14, 2018 )

S. 234

An act relating to adjudicating all teenagers in the Family Division, except
those charged with a serious violent felony

Rep. Grad of Moretown, for the Committee on Judiciary, recommends
that the House propose to the Senate that the bill be amended by striking all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

* * * Findings * * *

Sec. 1. 33 V.S.A. § 5101a is added to read:

§ 5101a. JUVENILE JUSTICE LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS

(a) The General Assembly finds and declares as public policy that an
effective juvenile justice system: protects public safety; connects youths and
young adults to age-appropriate services that reduce the risk of reoffense; and,
when appropriate, shields youths from the adverse impact of a criminal record.

(b) In order to accomplish these goals, the system should be based on the
implementation of data-driven evidence-based practices that offer a broad
range of alternatives, such that the degree of intervention is commensurate
with the risk of reoffense.

(c) High-intensity interventions with low-risk offenders not only decrease
program effectiveness, but are contrary to the goal of public safety in that they
increase the risk of recidivism. An effective youth justice system includes pre-
charge options that keep low-risk offenders out of the criminal justice system
altogether.

* * * Expungement * * *

Sec. 2. 13 V.S.A. § 7609 is added to read:

§ 7609. EXPUNGEMENT OF CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORDS OF AN

INDIVIDUAL 18-21 YEARS OF AGE

(a) Procedure. Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, the
record of the criminal proceedings for an individual who was 18-21 years of
age at the time the individual committed a qualifying crime shall be expunged
within 30 days after the date on which the individual successfully completed
the terms and conditions of the sentence for the conviction of the qualifying
crime, absent a finding of good cause by the court. The court shall issue an
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order to expunge all records and files related to the arrest, citation,
investigation, charge, adjudication of guilt, criminal proceedings, and
probation related to the sentence. A copy of the order shall be sent to each
agency, department, or official named in the order. Thereafter, the court, law
enforcement officers, agencies, and departments shall reply to any request for
information that no record exists with respect to such individual.
Notwithstanding this subsection, the record shall not be expunged until
restitution has been paid in full.

(b) Exceptions.

(1) A criminal record that includes both qualifying and nonqualifying
offenses shall not be eligible for expungement pursuant to this section.

(2) The Vermont Crime Information Center shall retain a special index
of sentences for sex offenses that require registration pursuant to chapter 167,
subchapter 3 of this title. This index shall only list the name and date of birth
of the subject of the expunged files and records, the offense for which the
subject was convicted, and the docket number of the proceeding that was the
subject of the expungement. The special index shall be confidential and shall
be accessed only by the Director of the Vermont Crime Information Center and
an individual designated for the purpose of providing information to the
Department of Corrections in the preparation of a presentence investigation in
accordance with 28 V.S.A. §§ 204 and 204a.

Sec. 3. 13 V.S.A. § 7606 is amended to read:

§ 7606. EFFECT OF EXPUNGEMENT

* * *

(d)(1) The court may shall keep a special index of cases that have been
expunged together with the expungement order and the certificate issued
pursuant to section 7602 or 7603 of this title this chapter. The index shall list
only the name of the person convicted of the offense, his or her date of birth,
the docket number, and the criminal offense that was the subject of the
expungement.

(2) The special index and related documents specified in subdivision (1)
of this subsection shall be confidential and shall be physically and
electronically segregated in a manner that ensures confidentiality and that
limits access to authorized persons.

(3) Inspection of the expungement order and the certificate may be
permitted only upon petition by the person who is the subject of the case or by
the court if the court finds that inspection of the documents is necessary to
serve the interest of justice. The Administrative Judge may permit special
access to the index and the documents for research purposes pursuant to the
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rules for public access to court records.

(4) All other court documents in a case that are subject to an
expungement order shall be destroyed.

(5) The Court Administrator shall establish policies for implementing
this subsection.

(e) Upon receiving an inquiry from any person regarding an expunged
record, an entity shall respond that “NO RECORD EXISTS.”

Sec. 4. 33 V.S.A. § 3309 is added to read:

§ 3309. COMPLIANCE WITH THE JUVENILE JUSTICE AND

DELINQUENCY PREVENTION ACT

The Department for Children and Families, within the Agency of Human
Services, is the State agency designated for supervising the preparation and
administration of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act State
Plan and is also designated as the State agency responsible for monitoring and
data collection for purposes of compliance with the Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention Act.

Sec. 5. 33 V.S.A. § 5103 is amended to read:

§ 5103. JURISDICTION

(a) The Family Division of the Superior Court shall have exclusive
jurisdiction over all proceedings concerning a child who is or who is alleged to
be a delinquent child or a child in need of care or supervision brought under
the authority of the juvenile judicial proceedings chapters, except as otherwise
provided in such chapters.

* * *

(c)(1) Except as otherwise provided by this title and by subdivision (2) of
this subsection, jurisdiction over a child shall not be extended beyond the
child’s 18th birthday.

(2)(A) Jurisdiction over a child who has been adjudicated delinquent
with a pending delinquency may be extended until six months beyond the
child’s 19th birthday if the child was 16 or 17 years of age when he or she
committed the offense.

(B) In no case shall custody of a child 18 years of age or older be
retained by or transferred to the Commissioner for Children and Families.

(C) Jurisdiction over a child in need of care or supervision shall not
be extended beyond the child’s 18th birthday.

(D) [Repealed.]
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* * *

* * * Juvenile Delinquency Proceedings * * *

Sec. 6. 33 V.S.A. § 5225 is amended to read:

§ 5225. PRELIMINARY HEARING; RISK ASSESSMENT

(a) Preliminary hearing. A preliminary hearing shall be held at the time
and date specified on the citation or as otherwise ordered by the court. If a
child is taken into custody prior to the preliminary hearing, the preliminary
hearing shall be at the time of the temporary care hearing. Counsel for the
child shall be assigned prior to the preliminary hearing.

(b) Risk and needs screening.

(1) Prior to the preliminary hearing, the child shall be afforded an
opportunity to undergo a risk and needs screening, which shall be conducted
by the Department or by a community provider that has contracted with the
Department to provide risk and need screenings for children alleged to have
committed delinquent acts.

(2) If the child participates in such a screening, the Department or the
community provider shall report the risk level result of the screening, the
number and source of the collateral contacts made, and the recommendation
for charging or other alternatives to the State’s Attorney. The State’s Attorney
shall consider the results of the risk and needs screening in determining
whether to file a charge. In lieu of filing a charge, the State’s Attorney may
refer a child directly to a youth-appropriate community-based provider that has
been approved by the Department, which may include a community justice
center or a balanced and restorative justice program. Referral to a community-
based provider pursuant to this subsection shall not require the State’s
Attorney to file a charge. If the community-based provider does not accept the
case or if the child fails to complete the program in a manner deemed
satisfactory and timely by the provider, the child’s case shall return to the
State’s Attorney for charging consideration.

(3) If a charge is brought in the Family Division, the risk level result
shall be provided to the child’s attorney. Except on agreement of the parties,
the results shall not be provided to the court until after a merits finding has
been made.

(c) Counsel for the child shall be assigned prior to the preliminary hearing.
Referral to diversion. Based on the results of the risk and needs screening, if a
child presents a low to moderate risk to reoffend, the State’s Attorney shall
refer the child directly to court diversion unless the State’s Attorney states on
the record why a referral to court diversion would not serve the ends of justice.
If the court diversion program does not accept the case or if the child fails to
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complete the program in a manner deemed satisfactory and timely by the
provider, the child’s case shall return to the State’s Attorney for charging
consideration.

(d) Guardian ad litem. At the preliminary hearing, the court shall appoint a
guardian ad litem for the child. The guardian ad litem may be the child’s
parent, guardian, or custodian. On its own motion or motion by the child’s
attorney, the court may appoint a guardian ad litem other than a parent,
guardian, or custodian.

(e) Admission; denial. At the preliminary hearing, a denial shall be entered
to the allegations of the petition, unless the juvenile, after adequate
consultation with the guardian ad litem and counsel, enters an admission. If
the juvenile enters an admission, the disposition case plan required by section
5230 of this title may be waived and the court may proceed directly to
disposition, provided that the juvenile, the custodial parent, the State’s
Attorney, the guardian ad litem, and the Department agree.

(f) Conditions. The court may order the child to abide by conditions of
release pending a merits or disposition hearing.

Sec. 7. 33 V.S.A. § 5203 is amended to read:

§ 5203. TRANSFER FROM OTHER COURTS

(a) If it appears to a Criminal Division of the Superior Court that the
defendant was under 18 years of age at the time the offense charged was
alleged to have been committed and the offense charged is a misdemeanor, that
court shall forthwith transfer the case to the Family Division of the Superior
Court under the authority of this chapter an offense not specified in subsection
5204(a) of this title, that court shall forthwith transfer the proceeding to the
Family Division of the Superior Court under the authority of this chapter, and
the minor shall then be considered to be subject to this chapter as a child
charged with a delinquent act.

(b) If it appears to a Criminal Division of the Superior Court that the
defendant was under 18 years of age at the time a felony offense not specified
in subsection 5204(a) of this title was alleged to have been committed, that
court shall forthwith transfer the proceeding to the Family Division of the
Superior Court under the authority of this chapter, and the minor shall
thereupon be considered to be subject to this chapter as a child charged with a
delinquent act had attained 14 years of age but not 18 years of age at the time
an offense specified in subsection 5204(a) of this title was alleged to have been
committed, that court may forthwith transfer the proceeding to the Family
Division of the Superior Court under the authority of this chapter, and the
minor shall then be considered to be subject to this chapter as a child charged
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with a delinquent act.

* * *

* * * Youthful Offender Proceedings * * *

Sec. 8. 33 V.S.A. § 5280 is amended to read:

§ 5280. COMMENCEMENT OF YOUTHFUL OFFENDER

PROCEEDINGS IN THE FAMILY DIVISION

(a) A proceeding under this chapter shall be commenced by:

(1) the filing of a youthful offender petition by a State’s Attorney; or

(2) transfer to the Family Court of a proceeding from the Criminal
Division of the Superior Court as provided in section 5281 of this title.

(b) A State’s Attorney may commence a proceeding in the Family Division
of the Superior Court concerning a child who is alleged to have committed an
offense after attaining 16 years of age but not 22 years of age that could
otherwise be filed in the Criminal Division.

(c) If a State’s Attorney files a petition under subdivision (a)(1) of this
section, the case shall proceed as provided under subsection 5281(b) of this
title.

(d) Within 15 days after the commencement of a youthful offender
proceeding pursuant to subsection (a) of this section, the youth shall be offered
a risk and needs screening, which shall be conducted by the Department or by
a community provider that has contracted with the Department to provide risk
and needs screenings. The risk and needs screening shall be completed prior
to the youthful offender status hearing held pursuant to section 5283 of this
title. Unless the court extends the period for the risk and needs screening for
good cause shown, the Family Division shall reject the case for youthful
offender treatment if the youth does not complete the risk and needs screening
within 15 days.

(1) The Department or the community provider shall report the risk
level result of the screening, the number and source of the collateral contacts
made, and the recommendation for charging or other alternatives to the State’s
Attorney.

(2) Information related to the present alleged offense directly or
indirectly derived from the risk and needs screening or other conversation with
the Department or community-based provider shall not be used against the
youth in the youth’s criminal or juvenile case for any purpose, including
impeachment or cross-examination. However, the fact of participation in risk
and needs screening may be used in subsequent proceedings.
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(e) If a youth presents a low to moderate risk to reoffend based on the
results of the risk and needs screening, the State’s Attorney shall refer a youth
directly to court diversion unless the State’s Attorney states on the record at
the hearing held pursuant to section 5283 of this title why a referral would not
serve the ends of justice. If the court diversion program does not accept the
case or if the youth fails to complete the program in a manner deemed
satisfactory and timely by the provider, the youth’s case shall return to the
State’s Attorney for charging consideration.

Sec. 9. 33 V.S.A. § 5282 is amended to read:

§ 5282. REPORT FROM THE DEPARTMENT

(a) Within 30 days after the case is transferred to the Family Division or a
youthful offender petition is filed in the Family Division, youth has completed
the risk and needs screening pursuant to section 5280 of this title, unless the
court extends the period for good cause shown, the Department for Children
and Families shall file a report with the Family Division of the Superior Court.

* * *

Sec. 10. 33 V.S.A. § 5285(d) is amended to read:

(d) If a youth’s status as a youthful offender is revoked and the case is
transferred to the Criminal Division pursuant to subdivision (c)(2) of this
section, the court shall hold a sentencing hearing and impose sentence. Unless
it serves the interest of justice, the case shall not be transferred back to the
Family Division pursuant to section 5203 of this title. When determining an
appropriate sentence, the court may take into consideration the youth’s degree
of progress toward or regression from rehabilitation while on youthful
offender status. The Criminal Division shall have access to all Family
Division records of the proceeding.

Sec. 11. 33 V.S.A. § 5801 is amended to read:

§ 5801. WOODSIDE JUVENILE REHABILITATION CENTER

(a) The Woodside Juvenile Rehabilitation Center in the town of Essex shall
be operated by the Department for Children and Families as a residential
treatment facility that provides in-patient psychiatric, mental health, and
substance abuse services in a secure setting for adolescents who have been
adjudicated or charged with a delinquency or criminal act.

(b) The total capacity of the facility shall not exceed 30 beds.

(c) The purpose or capacity of the Woodside Juvenile Rehabilitation Center
shall not be altered except by act of the General Assembly following a study
recommending any change of use by the Agency of Human Services.
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(d) No person who has reached his or her 18th birthday may be placed at
Woodside. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person under the age
of 18 years of age may be placed at Woodside, provided that he or she meets
the admissions criteria for treatment as established by the Department for
Children and Families. Any person already placed at Woodside may
voluntarily continue receiving treatment at Woodside beyond his or her 18th
birthday, provided that he or she continues to meet the criteria established by
the Department for continued treatment. The Commissioner shall ensure that a
child placed at Woodside has the same or equivalent due process rights as a
child placed at Woodside in its previous role as a detention facility prior to the
enactment of this act.

Sec. 12. DEPARTMENT FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES; EXPANDING

JUVENILE JURISDICTION; REPORT

(a) The Department for Children and Families, in consultation with the
Department of State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs, the Office of the Defender
General, the Court Administrator, and the Commissioner of Corrections, shall:

(1) consider the implications, including necessary funding, of expanding
juvenile jurisdiction under 33 V.S.A. chapter 52 to encompass 18- and 19-year-
olds beginning in fiscal year 2021;

(2) on or before November 1, 2018, report to the Joint Legislative
Justice Oversight Committee and the Joint Legislative Child Protection
Committee on the status and plan for the expansion, including necessary
funding and specific milestones related to operations and policy; and

(3) provide status update reports to the Joint Legislative Justice
Oversight Committee and the Joint Legislative Child Protection Committee on
or before November 1, 2019 and November 1, 2020.

(b) The Joint Legislative Justice Oversight Committee and Joint Legislative
Child Protection Committee shall review the November 1, 2018 report, the
plan for expansion, the necessary funding and the subsequent status reports as
required by subsection (a) of this section to determine whether adequate
funding and supports are in place to implement the expansion of juvenile
jurisdiction to encompass 18- and 19-year-olds in accordance with the
effective dates of this act. To the extent that inadequate funding and supports
are available for the expansion, the Committees shall, on or before
December 1, 2018, December 1, 2019, and December 1, 2021, recommend
legislation to address the inadequacies or amend the timeline for the rollout of
the expansion.

* * * Effective July 1, 2020 * * *

Sec. 13. 33 V.S.A. § 5201 is amended as follows:
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§ 5201. COMMENCEMENT OF DELINQUENCY PROCEEDINGS

(a) Proceedings under this chapter shall be commenced by:

(1) transfer to the court of a proceeding from another court as provided
in section 5203 of this title; or

(2) the filing of a delinquency petition by a State’s Attorney.

(b) If the proceeding is commenced by transfer from another court, no
petition need be filed; however, the State’s Attorney shall provide to the court
the name and address of the child’s custodial parent, guardian, or custodian
and the name and address of any noncustodial parent if known.

(c) Any proceeding concerning a child who is alleged to have committed
an act specified in subsection 5204(a) of this title after attaining 14 years of
age, but not 18 years of age, shall originate in the Criminal Division of the
Superior Court, provided that jurisdiction may be transferred in accordance
with this chapter.

(d) Any proceeding concerning a child who is alleged to have committed a
misdemeanor any offense other than those specified in subsection 5204(a) of
this title before attaining 18 19 years of age shall originate in the Family
Division of the Superior Court, provided that jurisdiction may be transferred in
accordance with this chapter.

(e) Any proceeding concerning a child who is alleged to have committed a
felony offense other than those specified in subsection 5204(a) of this title
before attaining 18 years of age shall originate in the Family Division of the
Superior Court provided that jurisdiction may be transferred in accordance
with this chapter. [Repealed.]

(f) If the State requests that custody of the child be transferred to the
Department, a temporary care hearing shall be held as provided in subchapter
3 of this chapter.

(g) A petition may be withdrawn by the State’s Attorney at any time prior
to the hearing thereon, in which event the child shall be returned to the
custodial parent, guardian, or custodian, the proceedings under this chapter
terminated, and all files and documents relating thereto sealed under section
5119 of this title.

Sec. 14. 33 V.S.A. § 5202 is amended as follows:

§ 5202. ORDER OF ADJUDICATION; NONCRIMINAL

(a)(1) An order of the Family Division of the Superior Court in
proceedings under this chapter shall not:

(A) be deemed a conviction of crime;
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(B) impose any civil disabilities sanctions ordinarily resulting from a
conviction; or

(C) operate to disqualify the child in any civil service application or
appointment.

(2) Notwithstanding subdivision (1) of this subsection, an order of
delinquency in proceedings transferred under subsection 5203(b) of this title,
where the offense charged in the initial criminal proceedings was concerning a
child who is alleged to have committed a violation of those sections of Title 23
specified in subdivision 23 V.S.A. § 801(a)(1), shall be an event in addition to
those specified therein, enabling the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles to
require proof of financial responsibility under 23 V.S.A. chapter 11.

(b) The disposition of a child and evidence given in a hearing in a juvenile
proceeding shall not be admissible as evidence against the child in any case or
proceeding in any other court except after a subsequent conviction of a felony
in proceedings to determine the sentence.

Sec. 15. 33 V.S.A. § 5203 is amended to read:

§ 5203. TRANSFER FROM OTHER COURTS

(a) If it appears to a Criminal Division of the Superior Court that the
defendant was under 18 19 years of age at the time the offense charged was
alleged to have been committed and the offense charged is an offense not
specified in subsection 5204(a) of this title, that court shall forthwith transfer
the proceeding to the Family Division of the Superior Court under the
authority of this chapter, and the minor shall then be considered to be subject
to this chapter as a child charged with a delinquent act.

(b) If it appears to a Criminal Division of the Superior Court that the
defendant had attained 14 years of age but not 18 years of age at the time an
offense specified in subsection 5204(a) of this title was alleged to have been
committed, that court may forthwith transfer the proceeding to the Family
Division of the Superior Court under the authority of this chapter, and the
minor shall then be considered to be subject to this chapter as a child charged
with a delinquent act.

(c) If it appears to the State’s Attorney that the defendant was under 18 19
years of age at the time the felony offense charged was alleged to have been
committed and the felony charged is not an offense specified in subsection
5204(a) of this title, the State’s Attorney shall file charges in the Family
Division of the Superior Court, pursuant to section 5201 of this title. The
Family Division may transfer the proceeding to the Criminal Division pursuant
to section 5204 of this title.

(d) A transfer under this section shall include a transfer and delivery of a
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copy of the accusatory pleading and other papers, documents, and transcripts
of testimony relating to the case. Upon any such transfer, that court shall order
that the defendant be taken forthwith to a place of detention designated by the
Family Division of the Superior Court or to that court itself, or shall release
the child to the custody of his or her parent or guardian or other person legally
responsible for the child, to be brought before the Family Division of the
Superior Court at a time designated by that court. The Family Division of the
Superior Court shall then proceed as provided in this chapter as if a petition
alleging delinquency had been filed with the court under section 5223 of this
title on the effective date of such transfer.

(e) Motions to transfer a case to the Family Division of the Superior Court
for youthful offender treatment shall be made under section 5281 of this title.

Sec. 16. 33 V.S.A. § 5204 is amended as follows:

§ 5204. TRANSFER FROM FAMILY DIVISION OF THE SUPERIOR

COURT

(a) After a petition has been filed alleging delinquency, upon motion of the
State’s Attorney and after hearing, the Family Division of the Superior Court
may transfer jurisdiction of the proceeding to the Criminal Division of the
Superior Court, if the child had attained 16 years of age but not 18 19 years of
age at the time the act was alleged to have occurred and the delinquent act set
forth in the petition is a felony not specified in subdivisions (1)-(12) of this
subsection or if the child had attained 12 years of age but not 14 years of age
at the time the act was alleged to have occurred, and if the delinquent act set
forth in the petition was any of the following:

(1) arson causing death as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 501;

(2) assault and robbery with a dangerous weapon as defined in
13 V.S.A. § 608(b);

(3) assault and robbery causing bodily injury as defined in 13 V.S.A.
§ 608(c);

(4) aggravated assault as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 1024;

(5) murder as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 2301;

(6) manslaughter as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 2304;

(7) kidnapping as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 2405;

(8) unlawful restraint as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 2406 or 2407;

(9) maiming as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 2701;

(10) sexual assault as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 3252(a)(1) or (a)(2);
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(11) aggravated sexual assault as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 3253; or

(12) burglary into an occupied dwelling as defined in 13 V.S.A.
§ 1201(c).

(b) The State’s Attorney of the county where the juvenile petition is
pending may move in the Family Division of the Superior Court for an order
transferring jurisdiction under subsection (a) of this section at any time prior to
adjudication on the merits. The filing of the motion to transfer jurisdiction
shall automatically stay the time for the hearing provided for in section 5225
of this title, which stay shall remain in effect until such time as the Family
Division of the Superior Court may deny the motion to transfer jurisdiction.

* * *

* * * Effective July 1, 2022 * * *

Sec. 17. 33 V.S.A. § 5201 is amended as follows:

§ 5201. COMMENCEMENT OF DELINQUENCY PROCEEDINGS

(a) Proceedings under this chapter shall be commenced by:

(1) transfer to the court of a proceeding from another court as provided
in subsection (c) of this section; or

(2) the filing of a delinquency petition by a State’s Attorney.

(b) If the proceeding is commenced by transfer from another court, no
petition need be filed; however, the State’s Attorney shall provide to the court
the name and address of the child’s custodial parent, guardian, or custodian
and the name and address of any noncustodial parent if known.

(c) Any proceeding concerning a child who is alleged to have committed
an act specified in subsection 5204(a) of this title after attaining 14 years of
age, but not 18 years of age, shall originate in the Criminal Division of the
Superior Court, provided that jurisdiction may be transferred in accordance
with this chapter.

(d) Any proceeding concerning a child who is alleged to have committed
any offense other than those specified in subsection 5204(a) of this title before
attaining 19 20 years of age shall originate in the Family Division of the
Superior Court, provided that jurisdiction may be transferred in accordance
with this chapter.

* * *

Sec. 18. 33 V.S.A. § 5203 is amended to read:

§ 5203. TRANSFER FROM OTHER COURTS

(a) If it appears to a Criminal Division of the Superior Court that the
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defendant was under 19 20 years of age at the time the offense charged was
alleged to have been committed and the offense charged is an offense not
specified in subsection 5204(a) of this title, that court shall forthwith transfer
the proceeding to the Family Division of the Superior Court under the
authority of this chapter, and the minor shall then be considered to be subject
to this chapter as a child charged with a delinquent act.

(b) If it appears to a Criminal Division of the Superior Court that the
defendant had attained 14 years of age but not 18 years of age at the time an
offense specified in subsection 5204(a) of this title was alleged to have been
committed, that court may forthwith transfer the proceeding to the Family
Division of the Superior Court under the authority of this chapter, and the
minor shall then be considered to be subject to this chapter as a child charged
with a delinquent act.

(c) If it appears to the State’s Attorney that the defendant was under 19 20
years of age at the time the felony offense charged was alleged to have been
committed and the felony charged is not an offense specified in subsection
5204(a) of this title, the State’s Attorney shall file charges in the Family
Division of the Superior Court, pursuant to section 5201 of this title. The
Family Division may transfer the proceeding to the Criminal Division pursuant
to section 5204 of this title.

(d) A transfer under this section shall include a transfer and delivery of a
copy of the accusatory pleading and other papers, documents, and transcripts
of testimony relating to the case. Upon any such transfer, that court shall order
that the defendant be taken forthwith to a place of detention designated by the
Family Division of the Superior Court or to that court itself, or shall release
the child to the custody of his or her parent or guardian or other person legally
responsible for the child, to be brought before the Family Division of the
Superior Court at a time designated by that court. The Family Division of the
Superior Court shall then proceed as provided in this chapter as if a petition
alleging delinquency had been filed with the court under section 5223 of this
title on the effective date of such transfer.

(e) Motions to transfer a case to the Family Division of the Superior Court
for youthful offender treatment shall be made under section 5281 of this title.

Sec. 19. 33 V.S.A. § 5204 is amended as follows:

§ 5204. TRANSFER FROM FAMILY DIVISION OF THE SUPERIOR

COURT

(a) After a petition has been filed alleging delinquency, upon motion of the
State’s Attorney and after hearing, the Family Division of the Superior Court
may transfer jurisdiction of the proceeding to the Criminal Division of the
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Superior Court, if the child had attained 16 years of age but not 19 20 years of
age at the time the act was alleged to have occurred and the delinquent act set
forth in the petition is a felony not specified in subdivisions (1)-(12) of this
subsection or if the child had attained 12 years of age but not 14 years of age
at the time the act was alleged to have occurred, and if the delinquent act set
forth in the petition was any of the following:

(1) arson causing death as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 501;

(2) assault and robbery with a dangerous weapon as defined in
13 V.S.A. § 608(b);

(3) assault and robbery causing bodily injury as defined in 13 V.S.A.
§ 608(c);

(4) aggravated assault as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 1024;

(5) murder as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 2301;

(6) manslaughter as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 2304;

(7) kidnapping as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 2405;

(8) unlawful restraint as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 2406 or 2407;

(9) maiming as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 2701;

(10) sexual assault as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 3252(a)(1) or (a)(2);

(11) aggravated sexual assault as defined in 13 V.S.A. § 3253; or

(12) burglary into an occupied dwelling as defined in 13 V.S.A.
§ 1201(c).

(b) The State’s Attorney of the county where the juvenile petition is
pending may move in the Family Division of the Superior Court for an order
transferring jurisdiction under subsection (a) of this section at any time prior to
adjudication on the merits. The filing of the motion to transfer jurisdiction
shall automatically stay the time for the hearing provided for in section 5225
of this title, which stay shall remain in effect until such time as the Family
Division of the Superior Court may deny the motion to transfer jurisdiction.

* * *

* * * Appropriation * * *

Sec. 20. FUNDING

To the extent the sum of $200,000.00 is appropriated in fiscal year 2019
from the General Fund to the Department for Children and Families, the
Department shall prepare for the expansion of services to juvenile offenders
18 and 19 years of age pursuant to 33 V.S.A. chapters 52 and 52A beginning in
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fiscal year 2021, and shall carry forward any unexpended funds

* * * Effective Dates * * *

Sec. 21. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Secs. 4 (compliance with the juvenile justice and
delinquency prevention act), 5 (jurisdiction), 7 (transfer from other courts),
and 20 (funding) shall take effect on passage.

(b) Secs. 1–3, 6, and 8–12 shall take effect on July 1, 2018.

(c) Secs. 13–16 shall take effect on July 1, 2020.

(d) Secs. 17–19 shall take effect on July 1, 2022.

(Committee vote: 10-0-1 )

(For text see Senate Journal February 23, 2018 )

Rep. Keefe of Manchester, for the Committee on Human Services,
recommends the bill ought to pass in concurrence with proposal of amendment
as recommended by the Committee on Judiciary and when further amended as
follows:

By striking out Sec. 12 (Department for Children and Families; expanding
juvenile jurisdiction; report) in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 12. DEPARTMENT FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES; EXPANDING

JUVENILE JURISDICTION; REPORT

(a) The Department for Children and Families, in consultation with the
Department of State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs, the Office of the Defender
General, the Court Administrator, and the Commissioner of Corrections, shall:

(1) consider the implications, including necessary funding, of expanding
juvenile jurisdiction under 33 V.S.A. chapter 52 to encompass persons 18 and
19 years of age beginning in fiscal year 2021;

(2) on or before November 1, 2018, report to the Joint Legislative
Justice Oversight Committee and the Joint Legislative Child Protection
Oversight Committee on the status and plan for the expansion, including
necessary funding, measures necessary to avoid a negative impact on the
State’s child protection response, and specific milestones related to operations
and policy, including:

(A) identification of and a timeline for structural and systemic
changes within the juvenile justice system for the Family Division, the
Department for Children and Families, the Department of Corrections, the
Department of State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs, and the Office of the Defender
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General;

(B) an operations and business plan that defines benchmarks,
including possible changes to resource allocations; and

(C) a clearly defined path for geographic consistency and court
alternatives and training needs; and

(3) provide status update reports to the Joint Legislative Justice
Oversight Committee and the Joint Legislative Child Protection Oversight
Committee on or before November 1, 2019, November 1, 2020, and
November 1, 2021.

(b) The Joint Legislative Justice Oversight Committee and Joint Legislative
Child Protection Oversight Committee shall review the November 1, 2018
report, the plan for expansion, the necessary funding, and the subsequent status
reports as required by subsection (a) of this section to determine whether
adequate funding and supports are in place to implement the expansion of
juvenile jurisdiction to encompass persons 18 and 19 years of age in
accordance with the effective dates of this act, and shall:

(1) on or before December 1, 2019, December 1, 2020, and December
1, 2021, issue findings as to whether the milestones identified in subdivision
(a)(2) of this section related to operations and policy have been met and
whether an appropriate funding plan has been developed; and

(2) on or before December 1, 2018, December 1, 2019, December 1,
2020, and December 1, 2021, recommend legislation to amend the timeline for
the rollout of the expansion unless adequate funding and supports for the
expansion are available and milestones related to policy and operations have
been met.

( Committee Vote: 11-0-0)

S. 261

An act relating to mitigating trauma and toxic stress during childhood by
strengthening child and family resilience

Rep. Mrowicki of Putney, for the Committee on Human Services,
recommends that the House propose to the Senate that the bill be amended by
striking all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

* * * Purpose and Status Update * * *

Sec. 1. PURPOSE

It is the purpose of this act to ensure a consistent family support system by
enhancing opportunities to build resilience among families throughout the
State that are experiencing the causes or symptoms of childhood adversity.
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While significant efforts to provide preventative services are already well
under way in many parts of the State, better coordination is necessary to
ensure that gaps in services are addressed and redundancies do not occur. In
this regard, this act builds on the significant work advanced in 2017 Acts and
Resolves No. 43, including the principles for Vermont’s trauma-informed
system of care. The General Assembly supports a public health approach to
address childhood adversity wherein interventions pertaining to socioeconomic
determinants of health are employed in a manner that has the broadest societal
reach and in which specialized interventions are directed to individuals with
the most acute need.

Sec. 2. STATUS REPORT; COMPLETION OF ACT 43 REPORT

On or before November 1, 2018, the Agency of Human Services’ Director
of Trauma Prevention and Resilience Development shall submit to the Chairs
of the House Committee on Human Services and the Senate Committee on
Health and Welfare and to any existing Advisory Council on Child Poverty
and Strengthening Families a status report on the Agency’s methodology and
progress in preparing the response plan required pursuant to 2017 Acts and
Resolves No. 43, Sec. 4, including any preliminary findings. The status report
shall include information as to the Agency’s progress in implementing trauma-
informed training opportunities for child care providers

* * * Human Services Generally * * *

Sec. 3. 33 V.S.A. § 3402 is added to read:

§ 3402. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Childhood adversity” means experiences that may be traumatic to
children and youths during the first 18 years of life, such as experiencing
violence or other emotionally disturbing exposures in their homes or
communities.

(2) “Resilience” means the ability to respond to, withstand, and recover
from serious hardship with coping skills and a combination of protective
factors, including a strong community, family support, social connections,
knowledge of parenting and child development, concrete support in times of
need, and social and emotional competence of children.

(3) “Toxic stress” means strong, frequent, or prolonged experience of
adversity without adequate support.

(4) “Trauma-informed” means a type of program, organization, or
system that recognizes the widespread impact of trauma and potential paths for
recovery; recognizes the signs and symptoms of trauma in clients, families,
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staff, and others involved in a system; responds by fully integrating knowledge
about trauma into policies, procedures, and practices; and seeks actively to
resist retraumatization and build resilience among the population served.

Sec. 4. 33 V.S.A. § 3403 is added to read:

§ 3403. DIRECTOR OF TRAUMA PREVENTION AND RESILIENCE

DEVELOPMENT

(a) There is created the permanent position of Director of Trauma
Prevention and Resilience Development within the Office of the Secretary in
the Agency of Human Services for the purpose of directing and coordinating
systemic approaches across State government that build childhood resiliency
and mitigate toxic stress by implementing a public health approach. The
Director shall engage families and communities to build the protective factors
of a strong community, family support, social connections, knowledge of
parenting and child development, concrete support in times of need, and the
social and emotional competence of children. It is the intent of the General
Assembly that the Director position be funded by the repurposing of existing
expenditures and resources, including the potential reassignment of existing
positions. If the Secretary determines to fund this position by reassigning an
existing position, he or she shall propose to the Joint Fiscal Committee prior to
October 1, 2018 any necessary statutory modifications to reflect the
reassignment.

(b) The Director shall:

(1) provide advice and support to the Secretary of Human Services and
facilitate communication and coordination among the Agency’s departments
with regard to childhood trauma, toxic stress, and the promotion of resilience
building;

(2) collaborate with both community and State partners, including the
Agency of Education and the Judiciary, to build consistency between trauma-
informed systems that address medical and social service needs and serve as a
conduit between providers and the public;

(3) provide support for and dissemination of educational materials
pertaining to childhood trauma, toxic stress, and the promotion of resilience
building, including to postsecondary institutions within Vermont’s State
College System;

(4) coordinate with partners inside and outside State government,
including the Child and Family Trauma Work Group; and

(5) evaluate the work of the Agency and the Agency’s grantees and
community contractors that addresses resilience and trauma-prevention using
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results-based accountability methodologies.

Sec. 5. 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 43, Sec. 4 is amended to read:

Sec. 4. ADVERSE CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES ADVERSITY;

RESPONSE PLAN

(a) On or before January 15, 2019, the Agency of Human Services shall
present to the House Committees on Health Care and on Human Services and
the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare, in response to the work
completed by the Adverse Childhood Experiences Working Group established
pursuant to Sec. 3 of this act, a plan that specially addresses the integration of
evidence-informed and family-focused prevention, intervention, treatment, and
recovery services for individuals affected by adverse childhood experiences
adversity. The plan shall address the coordination of services throughout and
among the Agency, the Agency of Education, and the Judiciary and shall
propose mechanisms for:

(1) improving and engaging community providers in the systematic
prevention of trauma;

(2) case detection and care of individuals affected by adverse childhood
experiences adversity; and

(3) ensuring that the Agency’s policies related to children, families, and
communities build resilience;

(4) ensuring that the Agency and grants to the Agency of Human
Services’ Agency’s community partners related to children and families strive
toward accountability and community resilience are evaluated using results-
based accountability methodology; and

(5) providing an estimate of the resources necessary to implement the
response plan, including any possible reallocations.

* * *

* * * Health Care * * *

Sec. 6. 18 V.S.A. § 702 is amended to read:

§ 702. BLUEPRINT FOR HEALTH; STRATEGIC PLAN

* * *

(c) The Blueprint shall be developed and implemented to further the
following principles:

(1) the primary care provider The Blueprint community health team
should serve a central role in the coordination of medical care and social
services and shall be compensated appropriately for this effort;.
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(2) use Use of information technology should be maximized;.

(3) local Local service providers should be used and supported,
whenever possible;.

(4) transition Transition plans should be developed by all involved
parties to ensure a smooth and timely transition from the current model to the
Blueprint model of health care delivery and payment;.

(5) implementation Implementation of the Blueprint in communities
across the State should be accompanied by payment to providers sufficient to
support care management activities consistent with the Blueprint, recognizing
that interim or temporary payment measures may be necessary during early
and transitional phases of implementation; and.

(6) interventions Interventions designed to prevent chronic disease and
improve outcomes for persons with chronic disease should be maximized,
should target specific chronic disease risk factors, and should address changes
in individual behavior,; the physical, mental, and social environment,; and
health care policies and systems.

(7) Providers should assess trauma and toxic stress to ensure that the
needs of the whole person are addressed and opportunities to build resilience
and community supports are maximized.

* * *

Sec. 7. 18 V.S.A. § 9382 is amended to read:

§ 9382. OVERSIGHT OF ACCOUNTABLE CARE ORGANIZATIONS

(a) In order to be eligible to receive payments from Medicaid or
commercial insurance through any payment reform program or initiative,
including an all-payer model, each accountable care organization shall obtain
and maintain certification from the Green Mountain Care Board. The Board
shall adopt rules pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 to establish standards and
processes for certifying accountable care organizations. To the extent
permitted under federal law, the Board shall ensure these rules anticipate and
accommodate a range of ACO models and sizes, balancing oversight with
support for innovation. In order to certify an ACO to operate in this State, the
Board shall ensure that the following criteria are met:

* * *

(17) The ACO provides connections and incentives to existing
community services for preventing and addressing the impact of childhood
adversity. The ACO collaborates on the development of quality-outcome
measurements for use by primary care providers who work with children and
families and fosters collaboration among care coordinators,
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community service providers, and families.

* * *

* * * Effective Date * * *

Sec. 8. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2018.

and that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read: “An act relating
to ensuring a coordinated public health approach to addressing childhood
adversity and promoting resilience”

(Committee vote: 11-0-0 )

(For text see Senate Journal march 13, 2018 )

Senate Proposal of Amendment

H. 924

An act relating to making appropriations for the support of government

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill by striking all after the
enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. A.100 SHORT TITLE

(a) This bill may be referred to as the BIG BILL – Fiscal Year 2019
Appropriations Act.

Sec. A.101 PURPOSE

(a) The purpose of this act is to provide appropriations for the operations of
State government during fiscal year 2019. It is the express intent of the
General Assembly that activities of the various agencies, departments,
divisions, boards, and commissions be limited to those which can be supported
by funds appropriated in this act or other acts passed prior to June 30, 2018.
Agency and department heads are directed to implement staffing and service
levels at the beginning of fiscal year 2019 so as to meet this condition unless
otherwise directed by specific language in this act or other acts of the General
Assembly.

Sec. A.102 APPROPRIATIONS

(a) It is the intent of the General Assembly that this act serves as the
primary source and reference for appropriations for fiscal year 2019.

(b) The sums herein stated are appropriated for the purposes specified in
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the following sections of this act. When no time is expressly stated during
which any of the appropriations are to continue, the appropriations are single-
year appropriations and only for the purpose indicated and shall be paid from
funds shown as the source of funds. If in this act there is an error in either
addition or subtraction, the totals shall be adjusted accordingly. Apparent
errors in referring to section numbers of statutory titles within this act may be
disregarded by the Commissioner of Finance and Management.

(c) Unless codified or otherwise specified, all narrative portions of this act
apply only to the fiscal year ending on June 30, 2019.

Sec. A.103 DEFINITIONS

(a) As used in this act:

(1) “Encumbrances” means a portion of an appropriation reserved for
the subsequent payment of existing purchase orders or contracts. The
Commissioner of Finance and Management shall make final decisions on the
appropriateness of encumbrances.

(2) “Grants” means subsidies, aid, or payments to local governments, to
community and quasi-public agencies for providing local services, and to
persons who are not wards of the State for services or supplies and means cash
or other direct assistance, including pension contributions.

(3) “Operating expenses” means property management, repair and
maintenance, rental expenses, insurance, postage, travel, energy and utilities,
office and other supplies, equipment, including motor vehicles, highway
materials, and construction, expenditures for the purchase of land and
construction of new buildings and permanent improvements, and similar items.

(4) “Personal services” means wages and salaries, fringe benefits, per
diems, contracted third-party services, and similar items.

Sec. A.104 RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING LAWS

(a) Except as specifically provided, this act shall not be construed in any
way to negate or impair the full force and effect of existing laws.

Sec. A.105 OFFSETTING APPROPRIATIONS

(a) In the absence of specific provisions to the contrary in this act, when
total appropriations are offset by estimated receipts, the State appropriations
shall control, notwithstanding receipts being greater or less than anticipated.

Sec. A.106 FEDERAL FUNDS

(a) In fiscal year 2019, the Governor, with the approval of the Legislature
or the Joint Fiscal Committee if the Legislature is not in session, may accept
federal funds available to the State of Vermont, including block grants in lieu



- 2337 -

of or in addition to funds herein designated as federal. The Governor, with the
approval of the Legislature or the Joint Fiscal Committee if the Legislature is
not in session, may allocate all or any portion of such federal funds for any
purpose consistent with the purposes for which the basic appropriations in this
act have been made.

(b) If, during fiscal year 2019, federal funds available to the State of
Vermont and designated as federal in this and other acts of the 2018 session of
the Vermont General Assembly are converted into block grants or are
abolished under their current title in federal law and reestablished under a new
title in federal law, the Governor may continue to accept such federal funds for
any purpose consistent with the purposes for which the federal funds were
appropriated. The Governor may spend such funds for such purposes for no
more than 45 days prior to Legislative or Joint Fiscal Committee approval.
Notice shall be given to the Joint Fiscal Committee without delay if the
Governor intends to use the authority granted by this section, and the Joint
Fiscal Committee shall meet in an expedited manner to review the Governor’s
request for approval.

Sec. A.107 NEW POSITIONS

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the total number of
authorized State positions, both classified and exempt, excluding temporary
positions as defined in 3 V.S.A. § 311(11), shall not be increased during fiscal
year 2019 except for new positions authorized by the 2018 session. Limited
service positions approved pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 5 shall not be subject to this
restriction, nor shall positions created pursuant to the Position Pilot Program
authorized in 2014 Acts and Resolves No. 179, Sec. E.100(d), as amended by
2015 Acts and Resolves No. 4, Sec. 74, by 2016 Acts and Resolves No. 172,
Sec. E.100.2, and by 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. E.100.1, and as
further amended by Sec. E.100.1 of this act.

Sec. A.108 LEGEND

(a) The bill is organized by functions of government. The sections
between B.100 and B.9999 contain appropriations of funds for the upcoming
budget year. The sections between E.100 and E.9999 contain language that
relates to specific appropriations or government functions, or both. The
function areas by section numbers are as follows:

B.100–B.199 and E.100–E.199 General Government

B.200–B.299 and E.200–E.299 Protection to Persons and Property

B.300–B.399 and E.300–E.399 Human Services

B.400–B.499 and E.400–E.499 Labor
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B.500–B.599 and E.500–E.599 General Education

B.600–B.699 and E.600–E.699 Higher Education

B.700–B.799 and E.700–E.799 Natural Resources

B.800–B.899 and E.800–E.899 Commerce and Community
Development

B.900–B.999 and E.900–E.999 Transportation

B.1000–B.1099 and E.1000–E.1099 Debt Service

B.1100–B.1199 and E.1100–E.1199 One-time and other appropriation
actions

(b) The C sections contain any amendments to the current fiscal year, the D
sections contain fund transfers and reserve allocations for the upcoming budget
year, and the F sections contain miscellaneous and technical statutory
corrections.

Sec. B.100 Secretary of administration - secretary's office

Personal services 783,191
Operating expenses 203,429

Total 986,620
Source of funds

General fund 886,620
Special funds 100,000

Total 986,620

Sec. B.101 Secretary of administration - finance

Personal services 1,144,274
Operating expenses 135,457

Total 1,279,731
Source of funds

Interdepartmental transfers 1,279,731
Total 1,279,731

Sec. B.102 Secretary of administration - workers' compensation insurance

Personal services 537,944
Operating expenses 238,973

Total 776,917
Source of funds

Internal service funds 776,917
Total 776,917

Sec. B.103 Secretary of administration - general liability insurance
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Personal services 573,575
Operating expenses 73,548

Total 647,123
Source of funds

Internal service funds 647,123
Total 647,123

Sec. B.104 Secretary of administration - all other insurance

Personal services 22,982
Operating expenses 16,066

Total 39,048
Source of funds

Internal service funds 39,048
Total 39,048

Sec. B.105 Agency of digital services - communications and information
technology

Personal services 47,776,877
Operating expenses 21,008,573

Total 68,785,450
Source of funds

General fund 177,615
Special funds 383,700
Internal service funds 67,963,553
Interdepartmental transfers 260,582

Total 68,785,450

Sec. B.106 Finance and management - budget and management

Personal services 1,404,712
Operating expenses 202,070

Total 1,606,782
Source of funds

General fund 1,258,956
Internal service funds 347,826

Total 1,606,782

Sec. B.107 Finance and management - financial operations

Personal services 2,156,558
Operating expenses 654,972

Total 2,811,530
Source of funds

Internal service funds 2,811,530
Total 2,811,530
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Sec. B.108 Human resources - operations

Personal services 7,996,814
Operating expenses 964,845

Total 8,961,659
Source of funds

General fund 1,940,451
Special funds 277,462
Internal service funds 6,206,438
Interdepartmental transfers 537,308

Total 8,961,659

Sec. B.108.1 Human resources - VTHR operations

Personal services 1,742,267
Operating expenses 826,247

Total 2,568,514
Source of funds

Internal service funds 2,568,514
Total 2,568,514

Sec. B.109 Human resources - employee benefits & wellness

Personal services 1,086,810
Operating expenses 588,021

Total 1,674,831
Source of funds

Internal service funds 1,674,831
Total 1,674,831

Sec. B.110 Libraries

Personal services 1,896,316
Operating expenses 1,141,410
Grants 246,453

Total 3,284,179
Source of funds

General fund 2,025,918
Special funds 97,571
Federal funds 1,064,162
Interdepartmental transfers 96,528

Total 3,284,179

Sec. B.111 Tax - administration/collection

Personal services 13,739,129
Operating expenses 6,661,305

Total 20,400,434
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Source of funds
General fund 18,686,980
Special funds 1,570,888
Interdepartmental transfers 142,566

Total 20,400,434

Sec. B.112 Buildings and general services - administration

Personal services 658,069
Operating expenses 98,172

Total 756,241
Source of funds

Interdepartmental transfers 756,241
Total 756,241

Sec. B.113 Buildings and general services - engineering

Personal services 2,580,949
Operating expenses 851,576

Total 3,432,525
Source of funds

Interdepartmental transfers 3,432,525
Total 3,432,525

Sec. B.114 Buildings and general services - information centers

Personal services 3,360,294
Operating expenses 1,566,365
Grants 35,750

Total 4,962,409
Source of funds

General fund 642,885
Transportation fund 3,868,566
Special funds 450,958

Total 4,962,409

Sec. B.115 Buildings and general services - purchasing

Personal services 1,035,471
Operating expenses 194,860

Total 1,230,331
Source of funds

General fund 1,230,331
Total 1,230,331

Sec. B.116 Buildings and general services - postal services

Personal services 744,615
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Operating expenses 116,495
Total 861,110

Source of funds
General fund 85,063
Internal service funds 776,047

Total 861,110

Sec. B.117 Buildings and general services - copy center

Personal services 744,283
Operating expenses 127,416

Total 871,699
Source of funds

Internal service funds 871,699
Total 871,699

Sec. B.118 Buildings and general services - fleet management services

Personal services 698,806
Operating expenses 234,969

Total 933,775
Source of funds

Internal service funds 933,775
Total 933,775

Sec. B.119 Buildings and general services - federal surplus property

Personal services 20,052
Operating expenses 6,239

Total 26,291
Source of funds

Enterprise funds 26,291
Total 26,291

Sec. B.120 Buildings and general services - state surplus property

Personal services 160,360
Operating expenses 110,630

Total 270,990
Source of funds

Internal service funds 270,990
Total 270,990

Sec. B.121 Buildings and general services - property management

Personal services 1,197,164
Operating expenses 457,316

Total 1,654,480
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Source of funds
Internal service funds 1,654,480

Total 1,654,480

Sec. B.122 Buildings and general services - fee for space

Personal services 16,277,217
Operating expenses 13,710,792

Total 29,988,009
Source of funds

Internal service funds 29,988,009
Total 29,988,009

Sec. B.124 Executive office - governor's office

Personal services 1,384,251
Operating expenses 460,831

Total 1,845,082
Source of funds

General fund 1,658,582
Interdepartmental transfers 186,500

Total 1,845,082

Sec. B.125 Legislative council

Personal services 4,063,930
Operating expenses 827,857

Total 4,891,787
Source of funds

General fund 4,891,787
Total 4,891,787

Sec. B.126 Legislature

Personal services 3,991,578
Operating expenses 3,809,338

Total 7,800,916
Source of funds

General fund 7,800,916
Total 7,800,916

Sec. B.127 Joint fiscal committee

Personal services 1,696,568
Operating expenses 159,358

Total 1,855,926
Source of funds

General fund 1,855,926
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Total 1,855,926

Sec. B.128 Sergeant at arms

Personal services 737,216
Operating expenses 68,612

Total 805,828
Source of funds

General fund 805,828
Total 805,828

Sec. B.129 Lieutenant governor

Personal services 223,583
Operating expenses 30,968

Total 254,551
Source of funds

General fund 254,551
Total 254,551

Sec. B.130 Auditor of accounts

Personal services 3,343,827
Operating expenses 158,619

Total 3,502,446
Source of funds

General fund 390,871
Special funds 53,145
Internal service funds 3,058,430

Total 3,502,446

Sec. B.131 State treasurer

Personal services 3,653,014
Operating expenses 211,031

Total 3,864,045
Source of funds

General fund 969,366
Special funds 2,781,017
Interdepartmental transfers 113,662

Total 3,864,045

Sec. B.132 State treasurer - unclaimed property

Personal services 821,158
Operating expenses 304,543

Total 1,125,701
Source of funds
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Private purpose trust funds 1,125,701
Total 1,125,701

Sec. B.133 Vermont state retirement system

Personal services 6,111,601
Operating expenses 1,365,073

Total 7,476,674
Source of funds

Pension trust funds 7,476,674
Total 7,476,674

Sec. B.134 Municipal employees' retirement system

Personal services 2,215,683
Operating expenses 789,980

Total 3,005,663
Source of funds

Pension trust funds 3,005,663
Total 3,005,663

Sec. B.135 State labor relations board

Personal services 212,663
Operating expenses 48,378

Total 261,041
Source of funds

General fund 251,465
Special funds 6,788
Interdepartmental transfers 2,788

Total 261,041

Sec. B.136 VOSHA review board

Personal services 75,650
Operating expenses 13,016

Total 88,666
Source of funds

General fund 44,333
Interdepartmental transfers 44,333

Total 88,666

Sec. B.136.1 Ethics Commission

Personal services 106,862
Operating expenses 13,981

Total 120,843
Source of funds
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Internal service funds 120,843
Total 120,843

Sec. B.137 Homeowner rebate

Grants 16,600,000
Total 16,600,000

Source of funds
General fund 16,600,000

Total 16,600,000

Sec. B.138 Renter rebate

Grants 10,500,000
Total 10,500,000

Source of funds
General fund 3,150,000
Education fund 7,350,000

Total 10,500,000

Sec. B.139 Tax department - reappraisal and listing payments

Grants 3,295,021
Total 3,295,021

Source of funds
Education fund 3,295,021

Total 3,295,021

Sec. B.140 Municipal current use

Grants 15,981,672
Total 15,981,672

Source of funds
General fund 15,981,672

Total 15,981,672

Sec. B.141 Lottery commission

Personal services 1,881,368
Operating expenses 1,427,706
Grants 100,000

Total 3,409,074
Source of funds

Enterprise funds 3,409,074
Total 3,409,074

Sec. B.142 Payments in lieu of taxes

Grants 7,886,000
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Total 7,886,000
Source of funds

Special funds 7,886,000
Total 7,886,000

Sec. B.143 Payments in lieu of taxes - Montpelier

Grants 184,000
Total 184,000

Source of funds
Special funds 184,000

Total 184,000

Sec. B.144 Payments in lieu of taxes - correctional facilities

Grants 40,000
Total 40,000

Source of funds
Special funds 40,000

Total 40,000

Sec. B.145 Total general government

Source of funds
General fund 81,590,116
Transportation fund 3,868,566
Special funds 13,831,529
Education fund 10,645,021
Federal funds 1,064,162
Internal service funds 120,710,053
Interdepartmental transfers 6,852,764
Enterprise funds 3,435,365
Pension trust funds 10,482,337
Private purpose trust funds 1,125,701

Total 253,605,614

Sec. B.200 Attorney general

Personal services 10,228,901
Operating expenses 1,423,414
Grants 26,894

Total 11,679,209
Source of funds

General fund 5,206,635
Special funds 1,960,836
Tobacco fund 348,000
Federal funds 1,220,634
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Interdepartmental transfers 2,943,104
Total 11,679,209

Sec. B.201 Vermont court diversion

Personal services 874,000
Grants 1,996,483

Total 2,870,483
Source of funds

General fund 2,270,486
Special funds 599,997

Total 2,870,483

Sec. B.202 Defender general - public defense

Personal services 11,516,891
Operating expenses 1,082,613

Total 12,599,504
Source of funds

General fund 12,009,851
Special funds 589,653

Total 12,599,504

Sec. B.203 Defender general - assigned counsel

Personal services 5,679,410
Operating expenses 49,819

Total 5,729,229
Source of funds

General fund 5,729,229
Total 5,729,229

Sec. B.204 Judiciary

Personal services 40,424,989
Operating expenses 9,550,786
Grants 76,030

Total 50,051,805
Source of funds

General fund 43,911,694
Special funds 3,174,315
Federal funds 640,524
Interdepartmental transfers 2,325,272

Total 50,051,805

Sec. B.205 State's attorneys

Personal services 13,277,576



- 2349 -

Operating expenses 1,834,103
Total 15,111,679

Source of funds
General fund 12,291,761
Special funds 106,471
Federal funds 31,000
Interdepartmental transfers 2,682,447

Total 15,111,679

Sec. B.206 Special investigative unit

Personal services 85,000
Operating expenses 1,100
Grants 1,913,000

Total 1,999,100
Source of funds

General fund 1,999,100
Total 1,999,100

Sec. B.207 Sheriffs

Personal services 4,111,739
Operating expenses 395,623

Total 4,507,362
Source of funds

General fund 4,507,362
Total 4,507,362

Sec. B.208 Public safety - administration

Personal services 2,686,370
Operating expenses 2,992,157

Total 5,678,527
Source of funds

General fund 2,671,645
Special funds 5,000
Federal funds 263,124
Interdepartmental transfers 2,738,758

Total 5,678,527

Sec. B.209 Public safety - state police

Personal services 54,187,733
Operating expenses 10,167,293
Grants 1,356,805

Total 65,711,831
Source of funds
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General fund 36,604,914
Transportation fund 20,250,000
Special funds 2,984,667
Federal funds 3,798,422
Interdepartmental transfers 2,073,828

Total 65,711,831

Sec. B.210 Public safety - criminal justice services

Personal services 4,541,909
Operating expenses 3,505,387
Grants 120,000

Total 8,167,296
Source of funds

General fund 4,302,246
Special funds 1,930,061
Federal funds 1,754,848
Interdepartmental transfers 180,141

Total 8,167,296

Sec. B.211 Public safety - emergency management

Personal services 2,943,888
Operating expenses 1,351,913
Grants 9,555,611

Total 13,851,412
Source of funds

General fund 421,265
Special funds 230,000
Federal funds 13,002,034
Interdepartmental transfers 198,113

Total 13,851,412

Sec. B.212 Public safety - fire safety

Personal services 6,507,997
Operating expenses 3,372,767
Grants 107,000

Total 9,987,764
Source of funds

General fund 399,264
Special funds 8,667,177
Federal funds 876,323
Interdepartmental transfers 45,000

Total 9,987,764
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Sec. B.213 Public safety - Forensic Laboratory

Personal services 2,979,721
Operating expenses 1,345,832

Total 4,325,553
Source of funds

General fund 3,032,024
Special funds 94,238
Federal funds 414,702
Interdepartmental transfers 784,589

Total 4,325,553

Sec. B.215 Military - administration

Personal services 780,557
Operating expenses 364,404
Grants 100,000

Total 1,244,961
Source of funds

General fund 1,244,961
Total 1,244,961

Sec. B.216 Military - air service contract

Personal services 5,849,570
Operating expenses 892,643

Total 6,742,213
Source of funds

General fund 575,144
Federal funds 6,167,069

Total 6,742,213

Sec. B.217 Military - army service contract

Personal services 7,823,655
Operating expenses 6,155,064

Total 13,978,719
Source of funds

Federal funds 13,978,719
Total 13,978,719

Sec. B.218 Military - building maintenance

Personal services 752,009
Operating expenses 745,028

Total 1,497,037
Source of funds

General fund 1,437,037
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Special funds 60,000
Total 1,497,037

Sec. B.219 Military - veterans' affairs

Personal services 784,278
Operating expenses 169,972
Grants 85,484

Total 1,039,734
Source of funds

General fund 799,724
Special funds 140,010
Federal funds 100,000

Total 1,039,734

Sec. B.220 Center for crime victim services

Personal services 1,908,428
Operating expenses 345,834
Grants 10,632,103

Total 12,886,365
Source of funds

General fund 1,264,158
Special funds 5,341,178
Federal funds 6,281,029

Total 12,886,365

Sec. B.221 Criminal justice training council

Personal services 1,193,040
Operating expenses 1,283,697

Total 2,476,737
Source of funds

General fund 2,355,582
Interdepartmental transfers 121,155

Total 2,476,737

Sec. B.222 Agriculture, food and markets - administration

Personal services 1,419,565
Operating expenses 499,463
Grants 272,972

Total 2,192,000
Source of funds

General fund 969,921
Special funds 809,473
Federal funds 412,606
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Total 2,192,000

Sec. B.223 Agriculture, food and markets - food safety and consumer
protection

Personal services 4,228,755
Operating expenses 866,590
Grants 2,750,000

Total 7,845,345
Source of funds

General fund 2,829,250
Special funds 3,743,410
Federal funds 1,265,685
Interdepartmental transfers 7,000

Total 7,845,345

Sec. B.224 Agriculture, food and markets - agricultural development

Personal services 1,478,216
Operating expenses 1,045,214
Grants 1,240,875

Total 3,764,305
Source of funds

General fund 1,920,068
Special funds 666,160
Federal funds 1,136,040
Interdepartmental transfers 42,037

Total 3,764,305

Sec. B.225 Agriculture, food and markets - agricultural resource management
and environmental stewardship

Personal services 2,047,494
Operating expenses 488,054
Grants 140,000

Total 2,675,548
Source of funds

General fund 662,248
Special funds 1,515,661
Federal funds 397,224
Interdepartmental transfers 100,415

Total 2,675,548

Sec. B.225.1 Agriculture, food and markets - Vermont Agriculture and
Environmental Lab

Personal services 1,422,582
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Operating expenses 2,350,767
Total 3,773,349

Source of funds
General fund 857,420
Special funds 2,505,055
Federal funds 350,000
Interdepartmental transfers 60,874

Total 3,773,349

Sec. B.225.2 Agriculture, Food and Markets - Clean Water

Personal services 2,460,376
Operating expenses 415,019
Grants 1,707,000

Total 4,582,395
Source of funds

General fund 1,149,854
Special funds 3,145,906
Federal funds 48,812
Interdepartmental transfers 237,823

Total 4,582,395

Sec. B.226 Financial regulation - administration

Personal services 1,848,070
Operating expenses 394,685

Total 2,242,755
Source of funds

Special funds 2,242,755
Total 2,242,755

Sec. B.227 Financial regulation - banking

Personal services 1,723,226
Operating expenses 400,714

Total 2,123,940
Source of funds

Special funds 2,123,940
Total 2,123,940

Sec. B.228 Financial regulation - insurance

Personal services 3,982,567
Operating expenses 579,112

Total 4,561,679
Source of funds

Special funds 4,561,679
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Total 4,561,679

Sec. B.229 Financial regulation - captive insurance

Personal services 4,528,647
Operating expenses 568,615

Total 5,097,262
Source of funds

Special funds 5,097,262
Total 5,097,262

Sec. B.230 Financial regulation - securities

Personal services 884,305
Operating expenses 191,805

Total 1,076,110
Source of funds

Special funds 1,076,110
Total 1,076,110

Sec. B.232 Secretary of state

Personal services 9,247,500
Operating expenses 2,501,529

Total 11,749,029
Source of funds

Special funds 10,453,613
Federal funds 1,220,416
Interdepartmental transfers 75,000

Total 11,749,029

Sec. B.233 Public service - regulation and energy

Personal services 10,977,385
Operating expenses 1,818,966
Grants 3,768,878

Total 16,565,229
Source of funds

Special funds 14,296,660
Federal funds 1,182,983
ARRA funds 1,010,000
Interdepartmental transfers 50,000
Enterprise funds 25,586

Total 16,565,229

Sec. B.234 Public utility commission

Personal services 3,238,861
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Operating expenses 461,954
Total 3,700,815

Source of funds
Special funds 3,700,815

Total 3,700,815

Sec. B.235 Enhanced 9-1-1 Board

Personal services 3,715,294
Operating expenses 395,889
Grants 720,000

Total 4,831,183
Source of funds

Special funds 4,831,183
Total 4,831,183

Sec. B.236 Human rights commission

Personal services 497,679
Operating expenses 70,557

Total 568,236
Source of funds

General fund 492,122
Federal funds 76,114

Total 568,236

Sec. B.237 Liquor control - administration

Personal services 5,751,696
Operating expenses 970,391

Total 6,722,087
Source of funds

Enterprise funds 6,722,087
Total 6,722,087

Sec. B.238 Liquor control - enforcement and licensing

Personal services 2,152,769
Operating expenses 554,933

Total 2,707,702
Source of funds

Special funds 20,000
Tobacco fund 213,843
Federal funds 312,503
Interdepartmental transfers 16,300
Enterprise funds 2,145,056

Total 2,707,702
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Sec. B.239 Liquor control - warehousing and distribution

Personal services 1,020,365
Operating expenses 495,462

Total 1,515,827
Source of funds

Enterprise funds 1,515,827
Total 1,515,827

Sec. B.240 Total protection to persons and property

Source of funds
General fund 151,914,965
Transportation fund 20,250,000
Special funds 86,673,285
Tobacco fund 561,843
Federal funds 54,930,811
ARRA funds 1,010,000
Interdepartmental transfers 14,681,856
Enterprise funds 10,408,556

Total 340,431,316

Sec. B.300 Human services - agency of human services - secretary's office

Personal services 8,771,938
Operating expenses 11,443,486
Grants 4,983,315

Total 25,198,739
Source of funds

General fund 7,387,754
Special funds 91,017
Federal funds 16,056,135
Global Commitment fund 453,000
Interdepartmental transfers 1,210,833

Total 25,198,739

Sec. B.301 Secretary's office - global commitment

Operating expenses 3,156,749
Grants 1,585,123,038

Total 1,588,279,787
Source of funds

General fund 282,423,430
Special funds 28,902,465
Tobacco fund 20,299,373
State health care resources fund 284,480,725
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Federal funds 955,341,512
Interdepartmental transfers 16,832,282

Total 1,588,279,787

Sec. B.302 Rate setting

Personal services 916,668
Operating expenses 96,744

Total 1,013,412
Source of funds

General fund 506,706
Federal funds 506,706

Total 1,013,412

Sec. B.303 Developmental disabilities council

Personal services 402,333
Operating expenses 71,003
Grants 150,000

Total 623,336
Source of funds

Federal funds 623,336
Total 623,336

Sec. B.304 Human services board

Personal services 703,725
Operating expenses 83,296

Total 787,021
Source of funds

General fund 425,466
Federal funds 319,974
Interdepartmental transfers 41,581

Total 787,021

Sec. B.305 AHS - administrative fund

Personal services 350,000
Operating expenses 10,150,000

Total 10,500,000
Source of funds

Interdepartmental transfers 10,500,000
Total 10,500,000

Sec. B.306 Department of Vermont health access - administration

Personal services 150,000,858
Operating expenses 5,878,419
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Grants 7,314,742
Total 163,194,019

Source of funds
General fund 26,674,061
Special funds 3,522,585
Federal funds 118,955,295
Global Commitment fund 6,795,089
Interdepartmental transfers 7,246,989

Total 163,194,019

Sec. B.307 Department of Vermont health access - Medicaid program - global
commitment

Grants 730,365,025
Total 730,365,025

Source of funds
Global Commitment fund 730,365,025

Total 730,365,025

Sec. B.308 Department of Vermont health access - Medicaid program - long
term care waiver

Grants 204,539,092
Total 204,539,092

Source of funds
Global Commitment fund 204,539,092

Total 204,539,092

Sec. B.309 Department of Vermont health access - Medicaid program - state
only

Grants 47,955,940
Total 47,955,940

Source of funds
General fund 39,074,163
Global Commitment fund 8,881,777

Total 47,955,940

Sec. B.310 Department of Vermont health access - Medicaid non-waiver
matched

Grants 31,345,248
Total 31,345,248

Source of funds
General fund 11,400,406
Federal funds 19,944,842

Total 31,345,248
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Sec. B.311 Health - administration and support

Personal services 5,369,099
Operating expenses 5,125,954
Grants 3,725,000

Total 14,220,053
Source of funds

General fund 2,586,570
Special funds 1,737,815
Federal funds 6,407,531
Global Commitment fund 3,443,137
Interdepartmental transfers 45,000

Total 14,220,053

Sec. B.312 Health - public health

Personal services 42,670,151
Operating expenses 8,262,008
Grants 36,783,759

Total 87,715,918
Source of funds

General fund 9,653,976
Special funds 17,368,655
Tobacco fund 1,088,918
Federal funds 46,023,114
Global Commitment fund 12,436,255
Interdepartmental transfers 1,120,000
Permanent trust funds 25,000

Total 87,715,918

Sec. B.313 Health - alcohol and drug abuse programs

Personal services 4,228,751
Operating expenses 255,634
Grants 49,572,962

Total 54,057,347
Source of funds

General fund 2,468,452
Special funds 1,163,962
Tobacco fund 949,917
Federal funds 14,495,543
Global Commitment fund 34,979,473

Total 54,057,347

Sec. B.314 Mental health - mental health
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Personal services 30,983,975
Operating expenses 3,754,146
Grants 208,315,176

Total 243,053,297
Source of funds

General fund 5,931,693
Special funds 434,904
Federal funds 8,782,053
Global Commitment fund 227,884,647
Interdepartmental transfers 20,000

Total 243,053,297

Sec. B.316 Department for children and families - administration & support
services

Personal services 39,883,238
Operating expenses 11,312,882
Grants 3,019,141

Total 54,215,261
Source of funds

General fund 26,574,313
Special funds 2,591,557
Federal funds 22,956,549
Global Commitment fund 1,875,508
Interdepartmental transfers 217,334

Total 54,215,261

Sec. B.317 Department for children and families - family services

Personal services 33,369,525
Operating expenses 4,951,233
Grants 75,193,282

Total 113,514,040
Source of funds

General fund 36,532,377
Special funds 967,587
Federal funds 27,125,458
Global Commitment fund 48,754,229
Interdepartmental transfers 134,389

Total 113,514,040

Sec. B.318 Department for children and families - child development

Personal services 4,373,097
Operating expenses 666,405
Grants 78,641,229
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Total 83,680,731
Source of funds

General fund 33,309,452
Special funds 1,820,000
Federal funds 37,067,384
Global Commitment fund 11,483,895

Total 83,680,731

Sec. B.319 Department for children and families - office of child support

Personal services 10,358,904
Operating expenses 3,664,980

Total 14,023,884
Source of funds

General fund 3,811,164
Special funds 455,719
Federal funds 9,369,401
Interdepartmental transfers 387,600

Total 14,023,884

Sec. B.320 Department for children and families - aid to aged, blind and
disabled

Personal services 2,252,206
Grants 11,298,023

Total 13,550,229
Source of funds

General fund 9,649,899
Global Commitment fund 3,900,330

Total 13,550,229

Sec. B.321 Department for children and families - general assistance

Personal services 15,000
Grants 6,912,360

Total 6,927,360
Source of funds

General fund 6,530,025
Federal funds 111,320
Global Commitment fund 286,015

Total 6,927,360

Sec. B.322 Department for children and families - 3SquaresVT

Grants 29,827,906
Total 29,827,906

Source of funds



- 2363 -

Federal funds 29,827,906
Total 29,827,906

Sec. B.323 Department for children and families - reach up

Operating expenses 51,519
Grants 32,420,849

Total 32,472,368
Source of funds

General fund 6,423,546
Special funds 21,024,984
Federal funds 2,342,220
Global Commitment fund 2,681,618

Total 32,472,368

Sec. B.324 Department for children and families - home heating fuel
assistance/LIHEAP

Grants 15,019,953
Total 15,019,953

Source of funds
Special funds 1,434,217
Federal funds 13,585,736

Total 15,019,953

Sec. B.325 Department for children and families - office of economic
opportunity

Personal services 496,450
Operating expenses 43,133
Grants 9,610,253

Total 10,149,836
Source of funds

General fund 4,767,340
Special funds 57,990
Federal funds 4,494,818
Global Commitment fund 829,688

Total 10,149,836

Sec. B.326 Department for children and families - OEO - weatherization
assistance

Personal services 321,661
Operating expenses 43,448
Grants 10,554,220

Total 10,919,329
Source of funds
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Special funds 6,325,418
Federal funds 4,593,911

Total 10,919,329

Sec. B.327 Department for children and families - Woodside rehabilitation
center

Personal services 5,478,901
Operating expenses 717,907

Total 6,196,808
Source of funds

General fund 1,134,164
Global Commitment fund 4,965,644
Interdepartmental transfers 97,000

Total 6,196,808

Sec. B.328 Department for children and families - disability determination
services

Personal services 5,978,035
Operating expenses 411,111

Total 6,389,146
Source of funds

General fund 103,081
Federal funds 6,286,065

Total 6,389,146

Sec. B.329 Disabilities, aging, and independent living - administration &
support

Personal services 31,585,910
Operating expenses 5,477,387

Total 37,063,297
Source of funds

General fund 16,304,973
Special funds 1,390,457
Federal funds 18,301,583
Interdepartmental transfers 1,066,284

Total 37,063,297

Sec. B.330 Disabilities, aging, and independent living - advocacy and
independent living grants

Grants 20,067,904
Total 20,067,904

Source of funds
General fund 7,553,375



- 2365 -

Federal funds 7,148,466
Global Commitment fund 5,366,063

Total 20,067,904

Sec. B.331 Disabilities, aging, and independent living - blind and visually
impaired

Grants 1,451,457
Total 1,451,457

Source of funds
General fund 389,154
Special funds 223,450
Federal funds 593,853
Global Commitment fund 245,000

Total 1,451,457

Sec. B.332 Disabilities, aging, and independent living - vocational
rehabilitation

Grants 7,174,368
Total 7,174,368

Source of funds
General fund 1,371,845
Federal funds 4,552,523
Interdepartmental transfers 1,250,000

Total 7,174,368

Sec. B.333 Disabilities, aging, and independent living - developmental services

Grants 221,097,985
Total 221,097,985

Source of funds
General fund 155,125
Special funds 15,463
Federal funds 359,857
Global Commitment fund 220,522,540
Interdepartmental transfers 45,000

Total 221,097,985

Sec. B.334 Disabilities, aging, and independent living - TBI home and
community based waiver

Grants 6,005,225
Total 6,005,225

Source of funds
Global Commitment fund 6,005,225

Total 6,005,225
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Sec. B.335 Corrections - administration

Personal services 2,947,820
Operating expenses 238,644

Total 3,186,464
Source of funds

General fund 3,186,464
Total 3,186,464

Sec. B.336 Corrections - parole board

Personal services 300,845
Operating expenses 81,081

Total 381,926
Source of funds

General fund 381,926
Total 381,926

Sec. B.337 Corrections - correctional education

Personal services 3,172,318
Operating expenses 244,932

Total 3,417,250
Source of funds

Education fund 3,268,466
Interdepartmental transfers 148,784

Total 3,417,250

Sec. B.338 Corrections - correctional services

Personal services 109,065,960
Operating expenses 21,128,473
Grants 9,163,138

Total 139,357,571
Source of funds

General fund 132,472,462
Special funds 629,963
Federal funds 470,962
Global Commitment fund 5,387,869
Interdepartmental transfers 396,315

Total 139,357,571

Sec. B.339 Corrections - Correctional services-out of state beds

Personal services 7,351,324
Total 7,351,324

Source of funds
General fund 7,351,324
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Total 7,351,324

Sec. B.340 Corrections - correctional facilities - recreation

Personal services 406,528
Operating expenses 455,845

Total 862,373
Source of funds

Special funds 862,373
Total 862,373

Sec. B.341 Corrections - Vermont offender work program

Personal services 1,447,800
Operating expenses 525,784

Total 1,973,584
Source of funds

Internal service funds 1,973,584
Total 1,973,584

Sec. B.342 Vermont veterans' home - care and support services

Personal services 18,756,245
Operating expenses 4,949,905

Total 23,706,150
Source of funds

General fund 3,998,789
Special funds 11,281,346
Federal funds 8,426,015

Total 23,706,150

Sec. B.343 Commission on women

Personal services 316,110
Operating expenses 67,352

Total 383,462
Source of funds

General fund 380,962
Special funds 2,500

Total 383,462

Sec. B.344 Retired senior volunteer program

Grants 151,096
Total 151,096

Source of funds
General fund 151,096

Total 151,096
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Sec. B.345 Green Mountain Care Board

Personal services 7,702,068
Operating expenses 342,708

Total 8,044,776
Source of funds

General fund 2,032,469
Special funds 3,446,789
Federal funds 70,000
Global Commitment fund 2,495,518

Total 8,044,776

Sec. B.346 Total human services

Source of funds
General fund 693,097,975
Special funds 105,751,216
Tobacco fund 22,338,208
State health care resources fund 284,480,725
Education fund 3,268,466
Federal funds 1,385,140,068
Global Commitment fund 1,544,576,637
Internal service funds 1,973,584
Interdepartmental transfers 40,759,391
Permanent trust funds 25,000

Total 4,081,411,270

Sec. B.400 Labor - programs

Personal services 29,773,882
Operating expenses 9,518,580
Grants 1,876,867

Total 41,169,329
Source of funds

General fund 2,980,386
Special funds 3,616,477
Federal funds 33,222,466
Interdepartmental transfers 1,350,000

Total 41,169,329

Sec. B.401 Total labor

Source of funds
General fund 2,980,386
Special funds 3,616,477
Federal funds 33,222,466
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Interdepartmental transfers 1,350,000
Total 41,169,329

Sec. B.500 Education - finance and administration

Personal services 7,569,932
Operating expenses 3,575,080
Grants 15,540,935

Total 26,685,947
Source of funds

General fund 3,795,807
Special funds 16,280,409
Education fund 995,597
Federal funds 2,396,087
Global Commitment fund 260,000
Interdepartmental transfers 2,958,047

Total 26,685,947

Sec. B.501 Education - education services

Personal services 18,451,314
Operating expenses 1,473,983
Grants 126,074,411

Total 145,999,708
Source of funds

General fund 5,681,029
Special funds 3,202,682
Tobacco fund 750,388
Federal funds 135,118,942
Interdepartmental transfers 1,246,667

Total 145,999,708

Sec. B.502 Education - special education: formula grants

Grants 198,471,642
Total 198,471,642

Source of funds
Education fund 198,471,642

Total 198,471,642

Sec. B.503 Education - state-placed students

Grants 15,700,000
Total 15,700,000

Source of funds
Education fund 15,700,000

Total 15,700,000
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Sec. B.504 Education - adult education and literacy

Grants 4,371,050
Total 4,371,050

Source of funds
General fund 635,000
Education fund 2,970,000
Federal funds 766,050

Total 4,371,050

Sec. B.504.1 Education - Flexible Pathways

Grants 7,346,000
Total 7,346,000

Source of funds
Education fund 7,346,000

Total 7,346,000

Sec. B.505 Education - adjusted education payment

Grants 1,371,075,706
Total 1,371,075,706

Source of funds
Education fund 1,371,075,706

Total 1,371,075,706

Sec. B.506 Education - transportation

Grants 19,226,000
Total 19,226,000

Source of funds
Education fund 19,226,000

Total 19,226,000

Sec. B.507 Education - small school grants

Grants 7,600,000
Total 7,600,000

Source of funds
Education fund 7,600,000

Total 7,600,000

Sec. B.510 Education - essential early education grant

Grants 6,617,213
Total 6,617,213

Source of funds
Education fund 6,617,213

Total 6,617,213
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Sec. B.511 Education - technical education

Grants 13,932,162
Total 13,932,162

Source of funds
Education fund 13,932,162

Total 13,932,162

Sec. B.513 Appropriation and transfer to education fund

Grants 322,905,813
Total 322,905,813

Source of funds
General fund 322,905,813

Total 322,905,813

Sec. B.514 State teachers' retirement system

Grants 99,940,777
Total 99,940,777

Source of funds
General fund 92,241,519
Education fund 7,699,258

Total 99,940,777

Sec. B.514.1 State teachers' retirement system administration

Personal services 6,217,105
Operating expenses 1,564,274

Total 7,781,379
Source of funds

Pension trust funds 7,781,379
Total 7,781,379

Sec. B.515 Retired teachers' health care and medical benefits

Grants 31,639,205
Total 31,639,205

Source of funds
General fund 31,639,205

Total 31,639,205

Sec. B.516 Total general education

Source of funds
General fund 456,898,373
Special funds 19,483,091
Tobacco fund 750,388
Education fund 1,651,573,578
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Federal funds 138,281,079
Global Commitment fund 260,000
Interdepartmental transfers 4,204,714
Enterprise funds 60,000
Pension trust funds 7,781,379

Total 2,279,292,602

Sec. B.600 University of Vermont

Grants 42,509,093
Total 42,509,093

Source of funds
General fund 39,129,876
Global Commitment fund 3,379,217

Total 42,509,093

Sec. B.601 Vermont Public Broadcast System

Grants 1
Total 1

Source of funds
General fund 1

Total 1

Sec. B.602 Vermont state colleges

Grants 27,300,464
Total 27,300,464

Source of funds
General fund 27,300,464

Total 27,300,464

Sec. B.602.1 Vermont state colleges - Supplemental Aid

Grants 700,000
Total 700,000

Source of funds
General fund 700,000

Total 700,000

Sec. B.603 Vermont state colleges - allied health

Grants 1,157,775
Total 1,157,775

Source of funds
General fund 748,314
Global Commitment fund 409,461

Total 1,157,775
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Sec. B.605 Vermont student assistance corporation

Grants 19,414,588
Total 19,414,588

Source of funds
General fund 19,414,588

Total 19,414,588

Sec. B.606 New England higher education compact

Grants 84,000
Total 84,000

Source of funds
General fund 84,000

Total 84,000

Sec. B.607 University of Vermont - Morgan Horse Farm

Grants 1
Total 1

Source of funds
General fund 1

Total 1

Sec. B.608 Total higher education

Source of funds
General fund 87,377,244
Global Commitment fund 3,788,678

Total 91,165,922

Sec. B.700 Natural resources - agency of natural resources - administration

Personal services 2,179,464
Operating expenses 1,105,224
Grants 34,960

Total 3,319,648
Source of funds

General fund 2,670,382
Special funds 554,112
Interdepartmental transfers 95,154

Total 3,319,648

Sec. B.701 Natural resources - state land local property tax assessment

Operating expenses 2,532,755
Total 2,532,755

Source of funds
General fund 2,111,255
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Interdepartmental transfers 421,500
Total 2,532,755

Sec. B.702 Fish and wildlife - support and field services

Personal services 17,559,395
Operating expenses 5,511,383
Grants 1,078,000

Total 24,148,778
Source of funds

General fund 5,652,621
Special funds 196,212
Fish and wildlife fund 9,505,629
Federal funds 8,691,203
Interdepartmental transfers 93,102
Permanent trust funds 10,011

Total 24,148,778

Sec. B.703 Forests, parks and recreation - administration

Personal services 889,376
Operating expenses 940,315

Total 1,829,691
Source of funds

General fund 1,829,691
Total 1,829,691

Sec. B.704 Forests, parks and recreation - forestry

Personal services 5,587,322
Operating expenses 761,503
Grants 500,000

Total 6,848,825
Source of funds

General fund 4,610,156
Special funds 412,999
Federal funds 1,487,097
Interdepartmental transfers 338,573

Total 6,848,825

Sec. B.705 Forests, parks and recreation - state parks

Personal services 8,403,655
Operating expenses 2,621,163

Total 11,024,818
Source of funds

General fund 434,313
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Special funds 10,590,505
Permanent trust funds 0

Total 11,024,818

Sec. B.706 Forests, parks and recreation - lands administration and recreation

Personal services 1,269,132
Operating expenses 1,378,483
Grants 2,506,787

Total 5,154,402
Source of funds

General fund 673,966
Special funds 2,020,151
Federal funds 2,336,535
Interdepartmental transfers 123,750

Total 5,154,402

Sec. B.708 Forests, parks and recreation - forest and parks access roads

Personal services 65,425
Operating expenses 114,500

Total 179,925
Source of funds

General fund 179,925
Total 179,925

Sec. B.709 Environmental conservation - management and support services

Personal services 6,288,392
Operating expenses 3,391,844
Grants 150,000

Total 9,830,236
Source of funds

General fund 1,074,364
Special funds 457,591
Federal funds 744,676
Interdepartmental transfers 7,553,605

Total 9,830,236

Sec. B.710 Environmental conservation - air and waste management

Personal services 12,383,436
Operating expenses 8,691,215
Grants 5,076,000

Total 26,150,651
Source of funds

General fund 425,825
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Special funds 21,875,082
Federal funds 3,655,939
Interdepartmental transfers 193,805

Total 26,150,651

Sec. B.711 Environmental conservation - office of water programs

Personal services 18,292,585
Operating expenses 6,676,548
Grants 23,754,400

Total 48,723,533
Source of funds

General fund 7,815,563
Special funds 10,333,268
Federal funds 29,486,364
Interdepartmental transfers 1,088,338

Total 48,723,533

Sec. B.713 Natural resources board

Personal services 2,643,689
Operating expenses 495,779

Total 3,139,468
Source of funds

General fund 608,163
Special funds 2,531,305

Total 3,139,468

Sec. B.714 Total natural resources

Source of funds
General fund 28,086,224
Special funds 48,971,225
Fish and wildlife fund 9,505,629
Federal funds 46,401,814
Interdepartmental transfers 9,907,827
Permanent trust funds 10,011

Total 142,882,730

Sec. B.800 Commerce and community development - agency of commerce
and community development - administration

Personal services 1,717,913
Operating expenses 1,373,839
Grants 452,627

Total 3,544,379
Source of funds
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General fund 3,524,379
Special funds 0
Interdepartmental transfers 20,000

Total 3,544,379

Sec. B.801 Economic development

Personal services 3,512,700
Operating expenses 903,397
Grants 5,554,735

Total 9,970,832
Source of funds

General fund 4,563,197
Special funds 2,625,350
Federal funds 2,782,285

Total 9,970,832

Sec. B.802 Housing & community development

Personal services 3,677,757
Operating expenses 745,690
Grants 11,167,128

Total 15,590,575
Source of funds

General fund 2,760,297
Special funds 4,991,756
Federal funds 7,747,771
Interdepartmental transfers 90,751

Total 15,590,575

Sec. B.806 Tourism and marketing

Personal services 1,151,255
Operating expenses 1,743,242
Grants 121,880

Total 3,016,377
Source of funds

General fund 3,016,377
Total 3,016,377

Sec. B.807 Vermont life

Personal services 604,497
Operating expenses 46,108

Total 650,605
Source of funds

Enterprise funds 650,605
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Total 650,605

Sec. B.808 Vermont council on the arts

Grants 717,735
Total 717,735

Source of funds
General fund 717,735

Total 717,735

Sec. B.809 Vermont symphony orchestra

Grants 141,214
Total 141,214

Source of funds
General fund 141,214

Total 141,214

Sec. B.810 Vermont historical society

Grants 961,426
Total 961,426

Source of funds
General fund 961,426

Total 961,426

Sec. B.811 Vermont housing and conservation board

Grants 26,361,035
Total 26,361,035

Source of funds
Special funds 10,940,222
Federal funds 15,420,813

Total 26,361,035

Sec. B.812 Vermont humanities council

Grants 217,959
Total 217,959

Source of funds
General fund 217,959

Total 217,959

Sec. B.813 Total commerce and community development

Source of funds
General fund 15,902,584
Special funds 18,557,328
Federal funds 25,950,869
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Interdepartmental transfers 110,751
Enterprise funds 650,605

Total 61,172,137

Sec. B.900 Transportation - finance and administration

Personal services 11,841,671
Operating expenses 2,759,243
Grants 55,000

Total 14,655,914
Source of funds

Transportation fund 13,637,714
Federal funds 1,018,200

Total 14,655,914

Sec. B.901 Transportation - aviation

Personal services 5,163,838
Operating expenses 8,404,249
Grants 231,676

Total 13,799,763
Source of funds

Transportation fund 4,628,763
Federal funds 9,171,000

Total 13,799,763

Sec. B.902 Transportation - buildings

Operating expenses 1,578,050
Total 1,578,050

Source of funds
Transportation fund 1,578,050

Total 1,578,050

Sec. B.903 Transportation - program development

Personal services 50,457,603
Operating expenses 216,263,480
Grants 34,168,390

Total 300,889,473
Source of funds

Transportation fund 42,549,882
TIB fund 11,894,706
Federal funds 244,766,072
Interdepartmental transfers 239,345
Local match 1,439,468

Total 300,889,473
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Sec. B.904 Transportation - rest areas construction

Personal services 43,000
Operating expenses 701,802

Total 744,802
Source of funds

Transportation fund 76,242
Federal funds 668,560

Total 744,802

Sec. B.905 Transportation - maintenance state system

Personal services 43,007,903
Operating expenses 44,516,596
Grants 371,780

Total 87,896,279
Source of funds

Transportation fund 85,018,492
Federal funds 2,777,787
Interdepartmental transfers 100,000

Total 87,896,279

Sec. B.906 Transportation - policy and planning

Personal services 4,258,996
Operating expenses 923,797
Grants 5,903,691

Total 11,086,484
Source of funds

Transportation fund 2,822,771
Federal funds 8,171,508
Interdepartmental transfers 92,205

Total 11,086,484

Sec. B.907 Transportation - rail

Personal services 5,511,324
Operating expenses 24,087,727

Total 29,599,051
Source of funds

Transportation fund 18,675,520
TIB fund 760,000
Federal funds 10,163,531

Total 29,599,051

Sec. B.908 Transportation - public transit

Personal services 1,226,680
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Operating expenses 244,440
Grants 27,549,109

Total 29,020,229
Source of funds

Transportation fund 7,795,281
Federal funds 21,224,948

Total 29,020,229

Sec. B.909 Transportation - central garage

Personal services 4,283,427
Operating expenses 16,401,097

Total 20,684,524
Source of funds

Internal service funds 20,684,524
Total 20,684,524

Sec. B.910 Department of motor vehicles

Personal services 19,894,921
Operating expenses 11,465,811

Total 31,360,732
Source of funds

Transportation fund 29,760,414
Federal funds 1,458,768
Interdepartmental transfers 141,550

Total 31,360,732

Sec. B.911 Transportation - town highway structures

Grants 6,333,500
Total 6,333,500

Source of funds
Transportation fund 6,333,500

Total 6,333,500

Sec. B.912 Transportation - town highway local technical assistance program

Personal services 363,490
Operating expenses 40,224

Total 403,714
Source of funds

Transportation fund 103,714
Federal funds 300,000

Total 403,714

Sec. B.913 Transportation - town highway class 2 roadway
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Grants 7,648,750
Total 7,648,750

Source of funds
Transportation fund 7,648,750

Total 7,648,750

Sec. B.914 Transportation - town highway bridges

Personal services 3,181,488
Operating expenses 8,683,506
Grants 1,460,000

Total 13,324,994
Source of funds

Transportation fund 1,490,612
TIB fund 547,631
Federal funds 10,594,419
Local match 692,332

Total 13,324,994

Sec. B.915 Transportation - town highway aid program

Grants 25,982,744
Total 25,982,744

Source of funds
Transportation fund 25,982,744

Total 25,982,744

Sec. B.916 Transportation - town highway class 1 supplemental grants

Grants 128,750
Total 128,750

Source of funds
Transportation fund 128,750

Total 128,750

Sec. B.917 Transportation - town highway: state aid for nonfederal disasters

Grants 1,150,000
Total 1,150,000

Source of funds
Transportation fund 1,150,000

Total 1,150,000

Sec. B.918 Transportation - town highway: state aid for federal disasters

Grants 180,000
Total 180,000

Source of funds
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Transportation fund 20,000
Federal funds 160,000

Total 180,000

Sec. B.919 Transportation - municipal mitigation assistance program

Operating expenses 200,000
Grants 8,882,342

Total 9,082,342
Source of funds

Transportation fund 1,240,000
Special funds 2,400,000
Federal funds 5,442,342

Total 9,082,342

Sec. B.920 Transportation - public assistance grant program

Operating expenses 640,000
Grants 4,419,457

Total 5,059,457
Source of funds

Transportation fund 160,000
Special funds 1,419,457
Federal funds 3,000,000
Interdepartmental transfers 480,000

Total 5,059,457

Sec. B.921 Transportation board

Personal services 235,619
Operating expenses 35,924

Total 271,543
Source of funds

Transportation fund 271,543
Total 271,543

Sec. B.922 Total transportation

Source of funds
Transportation fund 251,072,742
TIB fund 13,202,337
Special funds 3,819,457
Federal funds 318,917,135
Internal service funds 20,684,524
Interdepartmental transfers 1,053,100
Local match 2,131,800

Total 610,881,095
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Sec. B.1000 Debt service

Operating expenses 78,097,467
Total 78,097,467

Source of funds
General fund 72,860,749
Transportation fund 1,629,544
ARRA funds 1,102,486
TIB debt service fund 2,504,688

Total 78,097,467

Sec. B.1001 Total debt service

Source of funds
General fund 72,860,749
Transportation fund 1,629,544
ARRA funds 1,102,486
TIB debt service fund 2,504,688

Total 78,097,467

Sec. B.1100 NEXT GENERATION; APPROPRIATIONS AND
TRANSFERS

(a) In fiscal year 2019, $3,055,900 is appropriated or transferred from the
Next Generation Initiative Fund created in 16 V.S.A. § 2887 as prescribed:

(1) Workforce education and training. The amount of $1,605,400 as
follows:

(A) Workforce Education and Training Fund (WETF). The amount
of $1,045,400 is transferred to the Vermont Workforce Education and Training
Fund created in 10 V.S.A. § 543 and subsequently appropriated to the
Department of Labor for workforce education and training. Up to seven
percent of the funds may be used for administration of the program. Of this
amount, $350,000 shall be allocated for competitive grants for internships
through the Vermont Strong Internship Program pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 544.

(B) Adult Career Technical Education Programs. The amount of
$360,000 is appropriated to the Department of Labor in consultation with the
State Workforce Development Board. This appropriation is for the purpose of
awarding competitive grants to regional technical centers and high schools to
provide adult career technical education, as that term is defined in 16 V.S.A.
§ 1522, to unemployed and underemployed Vermont adults.

(C) The amount of $200,000 is appropriated to the Agency of
Commerce and Community Development to issue performance grants to the
University of Vermont and the Vermont Center for Emerging Technologies for
patent development and commercialization of technology and to enhance the
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development of high-technology businesses and Next Generation employment
opportunities throughout Vermont.

(2) Loan repayment. The amount of $30,000 as follows:

(A) Large animal veterinarians’ loan repayment. The amount of
$30,000 is appropriated to the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets for a
loan repayment program for large animal veterinarians pursuant to 6 V.S.A.
§ 20.

(3) Scholarships and grants. The amount of $1,274,500 as follows:

(A) Non-degree VSAC grants. The amount of $494,500 is
appropriated to the Vermont Student Assistance Corporation. These funds
shall be for the purpose of providing nondegree grants to Vermonters to
improve job skills and increase overall employability, enabling them to enroll
in a postsecondary education or training program, with equal emphasis on
adult technical education that is not part of a degree or accredited certificate
program. A portion of these funds shall be used for grants for indirect
educational expenses to students enrolled in training programs. The grants
shall not exceed $3,000 per student. None of these funds shall be used for
administrative overhead.

(B) National Guard Educational Assistance. The amount of
$150,000 is appropriated to Military – administration to be transferred to the
Vermont Student Assistance Corporation for the National Guard Educational
Assistance Program established in 16 V.S.A. § 2856.

(C) Dual enrollment programs and need-based stipend. The amount
of $740,000 is appropriated to the Agency of Education for dual enrollment
programs and $36,000 is appropriated to the Agency of Education to be
transferred to the Vermont Student Assistance Corporation for need-based
stipends pursuant to Sec. E.605.1 of this act.

Sec. B.1100.1 DEPARTMENT OF LABOR RECOMMENDATION FOR
FISCAL YEAR 2020 NEXT GENERATION INITIATIVE
FUND DISTRIBUTION

(a) The Department of Labor, in coordination with the Agencies of
Commerce and Community Development, of Human Services, and of
Education, and in consultation with the State Workforce Development Board,
shall recommend to the Governor on or before December 1, 2018 how
$3,055,900 from the Next Generation Initiative Fund should be allocated or
appropriated in fiscal year 2020 to provide maximum benefit to workforce
education and training, participation in secondary or postsecondary education
by underrepresented groups, and support for promising economic sectors in
Vermont. The State agencies and departments listed herein shall promote
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actively and publicly the availability of the funds to eligible entities.

Sec. B.1101 FISCAL YEAR 2019 ONE-TIME APPROPRIATION FROM
THE ALBERT C. LORD PERMANENT TRUST FUND

(a) The sum of $86,267 is appropriated from the Albert C. Lord Permanent
Trust Fund to the Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation – state parks,
for conservation education activities, consistent with the intended purpose of
the Fund. These funds will be used to pay the cost of one conservation
education position and the cost of publishing conservation education outreach
materials.

Sec. C.100 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. E.605 is amended to read:

Sec. E.605 Vermont student assistance corporation

(a) Of this appropriation, $25,000 is appropriated from the Education
General Fund to the Vermont Student Assistance Corporation to be deposited
into the Trust Fund established in 16 V.S.A. § 2845.

* * *

Sec. C.101 REPEAL

(a) 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. E.301.1 (General Fund reversion)
is repealed.

Sec. C.102 FISCAL YEAR 2018 MEDICAID AUTHORIZED PAYMENT
AND CARRY FORWARD REQUIREMENT

(a) In fiscal year 2018, to extent funds are available within the funds
appropriated in 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. B.301 as amended by
2018 Acts and Resolves No. 87, Sec. 8, as determined by Secretary of Human
Services in consultation with the Commissioner of Finance and Management
and the Legislative Chief Fiscal Officer, the Agency of Human Services:

(1) Shall carry forward to fiscal year 2019 a total of $1,500,000 in
General Funds for fiscal year 2019 obligations. The Commissioner of Finance
and Management is authorized to adjust fiscal year 2018 Federal Fund and
Global Commitment Fund appropriations in the Agency of Human Services
and Department of Vermont Health Access to comport with this provision.

(A) The Commissioner of Finance and Management and the
Secretary of Human Services shall ensure that the budget proposal submitted
for Global Commitment as part of the requirement of 32 V.S.A. § 306 that
does not rely upon anticipated carryforward General Funds, and appropriates
general funds in fiscal year 2020 to the Secretary of Human Services in an
amount sufficient to fund the most current official Medicaid forecast adopted
for fiscal year 2020 under 32 V.S.A. § 305a(c) adjusted for any recommended
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changes to policy or operations that impact the official forecast.

(2) Is authorized to spend $4,500,000 General Funds to fund a
negotiated agreement to settle financial reconciliation of the 2016 year of the
Vermont Health Connect operations.

(3) Shall carry forward to fiscal year 2019 a total of $1,100,000 in
General Funds for premium processing by Vermont Health Connect during
fiscal year 2019. It is anticipated that premium processing functions will be
performed by insurance carriers in the 2020 health insurance year. The
Commissioner of Finance and Management is authorized to adjust fiscal year
2018 Federal Fund and Global Commitment Fund appropriations in the
Agency of Human Services and Department of Vermont Health Access to
comport with this requirement.

Sec. C.103 FISCAL YEAR 2017 ONE-TIME APPROPRIATION CARRY
FORWARD

(a) In fiscal year 2018, the sum of $1,300,000 remaining of the amount
appropriated to the Secretary of Administration in 2017 Acts and Resolves No.
85, Sec. C.100(a), shall be carried forward into fiscal year 2019 for
distribution to the Department for Children and Families to provide funding
for changes in employee classification that were previously approved in
accordance with the collective bargaining agreement.

Sec. C.104 [DELETED]

Sec. C.105 FISCAL YEAR 2018 ONE-TIME TRANSFERS FROM THE
TOBACCO LITIGATION SETTLEMENT FUND

(a) Transfers: The following transfers shall be made from the Tobacco
Litigation Settlement Fund:

(1) $10,000,000 is transferred to the Vermont Teachers’ Retirement
Fund established pursuant to 16 V.S.A. § 1944; and

(2) $5,500,000 is transferred to the Retired Teachers’ Health and
Medical Benefits Fund established by 16 V.S.A. § 1944b to reduce any
outstanding balance of any interfund loan authorized by the State Treasurer
from the General Fund.

(3) $750,000 is transferred to the Environmental Contingency Fund
established pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 1283 for the purpose of conducting an
evaluation of cleanup alternatives and, if required, a corrective action plan for
PFOA and PFOS releases in the Town of Bennington.

(4) $1,000,000 is transferred to the Complex Litigation Special Fund
established in 3 V.S.A. § 67a.
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Sec. C.105.1 FISCAL YEAR 2018 ONE-TIME APPROPRIATIONS FROM
THE TOBACCO LITIGATION SETTLEMENT FUND

(a) Appropriations: The following appropriations shall be made from the
Tobacco Litigation Settlement Fund:

(1)  $1,000,000  to the Department of Buildings and General Services to
be used in combination with capital funds appropriated in fiscal year 2019 for
renovation and fit-up at the Brattleboro Retreat to provide a minimum of 12
beds, including level-1 beds, to the State for a period determined by the
Secretary of Human Services to be in the best interest to the State.  The
Department of Buildings and General Services shall not expend any funds
from this appropriation until the Commissioner of Buildings and General
Services and the Secretary of Human Services have notified the Commissioner
of Finance and Management and the Chairs of the House Committee on
Corrections and Institutions and the Senate Committee on Institutions that an
agreement has been executed between the Brattleboro Retreat and the State.

(2) $500,000 is appropriated to the University of Vermont;

(3) $500,000 is appropriated to the Vermont State Treasurer to offset
costs of interest and principal at the Treasurer’s discretion for longer-term
State building efficiency investment funding. The Treasurer and the
Commissioner of Buildings and General Services shall report to the House and
Senate Committees on Appropriations, the House Committee on Corrections
and Institutions, and the Senate Committee on Institutions on the use of these
funds.

(4) $2,000,000 is appropriated to the Agency of Human Services. The
use of these funds shall be pursuant to the plan specified by the Tobacco
Evaluation and Review Board.

(5) $200,000 to the Department of Health to conduct two blood draw
clinics in Bennington in calendar 2018 for current and prior members of the
community who may have had long-term exposure PFOA and PFOS releases
in the Town of Bennington

(6) $500,000 to the Department of Corrections to design reentry
programming that will result in stronger support and reintegration into the
community for inmates and lower recidivism.

(7) $400,000 to the Department of Corrections for Medication Assisted
Treatment as specified in S. 166 of 2018.

(8) $300,000 to the Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation to be
granted to the Vermont Youth Conservation Corp in even increments of
$100,000 in fiscal years 2018, 2019, and 2020.
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(9) $100,000 to the Department for Children and Families’ Child
Development Division, which shall, in consultation with the Permanent Fund
and Building Bright Futures (Vermont’s Early Childhood State Advisory
Council), analyze how Vermont’s families make early care and education
arrangements for their children.  These funds shall be granted to Building
Bright Futures to contract with the National Opinion Research Center to
survey families in Vermont with children under six years of age about their
child care arrangements and preferences and what factors may constrain
parental choices.  The Department shall provide a copy of the survey
instrument to the House and Senate Committees on Appropriations and the
House Committee on Human Services and the Senate Committee on Health
and Human Services prior to finalizing the instrument for survey
implementation. The Department shall provide a report on the results of the
survey to the General Assembly on or before January 15, 2019.

(10) $200,000 to the Green Mountain Care Board for initial analysis for
a universal primary care system as specified in S.53 of 2018.

Sec. C.106 CHINS CASES SYSTEM STRATEGIC REFORM; CHIEF
SUPERIOR JUDGE; EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF STATE’S
ATTORNEYS AND SHERIFFS; DEFENDER GENERAL

(a) The sum of $7,000,000 is appropriated from the Tobacco Litigation
Settlement Fund to the Judiciary in fiscal year 2018 and shall carry forward for
the uses and based on the allocations set forth in subsections (b) and (c) of this
section. The purpose of the funds is to make strategic investments to
transform the adjudication of CHINS cases in Vermont.

(b) The sum appropriated to the Judiciary in subsection (a) of this section
shall be allocated as follows:

(1) $1,250,000 for fiscal year 2019, which shall not be distributed until
the group defined in subsection (c) of this section provides proposed
expenditures as part of its fiscal year 2019 budget adjustment request;

(2) $2,500,000 for fiscal year 2020, for which the group shall provide
proposed expenditures as part of its fiscal year 2020 budget request or budget
adjustment request, or both;

(3) $2,500,000 for fiscal year 2021, for which the group shall provide
proposed expenditures as part of its fiscal year 2021 budget request or budget
adjustment request, or both; and

(4) $750,000 in fiscal year 2022 or after as needed.

(c) During the 2018 legislative interim, the Chief Superior Judge, the
Executive Director of State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs, and the Defender
General, in consultation with the Commissioners for Children and Families
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and Corrections, shall review and propose changes to the system by which
CHINS cases are processed and adjudicated. In undertaking this review the
group shall evaluate successful models used in other countries, states, or cities.
The proposal shall incorporate innovative approaches to holistic reform and
may include the use of regional and mobile models, judicial masters,
mediation, dedicated resources, and non-judicial alternatives to the CHINS
process. The proposal for reform shall:

(1) support and improve child safety;

(2) provide early screening for substance abuse, mental health, and
trauma of children and parents;

(3) provide early access to services designed to address screening
outcomes;

(4) improve timeliness of adjudication, including timeliness to
permanency for children;

(5) ensure due process;

(6) serve the best interests of the affected children, recognizing that
reunification with the parent often aligns with the child’s needs;

(7) relieve systemic resource and budget pressures; and

(8) lead to lasting changes.

(d) The Chief Superior Judge, the Executive Director of State’s Attorneys
and Sheriffs, and the Defender General shall report on the proposal developed
pursuant to subsection (c) of this section, and shall include a recommendation
on how to allocate the $1,250,000 allocated for fiscal year 2019 to reflect the
vision for reforming the CHINS docket that achieves the outcomes set forth in
subsection (c) of this section:

(1) to the Joint Legislative Justice Oversight Committee on or before
December 1, 2018; and

(2) to the House and Senate Committees on Appropriations on or before
January 15, 2018 as a part of the Judiciary’s recommendations for the fiscal
year 2020 budget.

Sec. C.106.1 EXPANDING THE VERMONT WORKFORCE FOR
SUBSTANCE USE DISORDER TREATMENT AND
MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONALS

(a) The sum of $5,000,000 is appropriated from the Tobacco Litigation
Settlement Fund to the Agency of Human Services in fiscal year 2018 and
shall carry forward for the uses and based on the allocations set forth in
subsections (b) and (c) of this section. The purpose of the funds is to make
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strategic investments in order to expand the supply of high-quality substance
use disorder treatment and mental health professionals available to Vermont
residents in need of their services.

(b) The sum appropriated to the Agency of Human Services in subsection
(a) of this section shall be allocated to the Agency as follows:

(1) $1,500,000 for fiscal year 2019, which shall not be distributed until
the Agency provides proposed expenditures as part of its fiscal year 2019
budget adjustment request;

(2) $1,500,000 for fiscal year 2020, for which the Agency shall provide
proposed expenditures as part of its fiscal year 2020 budget request or budget
adjustment request, or both;

(3) $1,500,000 for fiscal year 2021, for which the Agency shall provide
proposed expenditures as part of its fiscal year 2021 budget request or budget
adjustment request, or both; and

(4) $500,000 which may be provided in fiscal year 2022 or after as
needed to ensure successful and sustainable implementation of the workforce
expansion initiatives developed pursuant to this section.

(c)(1) A committee composed of the Secretary of Human Services or
designee, the President of the University of Vermont or designee, and the
Chancellor of the Vermont State Colleges or designee, in consultation with
representatives of the Area Health Education Centers program at the
University of Vermont College of Medicine, the Vermont Student Assistance
Corporation, the Department of Labor, and substance use disorder treatment
and mental health providers, shall select from among all proposals for use of
the funds allocated pursuant to subsection (b) of this section those most likely
to build capacity in Vermont’s substance use disorder treatment and mental
health systems in a cost-effective and sustainable manner by cultivating,
attracting, recruiting, and retaining high-quality substance use disorder
treatment and mental health professionals. The Secretary of Human Services
shall present the selected proposals to the General Assembly within the
allocations set forth in subsection (b) of this section for approval as part of the
applicable budget or budget adjustment process.

(2) Successful proposals for use of the funds allocated pursuant to
subsection (b) of this section may include scholarships; loan repayment for
high-quality substance use disorder treatment and mental health professionals
who commit to practicing in Vermont; hiring bonuses or loan repayment, or
both, for faculty and staff at institutions of higher education in Vermont to
teach prospective substance use disorder treatment and mental health
professionals; strategic bonuses for high-quality substance use disorder
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treatment and mental health professionals in Vermont’s existing workforce;
and appropriate continuing education and training for substance use disorder
treatment and mental health professionals in Vermont’s existing workforce.

Sec. C.106.2 [DELETED]

Sec. C.106.3 [DELETED]

Sec. C.106.4 [DELETED]

Sec. C.106.5 [DELETED]

Sec. C.107 FISCAL YEAR 2018 GENERAL FUND FINANCIAL CLOSE
OUT

(a) At the close of fiscal year 2018, an amount up to $5,000,000 may be
unreserved from the General Fund Balance Reserve in fiscal year 2018 to the
extent such funds are needed for the General Fund to reduce or eliminate a
negative fund balance.

Sec. C.108 REPEALS

(a) 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 87, Sec. 37 (Temporary General Fund
Reserve) is repealed.

(b) 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 87, Sec. 43 (Use of General Fund Balance
Reserve) is repealed.

Sec. C.109 FISCAL YEAR 2018 FEDERAL FUNDS CONTINGENT
APPROPRIATION

(a) In the event a federal infrastructure bill providing additional federal
funding to Vermont for transportation-related projects is enacted and takes
effect in fiscal year 2018 or fiscal year 2019, such federal funds are
appropriated to the Agency of Transportation in fiscal year 2018 or fiscal year
2019 as provided and under the conditions prescribed in Sec. 2 of H.917 of
2018.

Sec. C.110 IMPLEMENTATION OF PRELIMINARY
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE VERMONT CLIMATE
ACTION COMMISSION

(a) On December 29, 2017, the Vermont Climate Action Commission
(Commission) created by the Governor through Executive Order No. 12-17
made five preliminary recommendations to advance Vermont’s ability to
achieve the Comprehensive Energy Plan’s goals for 2050 to reduce greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions and increase renewable energy. Those recommendations
are implemented by the provisions of this section and those other sections and
bills described in this section.

(b) Recommendations of the Commission and actions taken on them
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include:

(1) Support advanced wood heat: In Sec. C.1000(a)(6) of this act
$200,000 shall be dedicated for additional woodstove change outs to improve
air quality and reduce air emissions related to woodstoves, funded on a one-
time basis;

(2) Increase the pace of weatherization: Two specific actions include:

(A) In H.907 of 2018, the State Treasurer is authorized in fiscal years
2019 and 2020 to invest up to $5,000,000 of funds from the credit facility
established in 10 V.S.A. § 10 for an accelerated weatherization and housing
improvement program. The funds shall be used to support efforts for
households and multi-family rental homes as specified H.907 of 2018.

(B) The Department of Buildings and General Services shall work
with the Treasurer to maximize use of the credit facility for local investments
established in 10 V.S.A. § 10, to fund energy efficiency projects for State
buildings. The amount of $500,000 is appropriated in Sec. C. 105.1(b)(3) of
this act to the Treasurer to offset costs of interest and principal at the
Treasurer’s discretion for longer-term State building efficiency investment
funding.

(3) Study regulatory and market decarbonization mechanisms: The
Joint Fiscal Committee shall contract for independent professional assistance
to analyze the costs and benefits for Vermont of adopting and implementing
policies to reduce GHG emissions caused by Vermont’s consumption of fossil
fuels. There is $120,000 appropriated in Sec. C.1000(a)(1) of this act to the
Joint Fiscal Committee for this study.

(A) The analysis shall include the comparative ability or potential of
the policies to achieve reductions in GHG emissions; to spur economic
development in the State; to encourage innovation in the State; to cause shifts
in employment, including job creation, job loss, and sectors affected; and to
affect the cost of living in Vermont.

(B) The Joint Fiscal Office and the contractor shall consult with the
Climate Commission and the Chairs of the House Committees on Energy and
Technology and on Natural Resources, Wildlife, and Water Resources and the
Senate Committee on Natural Resources and Energy. On or before January 15,
2019, the Joint Fiscal Office shall submit the analysis to those same standing
committees, with a copy to the Climate Commission.

(4) Foster the climate economy: The recommendations in subdivisions
(1), (2), (3), and (5) of this subsection should result in added economic activity
to foster a climate economy.

(5) Electrify the transportation system: The direction concerning the
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use of Environmental Mitigation Trust monies resulting from the Volkswagen
litigation set forth in Sec. E.700 of this act is designed to increase
electrification of transportation.

Sec. C.111 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. B.502 is amended to read:

Sec. B.502 Education – special education: formula grants

Grants 180,749,796 188,749,796
Total 180,749,796 188,749,796

Source of funds
Education fund 180,749,796 188,749,796

Total 180,749,796 188,749,796

Sec. C.112 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. B.503 is amended to read:

Sec. B.503 Education – state placed students

Grants 16,700,000 14,700,000
Total 16,700,000 14,700,000

Source of funds
Education fund 16,700,000 14,700,000

Total 16,700,000 14,700,000

Sec. C.113 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. B.504.1 as amended by 2018
Acts and Resolves No. 87, Sec. 32 is further amended to read:

Sec. B.504.1 Education - Flexible Pathways

Grants 7,850,000 7,100,000
Total 7,850,000 7,100,000

Source of funds
Education fund 7,850,000 7,100,000

Total 7,850,000 7,100,000

Sec. C.114 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. B.516 as amended by 2018
Acts and Resolves No. 87, Sec. 33 is further amended to read:

Sec. B.516 Total general education

Source of funds
General fund 427,964,287 427,964,287
Special funds 22,238,547 22,238,547
Tobacco fund 750,388 750,388
Education fund 1,615,538,843 1,620,788,843
Federal funds 136,958,720 136,958,720
Global Commitment fund 260,000 260,000
Interdepartmental transfers 4,608,110 4,608,110
Pension trust funds 7,687,431 7,687,431



- 2395 -

Total 2,216,006,326 2,221,256,326

Sec. C.115 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. B514 is amended to read:

Sec. B.514 State teachers’ retirement system

Grants 83,809,437 84,109,437
Total 83,809,437 84,109,437

Source of funds
General fund 75,912,816 76,212,816
Education fund 7,896,621 7,896,621

Total 83,809,437 84,109,437

Sec. C.116 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. B.515 is amended to read:

Sec. B.515 Retired teachers’ health care and medical benefits

Grants 27,560,966 27,260,966
Total 27,560,966 27,260,966

Source of funds
General fund 27,560,966 27,260,966
Education fund 0

Total 27,560,966 27,260,966

Sec. C.117 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. B.514 is amended to read:

Sec. E.514 State teachers’ retirement system

(a) In accordance with 16 V.S.A. § 1944(g)(2), the annual contribution to
the State Teachers’ Retirement System (STRS) shall be $88,409,437 of which
$83,809,437 $84,109,437 shall be the State’s contribution and $4,600,000
$4,300,000 shall be contributed from local school systems or educational
entities pursuant to 16 V.S.A. § 1944c.

* * *

Sec. C.118 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. B.515 is amended to read:

Sec. E.515 Retired teachers’ health care and medical benefits

(a) In accordance with 16 V.S.A. § 1944b(b)(2), $27,560,966 $27,260,966
will be contributed to the Retired Teachers’ Health and Medical Benefits plan.

Sec. C. 119 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. C.120 is amended to read:

Sec. C.120 GENERAL FUND YEAR END CLOSE OUT

(a) In fiscal years 2017, 2018, and 2018 2019, after satisfying the
requirements of 32 V.S.A. § 308, and after other reserve requirements have
been met, the provisions of 32 V.S.A. § 308c(a)(1)–(3) shall not be applied,
and any remaining unreserved and undesignated end of fiscal year General
Fund surplus shall be reserved in the General Fund Balance Reserve
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established in 32 V.S.A. § 308c.

Sec. C.1000 FISCAL YEAR 2018 GENERAL FUND ONE-TIME
APPROPRIATIONS, TRANSFERS, AND REVERSIONS

(a) Appropriations: The following appropriations are made from the
General Fund in fiscal year 2018:

(1) To the Joint Fiscal Committee for the decarbonization mechanisms
study as prescribed in Sec. C.110(b)(3) of this act. $120,000

(2) To the Legislature for a legislative staff workforce comparative
evaluation specified in Sec. E.126 of this act. $40,000

(3) To the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets to be carried
forward and used to increase grants awarded in the Vermont Working Lands
Enterprise program in fiscal year 2019. $106,000

(4) To the Vermont State Colleges for the final State contribution for
costs of the unification of Johnson and Lyndon State colleges into Northern
Vermont University. $350,000

(5) To the Department of State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs to be carried
forward and used for transport per diem funding in fiscal year 2019.

$105,776

(6) To the Department of Environmental Conservation to increase the
amount available for woodstove change outs to improve air quality and reduce
air emissions related to woodstoves. This amount shall reduce any General
Fund amount to be refunded to the Clean Energy Development Fund as a
result of final accounting for the cost of solar energy tax credits. $200,000

(7) To the Department for Children and Families to prepare for the
expansion of services to juvenile offenders 18 and 19 years of age pursuant to
33 V.S.A. chapters 52 and 52A as amended in S.274 of 2018 beginning in
fiscal year 2021, with any unexpended funds to carry forward. $200,000

(8) To the Secretary of State for costs associated with administering
primary and general election efforts. $400,000

(9) To the State’s Attorneys for the purchase of a case management
system. $200,000

(10) To the Agency of Education to be carried forward for Farm to
School initiatives in fiscal year 2019. $50,000

(11) To the Vermont Economic Development Authority (VEDA) to be
used by VEDA’s agricultural subsidiary the Vermont Agricultural Credit
Corporation (VACC) established under 10 V.S.A. § 374a. These funds are for
a loss reserve in the 2018 Farm Operating Program which provide Vermont
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cow dairy farmers with loans to spring operating and related needs including
refinancing debt. VEDA shall report to the Emergency Board at its July 2018
meeting on final program design and the use of these funds. $250,000

(12) To the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets to partially offset
costs of participation in the Federal Margin Protection Program (MPP) for
dairy producers during the 2018 calendar year. Specifically these funds shall
be used to provide reimbursement grants to partially offset the premiums for
participation in Tier 1 of the MPP program. The Agency of Agriculture, Food
and Markets shall request that the Farm Services Agency provide participation
information for dairy producers in the margin protection program and other
information to assist the Agency to administer the grant program. Dairy
producers shall receive a single payment of $600, not to exceed the premium
paid for calendar year 2018 by separate check from the State of Vermont.

$450,000

(13) To the Office of Economic Opportunity in the Department for
Children and Families for pass-through grants to the Community Action
Agencies to provide funding for the regional Microbusiness Development
Programs pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 3722. $100,000

(14) To the Agency of Commerce and Community Development to
utilize and continue marketing activities funded in 2017 Acts and Resolves
No.85, Sec. C.100.1 which may be matched with federal funds, special funds,
grants, donations, and private funds. To increase the amount and effectiveness
of marketing activities conducted, the Agency shall collaborate with public- or
private-sector partners to maximize State marketing resources and to enable
Vermont businesses to align their own brand identities with the Vermont brand,
enhancing the reputations of both the business and the State. Of these funds,
$125,000 shall be used for contracts or grants to regional chambers of
commerce or other public- or private sector partners. $250,000

(15) To the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets to be carried
forward for a grant to the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board for
federal rural development grant writing assistance in fiscal year 2019.

$75,000

(b) Transfer: The amount of $1,790,000 in General Funds shall be
transferred and reserved in the 27/53 Reserve in fiscal year 2018. This action
is the fiscal year 2019 contribution to the 27th payroll reserve as required by
32 V.S.A. § 308e.

(c) Reversion: In fiscal year 2018, $120,000 of the appropriation made in
2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. C.100(c), shall revert to the General
Fund.
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(d) Contingent Reserves, Expenditures and Transfers: In fiscal year 2018
to the extent any remaining unreserved and undesignated end of fiscal year
General Fund surplus remains after satisfying the requirements of 32 V.S.A.
§ 308 and prior to the provisions of 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec.
C.120 as amended by this act, the following reserves and transfer are
authorized in the following order:

(1) $500,000 shall be reserved in the General Fund to carryforward to
be available in fiscal year 2019. In the event and to the extent that this
reservation occurs, the transfer provision of the Clean Energy Development
Fund in Sec. D.101(b)(1) of this act shall not occur.

(2) $253,292 shall be transferred to the Clean Energy Development
Fund as a result of final accounting for the cost of solar energy tax credits.

(3) An amount up to $7,100,000 is appropriated to the Agency of
Human Services in fiscal year 2018 for any remaining amount of the Medicaid
financial requirements specified in Sec. C.102 of this act that are not available
within the funds appropriated in 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. B.301 as
amended by 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 87, Sec. 8.

(4) An amount not to exceed $8,600,000 shall be transferred to the
Education Fund to bring the Education Fund reserve to its statutory maximum
of 5 percent at the close of fiscal year 2018.

(5) $8,000,000 shall be reserved in the General Fund and shall be
carried forward to be available in fiscal year 2019 to be available to offset any
one-time corporate tax refunds which were expected to occur in fiscal year
2018.

Sec. C.1001 FISCAL YEAR 2018 CONTINGENT HUMAN SERVICES
CASELOAD RESERVE USE

(a) Any remaining amount of the Medicaid financial requirements up to
$7,100,000 specified in Sec. C.102 of this act that are not available within the
funds appropriated in 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. B.301 as amended
by 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 87, Sec. 8; or through funds appropriated in
accordance with the provisions of Sec. C.1000(d)(3) of this act; such amount
shall be unreserved from the Human Service Caseload Reserve created in
32 V.S.A. § 308b and the same amount of General Funds are appropriated to
the Agency of Human Services in fiscal year 2018.

Sec. D.100 APPROPRIATIONS; PROPERTY TRANSFER TAX

(a) This act contains the following amounts appropriated from special
funds that receive revenue from the property transfer tax. Expenditures from
these appropriations shall not exceed available revenues.
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(1) The sum of $518,000 is appropriated from the Current Use
Administration Special Fund to the Department of Taxes for administration of
the Use Tax Reimbursement Program. Notwithstanding 32 V.S.A. § 9610(c),
amounts above $518,000 from the property transfer tax that are deposited into
the Current Use Administration Special Fund shall be transferred into the
General Fund.

(2) The sum of $9,804,840 is appropriated from the Vermont Housing
and Conservation Trust Fund to the Vermont Housing and Conservation
Board.  Notwithstanding 10 V.S.A. § 312, amounts above $9,804,840 from the
property transfer tax and surcharge established by 32 V.S.A. § 9602a that are
deposited into the Vermont Housing and Conservation Trust Fund shall be
transferred into the General Fund.

(A) The dedication of $2,500,000 in revenue from the property
transfer tax pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 9610(d) for the debt payments on the
affordable housing bond (10 V.S.A. § 314) is to be offset by the reduction of
$1,500,000 in the appropriation to the Vermont Housing and Conservation
Board (VHCB) and $1,000,000 from the surcharge established by 32 V.S.A.
§ 9602a. The fiscal year 2019 appropriation of $9,804,840 to VHCB reflects
the $1,500,000 reduction. The affordable housing bond and related property
transfer tax and surcharge provisions are repealed after the life of the bond on
July 1, 2039. Once the bond is retired, the $1,500,000 reduction in the
appropriation to VHCB is intended to be restored.

(3) The sum of $3,760,599 is appropriated from the Municipal and
Regional Planning Fund. Notwithstanding 24 V.S.A. § 4306(a), amounts
above $3,760,599 from the property transfer tax that are deposited into the
Municipal and Regional Planning Fund shall be transferred into the General
Fund. The $3,760,599 shall be allocated as follows:

(A) $2,924,417 for disbursement to regional planning commissions
in a manner consistent with 24 V.S.A. § 4306(b);

(B) $457,482 for disbursement to municipalities in a manner
consistent with 24 V.S.A. § 4306(b);

(C) $378,700 to the Agency of Digital Services for the Vermont
Center for Geographic Information established in 10 V.S.A. § 122.

Sec. D.101 FUND TRANSFERS, REVERSIONS, AND RESERVES

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the following amounts are
transferred from the funds indicated:

(1) From the General Fund to the Next Generation Initiative Fund
established by 16 V.S.A. § 2887: $3,055,900.

(2) From the Clean Water Fund established by 10 V.S.A. § 1388 to the
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Agricultural Water Quality Special Fund created under 6 V.S.A. §4803:
$1,670,000.

(3) From the Transportation Fund to the Downtown Transportation and
Related Capital Improvement Fund established by 24 V.S.A. § 2796 to be used
by the Vermont Downtown Development Board for the purposes of the Fund:
$423,966.

(4) From the Transportation Infrastructure Bond Fund established by
19 V.S.A. § 11f to the Transportation Infrastructure Bonds Debt Service Fund
established by 32 V.S.A. § 951a for funding fiscal year 2020 transportation
infrastructure bonds debt service: $2,497,663.

(b) Notwithstanding any provisions of law to the contrary, in fiscal year
2019:

(1) The following amounts shall be transferred to the General Fund
from the funds indicated:

22005 AHS Central Office earned federal receipts 8,193,326.00

50300 Liquor Control Fund 1,805,000.00

21991 Clean Energy Development Fund 500,000.00
Caledonia Fair 5,000.00
North Country Hospital Loan 24,250.00

(2) The following estimated amounts, which may be all or a portion of
unencumbered fund balances, shall be transferred from the following funds to
the General Fund in fiscal year 2019. The Commissioner of Finance and
Management shall report to the Joint Fiscal Committee at its July meeting the
final amounts transferred from each fund and certify that such transfers will
not impair the agency, office, or department reliant upon each fund from
meeting its statutory requirements.

21638 AG-Fees & Reimbursements-Court Order 2,000,000.00

21928 Secretary of State Services Fund 2,607,923.00

62100 Unclaimed Property Fund 3,415,143.00

(3) In fiscal year 2019, notwithstanding 2016 Acts and Resolves No.
172, Sec. E.228, $29,514,057 of the unencumbered balances in the Insurance
Regulatory and Supervision Fund (Fund Number 21075), the Captive
Insurance Regulatory and Supervision Fund (Fund Number 21085), and the
Securities Regulatory and Supervision Fund (Fund Number 21080) shall be
transferred to the General Fund.

(A) Any remaining unencumbered balances in these funds in fiscal
year 2019 up to the amount of $6,080,000 shall remain in these funds for
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transfer to the General Fund in fiscal year 2020 consistent with the intent of
2016 Acts and Resolves No. 172, Sec. E.228. Fiscal year 2019 unencumbered
balances above this amount shall be transferred to the General Fund and
reserved in the General Fund Balance Reserve (Rainy Day Fund).

(c) Notwithstanding any provisions of law to the contrary, in fiscal year
2019:

(1) The following amounts shall revert to the General Fund from the
accounts indicated:

1130010000 Department of Libraries 234,209.00

1210001000 Legislative Council 113,000.00

1210002000 Legislature 175,000.00

1220000000 Joint Fiscal Office 30,000.00

(d) To the extent that the Emergency Board determines at its July 2018
meeting, that the fiscal year 2019 available General Fund forecast exceeds
$1,568,200,000 as adjusted by any tax or revenue changes made through the
2018 legislative session:

(1) funds carried forward in accordance with the provisions of Sec.
C.1000(d)(5) of this act shall be transferred from the General Fund to the
Retired Teachers’ Health and Medical Benefits Fund established by 16 V.S.A.
§ 1944b to reduce any outstanding balance of any interfund loan authorized by
the State Treasurer from the General Fund.

Sec. D.102 TOBACCO LITIGATION SETTLEMENT FUND BALANCE

(a) Notwithstanding 18 V.S.A. § 9502(b), the actual balances at the end of
fiscal year 2018 in the Tobacco Litigation Settlement Fund established by
32 V.S.A.§ 435a. shall remain for appropriation in fiscal year 2019.

Sec. D.103 TRANSFER OF TOBACCO TRUST FUNDS

(a) Notwithstanding 18 V.S.A. § 9502(a)(3) and (4), the actual amount of
investment earnings of the Tobacco Trust Fund at the end of fiscal year 2019
and any additional amount necessary to ensure the balance in the Tobacco
Litigation Settlement Fund at the close of fiscal year 2019 is not negative shall
be transferred in fiscal year 2019 from the Tobacco Trust Fund established by
18 V.S.A. § 9502(a) to the Tobacco Litigation Settlement Fund established by
32 V.S.A. § 435a.

Sec. D.104 GLOBAL COMMITMENT TRANSFER

(a) The fund balance in the Global Commitment fund, estimated to be up
to $79,846,983 as of June 30, 2018, shall be transferred as follows:
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(1) $1,760,000 shall be transferred to the General Fund and reserved in
the 27/53 Reserve under 32 V.S.A. § 308e in order to fund the fiscal year 2019
obligation of the next year in which a 53rd week of Medicaid payments is due,
scheduled to occur in fiscal year 2022.

(2) Notwithstanding 32 V.S.A. § 308b, $64,022,729 shall be transferred
to the General Fund and reserved in the Human Services Caseload Reserve
and, within that Reserve, specifically reserved in the sub-account for any
incurred but not reported Medicaid expenses associated with the current
Medicaid Global Commitment waiver, reflecting the estimated amount of the
State share of this potential obligation as of June 30, 2017.

(3) Notwithstanding 32 V.S.A. § 308b, up to $14,064,254 shall be
transferred to the General Fund and reserved in the Human Services Caseload
Reserve, and within that Reserve, specifically reserved in the sub-account for
Medicaid-related pressures related to caseload, utilization, and changes in
federal participation in existing human services programs.

Sec. D.104.1 [DELETED]

Sec. D.105 32 V.S.A. § 308b is amended to read:

§ 308b. HUMAN SERVICES CASELOAD RESERVE

(a) There is created within the General Fund a Human Services Caseload
Management Reserve. Expenditures from the Reserve shall be subject to an
appropriation by the General Assembly or approval by the Emergency Board.
Expenditures from the Reserve shall be limited to Agency of Human Services
caseload-related needs primarily in the Departments for Children and Families;
of Health; of Mental Health; of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living;
and of Vermont Health Access; and settlement costs associated with managing
the Global Commitment waiver.

(b) The Secretary of Administration may transfer to the Human Services
Caseload Reserve any General Fund carry-forward directly attributable to
Agency of Human Services caseload reductions and the effective management
of related federal receipts, with the exclusion of the Department of
Corrections.

(c) The Human Services Caseload Reserve shall contain two sub-accounts:

(1) A sub-account for incurred but not reported Medicaid expenses.
Each year beginning with fiscal year 2020, the Department of Finance and
Management shall adjust the amount reserved for incurred but not reported
Medicaid expenses to equal the amount specified in the Comprehensive
Annual Financial Report as of June 30th of the prior fiscal year for the
estimated amount of incurred but not reported Medicaid expenses associated
with the current Medicaid Global Commitment waiver.
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(2) A sub-account for Medicaid-related pressures related to caseload,
utilization, changes in federal participation in existing human services
programs, and settlement costs associated with managing the Global
Commitment waiver. Any decrease in the amount of required reserves in
subdivision (1) of this subsection shall first be reserved in the 27/53 Reserve
under section 308e of this title in order to fund the current fiscal year
obligation for the next year in which a 53rd week of Medicaid payments is
due, next scheduled to occur in fiscal year 2022. The remainder shall result in
an offsetting increase in the account for Medicaid-related pressures, as defined
in subdivision (2) of this subsection. Any increase in the amount of required
reserve in subdivision (1) of this subsection shall require a corresponding
transfer from the funds reserved in subdivision (2) of this subsection, to the
extent there are funds available.

Sec. D.106 FISCAL YEARS 2019 and 2020 STATE EMPLOYEE
CONTRACT FUNDING

(a) As part of the fiscal year appropriations and revenue decisions, this act
reserves sufficient monies to fully fund the VSEA contract obligations and
related appropriations. It is the intention that specific appropriations and
statutory language, once developed, will be incorporated in a specific pay act
bill or, if necessary, be added to this act.

(b) In order to fund the estimated $17,954,000 fiscal year 2019 total
contract cost, $8,362,000 in federal funds and special funds or excess receipt
authority will be combined with the following amounts reserved for
appropriation:

(1) General Funds: $7,716,000.

(2) Transportation Funds: $1,876,000.

(c) In order to fund the estimated $23,583,000 fiscal year 2020 total
contract cost, $11,308,000 in federal funds and special funds appropriation or
excess receipt authority will be combined with the following amounts to be
appropriated in fiscal year 2020:

(1) General Funds: $9,907,000.

(2) Transportation Funds: $2,368,000.

* * * GENERAL GOVERNMENT * * *

Sec. E.100 EXECUTIVE BRANCH POSITION AUTHORIZATIONS

(a) The establishment of the following new permanent classified positions
is authorized in fiscal year 2019:

(1) In the Agency of Education – one (1) Finance Administrator II and
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one (1) School Finance Analyst. The positions established in this subdivision
shall be transferred and converted from existing vacant positions in the
Executive Branch and shall not increase the total number of authorized State
positions, as defined in Sec. A.107 of this act.

(b) The conversion of classified limited service positions to classified
permanent status is authorized in fiscal year 2019 as follows:

(1) In the Department of Public Safety – one (1) Financial
Administrator II (position #330359) and one (1) Public Assistance
Administrator (position #330361).

(2) In the Green Mountain Care Board – one (1) Board Legal
Technician (position #270012), one (1) Health Policy Advisor (position
#270013), and one (1) Evaluation Manager (position #270017).

(3) In the Agency of Education – one (1) Education Programs
Coordinator I (position #770468).

(c) The conversion of exempt limited service positions to classified
permanent status is authorized in fiscal year 2019 as follows:

(1) In the Department of Public Safety – one Public Assistance Officer
(position #337013).

Sec. E.100.1 2014 Acts and Resolves No. 179, Sec. E.100(d), as amended by
2015 Acts and Resolves No. 4, Sec. 74, by 2016 Acts and Resolves No.172,
Sec. E.100.2, and by 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. E.100.1 is further
amended to read:

(d) Position Pilot Program. A Position Pilot is hereby created to assist
participating departments in more effectively managing costs of overtime,
compensatory time, temporary employees, and contractual work by removing
the position cap with the goal of maximizing resources to the greatest benefit
of Vermont taxpayers.

(1) Notwithstanding Sec. A.107 of this act, the Agency of
Transportation, the Department for Children and Families, the Agency of
Natural Resources, the Department of Buildings and General Services, the
Department of Labor, the Department of Corrections, and the Department of
Public Safety, the Department of State’s Attorneys, and the Vermont Veterans’
Home shall not be subject to the cap on positions for the duration of the Pilot.
The Department of Corrections is authorized to add only Correctional Officer I
and II positions.

(A) The Department of Corrections is authorized to add only
Correctional Officer I and II positions.

(B) The Vermont Veterans’ Home is authorized to add direct care
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positions including part-time positions. Prior to authorizing positions under
subdivision (d)(2) of this section the Secretary of Administration shall be
provided the financial analysis from the Vermont Veterans’ Home reviewed by
the Commissioner of Finance and Administration which demonstrates
reduction in the cost of overtime expenses or other expenses equal to or greater
than the projected cost of the positions for the current and successive fiscal
year of operations.

* * *

(7) This Pilot shall sunset on July 1, 2018 2020, unless extended or
modified by the General Assembly.

(8) On or before January 15, 2018 2019, the Commissioner of Human
Resources, in coordination with the Vermont State Employees’ Association
(VSEA), shall provide a report by department on the total number of positions
created under the authority of this section to the House and Senate Committees
on Appropriations. The Commissioner report shall include in the report a
recommendation on whether this program should be expanded and continue
and, if so, should it be extended but remain in session law or be made
permanent by codification in statute.

Sec. E.100.2 [DELETED]

Sec. E.105 Agency of digital services

(a) Of the internal service funds appropriated in Sec. B.105 of this act, up
to $600,000 is appropriated for a 24/7 cybersecurity operations center. These
funds may only be spent upon approval of a budget and a spending plan by the
Joint Fiscal Committee at its July 2018 meeting.

(1) The Agency shall consult with the information technology consultant to
the Joint Fiscal Office in developing the budget and plan.

(2) The Joint Fiscal Office Information Technology Consultant shall
present a report to the Joint Fiscal Committee to accompany the Agency’s
submission to provide an independent recommendation and review of the
proposed budget and plan.

Sec. E.105.1 AGENCY OF DIGITAL SERVICES; REPORT ON STATE
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EFFICIENCIES

(a) On or before January 15, 2019, the Secretary of Digital Services shall
demonstrate in a report to the Senate Committees on Appropriations and on
Government Operations and the House Committees on Appropriations and on
Energy and Technology that the consolidation of State information technology
services under the jurisdiction of the Agency has been at a minimum cost-
neutral and shall specifically provide in this report the estimated dates on
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which the following will occur:

(1) the Agency’s internal service fund negative balance will be reduced;
and

(2) agency and department information technology charges paid to the
Agency will be lowered.

Sec. E.111 Tax – administration/collection

(a) Of this appropriation, $15,000 is from the Current Use Administration
Special Fund established by 32 V.S.A. § 9610(c) and shall be appropriated for
programming changes to the CAPTAP software used by municipalities for
establishing property values and administering their grand lists.

Sec. E.111.1 2007 Acts and Resolves No. 65, Sec. 282, as amended by 2011
Acts and Resolves No. 63, Sec. C.103, as amended by 2013 Acts and Resolves
No. 1, Sec. 65, as amended by 2014 Acts and Resolves No. 95, Sec. 62, as
amended by 2018 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. 47 is further amended to
read:

Sec. 282. TAX COMPUTER SYSTEM MODERNIZATION FUND

(a) Creation of fund.

(1) There is established the Tax Computer System Modernization
Special Fund to consist of:

(A) The tax receipts received as a direct result of the data warehouse
project initiated by the Department of Taxes beginning in calendar year 2011;
and

(B) Eighty percent of tax receipts received as a direct result of the
data sharing and comparison project between the Vermont Department of
Labor and the Department of Taxes relative to entity and employee filings at
both departments and/or lack thereof; and

(C) The incremental tax receipts received as a direct result of the
implementation of the integrated tax system beginning in calendar year 2014,
including any additional data warehouse modules. The Commissioner of
Finance and Management shall approve baseline tax receipts in order to
measure the increment from the new integrated tax system.

(2) Balances in the Fund shall be administered by the Department of
Taxes and used for the exclusive purposes of funding: A) ancillary
development of information technology systems necessary for implementation
and continued operation of the data warehouse project; B) payments due to the
vendor under the data warehouse project contract; C) enhanced compliance
costs related to the data warehouse project; D) planning for an integrated tax
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system solution, including present-day analysis of business case and business
requirements, requests for proposals and due diligence; E) implementation of
tax types and any additional data warehouse modules into the selected
integrated tax system solution; F) a micro-simulation model for use by the
Department of Taxes and the Joint Fiscal Office; and G) implementation of an
ancillary scanning system to enhance the operation of tax types incorporated
into the integrated tax system solution. All balances in the Fund at the end of
any fiscal year shall be carried forward and remain part of the Fund. Interest
earned by the Fund shall be deposited into the Fund. This Fund is established
in the State Treasury pursuant to 32 V.S.A. chapter 7, subchapter 5.

(b) Appropriation.

(1) There is appropriated in fiscal year 2008 from the Special Fund the
sum of up to $7,800,000 to the Department of Taxes for the purposes
described in subdivision (a)(2) of this section. The Commissioner shall
anticipate receipts in accordance with 32 V.S.A. § 588(4)(C).

(c) Transfer.

(1) Twenty percent of the tax receipts received pursuant to subdivision
(a)(1)(A) of this section after payment to the vendor under the data warehouse
contract shall be transferred to the General Fund annually for the duration of
that contract. Thereafter, 20 percent of the tax receipts received pursuant to
subdivision (a)(1)(A) shall be transferred to the General Fund which would
receive the underlying tax receipts annually until the expiration of the Tax
Computer System Modernization Fund.

(2) Twenty percent of the incremental tax receipts calculated pursuant to
subdivision (a)(1)(C) shall be transferred to the General Fund which would
receive the underlying tax receipts annually until the expiration of the Tax
Computer Modernization Fund.

(d) Fund to terminate.

(1) This Fund shall terminate on July 1, 2024, provided that all amounts
due pursuant to contract with the vendor of an integrated tax solution
referenced in subdivision (a)(1)(C) of this section have been paid and any
unexpended unencumbered balance in the Fund shall be transferred to the
General Fund.

(e) The Commissioner of Taxes shall report to the Joint Fiscal Committee
on fund receipts at or prior to the November Joint Fiscal Committee meeting
each year until the Fund is terminated.

Sec. E.113 Buildings and general services – engineering

(a) The $3,432,525 interdepartmental transfer in this appropriation shall be
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from the fiscal year 2019 General Bond Fund appropriation in the Capital Bill
of the 2017 legislative session (2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. 2(c)(3)).

Sec. E.114 29 V.S.A. § 169 is amended to read:

§ 169. BROCHURE DISTRIBUTION FEES

* * *

(b) A special fund is established to be administered as provided under 32
V.S.A. chapter 7, subchapter 5 of chapter 7 of Title 32, and to be known as the
brochure distribution special fund Brocuhre Distribution Special Fund for the
purposes of ensuring that the fees collected under this section are utilized to
fund travel destination promotion, and information at the state’s State’s travel
information centers, and operations and maintenance of State travel
information centers. Revenues to the fund Fund shall be those fees collected
for the placement and distribution of brochures of businesses in the state State
travel information centers and in other locations deemed appropriate by the
department Department.

* * *

Sec. E.126  LEGISLATIVE BRANCH WORKFORCE COMPARATIVE
EVALUATION 

(a)  The Speaker of the House and President Pro Tempore of the Senate
shall contract with the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) to
perform a comprehensive evaluation of compensation, staffing,
workload, and organization concerning the staff and offices of the Vermont
General Assembly.  

(b)  NCSL’s evaluation shall examine and provide recommendations on the
following issues:

(1)  Compensation.

(A)  Comparison between the salaries and other compensation earned
by staff of the Vermont General Assembly and the salaries and compensation
earned by employees with similar responsibilities, workload, qualifications,
and experience of:

(i)  the Executive and Judicial Branches of Vermont State
government;

(ii)  other state legislatures; and

(iii)  the private sector, if appropriate.

(B)  Analysis of how states use salary schedules or other systems for
determining the salaries of legislative employees.
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(2)  Staffing and workload.

(A)  Analysis of the workload for each job description or category of
legislative staff and each office or unit of the General Assembly as compared
with employees with similar responsibility, workload, qualifications, and
experience in:

(i)  the Executive and Judicial Branches of Vermont State
government;

(ii)  other state legislatures; and

(iii)  the private sector, if appropriate.

(B)  The analysis of workload pursuant to subdivision (A) of this
subdivision (3) shall include a comparison of:

(i)  the job posting or job description relevant to each category or
position;

(ii)  the number of legislative members and committees that
employees are responsible for or responsive to; 

(iii)  the range of responsibilities; and

(iv)  the professional background, qualifications, subject matter
expertise, or experience required by the job description or necessary to fulfill
the position’s responsibilities.

(3)  Organization and structure.  

(A)  A comparison to other states of the current organization,
structure, and oversight of the offices of the General Assembly, including:

(i)  the strengths and weaknesses of the current organization and
structure; and 

(ii)  alternative structures, if any, that may increase efficiency and
improve the support and services provided to the members of the General
Assembly.

(c)  NCSL shall submit a final written report to the Speaker of the House,
the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, the Joint Fiscal Committee, the
Legislative Council Committee, the Legislative Oversight Committee on
Information Technology, the House Rules Committee, the Senate Rules
Committee, and the Joint Rules Committee on or before November 16, 2018.

Sec. E.127 [DELETED]

Sec. E.133 Vermont state retirement system

(a) Notwithstanding 3 V.S.A. § 473(d), in fiscal year 2019, investment fees
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shall be paid from the corpus of the Fund.

Sec. E.139 [DELETED]

Sec. E.142 Payments in lieu of taxes

(a) This appropriation is for State payments in lieu of property taxes under
32 V.S.A. chapter 123, subchapter 4, and the payments shall be calculated in
addition to and without regard to the appropriations for PILOT for Montpelier
and for correctional facilities elsewhere in this act. Payments in lieu of taxes
under this section shall be paid from the PILOT Special Fund under 32 V.S.A.
§ 3709.

(b)  Total payments in lieu of property taxes under 32 V.S.A. chapter 123,
subchapter 4 in fiscal year 2019 to be paid from the PILOT Special Fund
under 32 V.S.A. § 3709 include the appropriation of $7,886,000 in Sec. B.142
of this act, the appropriation of $184,000 for the City of Montpelier in Sec.
B.143 of this act, the appropriation of $40,000 for correctional facilities in
Sec. B.144 of this act, and the appropriation of $146,000 for the supplemental
facility payments from the Department of Corrections to the City of Newport
and the Town of Springfield in Sec. B.338 of this act. 

Sec. E.143 Payments in lieu of taxes – Montpelier

(a) Payments in lieu of taxes under this section shall be paid from the
PILOT Special Fund under 32 V.S.A. § 3709.

Sec. E.144 Payments in lieu of taxes – correctional facilities

(a) Payments in lieu of taxes under this section shall be paid from the
PILOT Special Fund under 32 V.S.A. § 3709.

* * * PROTECTION TO PERSONS AND PROPERTY * * *

Sec. E.200 Attorney general

(a) Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, the Office of the Attorney
General, Medicaid Fraud and Residential Abuse Unit, is authorized to retain,
subject to appropriation, one-half of the State share of any recoveries from
Medicaid fraud settlements, excluding interest, that exceed the State share of
restitution to the Medicaid Program. All such designated additional recoveries
retained shall be used to finance Medicaid Fraud and Residential Abuse Unit
activities.

(b) Of the revenue available to the Attorney General under 9 V.S.A.
§ 2458(b)(4), $1,390,500 is appropriated in Sec. B.200 of this act.

Sec. E.200.1 3 V.S.A. § 167a is added to read:

§ 167a. COMPLEX LITIGATION SPECIAL FUND

(a) There is established a Complex Litigation Special Fund pursuant to
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32 V.S.A. chapter 7, subchapter 5 to be available for expenditure by the
Attorney General, as annually appropriated or authorized pursuant to
32 V.S.A. § 511, to pay non-routine expenses not otherwise budgeted incurred
in the investigation, prosecution, and defense of complex civil and criminal
litigation. These expenses may include, for example, costs incurred for expert
witnesses and for support staff and technology needed to review and manage
voluminous documents in discovery and at trial in complex cases.

(b) The Fund shall consist of:

(1) Such sums as may be appropriated or transferred by the General
Assembly;

(2) Settlement monies other than consumer restitution collected by the
Office of the Attorney General, except for those recoveries that by law are
transferred or appropriated for other uses pursuant to 9 V.S.A. Sec. 2458(b)(4),
and subject to the Fund balance cap in subsection (c) of this section.

(c) The unencumbered Fund balance shall not exceed $1,000,000.00.

(d) The Attorney General shall submit a report of the amount and purpose
of expenditures from the Fund at the close of each fiscal year to the Joint
Fiscal Committee annually on or before September 1. As part of the annual
budget submission, the Attorney General shall include a projection of the Fund
balance for the current fiscal year and upcoming fiscal year and may
recommend appropriations as needed consistent with the purpose of the Fund.

Sec.E.200.2 3 V.S.A. § 152 is amended to read:

§ 152. SCOPE OF AUTHORITY

The Attorney General may represent the State in all civil and criminal matters
as at common law and as allowed by statute. The Attorney General shall also
have the same authority throughout the State as a State’s Attorney. The
Attorney General shall represent members of the General Assembly in all civil
matters arising from or relating to the performance of legislative duties.

Sec. E.200.3 3 V.S.A. § 157 is amended to read:

§ 157. APPEARANCE FOR STATE

The Attorney General shall appear for the State in the preparation and trial
of all prosecutions for homicide and civil or criminal causes in which the State
is a party or is interested when, in his or her judgment, the interests of the
State so require. The Attorney General shall represent members of the General
Assembly in all civil causes arising from or relating to the performance of
legislative duties.

Sec. E.200.4 ATTORNEY GENERAL POSITION
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(a) The establishment of one (1) permanent exempt position-IT Specialist
II- is authorized in fiscal year 2019.

Sec. E.204 JUDICIAL BRANCH POSITIONS

(a) The establishment of seven (7) new permanent exempt positions is
authorized in fiscal year 2019 as follows: five (5) Docket Clerk B and two (2)
Law Clerk.

Sec. E.207 INMATE TRANSPORTATION WORK GROUP

(a) Of the funds appropriated in Sec. B.307 of this act, $780,000 shall be
used to increase funding in addition to the Medicare economic index for
Federal Qualified Health Centers and look-alikes in fiscal year 2019.

(b) The Work Group shall be composed of the following members:

(1) The Secretary of Administration or designee.

(2) The Chief Superior Judge or designee.

(3) The Executive Director of the Department of Sheriffs and State’s
Attorneys or designee.

(4) The President of the Vermont Sheriffs Association or designee.

(5) The Defender General or designee.

(6) The Commissioner of Corrections or designee.

(7) The Commissioner of Mental Health or designee.

(8) The Commissioner for Children and Families or designee.

(c) The Work Group shall study how to develop and implement a system
that ensures inmates are transported to court when necessary in the most cost
effective and efficient manner possible. The study shall include:

(1) any recommendations for process improvements to the current
inmate transport system;

(2) recommendations for methods to ensure that transport deputies are
available when needed;

(3) consideration of whether the transport deputy position should be a
position within the Judiciary or a statewide position; and

(4) consideration of whether transported inmates should be permitted to
be scheduled first in court proceedings in order to reduce transport deputy
costs.

(d) On or before November 1, 2018, the Work Group shall submit a report
to the Senate and House Committees on Appropriations and on Judiciary
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containing its recommendations, including any proposals for legislative action.

Sec. E.208 Public safety – administration

(a) The Commissioner of Public Safety is authorized to enter into a
contract with the Essex County Sheriff’s Department to provide law
enforcement service activities agreed upon by both the Commissioner of
Public Safety and the Sheriff.

(b) Up to $86,000 of any funds appropriated in 2017 Acts and Resolves
No. 85, Sec. C.100(e) may be carried forward to fiscal year 2019 and used for
the purchase of Taser electroshock weapons by the State Police.

Sec. E.209 Public safety – state police

(a) Of this appropriation, $35,000 in special funds shall be available for
snowmobile law enforcement activities and $35,000 in general funds shall be
available to the Southern Vermont Wilderness Search and Rescue Team, which
comprises State Police, the Department of Fish and Wildlife, county sheriffs,
and local law enforcement personnel in Bennington, Windham, and Windsor
Counties, for snowmobile enforcement.

(b) Of this appropriation, $405,000 is allocated for grants in support of the
Drug Task Force and the Gang Task Force. Of this amount, $190,000 shall be
used by the Vermont Drug Task Force to fund three town task force officers.
These town task force officers shall be dedicated to enforcement efforts with
respect to both regulated drugs as defined in 18 V.S.A. § 4201(29) and the
diversion of legal prescription drugs. Any unobligated funds may be allocated
by the Commissioner to fund the work of the Drug Task Force and to support
the efforts of the Mobile Enforcement Team (Gang Task Force) or carried
forward.

Sec. E.212 Public safety – fire safety

(a) Of this General Fund appropriation, $55,000 shall be granted to the
Vermont Rural Fire Protection Task Force for the purpose of designing dry
hydrants.

Sec. E.215 Military – administration

(a) The amount of $250,000 shall be disbursed to the Vermont Student
Assistance Corporation for the National Guard Tuition Benefit Program
established in 16 V.S.A. § 2856.  Of this amount, $100,000 shall be general
funds appropriated in Section B.215 and $150,000 shall be Next Generation
special funds, as appropriated in Sec. B.1100(a)(3)(B) of this act.

Sec. E.215.1 [DELETED]

Sec. E.215.2 [DELETED]
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Sec. E.215.3 [DELETED]

Sec. E.215.4 [DELETED]

Sec. E.219 Military – veterans’ affairs

(a) Of this appropriation, $1,000 shall be used for continuation of the
Vermont Medal Program; $4,800 shall be used for the expenses of the
Governor’s Veterans’ Advisory Council; $7,500 shall be used for the Veterans’
Day parade; $5,000 shall be used for the Military, Family, and Community
Network; and $10,000 shall be granted to the American Legion for the Boys’
State and Girls’ State programs.

(b) Of this General Fund appropriation, $39,484 shall be deposited into the
Armed Services Scholarship Fund established in 16 V.S.A. § 2541.

Sec. E.220 Center for crime victim services

(a) Notwithstanding 20 V.S.A. § 2365(c), the Vermont Center for Crime
Victim Services shall transfer $43,923 from the Domestic and Sexual Violence
Special Fund established in 13 V.S.A. § 5360 to the Criminal Justice Training
Council for the purpose of funding one-half the costs of the Domestic Violence
Trainer position. The other half of the position will be funded with an
appropriation to the Criminal Justice Training Council.

Sec. E.224 Agriculture, food and markets – agricultural development

(a) Of the funds appropriated in Sec. B.224 of this act, the amount of
$594,000 in general funds is appropriated for expenditure by the Vermont
Working Lands Enterprise Board established in 6 V.S.A. § 4606 for
investments in food and forest system businesses and service providers
pursuant to 6 V.S.A. § 4607 and consistent with the funding priorities in 2012
Acts and Resolves No. 142, Sec. 5, as amended by 2014 Acts and Resolves
No. 179, Sec. E.224.1.

Sec. E.233 ENERGY PLANNING SUPPORT; ALLOCATION OF COSTS

(a) During fiscal year 2019, the Commissioner of Public Service, in
consultation with the Commissioner of Housing and Community
Development, shall award the amount of $300,000 to regional planning
commissions established under 24 V.S.A. chapter 117 and to municipalities for
the purpose of providing training under 2016 Acts and Resolves No. 174.

(b) In awarding funds under this section, the Commissioners shall consider
the need and size of a municipality or region and the availability, if any, of
other assistance, expertise, or funds to a municipality or region to implement
2016 Acts and Resolves No. 174.

(c) The Commissioner of Public Service shall allocate costs under
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subsection (a) of this section to the electric distribution utilities subject to its
supervision under Title 30 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated based on their
pro rata share of total Vermont retail kilowatt-hour sales for the previous fiscal
year. Each of these utilities shall pay its allocation into the State Treasury at
such time and in such manner as the Commissioner may direct.

Sec. E.233.1 SUSTAINABLE FUNDING FOR THE PUBLIC UTILITY
COMMISSION AND THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
SERVICE; STUDY

(a) The Commissioner of Public Service, in consultation with the Public
Utility Commission, shall study and make findings and recommendations
regarding the gross operating revenue tax on public utilities imposed under 30
V.S.A. § 22, as well as the assessments imposed under 30 V.S.A. §§ 20 and 21.
The purpose of the study is to determine whether the existing statutory
mechanisms for financing utility regulation in Vermont are appropriate and, if
not, how they might be improved to achieve a sustainable general gross
receipts tax fund position and to better serve the public interest.

(1) With respect to the gross operating revenue tax, the Commissioner
shall consider:

(A) the total amount collected by each category of companies
described under 30 V.S.A. § 22;

(B) how that amount correlates with the regulatory activities of the
Commission and the Department with respect to those companies;

(C) whether there is cross-subsidization of regulatory activities and,
if so, to what extent;

(D) the gross operating revenue trends of companies subject to the
tax and the factors influencing those trends;

(E) the projected fund balance in the general gross receipts tax fund;

(F) the allocation of funds between the Public Utility Commission
and the Department of Public Service and whether the 40/60 percentage
allocation is appropriate;

(G) whether adjustments should be made to the tax rates; and

(H) any other matters deemed relevant by the Commissioner.

(2) With respect to the assessments imposed under 30 V.S.A. §§ 20
and 21 (the bill-back provisions):

(A) whether there are persons involved in particular proceedings who
are not subject to the assessment for State expenses incurred as a result of
those proceedings;
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(B) the amount of expenses incurred for which there is no applicable
bill-back provision, resulting in expenses for additional personnel being
reimbursed from the general gross receipts tax fund; and

(C) any other matters deemed relevant by the Commissioner.

(b) On or before November 1, 2018, after consultation with the Joint Fiscal
Office, the Commissioner shall report his or her findings and
recommendations to the Senate Committees on Finance and on Appropriations
and the House Committees on Ways and Means and on Energy and
Technology.

Sec. E.233.2 SHORT-TERM EMERGENCY FUNDING TO MAINTAIN
CRITICAL WIRELESS E-911 SERVICE; STUDY

(a) To meet critical public health and safety needs of Vermonters,
beginning in fiscal year 2018 and continuing until December 1, 2018, the
Commissioner of Public Service is authorized to spend up to $50,000.00 from
the Connectivity Fund established under 30 V.S.A. § 7516 to support E-911
geolocation service charges incurred by CoverageCo for the purpose of
maintaining E-911 compliant wireless service in the CoverageCo service area.
If the Commissioner determines that CoverageCo is in default of its
contractual obligations with the State of Vermont, the Commissioner may
award the funds specified in this subsection to another provider for the same
purpose. Funds awarded pursuant to this subsection shall be on a
reimbursement basis, only.

(b) Beginning on January 1, 2019 and continuing until July 1, 2019, the
Commissioner of Public Service is authorized to spend up to an additional
$50,000.00 from the Connectivity Fund as specified in subsection (a) of this
section, provided the Commissioner obtains the prior approval of the Joint
Fiscal Committee.

(c) On or before September 1, 2018, in a form and manner specified by the
Commissioner of Public Service, CoverageCo, or any successor in interest to
CoverageCo, shall submit to the Department of Public Service a business plan
that provides for full reimbursement of creditor expenses.

(d) On or before December 1, 2018, the Commissioner of Public Service
shall submit a report to the Senate Committees on Finance and on Institutions
and the House Committees on Energy and Technology and on Institutions
regarding E-911 compliant microcell service in Vermont. The report shall
include findings and recommendations related to:

(1) the financial viability of operating and maintaining a microcell
network in Vermont using existing 2G technology as well as 4G technology;

(2) whether changes to State regulatory policy are needed to facilitate
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the availability of wireless E-911 service in Vermont;

(3) whether the State should subsidize E-911 geolocation service
charges incurred by microcell service providers on a permanent basis;

(4) the costs of completing a statewide propagation coverage analysis
and whether such an analysis is needed to inform State policy, planning, and
investment with respect to wireless service in Vermont;

(5) the estimated costs of providing microcell service in Vermont,
including rates and charges related to electric, backhaul, and geolocation
services, pole rental fees, backup-power requirements, colocation
requirements, and any other costs deemed relevant by the Commissioner; and

(6) any other matters deemed relevant by the Commissioner.

Sec. E.234 E-911 SYSTEM; PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION; REPORT

(a) On or before September 1, 2018, the Public Utility Commission shall
submit a memorandum to the Joint Fiscal Committee detailing its regulatory
authority with respect to Vermont’s Enhanced 911 network, with specific
reference to the regulatory authority of both the E-911 Board and the Federal
Communications Commission. The memorandum shall include the
Commission’s recommendations, if any, for ensuring comprehensive
regulatory oversight and enforcement of matters pertaining to the E-911
network.

Sec. E.235 E-911 SYSTEM; RESILIENCY AND REDUNDANCY;
REPORT

(a) On or before September 1, 2018, the Executive Director of the
Enhanced 911 Board shall submit a report to the Joint Fiscal Committee
detailing the level of resiliency and redundancy within the E-911 system and
its coverage area and explaining any plans for ensuring operational integrity in
the event of critical software or hardware failures. The report shall include,
with explanation, identification of the locations and services deemed most
vulnerable to system outages or call failures, as determined by the Board. The
report also shall include a cost estimate for making any recommended system
upgrades.

Sec. E.238 UNLAWFUL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE TRADE PRACTICES;
REPORT

(a) On or before January 15, 2019, the Commissioner of Liquor Control
shall submit a written report to the House Committee on General, Housing,
and Military Affairs and the Senate Committee on Economic Development,
Housing and General Affairs regarding the occurrence in Vermont of unfair
trade practices at wholesale including unlawful financial interests in retail
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licensees, price discrimination between retail licensees, and inducement of
retail licensees to purchase or sell certain brands of alcoholic beverages to the
exclusion of others. In particular, the report shall include:

(1) a description of the State and federal laws and regulations
restricting:

(A) certain types of financial interests between wholesale and retail
licensees;

(B) price discrimination between retail licensees by wholesale
dealers and packagers; and

(C) the giving of free alcoholic beverages, monetary payments, or
any other thing of value in order to induce or persuade a retail licensee to
purchase or contract to purchase a certain brand or kind of alcoholic beverage
to the exclusion of others, or to refrain from purchasing or contracting to
purchase a certain brand or kind of alcoholic beverage;

(2) a description of the Department of Liquor Control’s efforts to
enforce the laws and regulations related to unlawful financial interests in retail
licensees, price discrimination between retail licensees, and inducement of
retail licensees to purchase or sell certain brands of alcoholic beverages to the
exclusion of others, including:

(A) the number of complaints received by the Department;

(B) the number of investigations performed by the Department;

(C) the number of alleged violations prosecuted by the
Department; and

(D) the result of any prosecutions carried out by the Department; and

(3) any suggestions for legislative action to strengthen or improve the
enforcement of Vermont’s laws restricting unlawful financial interests in retail
licensees, price discrimination between retail licensees, and inducement of
retail licensees to purchase or sell certain brands of alcoholic beverages to the
exclusion of others.

Sec. E.238.1 DEPARTMENT OF LIQUOR CONTROL; UNFAIR TRADE
PRACTICES; ANONYMOUS REPORTING

(a) On or before November 15, 2018, the Commissioner of Liquor Control
shall develop and follow a protocol to allow licensees and members of the
public to submit to the Department confidential and anonymous reports of
unfair trade practices including unlawful financial interests in retail or
wholesale licensees, price discrimination between retail licensees, and the
inducement of retail licensees to purchase or sell certain brands of alcoholic
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beverages to the exclusion of others.

(b) On or before January 15, 2019, the Commissioner shall report to the
House Committees on Appropriations and on General, Housing, and Military
Affairs and the Senate Committees on Appropriations and on Economic
Development, Housing and General Affairs regarding the how the Department
receives reports of unfair trade practices and ensures confidentiality. The
report shall also be included in the Department’s presentation of its budget to
the House and Senate Committees on Appropriations.

* * * HUMAN SERVICES * * *

Sec. E.300.1 DEPOSIT AND USE OF MASTER SETTLEMENT FUND

(a) Deposit of Master Tobacco Settlement receipts and appropriations of
Tobacco Settlement funds in fiscal year 2019 are made, notwithstanding
2013 Acts and Resolves No. 50, Sec. D.104.

Sec. E.300.2 FUNDING FOR THE OFFICE OF THE HEALTH CARE
ADVOCATE 

(a) Of the funds appropriated in Sec. B.300 of this act, $1,457,406 shall be
used for the contract with the Office of the Health Care Advocate.

Sec. E.301 Secretary’s office – Global Commitment

(a) The Agency of Human Services shall use the funds appropriated in Sec.
B.103 of this act for payment of the actuarially certified premium required
under the intergovernmental agreement between the Agency of Human
Services and the managed care entity, the Department of Vermont Health
Access, as provided for in the Global Commitment for Health Waiver (Global
Commitment) approved by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
under Section 1115 of the Social Security Act.

(b) In addition to the State funds appropriated in this section, a total
estimated sum of $26,413,016 is anticipated to be certified as State matching
funds under the Global Commitment as follows:

(1) $23,336,050 certified State match available from local education
agencies for eligible special education school-based Medicaid services under
the Global Commitment. This amount combined with $27,163,950 of federal
funds appropriated in Sec. B.301 of this act equals a total estimated
expenditure of $50,500,000. An amount equal to the amount of the federal
matching funds for eligible special education school-based Medicaid services
under Global Commitment shall be transferred from the Global Commitment
Fund to the Medicaid Reimbursement Special Fund created in 16 V.S.A.
§ 2959a.

(2) $3,076,966 certified State match available from local designated
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mental health and developmental services agencies for eligible mental health
services provided under Global Commitment.

Sec. E.301.1 Secretary’s office – Global Commitment

(a) An amount up to $16,800,000 is transferred from the AHS Federal
Receipts Holding Account to the Interdepartmental Transfer Fund consistent
with the amount appropriated in Section B.301 – Secretary’s office – global
commitment of this act.

Sec. E.301.2 GLOBAL COMMITMENT APPROPRIATIONS; TRANSFER;
REPORT

(a) In order to facilitate the end-of-year closeout for fiscal year 2019, the
Secretary of Human Services, with approval from the Secretary of
Administration, may make transfers among the appropriations authorized for
Medicaid and Medicaid-waiver program expenses, including Global
Commitment appropriations outside the Agency of Human Services. At least
three business days prior to any transfer, the Agency shall submit to the Joint
Fiscal Office a proposal of transfers to be made pursuant to this section. A
final report on all transfers made under this section shall be made to the Joint
Fiscal Committee for review at the September 2019 meeting. The purpose of
this section is to provide the Agency with limited authority to modify the
appropriations to comply with the terms and conditions of the Global
Commitment for Health waiver approved by the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services under Section 1115 of the Social Security Act.

Sec. E.306 ALTERNATIVE FORMS OF COST-SHARING ASSISTANCE;
REPORT

(a)(1) The Secretary of Human Services, in consultation with the Green
Mountain Care Board, the Office of the Health Care Advocate, and other
interested stakeholders, shall research, analyze, and recommend alternatives to
the cost-sharing assistance established in 33 V.S.A. § 1812 for eligible
individuals enrolled in Exchange plans.

(2) The alternatives to be considered may include:

(A) creation of a fund to reimburse eligible individuals who
experience high out-of-pocket health care costs;

(B) creation of an uncompensated care pool; and

(C) other strategies for reducing the out-of-pocket exposure of
individuals and families with income between 200 and 300 percent of the
federal poverty level who purchase silver-level qualified health benefit plans
through the Vermont Health Benefit Exchange.

(b) On or before January 15, 2019, the Secretary of Human Services shall
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report its findings and recommendations for alternative forms of cost-sharing
assistance to the House Committees on Health Care and on Appropriations and
the Senate Committees on Health and Welfare, on Finance, and on
Appropriations. The report shall also include the Secretary’s recommendations
for ways to assist individuals purchasing qualified health benefit plans during
open enrollment periods in making informed choices.

Sec. E.306.1 FY19 BUDGET ADJUSTMENT; REALLOCATION;
RESEARCH STUDY ON EFFECTS OF INCREASED
ACCESSTO ACUPUNCTURE CARE

(a) As part of its fiscal year 2019 budget adjustment proposal, the Agency
of Human Services shall recommend the specific reallocation of funds
remaining in the Evidence-Based Education and Advertising Fund fiscal year
2019 in order to provide $100,000.00 to the Department of Vermont Health
Access to conduct the first year of a two-year research study into the effects of
increased access to acupuncture care on utilization of and expenditures on
other medical services for individuals enrolled in Medicaid and commercial
health insurance in Vermont. The Agency shall manage the Fund during fiscal
year 2019 in a manner consistent with this purpose.

(b) As part of its fiscal year 2019 budget adjustment proposal, the Agency
of Human Services shall also report on the financial status of the Fund,
including anticipated fiscal year 2020 revenue and the allocation of additional
$100,000.00 for the second year of the study described n subsection (a) of this
section.

Sec. E.307 PRIMARY CARE FUNDING

(a) Of the funds appropriated in Sec. B.307 of this act, $780,000 shall be
used to increase funding in addition to the Medicare economic index for
Federal Qualified Health Centers and look-alikes in fiscal year 2019.

(b) Of the funds appropriated in Sec. B.307 of this act, $1,386,000 shall be
used to increase the primary care rates paid to physicians in fiscal year 2019.

(c) The Department of Vermont Health Access shall provide a report to the
Joint Fiscal Committee in September 2018 on the implementation of these
requirements.

Sec. E.308 33 V.S.A. chapter 76 is added to read:

CHAPTER 76. CHOICES FOR CARE

§ 7601. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Commissioner” means the Commissioner of Disabilities, Aging,
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and Independent Living.

(2) “Department” means the Department of Disabilities, Aging, and
Independent Living.

(3) “Savings” means the difference remaining at the conclusion of each
fiscal year between the amount of funds appropriated for Choices for Care and
the sum of expended and obligated funds, less an amount equal to one percent
of the current fiscal year total Choices for Care expenditure. The one percent
shall function as a reserve to avoid implementing a High Needs wait list due to
unplanned Choices for Care budget pressures throughout the fiscal year.

§ 7602. CALCULATING AND ALLOCATING SAVINGS

(a)(1) The Department shall calculate savings and investments in Choices
for Care and report the amount of savings to the Joint Fiscal Committee and
the House Committees on Appropriations and on Human Services and to the
Senate Committees on Appropriations and on Health and Welfare by July 15
of each year. The Department shall not reduce the base funding needed in a
subsequent fiscal year prior to calculating savings for the current fiscal year.

(2) After reporting the savings in accordance with subdivision (1) of this
subsection, the Commissioner shall determine how to allocate available
Choices for Care program savings in accordance with this section.

(b) Savings shall be one-time investments or shall be used in ways that are
sustainable into the future. Use of savings shall be based on the assessed needs
of Vermonters as identified by the Department and its stakeholders. Priority
for the use of any identified savings after the needs of all individuals meeting
the terms and conditions of the waiver have been met shall be given to home-
and community-based services. As used in this chapter, “home- and
community-based services” includes all home-based services and Enhanced
Residential Care.

(c) Savings may be used to:

(1) increase Choices for Care home- and community-based provider
rates;

(2) increase Choices for Care self-directed service budgets;

(3) expand Choices for Care capacity to accommodate additional
enrollees;

(4) expand Choices for Care home- and community-based service
options;

(5) address Choices for Care quality improvement outcomes; and

(6) fund investments to serve older Vermonters and Vermonters with
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disabilities outside Choices for Care, understanding non-Medicaid services are
not eligible for a federal match.

(d) Savings shall not be used to:

(1) increase nursing home rates already addressed pursuant to section
905 of this title; or

(2) pay for budget pressures related to the Collective Bargaining
Agreement for independent direct support workers.

Sec. E.308.1  [DELETED]

Sec. E.312 Health – public health

(a) AIDS/HIV funding:

(1) In fiscal year 2019 and as provided in this section, the Department
of Health shall provide grants in the amount of $475,000 in AIDS Medication
Rebates special funds to the Vermont AIDS service and peer-support
organizations for client-based support services. The Department of Health
AIDS Program shall meet at least quarterly with the Community Advisory
Group (CAG) with current information and data relating to service initiatives.
The funds shall be allocated according to an RFP process.

(2) Ryan White Title II funds for AIDS services and the Vermont
Medication Assistance Program (VMAP) shall be distributed in accordance
with federal guidelines. The federal guidelines shall not apply to programs or
services funded solely by State general funds.

(3)(A) The Secretary of Human Services shall immediately notify the
Joint Fiscal Committee if at any time there are insufficient funds in VMAP to
assist all eligible individuals. The Secretary shall work in collaboration with
persons living with HIV/AIDS to develop a plan to continue access to VMAP
medications until such time as the General Assembly can take action.

(B) As provided in this section, the Secretary of Human Services
shall work in collaboration with the VMAP Advisory Committee, which shall
be composed of not less than 50 percent of members who are living with
HIV/AIDS. If a modification to the program’s eligibility requirements or
benefit coverage is considered, the Committee shall make recommendations
regarding the program’s formulary of approved medication, related laboratory
testing, nutritional supplements, and eligibility for the program.

(4) In fiscal year 2019, the Department of Health shall provide grants in
the amount of $100,000 in general funds to Vermont AIDS service
organizations and other Vermont HIV/AIDS prevention providers for
community-based HIV prevention programs and services. These funds shall
be used for HIV/AIDS prevention purposes, including syringe exchange
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programs; improving the availability of confidential and anonymous HIV
testing; prevention work with at-risk groups such as women, intravenous drug
users, and people of color; and anti-stigma campaigns. Not more than 15
percent of the funds may be used for the administration of such services by the
recipients of these funds. The method by which these prevention funds are
distributed shall be determined by mutual agreement of the Department of
Health and the Vermont AIDS service organizations and other Vermont
HIV/AIDS prevention providers.

(5) In fiscal year 2019, the Department of Health shall provide grants in
the amount of $150,000 in general funds to Vermont AIDS service
organizations and other Vermont HIV/AIDS prevention providers for syringe
exchange programs. The method by which these prevention funds are
distributed shall be determined by mutual agreement of the Department of
Health, the Vermont AIDS service organizations, and other Vermont
HIV/AIDS prevention providers. The performance period for these grants will
be State fiscal year 2019. Grant reporting shall include outcomes and results.

Sec. E.312.1 IMPROVING OUTCOMES FOR PREGNANT WOMEN

(a) To improve outcomes for pregnant women the Commissioner of Health
shall:

(1) Prioritize funding for tobacco cessation to address the rates of
smoking among pregnant women by utilizing evidence-based best practices.
Not less than $50,000 of the funding for tobacco cessation and prevention
activities in fiscal year 2019 shall be used to implement or expand evidence-
based interventions intended to reduce tobacco use among pregnant women.

(2) Continue to implement an outreach plan developed in 2017 to
Vermonters who are eligible but not enrolled in the Women, Infants and
Children (WIC) program.

Sec. E.312.2 WOMEN, INFANTS AND CHILDREN (WIC)
STAKEHOLDER SUMMIT AND REPORT

(a) The Department of Health shall convene a community stakeholder
summit to discuss innovative methods of increasing WIC program enrollment
in Vermont by November 1, 2018. The Department shall solicit input on
methods of increasing WIC enrollment from current and former WIC
participants, as well as WIC-eligible nonparticipants, and the Department for
Children and Families through interviews and surveys.  The Department shall
present recommended actions to the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare
and the House Committee on Human Services on or before April 1, 2019. 

Sec. E.314 MENTAL HEALTH DESIGNATED AGENCY INCREASE

(a) To address the compensation gap between the Designated Agency
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system and other providers in the health care delivery system, the funds
appropriated in this section are to enable the Department of Mental Health to
increase payments to the Designated Agencies in fiscal year 2019 in a manner
to work toward this goal.

(b) $4,328,689 of the funds appropriated in Sec. B.314 of this act shall be
used to provide increased payments to the Mental Health Designated Agencies
in fiscal year 2019. The Department may allocate up to 40 percent of these
funds to be used to address the compensation gap through value-based
incentive payments focusing on quality and outcomes.

(c) The remaining funds shall be allocated to the base rates for providers.
Of these funds, up to 50 percent may be targeted for clinical services that are
provided by master’s level clinicians and other staff with high levels of
credentials and experience to reduce the compensation gap for this staff.
These targeted funds shall be used to increase recruitment and retention of
these levels of professional staff. The Designated Agencies shall assist the
Department by providing baseline data.

(d) The Department shall report to the Joint Fiscal Committee in
September 2018 on the implementation of this section.

(e) Representatives of the Designated Agencies shall report to the Joint
Fiscal Committee in September 2018 on the impacts of these resources on
recruitment and retention of master’s level clinicians and other staff with high
levels of credentials and experience.

Sec. E.316 ECONOMIC SERVICES DIVISION; INNOVATION IN
DELIVERY OF SERVICES

(a) For the purpose of exploring innovative approaches to the
administration of programs within the Department for Children and Families’
Economic Services Division, the Commissioner may authorize pilot programs
within specific regions of the State that waive Division rules adopted pursuant
to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25 in a manner that does not impact program eligibility or
benefits. Temporarily waiving some existing rules for a prescribed period of
time shall enable the Division to test innovative ideas for improving the
delivery of services with the specific goal of achieving more responsive client
services and operational efficiencies.

(b) During fiscal year 2019, the Division may propose pilot programs in
accordance with the goals described in subsection (a) of this section to the
Commissioner for approval. Each proposal shall outline the targeted service
area, efficiencies sought, rules to be waived, duration of the program, and
evaluation criteria. Notice shall be given to clients affected by a pilot program
and to the Chairs of the House Committee on Human Services and the Senate
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Committee on Health and Welfare prior to the commencement of the pilot
program, including a description of how benefit delivery will be affected,
length of the program, and right to a fair hearing.

(c) On or before January 15, 2019, the Commissioner shall submit a report
to the House Committee on Human Services and to the Senate Committee on
Health and Welfare summarizing the pilot programs implemented pursuant to
this section and any findings and recommendations. In the event a particular
pilot program is successful at improving the delivery of services to clients, the
Commissioner may seek to amend the Division’s rules in conformity with the
approach used by the pilot program pursuant to 3 V.S.A. chapter 25.

Sec. E.316.1 3 V.S.A. § 1101 is amended to read:

§ 1101. OBLIGATION OF STATE TO DEFEND EMPLOYEES;
DEFINITION

* * *

(b) As used in this chapter, “State employee” includes any elective or
appointive officer or employee within the Legislative, Executive, or Judicial
Branch of State Government or any former such employee or officer. The
term includes:

* * *

(10) administrative reviewers whose services are contracted by the State
pursuant to 33 V.S.A. § 4916a(f).

Sec. E.317 [DELETED]

Sec. E.318 EARLY CARE AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
GRANT

(a) In fiscal year 2019 and thereafter, the Department for Children and
Families shall award 70 percent of funds designated for the Early Care and
Child Development Program Grants to center-based child care and preschool
programs participating in the Step Ahead Recognition System (STARS) and 30
percent of the designated funds to family child care homes participating in
STARS in accordance with the formula described in subsection (b) of this
section.

(b) The Department’s Child Development Division shall calculate
eligibility for Early Care and Child Development Program Grants on a
quarterly basis. In determining eligibility, the Division shall consider:

(1) the percent of enrollees receiving a Child Care Financial Assistance
Program (CCFAP) subsidy as compared to a center-based child care and
preschool program or a family child care home’s licensed capacity at a weight
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of 70 percent;

(2) the average number of enrollees at a center-based child care and
preschool program or family child care home receiving a CCFAP subsidy at a
weight of 15 percent; and

(3) the average number of infants and toddlers enrolled in a center-
based child care and preschool program or family child care home at a weight
of 15 percent.

(c) The Division shall provide Early Care and Child Development Program
Grants to eligible child care and preschool programs or family child care
homes as funds allow. Center-based child care and preschool programs or
family child care homes receiving Early Care and Child Development Program
Grants shall remain in compliance with the Department’s rules, continue to
participate in STARS, and maintain high enrollment of children receiving a
CCFAP subsidy.

Sec. E.318.1 CHILD CARE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
ADJUSTMENTS

(a) Of the funds appropriated in Sec. B.318 of this act, $738,511 is
allocated consistent with provisions related to the Child Care Financial
Assistance Program in any legislation enacted in 2018 pertaining to Vermont’s
minimum wage, to allow the Commissioner for Children and Families to:

(1) adjust the sliding scale of the Child Care Financial Assistance
Program benefit to correspond with the increase in minimum wage to $10.50
as of July 1, 2018 and to $11.10 as of January 1, 2019, to ensure that the
benefit percentage at each new minimum wage level remains the same as the
percentage applied under the former minimum wage; and

(2) adjust the market rate used to inform the fee scale in a manner that
offsets the estimated increased cost of child care in Vermont resulting from the
increase in minimum wage to $10.50 as of July 1, 2018 and to $11.10 as of
January 1, 2019. 

(b) In November 2018 and each year thereafter until 2021, the Department
shall report to the Joint Fiscal Committee regarding the projected cost to:

(1) adjust the sliding scale of the Child Care Financial Assistance
Program benefit to correspond with a statutorily required increase in the
minimum wage for January 1, 2020 and for each year thereafter until 2023 that
ensures that the benefit percentage at a new minimum wage level remains the
same as the percentage applied under the former minimum wage; and

(2) adjust the market rate used to inform the fee scale in a manner that
offsets the estimated increased cost of child care in Vermont resulting from a
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statutorily required increase in the minimum wage for January 1, 2020 and for
each year thereafter until 2023.

Sec E.318.2 CHILD CARE FUNDING ALLOCATIONS

(a) Of the funds appropriated in Sec. B.318 of this act:

(1) $247,388 may be used to fill licensing staff positions; and

(2) a minimum of $2,451,000 shall be used to increase the infant and
toddler rate used in the Child Care Financial Assistance Program. In the event
there is no statutorily required increase in the minimum wage on January 1,
2019, the funds allocated in Sec. E.318.1(a) of this act shall also be used to
increase the infant and toddler rate.

Sec. E.318.3  CHILDCARE AND PRE-KINDERGARTEN CAPACITY
BASELINE REPORT 

(a) In order to better understand the relationship between the pre-
kindergarten system and the impact on child care and early education facilities
not operated by public school districts, the Joint Fiscal Office shall research
and assemble the following for each of the last five years:

(1) The demographic information of Vermont children 0 to 5 years of
age, by town, county, or region and to the extent possible by family household
income.

(2) Array by town, county, or region the known capacity or “slots” at
licensed child care facilities, registered child care providers, pre-kindergarten
programs operated by school districts for each age group between 0 and 5
years of age.

(3) To the extent possible, an analysis of the age composition of
enrolled children at licensed providers who have ceased doing business in each
of the last five years.

(b) The Joint Fiscal Office shall have the assistance and cooperation of the
Department for Children and Families as well the Agency of Education and
shall report to the Senate and House Committees on Appropriations and on
Education no later than November 15, 2018.

Sec. E.321 GENERAL ASSISTANCE HOUSING

(a) Funds appropriated to the Agency of Human Services in the General
Assistance program in fiscal year 2019 may be used for temporary housing in
catastrophic situations and for vulnerable populations, as defined in rules
adopted by the Agency. The Commissioner for Children and Families may, by
policy, provide temporary housing for a limited duration in adverse weather
conditions when appropriate shelter space is not available.
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Sec. E.321.1 HOUSING ASSISTANCE BENEFITS; FLEXIBILITY
PROGRAM; COMMUNITY-BASED ALTERNATIVES TO
GENERAL ASSISTANCE TEMPORARY HOUSING

(a) For fiscal year 2019, the Agency of Human Services may continue to
fund housing assistance programs within the General Assistance program to
create flexibility to provide General Assistance benefits, as well as grants to
support the establishment of community-based alternatives for temporary
housing as part of the effort to reduce the number of individuals temporarily
housed by the General Assistance program. The purpose of these housing
assistance programs and community-based alternatives is to mitigate poverty
and serve applicants more effectively than they are currently being served with
General Assistance funds. Eligible activities shall include, among other
things, the provision of shelter, overflow shelter, case management,
transitional housing, deposits, down payments, rental assistance, upstream
prevention, and related services that ensure that all Vermonters have access to
shelter, housing, and the services they need to become safely housed. The
Agency may award grants to homeless and housing service providers for
eligible activities. Where such housing assistance programs and grants are
provided and community- based programs are established, the General
Assistance rules shall not apply. The assistance provided under this section is
not an entitlement and may be discontinued when the appropriation has been
fully spent.

(b) The housing assistance and community-based programs may operate in
up to 12 districts designated by the Secretary of Human Services. The Agency
shall establish goals and procedures for evaluating the program overall,
including performance measures that demonstrate program results, and for
each district in which the Agency operates the program, it shall establish
procedures for evaluating the district program and its effects.

(c) The Agency shall continue to engage interested parties, including both
statewide organizations and local agencies, in the design, implementation, and
evaluation of housing assistance programs and community-based alternatives
to General Assistance temporary housing.

Sec. E.323 2016 Acts and Resolves No. 172, Sec. E.100.9 is amended to read:

Sec. E.100.9 REPORTING UNFUNDED BUDGET PRESSURES

(a) In an effort to better understand the current services obligations, as part
of the budget report required under 32 V.S.A. § 306(a)(1), the Governor shall
include an itemization of current services liabilities, including the total
obligations and the amount estimated for full funding in the current year in
which an amortization schedule exists. These shall include the following
liabilities projected for the start of the budget fiscal year:
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* * *

(4) Reach Up funding full benefit obligations, including the standard of
need for the current fiscal year, prior to any rateable reductions made pursuant
to 33 V.S.A. §1103(a) which ensure that the expenditures for the programs
shall not exceed appropriations;

* * *

Sec. E.324 EXPEDITED CRISIS FUEL ASSISTANCE

(a) The Commissioner for Children and Families or designee may
authorize crisis fuel assistance to those income-eligible households that have
applied for an expedited seasonal fuel benefit but have not yet received it if the
benefit cannot be executed in time to prevent them from running out of fuel.
The crisis fuel grants authorized pursuant to this section count toward the one
crisis fuel grant allowed per household for the winter heating season pursuant
to 33 V.S.A. § 2609(b).

Sec. E.324.1 33 V.S.A. § 2602b is added to read:

§ 2602b. LIHEAP AND WEATHERIZATION

Notwithstanding section 2501 of this title, the Secretary of Human Services
may transfer up to 15 percent of each federal fiscal year’s Low Income Home
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) block grant to the Home
Weatherization Assistance Program to be used for weatherization projects and
program administration allowable under LIHEAP in the same State fiscal year.
At the same time, an equivalent transfer shall be made to the Low Income
Home Energy Assistance Program, from the Home Weatherization Assistance
Fund to provide home heating fuel benefits and program administration in the
same State fiscal year.

Sec. E.325 Department for children and families – office of economic
opportunity

(a) Of the General Fund appropriation in Sec. B.325 of this act, $1,092,000
shall be granted to community agencies for homeless assistance by preserving
existing services, increasing services, or increasing resources available
statewide. These funds may be granted alone or in conjunction with federal
Emergency Solutions Grants funds. Grant decisions shall be made with
assistance from the Vermont Coalition to End Homelessness.

Sec. E.325.1 33 V.S.A. § 1123 is amended to read:

§ 1123. INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT SAVINGS PROGRAM

(a) As used in this section:

* * *
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(6) “Eligible uses” means education, training that leads to employment,
the purchase or improvement of a home, the purchase or repair of a vehicle
necessary to participate in an employment-related activity, or participation in
or development of an entrepreneurial activity.

* * *

Sec. E.326 Department for children and families – OEO – weatherization
assistance

(a) Of the Special Fund appropriation in Sec. B.326 of this act, $750,000 is
for the replacement and repair of home heating equipment.

Sec. E.329 ADULT DAY CERTIFICATION

(a) Certification of new adult day providers shall require a demonstration
that the new program is filling an unmet need for adult day services in a given
geographic region, and does not have an adverse impact on existing adult day
services. In the process of approval for certifying any new adult day program,
the Department of Disabilities, Aging and Independent Living shall allow
review and comment from the Vermont Association of Adult Day Services as
to whether:

(1) the new program meets adult day standards;

(2) fills an unmet service need in that geographic area; and

(3) does not have an adverse impact on existing adult day services.

Sec. E.330 PARTICIPANT DIRECTED ATTENDANT CARE (PDAC)
PROGRAM

(a) The Department of Disabilities, Aging and Independent Living shall
continue to operate the participant directed attendant care program and shall
not reduce an enrolled individual’s level of services in fiscal year 2019. The
Agency of Human Services shall ensure that adequate funding is available to
the Department for the operation of this program for fiscal year 2019 and shall
report to the Joint Fiscal Committee in November 2018 any necessary funding
transfers from within the Agency needed to meet this requirement.

(b) The Department shall make a determination regarding the clinical and
financial eligibility of each currently enrolled individual for the Medicaid
Choices for Care program or any other program that could provide the
necessary attendant care services. The Department shall report to the Joint
Fiscal Committee in September 2018 on the status of these determinations.

Sec. E.335 CORRECTIONS APPROPRIATIONS; TRANSFER; REPORT

(a) In fiscal year 2019, the Secretary of Administration may, upon
recommendation of the Secretary of Human Services, transfer unexpended
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funds between the respective appropriations for correctional services and for
correctional services out-of-state beds. At least three days prior to any such
transfer being made, the Secretary of Administration shall report the intended
transfer to the Joint Fiscal Office and shall report any completed transfers to
the Joint Fiscal Committee at its next scheduled meeting.

Sec. E.338 Corrections - correctional services

(a) The special funds appropriation of $146,000 for the supplemental
facility payments to Newport and Springfield shall be paid from the PILOT
Special Fund under 32 V.S.A. § 3709.

Sec. E.338.1 INMATE HEALTH CARE AT CHITTENDEN AND
NORTHWEST CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES:
PILOT PROJECT

(a) In order to maximize the ability of the Department of Corrections to
improve inmate health care and reduce health care costs, a pilot project may be
established in Chittenden and Franklin Counties to provide health care to
inmates at the Chittenden Regional Correctional Facility in South Burlington
and the Northwest State Correctional Facility in Swanton. The Department of
Corrections and the State’s academic medical center may jointly develop,
implement, administer, and manage the pilot project to establish a health care
delivery system for inmates at the Chittenden and Northwest facilities. The
Department and the State’s academic medical center shall provide a report on
the progress of the pilot project, including the feasibility of extending the
project to other Vermont correctional facilities, to the Joint Justice Oversight
Committee on or before November 1, 2018.

Sec. E.343 3 V.S.A. §  22 is amended to read:

§ 22. THE COMMISSION ON WOMEN

* * *

(d) Members of the Commission shall elect biennially by majority vote a
Chair of the Commission. Members of the Commission shall receive no
compensation for their services, but shall be entitled to reimbursement for
expenses in the manner and amount provided to employees of the State who
are not employees of the State of Vermont and who are not otherwise
compensated or reimbursed for their attendance shall be entitled to
compensation and reimbursement of expenses pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 1010,
which shall be paid by the Commission.

* * *

Sec. E.344 Retired senior volunteer program

(a) Funds appropriated pursuant to Sec. B.344 of this act shall be
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administered by the Agency of Human Services and distributed
by SerVermont to each local program to be used to match the Corporation for
National and Community Service’s approved expenditures.

Sec. E.345 Green mountain care board

(a) The Green Mountain Care Board shall use the Global Commitment
Funds appropriated in this section to encourage the formation and maintenance
of public-private partnerships in health care, including initiatives to support
and improve the health care delivery system.

* * * K-12 EDUCATION * * *

Sec. E.500 Education – finance and administration

(a) The Global Commitment funds appropriated in this section shall be
used for physician claims for determining medical necessity of Individualized
Education Program (IEPs). It is the goal of these services to increase the
access of quality health care to uninsured persons, underinsured persons, and
Medicaid beneficiaries.

Sec. E.500.1 UNIFORM CHART OF ACCOUNTS

(a) No later than July 1, 2020, all Vermont supervisory unions, supervisory
districts, and independent tech center districts shall utilize the same financial
management system.  The system shall be selected by Agency of Education
per state procurement guidelines.

(b) The Agency shall work with participating supervisory unions and
districts to ensure that the utilization of the common system will:

(1) conform to a uniform chart of accounts as outlined in 2014 Acts and
Resolves No. 179, Secs. E.500.2 and E.500.3 and as amended by Acts and
Resolves No. 58, Sec. E.500.1;

(2) improve the comparability, consistency, and timeliness of school
financial data;

(3) enhance the abilities of the General Assembly, Agency of Education,
supervisory unions, and supervisory districts to better understand and manage
cost centers and related school expenditures; and  

(4) categorize expenditures in a way that draws a distinction between
direct educational expenses and expenses that are primarily human or social
services expenses.

Sec. E.500.2 16 V.S.A. §242(4) is amended to read:

(4)(A) Provide data and information required by the Secretary. and by
using a format approved by the Secretary to:
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(i) Report budgetary data for the coming school year and fiscal
year.

(B) (ii) Report all financial operations within the supervisory
union to the Secretary and State Board for the preceding school year on or
before August 15 of each year, using a format approved by the Secretary.

(C) (iii) Report all financial operations for each member school
district to the Secretary and State Board for the preceding school year on or
before August 15 of each year, using a format approved by the Secretary.

(D) (B) Prepare for each district an itemized report detailing the
portion of the proposed supervisory union budget for which the district would
be assessed for the subsequent school year identifying the component costs by
category and explaining the method by which the district’s share for each cost
was calculated; and provide the report to each district at least 14 days before a
budget, including the supervisory union assessment, is voted on by the
electorate of the district.

Sec. E.502 Education – special education: formula grants

(a) Of the appropriation authorized in this section, and notwithstanding any
other provision of law, an amount not to exceed $3,665,521 shall be used by
the Agency of Education in fiscal year 2019 as funding for 16 V.S.A. §
2967(b)(2)–(6). In distributing such funds, the Secretary shall not be limited
by the restrictions contained within 16 V.S.A. § 2969(c) and (d).

Sec. E.503 Education – state-placed students

(a) The Independence Place Program of the Lund Family Center shall be
considered a 24-hour residential program for the purposes of reimbursement of
education costs.

Sec. E.504.1 Education – flexible pathways

(a) Of this appropriation, $3,916,000 from the Education Fund shall be
distributed to school districts for reimbursement of high school completion
services pursuant to 16 V.S.A. § 943(c). Notwithstanding 16 V.S.A.
§ 4025(b), of this Education Fund appropriation, the amount of:

(1) $740,000 is available for dual enrollment programs and the amount
of $36,000 is available for use pursuant to Sec. E.605.1(a)(2) of this act;

(2) $100,000 is available to support the Vermont Virtual Learning
Cooperative at the River Valley Technical Center School District;

(3) $200,000 is available for secondary school reform grants; and

(4) $450,000 is available for the Vermont Academy of Science and
Technology and $1,870,000 for Early College pursuant to 16 V.S.A. § 946.
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Sec. E.505 REIMBURSEMENT FOR NEWBURY SCHOOL DISTRICT

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, in addition to the education
payment due to the Newbury School District for fiscal year 2019, the Agency
of Education shall pay $44,471 from the Education Fund to the Newbury
School District to compensate the district for a pre-K census error in fiscal
years 2016 and 2017.

Sec. E.513 Appropriation and transfer to education

(a) Pursuant to Sec. B.513 of this act and 16 V.S.A. § 4025(a)(2), there is
appropriated in fiscal year 2019 from the General Fund for transfer to the
Education Fund the amount of $322,905,813.

Sec. E.514 State teachers’ retirement system

(a) In accordance with 16 V.S.A. § 1944(g)(2), the annual contribution to
the State Teachers’ Retirement System (STRS) shall be $105,640,777 of which
$99,940,777 shall be the State’s contribution and $5,700,000 shall be
contributed from local school systems or educational entities pursuant to
16 V.S.A. § 1944c.

(b) In accordance with 16 V.S.A. § 1944(c)(2), of the annual contribution,
$8,081,768 is the “normal contribution,” and $97,559,009 is the “accrued
liability contribution.”

Sec. E.515 Retired teachers’ health care and medical benefits

(a) In accordance with 16 V.S.A. § 1944b(b)(2), $31,639,205 will be
contributed to the Retired Teachers’ Health and Medical Benefits Fund.

* * * HIGHER EDUCATION * * *

Sec. E.600 University of Vermont

(a) The Commissioner of Finance and Management shall issue warrants to
pay one-twelfth of this appropriation to the University of Vermont on or about
the 15th day of each calendar month of the year.

(b) Of this appropriation, $380,326 shall be transferred to EPSCoR
(Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research) for the purpose of
complying with State matching fund requirements necessary for the receipt of
available federal or private funds, or both.

(c) If Global Commitment Fund monies are unavailable, the total grant
funding for the University of Vermont shall be maintained through the General
Fund or other State funding sources.

(d) The University of Vermont shall use the Global Commitment funds
appropriated in this section to support Vermont physician training. The
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University of Vermont prepares students, both Vermonters and out-of-state,
and awards approximately 100 medical degrees annually. Graduates of this
program, currently representing a significant number of physicians practicing
in Vermont, deliver high-quality health care services to Medicaid beneficiaries
and to uninsured or underinsured persons, or both, in Vermont and across the
nation.

Sec. E.602 Vermont state colleges

(a) The Commissioner of Finance and Management shall issue warrants to
pay one-twelfth of this appropriation to the Vermont State Colleges on or
about the 15th day of each calendar month of the year.

(b) Of this appropriation, $427,898 shall be transferred to the Vermont
Manufacturing Extension Center for the purpose of complying with State
matching fund requirements necessary for the receipt of available federal or
private funds, or both.

Sec. E.603 Vermont state colleges – allied health

(a) If Global Commitment fund monies are unavailable, the total grant
funding for the Vermont State Colleges shall be maintained through the
General Fund or other State funding sources.

(b) The Vermont State Colleges shall use the Global Commitment funds
appropriated in this section to support the dental hygiene, respiratory therapy,
and nursing programs that graduate approximately 315 health care providers
annually. These graduates deliver direct, high-quality health care services to
Medicaid beneficiaries or uninsured or underinsured persons, or both.

Sec. E.605 Vermont student assistance corporation

(a) Of this appropriation, $25,000 is appropriated from the General Fund to
the Vermont Student Assistance Corporation to be deposited into the Trust
Fund established in 16 V.S.A. § 2845.

(b) Of this appropriation, not more than $200,000 may be used by the
Vermont Student Assistance Corporation for a student aspirational pilot
initiative to serve one or more high schools.

(c) Of the appropriated amount remaining after accounting for subsections
(a) and (b) of this section, not less than 93 percent of this appropriation shall
be used for direct student aid.

(d) Funds available to the Vermont Student Assistance Corporation
pursuant to Sec. E.215(a) of this act shall be used for the purposes of 16
V.S.A. § 2856. Any unexpended funds from this allocation shall carry forward
for this purpose.



- 2437 -

Sec. E.605.1 NEED-BASED STIPEND FOR DUAL ENROLLMENT AND
EARLY COLLEGE STUDENTS

(a) The sum of $72,000 shall be transferred to the Vermont Student
Assistance Corporation (VSAC) as follows:

(1) $36,000 from Sec. B.1100(a)(3)(C) (Next Generation funds
appropriated for dual enrollment and need-based stipend purposes).

(2) $36,000 pursuant to Sec. E.504.1(a)(1) (flexible pathways funds
appropriated for dual enrollment and need-based stipend purposes).

(b) The sums transferred to VSAC in this section shall be used to fund a
flat-rate, need-based stipend or voucher program for financially needy students
enrolled in a dual enrollment course pursuant to 16 V.S.A. § 944 or in early
college pursuant to 16 V.S.A. § 946 to be used for the purchase of books, cost
of transportation, and payment of fees. VSAC shall establish the criteria for
program eligibility. Funds shall be granted to eligible students on a first-come,
first-served basis until funds are depleted.

(c) VSAC shall report on the program to the House Committees on
Appropriations and on Commerce and Economic Development and to the
Senate Committees on Appropriations and on Economic Development,
Housing and General Affairs on or before January 15, 2019.

* * * NATURAL RESOURCES * * *

Sec. E.700 VOLKSWAGEN LITIGATION; ENVIRONMENTAL
MITIGATION TRUST FOR STATE BENEFICIARIES

(a) As used in this section:

(1) “Appendix D-2” means Appendix D-2 to the Environmental
Mitigation Trust, entitled “Eligible Mitigation Actions and Mitigation Action
Expenditures.”

(2) “Environmental Mitigation Trust” or “Trust” means the
Environmental Mitigation Trust Agreement for State Beneficiaries filed on
October 2, 2017 in In re: Volkswagen “Clean Diesel” Marketing, Sales
Practices, and Products Liability Litigation, 3:16-CV-00295-CRB, MDL No.
2672 CRB (JSC) (N.D. Cal.).

(3) “Mobile source” means any vehicle, freight switcher, ferry, tug,
vessel, or equipment that qualifies under an eligible mitigation action listed in
Appendix D-2.

(b) The Secretary of Natural Resources shall administer Environmental
Mitigation Trust monies pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 554(15) and, in administering
the Trust monies appropriated under Sec. B.710 of this act, shall:
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(1) Dedicate at least 15 percent of those monies for the purchase of light
duty electric supply equipment and associated allowable administrative costs
in accordance with Appendix D-2.

(2) Dedicate the remainder of the monies to the replacement of mobile
sources that consume fossil fuels with all-electric mobile sources or the
repowering of mobile sources that consume fossil fuels with all-electric
engines, or both, and associated allowable administrative costs. The
expenditures shall be in accordance with the requirements of Appendix D-2.

Sec. E.700.1 UNCLAIMED BEVERAGE CONTAINER DEPOSITS;
ESCHEATS; WATER QUALITY

(a) If an act of the 2018 session of the Vermont General Assembly requires
beverage container manufacturers or distributors to remit abandoned beverage
container deposits (escheats) to the State under 10 V.S.A. chapter 53, the
remitted beverage container deposits shall be deposited into the Clean Water
Fund under 10 V.S.A. § 1388 for the purposes of that Fund.

Sec. E.700.2 COMMISSION ON ACT 250: THE NEXT 50 YEARS;
REIMBURSEMENT

(a) 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 47, Sec. 2(i) is amended to read:

(i) Reimbursement.

(A) For attendance at no more than 10 14 Commission meetings
during adjournment of the General Assembly, legislative members of the
Commission shall be entitled to per diem compensation and reimbursement of
expenses pursuant to 2 V.S.A. § 406.

(B) There shall be no reimbursement for attendance at subcommittee
meetings or more than 10 14 Commission meetings.

* * * COMMERCE AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT * * *

Sec. E.800 UNIFIED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE
EFFORTS

(a) The Joint Fiscal Office in consultation with the Chief Performance
Officer, the Departments of Finance and Management, of Labor, and of Taxes
and the Agency of Commerce and Community Development, shall review the
Unified Economic Development initiative and related efforts to develop
options for ways the State’s activities to promote economic activity might be
presented annually in a concise and “user friendly” manner during the State
budgetary process. The Joint Fiscal Office shall present its findings to the
Joint Fiscal Committee at its November 2018 meeting. The Chairs of the
House Committee on Commerce and Economic Development and of the
Senate Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs
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shall be invited to this presentation.

Sec. E.802 Housing & community development

(a) Of the General Funds appropriated in Sec. B.802 of this act, the sum of
$100,000 of General Funds is intended to support planning and
implementation of a community development program targeting outdoor
recreation, in consultation with the Department of Forests, Parks and
Recreation.

Sec. E.807 3 V.S.A. § 2473a is amended to read:

§ 2473a. VERMONT LIFE MAGAZINE

(a) The Department of Tourism and Marketing, within the Agency of
Commerce and Community Development, shall be responsible for the
publication of Vermont Life magazine. The mission of Vermont Life magazine
shall be to promote subtly the State in a premier-quality magazine filled with
the best writing, illustration, art, and photography Vermont has to offer. Every
issue of Vermont Life magazine shall celebrate the unique heritage,
countryside, traditions, and people of Vermont and explore issues of
contemporary interest to Vermonters and visitors of the State.

(b) The overall operations of Vermont Life magazine shall be managed by
a publisher, who shall be a State employee exempt from the classified service
and who shall report to the Commissioner of Tourism and Marketing. The
editorial functions of Vermont Life magazine shall be directed by an editor,
who shall be a State employee exempt from the classified service and who
shall report to the publisher. Vermont Life magazine editorial decisions shall
be made by Vermont Life magazine editorial staff in collaboration with the
Commissioner of Tourism and Marketing pursuant to the mission of the
magazine and shall be protected from and independent of outside influence,
including that from the Legislative or Executive Branch of State government.

* * *

(e) The receipt and expenditure of monies from the Enterprise Fund shall
be under the supervision of the business manager and at the direction of the
publisher, subject to the provisions of this section. Vermont Life magazine
shall maintain accurate and complete records of all receipts and expenditures
by and from the Fund.

Sec. E.807.1 VERMONT LIFE MAGAZINE; OPERATIONS; REPORT

(a) Consistent with 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 85, Sec. E.800(d), the
Secretaries of Administration and of Commerce and Community Development
shall ensure that the full cost of Vermont Life operations shall be covered
within the funds appropriated in fiscal 2019 and beyond. This shall include, to
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the extent possible, payments toward the interest and principal of any plan for
debt repayment for past liabilities in the Vermont Life Magazine Enterprise
Fund.

(b) As part of the fiscal year 2020 budget submission, the Secretary of
Commerce and Community Development shall report on:

(1) Fiscal year 2018 year-end profit or loss with the Fund and
projections for fiscal years 2019 and 2020;

(2) Any expenses being covered by the Vermont Life Magazine
Enterprise Fund not directly attributable to Vermont Life operations and the
impact of these expenses on Fund balances; and

(3) A plan for continued reduction of the fiscal year 2019 negative
balance currently projected at $3,532,992 at the end of fiscal year 2018 and
$3,506,982 at the end of fiscal year 2019.

Sec. E.808 Vermont council on the arts

(a) The Vermont Council on the Arts shall pay its full lease charge as
assessed by Buildings and General Services.

* * * TRANSPORTATION * * *

Sec. E.900 FISCAL YEAR 2019 TRANSPORTATION FUND
CONTINGENT APPROPRIATION

(a) In the event contingent spending authority of Transportation Funds is
increased to the statewide district leveling program or the maintenance
program as provided and under the terms prescribed in Sec. 5A of H.917 of
2018, the appropriation of Transportation Funds in, respectively, Sec. B.903
Program Development and Sec. B.905 Maintenance of this act are increased in
the same amount.

* * * MISCELLANEOUS AND TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS * * *

Sec. F.100 10 V.S.A. § 128 is amended to read:

§ 128. VERMONT CENTER FOR GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
SPECIAL FUND

(a) A Special Fund is created for the operation of the Vermont Center for
Geographic Information in the Agency of Commerce and Community
Development Digital Services. The Fund shall consist of revenues derived
from the charges by the Agency of Commerce and Community Development
Digital Services pursuant to subsection (c) of this section for the provision of
Geographic Information products and services, interest earned by the Fund,
and sums which from time to time may be made available for the support of
the Center and its operations. The Fund shall be established and managed
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pursuant to 32 V.S.A. chapter 7, subchapter 5 and shall be available to the
Agency to support activities of the Center.

(b) The receipt and expenditure of monies from the Special Fund shall be
under the supervision of the Secretary of Commerce and Community
Development Digital Services.

(c) Notwithstanding 32 V.S.A. § 603, the Secretary of Commerce and
Community Development Digital Services is authorized to impose charges
reasonably related to the costs of the products and services of the Vermont
Center for Geographic Information, including the cost of personnel,
equipment, supplies, and intellectual property.

Sec. F.101 10 V.S.A. § 122 is amended to read:

§ 122. VERMONT CENTER FOR GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION,
INCORPORATED; ESTABLISHMENT

* * *

(b) In order to develop and implement that strategy, and to ensure that all
data gathered by State agencies that is relevant to the VGIS shall be in a form
that is compatible with, useful to, and shared with that geographic information
system, there is hereby established as a division under the Agency of
Commerce and Community Development Agency of Digital Services the
Vermont Center for Geographic Information (the Center).

Sec. F.102 SIMPLIFYING GOVERNMENT FOR SMALL BUSINESSES

(a) The Secretary of State, in collaboration with the Department of Labor,
the Agency of Commerce and Community Development, the Department of
Taxes, the Agency of Digital Services, and other stakeholders, shall review and
consider the necessary procedural and substantive steps and shall submit to the
General Assembly on or before December 15, 2018, a design proposal,
including a timeline, for an easily navigable portal for businesses,
entrepreneurs, and citizens to access information about starting and operating a
business in Vermont, with an emphasis on small business, and to enable
registration with all required State entities with a single login without
duplicating data entry.

(b) The Secretary shall consider and integrate to the extent feasible features
that:

(1) enhance the State’s website to simplify registration and offer a clear
compilation of State permitting rules;

(2) simplify the mechanism for making payments to the State, by
allowing a person to pay amounts he or she owes to the State for taxes, fees, or
other charges, to a single recipient within government;
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(3) simplify annual filing requirements by allowing a person to make a
single filing to a single recipient within government and simply to check a box
if nothing substantive has changed from the prior year; and

(4) provide mentoring, assistance with navigating the process, and more
direct support to small businesses, whether by designating an existing position
or creating a new position within either the Office of the Secretary of State or
another government entity, and to offer technical guidance, information, and
other support to persons who are forming or operating a small business;

(5) after registration, guide the user through secondary requirements and
send follow-up e-mail with links to additional services, frequently asked
questions, and a point of contact to discuss questions or explore any assistance
needed;

(6) provide guidance and links to State, partner organization, and
federal programs and initiatives;

(7) provide links to other Vermont-based businesses of interest; and

(8) create a tool set for ongoing communication and updates, including
digital channels such as e-mail, social media, and other communications.

Sec. F.102.1 11 V.S.A. § 1625a is added to read:

§ 1625a. ONE-STOP WEB PORTAL SURCHARGE

(a) In addition to the fee imposed on a business organization at the time of
filing its annual report pursuant to the applicable section of this title or
Titles 11A-11C of the Vermont Statutes Annotated, the Secretary of State shall
collect a surcharge in the amount of $2.00, which the Secretary shall maintain
in a segregated account and use for the purpose of developing and
implementing a one-stop navigable portal for businesses, entrepreneurs, and
citizens to access information about starting a business in Vermont and to
provide ongoing support to businesses interfacing with State government.

(b) The Secretary shall focus the services available pursuant to this section
primarily on businesses with fewer than 20 employees.

* * * EFFECTIVE DATES * * *

Sec. G.100 EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and Secs. C.100 (fiscal year 2018 technical correction,
VSAC), C.101 (fiscal year 2018 General Fund reversion repeal), C. 102 (fiscal
year 2018 Medicaid carry forward requirement), C. 103 (fiscal year 2018 carry
forward of fiscal year 20017 one-time appropriation), C.105-C.105.1 (fiscal
year 2018 tobacco litigation settlement fund receipts, transfers and
appropriations), C.106 (fiscal year year 2018 CHINS cases system strategic
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reform), C, 106.1 (fiscal year 2018 substance use disorder, mental health
workforce expansion), C.107 (fiscal year 2018 close out), C.108 (fiscal year
2018 budget adjustment repeals), C.109 (fiscal year 2018 federal funds
contingent appropriation), C.110 (fiscal year 2018 climate commission
implementation), C.111-C.114 (fiscal year 2018 Agency of Education
adjustments), C.115-C.118 (fiscal year 2018 teachers’ retirement system and
health care and medical benefits adjustments), C.119 (amending General Fund
fiscal year close out), C.1000 (fiscal year 2018 one-time transfers and
reversions), C.1001 (fiscal year 2018 contingent human services caseload
reserve use), E.126 (Legislative Branch workforce comparative evaluation),
and F.102-F.102.1 (simplifying government for small businesses) shall take
effect on passage.

(b) Notwithstanding 1 V.S.A. § 214, Sec. E.111.1 (Tax Computer System
Modernization Fund) shall take effect on passage and apply retroactively to
July 1, 2017.

(c) All remaining sections shall take effect on July 1, 2018.

And by renumbering all of the sections of the bill to be numerically correct
(including internal references) and adjusting all of the totals to be
arithmetically correct.

(For text see House Journal March 23, 2018 )

Senate Proposal of Amendment to House Proposal of Amendment

S. 92

An act relating to interchangeable biological products

The Senate concurs in the House proposal of amendment with the following
proposals of amendment thereto:

First: In Sec. 1, 18 V.S.A. § 4601, in subdivision (5)(A), before the
semicolon, by inserting as may be reflected in the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration’s Lists of Licensed Biological Products with Reference Product
Exclusivity and Biosimilarity or Interchangeability Evaluations (the Purple
Book)

Second: In Sec. 8, 18 V.S.A. § 4636, in subdivision (a)(1), following “in
this State”, by inserting for major medical health insurance

Third: In Sec. 9, 18 V.S.A. § 4635, in subdivision (b)(1), by striking out
subdivision (C) in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new subdivision
(C) to read as follows:

(C)(i) Each health insurer with more than 5,000 covered lives in this
State for major medical health insurance shall create annually a list of 10
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prescription drugs on which its health insurance plans spend significant
amounts of their premium dollars and for which the cost to the plans, net of
rebates and other price concessions, has increased by 50 percent or more over
the past five years or by 15 percent or more during the previous calendar year,
or both, creating a substantial public interest in understanding the development
of the drugs’ pricing. The list shall include at least one generic and one brand-
name drug and shall indicate each of the drugs on the list that the health
insurer considers to be specialty drugs. The health insurer shall rank the drugs
on the list from those with the greatest increase in net cost to those with the
smallest increase and indicate whether each drug was included on the list based
on its cost increase over the past five years or during the previous calendar
year, or both.

(ii) Each health insurer creating a list pursuant to subdivision (i)
of this subdivision (b)(1)(C) shall provide to the Office of the Attorney
General the percentage by which the net cost to its plans increased over the
applicable period or periods for each drug on the list, as well as the insurer’s
total expenditure, net of rebates and other price concessions, for each drug on
the list during the most recent calendar year. Information provided to the
Office of the Attorney General pursuant to this subdivision (b)(1)(C)(ii) is
exempt from public inspection and copying under the Public Records Act and
shall not be released.

Fourth: In Sec. 9, 18 V.S.A. § 4635, in subdivision (b)(2), in the first
sentence, prior to “this subsection”, by inserting subdivisions (1)(A), (B), and
(C)(i) of

Fifth: In Sec. 9, 18 V.S.A. § 4635, in subsection (e), prior to “this section”,
by inserting subdivision (c)(1)(B) of

Sixth: By adding a reader assistance heading and a new section to be Sec.
11a to read as follows:

* * * Working Group on Prescription Drug Cost Savings
and Price Transparency * * *

Sec. 11a. WORKING GROUP ON PRESCRIPTION DRUG COST
SAVINGS AND PRICE TRANSPARENCY; REPORT

(a) The Secretary of Human Services or designee shall convene a working
group comprising one representative each from the Department of Vermont
Health Access, the Green Mountain Care Board, the Vermont Board of
Pharmacy, the Vermont Association of Chain Drug Stores, the Vermont
Pharmacists Association, the Vermont Retail Druggists, Bi-State Primary Care
Association, and the Vermont Association of Hospitals and Health Systems to
investigate and analyze prescription drug pricing throughout the prescription
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drug supply chain in order to identify opportunities for savings for Vermont
consumers and other payers and for increasing prescription drug price
transparency at all levels of the supply chain, including manufacturers,
wholesalers, pharmacy benefit managers, health insurers, pharmacies, and
consumers.

(b) On or before November 15, 2018, the working group shall provide its
findings and recommendations to the House Committee on Health Care and
the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare.

(For House Proposal of Amendment see House Journal April 18, 2018 )

S. 203

An act relating to systemic improvements of the mental health system

The Senate concurs in the House proposal of amendment with the following
proposals of amendment thereto:

First: In Sec. 1, legislative intent, in subdivision (b)(1), after “capacity” and
before the semicolon, by inserting the phrase and which may be State operated
and in subdivision (b)(2), after the word “State” and before the semicolon, by
inserting the following: , including consideration of maintaining the current
State-owned Vermont Psychiatric Care Hospital as an acute inpatient facility

Second: By striking out the reader assistance heading before Sec. 4 and
inserting in lieu thereof:

* * * Waiver of Certificate of Need Requirements * * *

Third: By striking out Sec. 4 in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof as
follows:

Sec. 4. WAIVER OF CERTIFICATE OF NEED REQUIREMENTS

Notwithstanding any provisions of 18 V.S.A. chapter 221, subchapter 5 to
the contrary:

(1) the implementation of renovations at the Brattleboro Retreat as
authorized in the fiscal year 2019 capital budget adjustment bill shall not be
considered a “new heath care project” for which a certificate of need is
required; and

(2) the proposal by the University of Vermont Health Network to
expand psychiatric inpatient capacity at the Central Vermont Medical Center
campus shall be exempt from the requirement to secure a conceptual
development phase certificate of need pursuant to 18 V.S.A. § 9434(c).

Fourth: By striking out Sec. 8 in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:
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Sec. 8. RATES OF PAYMENTS TO DESIGNATED AND
SPECIALIZED SERVICE AGENCIES

The community-based services provided by designated and specialized
service agencies are a critical component of Vermont’s health care system.
The ability to recruit and retain qualified employees is necessary for delivery
of mental health services. In recognition of the importance of the designated
and specialized service agencies, the Agency of Human Services shall:

(1) Conduct ongoing financial, service delivery, and quality review
processes, which shall consider changes in operating costs over time, caseload
trends, changes in programs and practices, geographic differences in labor
markets, and the fiscal health of each designated and specialized service
agency. The review shall inform payment rates, the performance grant
processes, and payment reform work by drawing upon and combining current
review processes and not creating duplicate or redundant reporting processes
for either the Agency or the designated and specialized service agencies.

(2) On or before January 15, 2019, present a proposal, in conjunction
with the Green Mountain Care Board and the designated and specialized
service agencies, for providing the designated and specialized service agency
budgets to the Board for informational purposes for its work on health care
system costs to the House Committees on Appropriations, on Health Care, and
on Human Services and to the Senate Committees on Appropriations and on
Health and Welfare. The presentation shall be consistent with the long-term
goals of payment reform to address the potential for a review process of the
designated and specialized service agency budgets by the Board as part of an
integrated health care system.

Fifth: In Sec. 9, amending 2017 Acts and Resolves No. 82, Sec. 3(c), by
striking out the third sentence and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

The evaluation process shall include an examination as to whether the
principles for mental health care reform in 18 V.S.A. § 7251 are reflected in
the current mental health system, and if not, where system gaps exist.

Sixth: In Sec. 10, report; institutions for mental disease, by striking out
subdivision (1) and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

(1) a status update that shall provide possible solutions considered as
part of the State’s response to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services’
requirement to begin reducing federal Medicaid spending due on or before
November 15, 2018; and

(For House Proposal of Amendment see House Journal April 24, 25,
2018 )
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Ordered to Lie

H. 219

An act relating to the Vermont spaying and neutering program.

Pending Question: Shall the House concur in the Senate proposal of
amendment?

Action Postponed Indefinitely
H. 167

An act relating to alternative approaches to addressing low-level illicit drug
use.

Pending Question: Concur in Senate Proposal of Amendment?


