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ORDERS OF THE DAY

ACTION CALENDAR
Third Reading
H. 506

An act relating to professions and occupations regulated by the Office of
Professional Regulation

H. 507

An act relating to Next Generation Medicaid ACO pilot project reporting
requirements

Amendment to be offered by Rep. Houghton of Essex to H. 507
That the bill be amended as follows:

First: In Sec. 1, Next Generation Medicaid ACO pilot project reports, in
subsection (a), in the first sentence, following “House Committees on
Appropriations”, by inserting “, on Human Services,”

Second: In Sec. 2, all-payer model and accountable care organization

reports, following “House Committees on Appropriations”, by inserting “, on
Human Services,”

Favorable with Amendment
H. 308

An act relating to a committee to reorganize and reclassify Vermont’s
criminal statutes

Rep. LaLonde of South Burlington, for the Committee on Judiciary,
recommends the bill be amended by striking all after the enacting clause and
inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. CRIMINAL CODE RECLASSIFICATION IMPLEMENTATION
COMMITTEE

(a) Creation. There is created the Criminal Code Reclassification
Committee to develop and propose a classification system for purposes of
structuring Vermont’scriminal offenses.

(b) Membership. The Committee shall be composed of the following six

members:

(1) three current members of the House of Representatives, not all from
the same political party, who shall be appointed by the Speaker of the
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House; and

(2) three current members of the Senate, not all from the same political
party, who shall be appointed by the Committee on Committees:

(c) Powers and duties.

(1) The Committee shall develop a classification system that creates
categories of criminal offenses on the basis of the maximum potential period
of imprisonment and the maximum potential fine. The Committee shall
propose legislation that places each of Vermont’s criminal statutes into one of

the classification offense categories it identifies. If the Committee is unable to
determine an appropriate classification for a particular offense, the Committee

shall indicate multiple classification possibilities for that offense.

(2) For purposes of the classification system developed pursuant to this
section, the Committee shall consider the recommendations of the Criminal

Code Reclassification Study Committee, and may consider whether to propose:
A rules of statuto interpretation specifically for criminal
provisions;
B) the consistent use of mental element terminology in all criminal
provisions;
C) a comprehensive section of definitions applicable to all criminal
provisions.
d) Assistance. The Committee shall have the administrative, technical
and legal assistance of the Office of Legislative Council and the Joint Fiscal
Office, and may consult with the Vermont Center for Justice Research, the

Vermont Law School Center for Justice Reform, and any other person who
would be of assistance to the Committee.

(e) Report. On or before December 31, 2017, the Committee shall submit

a report consisting of proposed legislation to the House and Senate
Committees on Judiciary.

(f) Meetings.

1) The Committee shall select a chair and a vice chair from among its
members at the first meeting.

(2) A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.

(3) The Committee shall cease to exist on January 15, 2018.

(g) Reimbursement. For attendance at meetings during adjournment of the

General Assembly, members of the Committee shall be entitled to per diem
compensation and reimbursement of expenses pursuant to 2 V.S.A. § 406.
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Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on passage.
( Committee Vote: 8-0-3)

Rep. Hooper of Montpelier, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends the bill ought to pass when amended as recommended by the
Committee on Judiciary.

(Committee Vote: 11-0-0)
H. 326

An act relating to eligibility and calculation of grant or subsidy amount for
Reach Up, Reach Ahead, and the Child Care Services Program

Rep. Keefe of Manchester, for the Committee on Human Services,
recommends the bill be amended by striking all after the enacting clause and
inserting in lieu thereof the following:

* # * Findings * * *
Sec. 1. FINDINGS
The General Assembly finds that:

(1) benefit cliffs, which occur when a family’s loss of economic benefits

outpaces the rate at which its earnings increase, have a detrimental impact on
Vermont families:

(2) according to the 2016 article “Do Limits on Family Assets Affect
Participation in, Costs of TANF?” by the Pew Charitable Trusts, raising or

eliminating asset limits within the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
program (TANF) does not affect the number of monthly applicants to the

program;
(3) according to the 2016 article “Low TANF Asset Limits Show No
Cost or Caseload Benefits for State Programs” by the Pew Charitable Trusts,

states experience a decrease in administrative costs when they raise or
eliminate TANF asset tests:

(4) according to a 2014 article entitled “Relationships Between College

Savings and Enrollment, Graduation, and Student Loan Debt,” by the Center
for Social Development, children in families that have few or no assets have
lower academic achievement scores, high school graduation rates, college

enrollment rates, and college graduation rates than children in families with
assets: and

(5) school-designated savings are more effective than basic savings in

influencing college outcomes.
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% 3k *ReaChUp* % 3k
Sec. 2. 33 V.S.A.§ 1103 is amended to read:
§ 1103. ELIGIBILITY AND BENEFIT LEVELS

* %k %k

(c) The Commissioner shall adopt rules for the determination of eligibility
for the Reach Up program and benefit levels for all participating families that
include the following provisions:

(5)@%*%%%%%*%&% vakie-of asset !

eh—grb*‘ey—fer—t—h%Reaeh—Up—pmgPam— The asset hm1tat10n shall be $2—GGO—OO
$9.000.00 for partieipating families for the purposes of determining initial and

continuing eligibility for the Reach Up program, and the following savings

accounts shall not be considered in the calculation for determining the asset
limitation:

(1) a retirement account, such an individual retirement
arrangement (IRA), a defined contribution plan qualified under 26 U.S.C.
401(k), or any similar account as defined in 26 U.S.C. § 408: and

(i1) a qualified child education savings account, such as the
Vermont Higher Education Investment Plan, established in 16 V.S.A. § 2877,

or any similar plan qualified under 26 U.S.C. § 529.

(B) The value of assets accumulated from the earnings of adults and
children in participating families and from any federal or Vermont earned

income tax credit shall be excluded for purposes of determining continuing
eligibility for the Reach Up program.

k %k %k

* # * Child Care Financial Assistance Program * * *
Sec. 3. 33 V.S.A.§ 3512 is amended to read:

§ 3512. CHILD CARE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM;
ELIGIBILITY

(a)(1) A The Child Care Servieces Financial Assistance Program is
established to subsidize, to the extent that funds permit, the costs of child care
for families that need child care services in order to obtain employment, to
retain employment, or to obtain training leading to employment. Families
seeking employment shall not be entitled to participate in the Program for a
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period in excess of one month, unless that period is extended by the
Commissioner.

(2) The subsidy authorized by this subsection shall be on a sliding scale
basis. The scale shall be established by the Commissioner, by rule, and shall
bear a reasonable relationship to income and family size. The lower limit of
the fee scale shall include families whose gross income is up to and including
100 percent of the federal poverty guidelines. The upper income limit of the
fee scale shall be neither less than 200 percent of the federal poverty
guidelines nor more than 100 percent of the State median income, adjusted for
the size of the family. The scale shall be structured so that it encourages
employment.

(3) Earnings deposited in a qualified child education savings account,

such as the Vermont Higher Education Investment Plan., established in 16

V.S.A. § 2877, or any similar plan qualified under 26 U.S.C. § 529, shall be

disregarded in determining the amount of a family’s income for the purpose of
determining continuing eligibility.

k %k %k

* % * Effective Date * * *
Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1. 2017.

and that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read: “An act relating
to encouraging savings by participants in Reach Up and the Child Care
Financial Assistance Program”

( Committee Vote: 10-0-1)

Rep. Trieber of Rockingham, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends the bill ought to pass when amended as recommended by the
Committee on Human Services.

(Committee Vote: 11-0-0)
Favorable
H. 130

An act relating to approval of amendments to the charter of the Town of
Hartford

Rep. Lewis of Berlin, for the Committee on Government Operations,
recommends the bill ought to pass.

( Committee Vote: 10-0-1)
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Rep. Masland of Thetford, for the Committee on Ways and Means,
recommends the bill ought to pass when amended as recommended by the
Committee on Government Operations.

(Committee Vote: 10-1-0)
NOTICE CALENDAR
Committee Bill for Second Reading
H. 514
An act relating to elections corrections.

(Rep. LaClair of Barre Town will speak for the Committee on
Government Operations.)

Favorable with Amendment
H. 111
An act relating to vital records

Rep. Devereux of Mount Holly, for the Committee on Government
Operations, recommends the bill be amended by striking all after the enacting
clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

* * * (General Provisions Related to Vital Records * * *
Sec. 1. 18 V.S.A. § 4999 is added to 18 V.S.A. chapter 101 to read:
§ 4999. DEFINITIONS

As used in this part., unless the context requires otherwise:

(1) “Issuing agent” means a town clerk or duly authorized representative
of the State Registrar who issues certified and noncertified copies of birth and
death certificates from the Statewide Registration System.

(2) “Licensed health care professional” means a physician, a physician
assistant, or an advanced practice registered nurse.

(3) “Municipality” or “town” means a city, town, village. unorganized
town or gore, or town or gore within the unified towns and gores of Essex

County.

(4) “Noncertified copy” means a copy of a vital event certificate issued
by a public agency as defined in 1 V.S.A. § 317, other than a certified copy.

(5) “Office of Vital Records” means an office of the Department of
Health responsible for the Statewide Registration System and with the
authority over vital records provided by law.

(6) “Registrant” means the individual who is the subject of a vital event
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certificate.

(7)_“Statewide Registration System” or “System” means:

(A) the sole official repository of data from birth and death
certificates registered on or after January 1. 1909: and

(B) such other data related to vital records as the State Registrar may
prescribe.

(8) “Town clerk” or “municipal clerk” or “clerk” means a town clerk, a
city clerk, a county clerk acting on behalf of an unorganized town or gore, or
the supervisor of the unified towns and gores of Essex County, or a town
official or employee designated by the same to act on his or her behalf.

(9) “Vital event certificate” means a birth, death, marriage, or civil
union certificate or a report of divorce, annulment, or dissolution. “Vital event
certificate” does not include any confidential portion of a report of birth or of
death or of a marriage or civil union license or application therefor.

(10) “Vital record” means:

(A) a report of birth, death, fetal death, or induced termination of
pregnancy or a preliminary report of death;

(B) a vital event certificate:

(C) a marriage or civil union license:

(D) a burial-transit permit; and

(E) any other records associated with the creation, registration,
processing, modification, or disclosure of the records described in this
subdivision (10).

Sec. 2. 18 V.S.A. § 5020 is redesignated to read:

§ 5020 5000. SUPERVISOROEVTALRECORDS STATE REGISTRAR;
DUTIES; AUTHORITY; STATEWIDE REGISTRATION
SYSTEM; ISSUING AGENTS

Sec. 3. 18 V.S.A. § 5000 is amended to read:

§ 5000. STATE REGISTRAR; DUTIES; AUTHORITY; STATEWIDE
REGISTRATION SYSTEM; ISSUING AGENTS

(a) The eemmisstoner Commissioner shall designate a member of the
department Department as superviser—of—vital-records—registration—whe the
State Registrar. The State Registrar shall head the Office of Vital Records, and
shall provide consultation to town and—eeunty clerks, hospital personnel,
phystetans licensed health care professionals, midwives, funeral directors,
elergymen clergy, probate judges, and all other persons involved in vital
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records registration for the purpose of promoting uniformity of procedures in
reaching—a order to promote the complete, accurate, and timely, and lawful
creation, registration, processing, modification, and disclosure of vital records.

b) The Commissioner may exercise any authority granted to or fulfill
any duties conferred on the State Registrar under this part or any other
provision of law related to vital records, and the State Registrar may
delegate the exercise of his or her authority or the performance of his or her
duties to a duly authorized representative.

(c)(1) The State Registrar shall operate the Statewide Registration
System, which shall be the sole official repository of data from birth and
death certificates registered on or after January 1, 1909. The State
Registrar shall create and maintain an index which, at a minimum, will
enable the public to search contents of the System by the name of the
registrant and the date of the vital event.

(2) Birth and death certificates registered prior to January 1. 1909:

(A) shall not be incorporated into the Statewide Registration
System:;

(B) shall be maintained at the offices of town clerks as specified
in section 5007 of this title; and

(C) shall not be eligible for amendment under this part.

(3) The State Registrar shall investigate and attempt to resolve any
known discrepancy between the contents of a vital event certificate in the
custody of the State Registrar and a vital event certificate maintained in the
office of a town clerk. In addition, the State Registrar shall have the authority
to change the contents of a birth or death certificate in the System in order to
address a known error or to conform the certificate to the requirements of a
court order. The State Registrar shall record and maintain in the System the
nature and content of a change made in the System, the identity of the person

making the change, and the date of the change.

(4) Except as authorized under subdivision 5073(a)(3) of this title, and
except for corrections, completions, or amendments to address known errors or
omissions, the State Registrar shall deny any application under this part
requesting a correction, completion, or amendment of a birth or death
certificate in order to change a name, and shall change a name only in
accordance with a court order.

(d)(1) Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, town clerks
in the State shall aid in the efficient administration of the Statewide
Registration System and shall act as agents to issue copies of birth and death
certificates from the Statewide Registration System in accordance with section
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5016 of this title.
(2) By filing a written notice with the State Registrar, a town clerk may

opt out of serving as an issuing agent.

(e) The State Registrar shall, consistent with the requirements of this
part:
(1) administer the Statewide Registration System and fulfill the

duties assigned to him or her under this part:

(2) provide for the preservation and security of the official records of
the Office of Vital Records, and for the matching of birth and death records
in order to prevent the fraudulent use of birth and death certificates of
deceased persons;

3 romote uniformity of policy and procedures pertaining to vital
records and vital statistics throughout the State:

(4) prescribe the contents and form of vital record reports, vital event
certificates, and related applications and documents: prescribe the contents
and form of burial-transit permits; and distribute the same:

(5) maintain a Vital Records Alert System in order to track and
prevent misrepresentation, fraud, or illegal activities in connection with
vital records;

(6) implement audit and quality control procedures as necessary to
ensure compliance with vital records filing and reporting requirements;

(7) prescribe:

(A) the contents and form of applications for a certified copy of
birth or death certificate after consultation with the Vermont Municipal
Clerks’ & Treasurers’ Association;

(B) the manner in which vital records required to be submitted to
him or her shall be submitted;

(C) physical requirements and security standards for storage of
vital event certificates and related supplies, after consideration of best
practices issued by state and federal law enforcement and public health
organizations;

(D) the manner in which the Department of Public Safety shall
furnish lists of missing and kidnapped children to the State Registrar; and

E rocedures governing the public’s inspection of birth and
death certificates, if necessary to protect the integrity of the certificates or
to deter fraud:
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(8) adopt rules governing:
(A) acceptable content and limitations on the number of

characters on a birth certificate;

(B) acceptable forms of identification required in connection with
applications for certified copies of birth and death certificates; and

(C) the process for denying a certified copy of a birth or death
certificate based on a Vital Records Alert System match or evidence of
fraud or misrepresentation, notifying affected persons of the denial, and
investigating and resolving the issue identified.

(f) The State Registrar may adopt rules as may be necessary to carry out
his or her duties under this part.

Sec. 4. 18 V.S.A.§ 5001 is amended to read:
§ 5001. VFALRECORDS:—FORMS OFE CERHHICATES DUTIES OF

CUSTODIANS

) Beginning on January 1, 2010, all eertificates—of birth,-marriage;—eivil
aﬂieﬂ—dwefee—death—mﬂ—fe%al—death certified copies of vital event certificates

shall be issued on unique paper with antifraud features approved by the
commisstoner—of-health State Registrar and available from the department-of
health Office of Vital Records.

(b) Town custodians of vital event certificates shall ensure that the
following are stored in a fireproof safe or vault:

(1) blank copies of antifraud paper;

(2) original vital event certificates; and

(3) such other records or materials as the State Registrar may prescribe.

(c)(1) The State Registrar may audit any municipal or county office that
stores or issues vital records to determine its compliance with the requirements
of this part and any rules adopted thereunder. The State Registrar may require
an office that fails an audit to cease issuing vital records until it passes a new
audit.

(2) Following a failed audit, upon request, the State Registrar shall
conduct a follow-up audit within 30 days of the request.

Sec. 5. 18 V.S.A. § 5002 is amended to read:

§ 5002. RETURNS;: FABLES REPORT OF VITAL STATISTICS;
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PRESERVATIONOF RECORDS; AUTHORITY TO ISSUE

The ecommisstoner-of-health State Registrar shall prepare fromthereturns
of an annual vital statistics report summarizing reports or returns of births,

mamages civil unions, deaths fetal deaths, and divorces fequ-}fed—by—l-aw—te—be

annulments and dlssolutlons recelved in the prior calendar year. The

commisstoner State Registrar shall file—andpreserve—all-suech—returns— The
commissioner-shall periodically transmit the original returns er-phetestatic-or

phetegraphic—copies—to-thestate—archivist of marriages, divorces, annulments,

and dissolutions to the State Archivist, who shall keep the returns;—er

phetestatic-or-photographic-copies-of thereturns; on file for use by the public.
The eemmissioner—and—the—state—archivist State Registrar and the State

Archivist shall each, independently of the other, have power to issue certified
copies of suehreeords vital event certificates in their custody.

Sec. 6. 18 V.S.A. § 5003 is amended to read:
s 5003. FORMS MATERIALSFOR ISSUING AGENTS
The eommisstoner State Reglstrar shall procure and send to eaeh—tewn—and

bmdl-ng— issuing agents materlals as are may be necessary te—be—&sed—l-n

compliance—with—the—provistons—ofthis—part for the issuance of vital event

certificates.
Sec. 7. 18 V.S.A. § 5005 is amended to read:
§ 5005. UNORGANIZED TOWNS AND GORES

@ The county clerk of a county whereinis-sttuated where an unorganized
town or gore is situated shall have the authority, perform the same duties, and

be subJect to the same penalties as—tew—eleﬂes—n—n—fes?eet—te—heenses—

binding—such—eertificates—shall-be-paid-by—thestate prescribed in this part in
relation to vital records with respect to residents of the unorganized town or
gore.

Sec. 8. 18 V.S.A. § 5006 is amended to read:
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§ 5006. VITAL RECORDS EVENT INFORMATION PUBLISHED IN
TOWN REPORTS

Town clerks annuwally-may-comptle-and-the or auditors may publish in the

annual town report a—transeript-of-thereeord—of nonconfidential information
and statistics concerning births, marriages, ervH-unions; and deaths recorded of

residents during the preceding calendar year. Upon request, the State Registrar
shall furnish a town clerk such information and statistics.

Sec. 9. 18 V.S.A.§ 5007 is amended to read:
§ 5007. PRESERVATIONOF BATARECORDS

A town clerk shall receive, number, and file for record certificates of births;

marriages, civil unions, and dcaths, and shall preserve such certificates
together-with-the and burial-transit andremeval permits returned to the clerk;

in a fireproof vault or safe. as provided by 24 V.S.A.§ 1178, A town clerk

shall permanently preserve at the office of the clerk birth and death certificates
registered prior to July 1. 2018, and marriage and civil union certificates.

Sec. 10. 18 V.S.A. § 5008 is amended to read:
§ 5008. TOWN CLERK; RECORDING AND INDEXING PROCEDURES

A town clerk shall file for record and index in volumes all marriage
certificates and burial-transit permits received by the town. Each volume or
series shall contain an alphabetical index. Civil marriage certificates shall be
filed for record in one volume or series, civil uatens union certificates kept in

another, birth—eertificates—in—another,—and-death—eertificates and burial-transit
andremoval permits in another—Hewever, except that in a town having less

than 500 inhabitants, the town clerk may cause civil marriage, civil union,
birth,and-death-eertifieates; and burial-transit and-remeval permits to be filed

for record in one Volume—pfewded—tha{—neﬂe—ef—saeh—ve}mﬁes—shaﬂ—eeﬂ%m

Sec. 11. 18 V.S.A. § 5009 is amended to read:
§ 5009. NONRESIDENTS: CERTIFIED COPIES TO TOWN OF
RESIDENCE

On the first day of each month, the town clerk shall make a certified copy
of each original er, corrected eertificate—ofbirth, or amended civil marriage;
certificate or amended civil union;—and-death—filed certificate filed in the

clerk’s office during the preceding month, whenever the-parents-of-a-child-born
were;-of a party to a civil marriage or a civil union er-a-deceased-person—was;

was a resident in any other Vermont town at the time of sueh-birth; the civil
marriage; or civil union;-er-death, and shall transmit sueh the certified copy to
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the clerk of sueh the other Vermonttown, who shall file the same.
Sec. 12. 18 V.S.A. § 5010 is amended to read:

§ 5010. REPORTOESTAHSHCSTRANSMITTAL OF MARRIAGE
CERTIFICATES

The town clerk i1 of each town ef-ever5,000-population-or-inatown-where
a gcneral hospital as defined in subdivision 1902(1) of this title, is located,

shall each week transmit to the supervisor—of-vital-recordsregistration State
Registrar copies, duly certified, of each birth;-death; marriage;-and-etvil-union

certificate ﬁled in the town in the precedmg Week I-H—&l—l—eﬂ&er—te%%s—t-he—e}eﬂe

s 5011. PENALETFY VIOLATIONS; PENALTIES

(a)(1) A person shall not:

(A) knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly supply false
information intending that such information be used, in connection with a vital
record;

(B) without lawful authority and with the intent to deceive, make,
counterfeit, alter, or mutilate any vital record;

(C) without lawful authority and with the intent to deceive, obtain,
possess, or use, or sell or furnish to another person, any vital record that:

(1) has been counterfeited. altered, or mutilated;

(i1) is false in whole or in part: or

(ii1) relates to another person, whether living or deceased;

(D) without lawful authority, possess any vital record knowing the
same to have been stolen or otherwise unlawfully obtained.

(2) A person who violates this subsection shall be fined not more than
$10.000.00 or imprisoned for not more than five years, or both.

(b)(1) A person shall not:

(A) knowingly refuse to provide information that the person knows
is required of him or her by this part or by rules adopted to carry out its
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purposes; or

(B) knowingly neglect or violate any of the provisions the person
knows are imposed upon him or her by this part or knowingly refuse to

perform any of the duties the person knows are imposed upon him or her by
this part.

(2) A person who violates this subsection shall be fined not more than
$1.000.00 or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both.

(¢) An employee of the Office of Vital Records or any issuing agent who
knowingly furnishes or processes a certified copy of a vital event certificate
with the knowledge or intention that it may be used for the purposes of
deception shall be fined not more than $10,000.00 or imprisoned for not more
than five years, or both.

d The Commissioner or a hearing officer designated by the

Commissioner may, after notice and an opportunity for hearing, impose a civil

administrative penalty of not more than $250.00 against a person who fails to
perform any duty imposed or violates a prohibition under this part. A hearing

under this subsection shall be a contested case subject to the provisions of 3
V.S.A. chapter 25, and the provisions of 3 V.S.A. §§ 809(h), 809a, and 809b

related to subpoenas shall extend to the Commissioner, a hearing officer
appointed by the Commissioner, and licensed attorneys representing a party.

Sec. 14. 18 V.S.A. § 5013 is amended to read:
§ 5013, TOWN CLERK: SINGEEINDEX BIRTHS AND DEATHS

/\ a' NnNtren o a
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alphabetical order, except as provided by 24 V.S A § 1153, [Repealed. |
Sec. 15. 18 V.S.A.§ 5014 is added to read:
§ 5014. CONFIDENTIALITY

(a)(1) A vital record, or information therein, that by law is designated
confidential or by a similar term, that by law may only be disclosed to
specifically designated persons, or that by law is not a public record, is
exempt from inspection and copying under the Public Records Act and shall
be kept confidential to the extent provided by law.
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(2) Records or information described in subdivision (1) of this
subsection may be disclosed:

(A) for public health or research purposes in accordance with law:

(B) to a regulatory or law enforcement agency for enforcement
purposes, if the agency has agreed to accept the terms of an agreement with the

Office of Vital Records governing use and confidentiality of the information;
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(C) to the vital records office of another state, if the subject of the
vital record was a resident of the other state at the time of the vital event
that led to creation of the record; or

D) in a summary, statistical, or other format in which particular
individuals are not identified directly or indirectly.

(b)(1) Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (a)(2) of this section
and subdivision (2) of this subsection, the following information is exempt
from public inspection and copying under the Public Records Act, shall be
kept confidential, and, in any civil action, shall not be subject to discovery or
subpoena or be admissible:

(A) Social Security information and information collected only for
medical and health purposes in reports of birth;

(B) Social Security numbers in reports of death or in preliminary

reports of death;

(C) prior marriage and legal guardianship information and elections
to dissolve a civil union in a marriage or civil union license or license

application;

(D) such other information contained in a vital record as the State
Registrar may designate through a rule adopted pursuant to 3 V.S.A.
chapter 25, but only if the designation is necessary to protect the privacy of an
individual.

(2) The person who is the subject of the record or his or her authorized
representative shall be entitled to obtain a copy of the information.

(¢) Information in or received from the Vital Records Alert System is
exempt from public inspection and copying under the Public Records Act and
shall be kept confidential, except that, in addition to the exceptions to
confidentiality provided in subdivision (a)(2) of this section, such information
may be shared with an issuing agent in order to correct and prevent mistakes

and criminal activity.
Sec. 16. 18 V.S.A. § 5015 is amended to read:




commissioner- [Repealed.
Sec. 17. 18 V.S.A. § 5016 is added to read:
§ 5016. BIRTH AND DEATH CERTIFICATES: COPIES: INSPECTION

(a) Access and issuance generally.

(1) Except as provided in subdivisions (2) and (3) of this subsection:

(A) only the State Registrar and issuing agents may issue certified
copies of birth and death certificates registered before July 1. 2018, and such
certificates shall only be issued from the Statewide Registration System: and

(B) only the State Registrar and issuing agents may issue certified or
noncertified copies of birth and death certificates registered on or after July 1,
2018, and such certificates shall only be issued from the Statewide
Registration System.

(2) Copies of birth and death certificates registered prior to January
1, 1909 shall not be issued from the Statewide Registration System. Any
town clerk may issue a certified copy of a pre-1909 birth or death
certificate, provided he or she fulfills the requirements of subsection (b) of
this section and such additional requirements as the State Registrar may
prescribe as necessary to track antifraud paper used to produce such copies.

(3) A certified or noncertified birth or death certificate shall only be
1ssued as authorized and prescribed in this section, except that in either of
the following circumstances, a public agency may issue a noncertified copy

even if it does not follow the requirements of this section governing
noncertified copies:

(A) if the public agency is an agency other than the Office of Vital
Records, the Vermont State Archives and Records Administration, or the
office of a town or county, and the public agency has custody of a birth or
death certificate acquired in the course of its business; or

(B) if the birth or death certificate was filed in the records of a
town or county office, such as land records, for a reason unrelated to its
official role under law as a repository of registered birth or death
certificates.

(4) The word “illegitimate” shall be redacted from any certified or
noncertified copy of a birth certificate.

5) If necessary to prevent fraud, the State Registrar may limit the
1ssuance of a certified or noncertified copy of a certificate of live birth for a

foreign born child in the same manner as copies of birth certificates are limited
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under this section.

(b) Certified copies.

(1) The State Registrar and issuing agents may issue certified copies
of birth and death certificates only upon receipt of a complete application
accompanied by a form of identification prescribed in rules adopted by the
State Registrar. The State Registrar and issuing agents shall record in a
database maintained by the State Registrar any application received.

(2) Only the following persons shall be eligible for a certified copy
of a birth or death certificate:

(A) the registrant or his or her spouse, child, parent, sibling,
grandparent, guardian, or petitioner for appointment as executor, or the legal
representative of any of these:

(B) a specific person pursuant to a court order finding that a
noncertified copy is not sufficient for the applicant’s legal purpose and that a

certified copy of the birth or death certificate is needed for the determination
or protection of a person’s right; or

(C) in the case of a death certificate only, additionally to:

(1) the individual with authority for final disposition as provided
in section 5227 of this title or a funeral home or crematorium acting on the
individual’s behalf:

(i1) the Social Security Administration;
(ii1) the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs; or

(iv) the deceased’s insurance carrier, if such carrier provides
benefits to the decedent’s survivors or beneficiaries.

(3) Antifraud paper. Certified copies of birth and death certificates shall be
1ssued only on unique paper with antifraud features approved by the State Registrar.

(4) Legal effect. A certified copy of a birth or death certificate shall be prima
facie evidence of the facts stated therein.

(c) Noncertified copies.

(1) Form. A noncertified copy of a birth or death certificate issued from
the Statewide Registration System shall indicate the term ‘“Noncertified” on its
face.

(2) Legal effect. A noncertified copy of a birth or death certificate shall
not serve as prima facie evidence of the facts stated therein, except that it may
be recorded in the land records of a municipality to establish the date of birth
or death of a person with an ownership interest in property.
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(d) Inspection. In addition to the provisions of the Public Records Act, the

State Registrar may prescribe procedures governing the inspection of birth and
death certificates if necessary to protect the integrity of the certificates or to

prevent fraud.
Sec. 18. 18 V.S.A.§ 5017 is added to read:

§ 5017. FEES FOR COPIES AND SEARCHES
For a certified copy of a vital event certificate, the fee shall be $10.00.

* * * Dijvorce and Dissolution Records * * *
Sec. 19. 18 V.S.A. § 5004 is amended to read:

§ 5004. FAMILY DIVISION OF THE SUPERIOR COURT CEEERKS;
DIVORCE AND DISSOLUTION RETURNS

The family—division—of-thesuperior—eourt—elerk Family Division of the

Superior Court shall send to the commissioner State Registrar, before the 10th
day of each month, by county, a report of the number of divorces which and
dissolutions that became absolute during the preceding month, showing as to
each the names of the parties, date of civil marriage or civil union, number of
children, grounds for divorce or dissolution, and such other statistical

information available from the family-division-oefthe-superior-courtelerk’sfile
Family Division as may be required by the eemmissioner State Registrar.

* # * Birth Records * * *
Sec. 20. 18 V.S.A.§ 5071 is amended to read:

§ 5071. BIRTH REPORTS AND CERTIFICATES; WHO TO MAKE;
RETURN

(a) On or before the fifth business day of each live birth that occurs in this
State, the attending physician or designee or midwife or, if no attending
physician or midwife is present, a parent of the child or a legal guardian of a
mother under 18 years of age shall file with the tewn—elerk State Registrar a
eertifieate report of birth in the form and manner prescribed by the Department
State Registrar. The eertifteateshall-beregistered State Registrar shall register
the report in the Statewide Registration System if it has been completed
properly and filed in accordance with this chapter. The portion of the
registered birth report that is not confidential under section 5014 of this title is
the birth certificate.

(b) At the time of the birth of a child, each parent shall furnish the
following information en-a vide hatp m
of Health to enable comoletlon of the report of b1rth requlred under subsectlon
(a) of this section: the parent’s name, address, and Social Security number and
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the name and date of birth of the child. Theforms—and-a—~copy—of-the birth

(c)(1) Whoever assumes the custody of a live-born infant of unknown

parentage shall eomplete-a—certifieate file a report of birth asfeHews:

with the State Registrar in the form and manner prescribed by the State
Registrar.

(2) If the child is identified and a certificate of birth is found or
obtained, the report and any certificate created under this section and copies

thereof shall be sealed-and deposited with the Cemmissioner-of Health State
Registrar and kept confidential, to be opened upon court order only.

(d) The name of the father shall be included on the report of birth and on
any birth certificate of the child of unmarried parents only if the father and
mother have signed a voluntary acknowledgment of parentage or a court or
administrative agency of competent jurisdiction has issued an adjudication of
parentage.

(e) When a birth certificate is issued, a parent or parents shall be identified
with gender-neutral nomenclature.

Sec. 21. 18 V.S.A. § 5072 is amended to read:
§ 5072. NOTICE TO PARENT FOR CORRECTION OR COMPLETION

The supervisor of vital records registration shall, within Within three
months after each birth whieh that occurs in the state State, except for the birth

of a child known to have died or to have been surrendered for adoption, the
State Registrar shall send a notice of birth registration to the parents of the
child. Sueh The notice shall contain the pertinent facts such as the child’s full
name, date and place of birth, and the names of the parents, with instructions
and a form on which to apply for corrections or additions.

Sec. 22. 18 V.S.A. § 5073 is amended to read:
§ 5073. AMENDMENT-OF-MINOR-ERRORS-ON BIRTH CERTIFICATE
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CORRECTIONS, COMPLETIONS
(a)(1) Wathin Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (2) of this

subsection, w1th1n six months after the date of birth, &mendment—ef—ebwe&s

State Registrar may correct or comolete a birth certlﬁcate in the Statew1de
Registration System upon regquest application of a parent, the hospital; in

which the birth occurred, or the certifying attendant;-er-the-superviser-of-vital
records registration.
(2) At any time after the date of birth, the State Registrar may complete

a birth certificate to add the name of a father only upon request of the
registrant or his or her parent or guardian and upon the receipt of:

(A) a properly executed voluntary acknowledgment of parentage: or

B) a decree of a court or administrative agency of competent
jurisdiction adjudicating parentage.

(3) Within six months after the date of birth, the State Registrar may
complete or change the name of a child upon joint application of the parents or
upon application of the parent if only one parent is listed on the birth
certificate. A court order shall not be required except for completions or
changes of name more than six months after the date of birth.

(b) If the State Registrar determines that a correction or completion

requested under this section is unwarranted, he or she may deny an application,
in which case the applicant may petition the Probate Division of the Superior
Court. The court shall review the petition and relevant evidence de novo to
determine if the correction or completion is warranted. The court shall
transmit a decree ordering a correction or completion to the State Registrar,
who shall correct or complete the certificate in accordance with the decree.

(c) Fheamended A corrected or completed certificate shall be free of any
cvidence of such correction cxcept that the clerk shall make a notation as to the

change and shall not be marked “Amended.” However, the State Registrar
shall record and maintain in the Statewide Registration System the source of

the information, tegether—with-his—or-hername the nature and content of the

change, the identity of the person making the change, and the date the change
was made—eﬂ—t-he—lﬁ&lagﬂ—ef—t-he—eemﬁea%e fllh:fs—ﬂe%aﬁeﬂ—shai-l—ﬂet—be—memded




(d) If the State Registrar corrects or completes a certificate that was

registered prior to July 1, 2018, he or she shall notify the town clerk or clerks
with custody of the certificate, who shall replace and dispose of the
uncorrected certificate and update indexes as directed by the State Registrar.
Corrected or completed originals shall not be marked “Amended.”

Sec. 23. 18 V.S.A. § 5074 is amended to read:
§ 5074. PENALTY

A person who fails to comply with a provision of sections
5071-5073 of this title shall be fined-$5-00 subject to the penalties
prescribed in section 5011 of this title.

Sec. 24. 18 V.S.A. § 5075 is amended to read:

§ 5075. ISSUANCE OoF NEW-OR-CORRECTED AMENDED OR
DELAYED BIRTH CERTIFICATE B¥PROBATEDIISION-OF
THESUPERIOR-COURTAPPEICATON

(a) After Except as otherwise provided in subdivision 5073(a)(2) of this
title, after six months from the date of birth, any alteration of the birth

certificate of a person born in this state—may—be—amended—enl—y—by—the—deeﬁee—ef

occurred State shall be deemed an amendment

: 3o r>s Upon application by
the registrant, hlS or her parent or guardlan the hospltal in which the birth
occurred, or the certifying attendant, er-eustedian setting forth the reasen—-for
such-petition—and-the—correction—or amendment desired and the reason for it,
the State Registrar may amend the birth certificate if the application and
relevant evidence, if any, show that the amendment is warranted.

(b) A person born in this state State for whom no certificate of birth was
ﬁled durlng the first year followmg blrth or his or her parent or guardlan may

pefsen—was—bem annlv to the State Reglstrar to determ1ne the facts W1th respeet
to this the birth and to erderthe-issuanee-of issue a delayed certificate of birth.

IEEB B HE}; f;; Egiﬁeagesl .155,&81 d blmd”“l this SEEHS? fe.*lmme* SIFOTS asgdegiﬁ?d i

(c) If the State Registrar denies an application under this section, the
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applicant may petition the Probate Division of the Superior Court, which shall
review the application and relevant evidence de novo to determine if the
amendment or issuance of a delayed certificate is warranted. The court shall
transmit a decree ordering an amendment or issuance of a delayed certificate to
the State Registrar, who shall amend or issue the certificate in accordance with
the decree.

(d) The State Registrar shall make any amendment and register any
delayed certificate in the Statewide Registration System. Any amended birth
certificate issued from the System shall indicate the word “Amended” and the
date of amendment, and any delayed certificate issued from the System shall
indicate the word “Delayed” and the date of registration. The State Registrar
shall record and maintain in the System the identity of the person requesting
the amendment or delayed certificate, the nature and content of the change
made in the System, the person who made the amendment or registered the
delayed certificate in the System, and the date of the amendment or

registration.

(e) If the State Registrar amends a certificate that was registered prior to
July 1, 2018, he or she shall notify the town clerk or clerks with custody of the
certificate, who shall replace and dispose of the unamended certificate and
update indexes as directed by the State Registrar.

Sec. 25. 18 V.S.A. § 5076 is amended to read:
ot NOPICE: HEARING: DECREE: RECORD




speetal-designation: [Repealed.]
Sec. 27. 18 V.S.A. § 5077a is amended to read:
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§ 5077a. NEW BIRTH CERTIFICATE DUE TO PARENTAGE
NOMENCLATURE ON FORMER REPORT OF BIRTH FORM

(a) If a parent of a person born in this State was unable to be listed as a
parent on the person’s birth certificate due to the lack of gender-neutral
nomenclature on the former report of birth infermatien—ferm forms provided

by the Department of Health and the person or the person s parent may

submlts sufﬁ01ent proof of narentage to the State Reglstrar the State Reglstrar
shall complete the birth certificate in the State Registration System. The State
Registrar shall record in the System the identity of the person requesting the
new certificate, the nature and content of the change, the person who made the
change, and the date of the change. The State Registrar shall issue a new birth
certificate from the System which shall not contain the word “Amended” or
other special designation, and shall notify the town clerk or clerks with
custody of the certificate, who shall replace the original with the new
certificate and update indexes as directed by the State Registrar. The town
clerk or clerks shall send the original to the State Registrar, who shall keep it
confidential.

speetal-designation: [Repealed.]
Sec. 28. 15A V.S.A.§ 3-801 is amended to read:
§ 3-801. REPORT OF ADOPTION TO STATE REGISTRAR OF VITAL

RECORDS

(a) Within 30 days after a decree of adoption becomes final, the clerk of
the court shall prepare, send, and certify to the State Registrar of Vital Records

a report of adoption on a form furnished prescribed by the superviser-of-vital
records—and-certify—and-send-the report-to-the-superviser State Registrar. The

report shall include:

(1) information in the court’s record of the proceeding for adoption
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whieh that is necessary to locate and identify the adoptee’s birth certificate or,
in the case of an adoptee born outside the United States, evidence the court
finds appropriate to consider as to the adoptee’s date and plaee country, state,
and municipality of birth, as may be available;

(2) information necessary to issue a new birth certificate for the adoptee
and a request that a new certificate be issued, unless the court, the adoptive
parent, or an adoptee who has-attained is 14 years of age or older requests that
a new certificate not be issued; and

(3) the file number of the decree of adoption and the date on which the
decree became final.

(b) Within 30 days after a decree of adoption is amended or set aside, the
clerk of the court shall prepare and send to the State Registrar a report of that

action on a form furnished prescribed by the supervisor—of-vital records—and
shall certify and send the report to the supervisor of vital records State

Registrar. The report shall include information necessary to identify the
original report of adoption, and shall also include information necessary to
amend or withdraw any new birth certificate that was issued pursuant to the
original report of adoption.

Sec. 29. 15A V.S.A. § 3-802 is amended to read:
§ 3-802. ISSUANCE OF NEW, AMENDED BIRTH CERTIFICATE

(a) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (d) of this section, upon
receipt of a report of adoption prepared pursuant to seetion
380+ subsection 3-801(a) of this title, a report of adoption prepared in
accordance with the law of another state or country, a certified copy of a
decree of adoption together with information necessary to identify the
adoptee’s original birth certificate and to issue a new certificate, or a report of
an amended adoption prepared pursuant to subsection 3—801(b) of this title,

the superviser-of-vital records State Registrar shall either:

(1) issue-anew birth-eertificate for an adoptee born in this state State,
update the Statewide Registration System in accordance with the decree and
furnish a certified copy of the a new birth certificate to the adoptive parent and
to an adoptee who has-attained is 14 years of age or older;

(2) forward-a-—certified-copy-of-areport-ofadeption for an adoptee born

in another state, forward a certified copy of the report of adoption to the

supervisor-of-vital records appropriate office of the state of birth;
(3) issue-a-certificate-offoretgn-birth for an adoptee adopted in this state

and State who was born outside the United States and was not a citizen of the

United States at the time of birth, create and register in the Statewide

Registration System a “certificate of live birth for a foreign born child” upon
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request and in the form specified in 18 V.S.A. § 5078a, and furnish a certified
copy of the certificate to the adoptive parent and to an adoptee who has
attained is 14 years of age or older;

4)
bmh—eemﬁea%e—thfe&gh—the—U-&&ed—Sﬁ%es—Depamﬂeﬂ{—ef—S%a%e for an adoptee
born outside the United States who was a citizen of the United States at the
time of birth, notify the adoptive parent of the procedure for obtaining a
revised birth certificate through the U.S. Department of State; or

(5) in the case of an amended decree of adoption, isste-an—amended
birth-eertificate-accordingte either update the Statewide Registration System
in accordance with the decree and follow the procedure in subdivision (a)(1) or
(3) of this section, or follow the procedure in subdivision (2) or (4) of this
section.

(b) Unless otherwise specified by the court, a new birth certificate or
certificate of live birth for a foreign born child issued pursuant to subdivision
(a)(1) or (3) or an amended certificate issued pursuant to subdivision (a)(5) of
this section shall:

(1) be signed by the superviser-ofvitalrecords State Registrar;
(2) include the date, time, and place of birth of the adoptee;

(3) substitute the name of the adoptive parent for the name of the person
listed as the adoptee’s parent on the original birth certificate;

(4) inchide the fiting d g :sinal birl . I the fili
date-of the-newbirth-eertificate; [Repealed.]

(5) contain any other information prescribed by the superviser-of-vital
records State Registrar.

(¢) The supervisor of vital records, and any other custodian of such
records; In the case of birth certificates registered prior to July 1, 2018 that are
to be replaced or amended pursuant to subdivision (a)(1) or (5) of this section,
the State Registrar shall notify the town clerk or clerks with custody of the
certificate, who shall substitute the new or amended birth certificate for the
original birth certificate. The original certificate and all copies of the
certificate in the files shall be sealed and shall not be subject to inspection or
copying until 99 years after the adoptee’s date of birth, except as provided by
this title.

(d) If the court, the adoptive parent, or an adoptee who has-attained is 14
years of age or older requests that a new or amended birth certificate not be

issued, the supervisor-of-vital records-may State Registrar shall not issue a new

or amended certificate for an adoptee pursuant to subsection (a) of this section;

-512 -



but. Nonetheless, for an adoptee born in another state, the State Registrar shall
forward a certified copy of the report of adoption or of an amended decree of

adoption fer-an-adeptee-who-was-bern-in-anetherstate to the appropriate office
in the adoptee’s state of birth.

(e) Upon receipt of a report that an adoption has been vaeated set aside, the
supervisor-of-vital records State Registrar shall:

(1) restore-the-original-birth-certificate for a person born in this state-te
#ts-place-in-the-files; State for whom a new birth certificate was issued, update

the Statewide Registration System to reflect the original birth certificate data
and, in the case of an original birth certificate registered prior to July 1, 2018,
notify the town clerk or clerks with custody of the certificate, who shall seal
any new or amended birth certificate issued pursuant to subsection (a) of this
section, restore the original, update indexes as directed by the State Registrar,
and not allow inspection or copying of a the sealed certificate except upon
court order or as otherwise provided in this title;

(2) forward-therepoert-withrespeette for a person born in another state,

forward the report to the appropriate office in the state of birth; er

(3) for an adoptee born outside the United States who was not a citizen
of the United States at the time of birth for whom a certificate of live birth for
a foreign born child was issued, update the Statewide Registration System to
reflect that the adoption was set aside; or

eemﬁe&e—thfe&gh—the—U-&&ed—Sﬁa{es—Depamaeﬂ{—ef—S%a%e for a former adoptee

born outside the United States who was a citizen of the United States at the
time of birth, notify the person who is granted legal custody of a former

adoptee after an adoption is set aside of the procedure for obtaining an original
birth certificate through the U. S. Department of State.

(f) Upon request by a person who was listed as a parent on an adoptee’s
original birth certificate and who furnishes appropriate proof of the person’s

identity, the superviser-of-vital- records State Registrar shall give the person a
noncertified copy of the original birth certificate.

Sec. 30. 18 V.S.A. § 5078 is amended to read:
§ 5078. ADOPTION; NEW AND AMENDED BIRTH CERTIFICATE

(a) Fhe-supervisor-of-vital-records—registration—shall-establish-anew birth
certificate for a person born in the state when the supervisor When the State
Registrar receives a reeerd report of adoption, a report of an amended
adoption, or a report that an adoption has been set aside as provided in 45
V-S-A-§449 15A V.S.A. § 3-801, or a record of adoption prepared and filed in
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accordance with the laws of another state or foreign country, he or she shall
proceed as prescribed in 15A V.S.A. § 3-802.

&) If prior to July 1, 2018 a new birth certificate was issued following
an adoption which contains a notation that it was issued by authority of this
chapter, contains the filing dates of the original and the new birth certificate,
or otherwise contains information that facially distinguishes it from an
original, the adoptive parent or the adoptee if 14 years of age or older may
apply to the State Registrar to issue a replacement birth certificate that does

not contain distinguishing information. The State Registrar shall issue the
replacement and notify any town clerk with custody of the version that

contains distinguishing information, who shall substitute the latter with the
replacement birth certificate. The town clerk shall send the version that

contains distinguishing information to the State Registrar, who shall keep it
confidential.

© = bistl . hall . hetl ]
adopted-person-was-Hegitimate: [Repealed.]

(d) The new certificate, and sufficient information to identity the original
certificate,—shall-be—transmitted—to-the—elerk—of-thetown-of -birth-to-befiled

aeeefdmg—te—t-he—pfeeedb&es—m—lé—\LS—A—§—4§—1— | Repealed.]

ef—t-h&t—stafee— |Repealed |
Sec. 31. 18 V.S.A. § 5078a is amended to read:

§  5078a. BIRTH CERTIFICATE EOR—FOREIGN-BORN OF
LIVE BIRTH FOR A FOREIGN BORN CHILD ADOPTED IN
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VERMONT

(a) The suﬁewrser—ef—v&ﬂ—feeefels—fegi-s&aﬂeﬂ State Reglstrar shall
establish a-Verm 0

the Statewide Reglstratlon Svstem a certlﬁcate of hve birth for a forelgn born
child” when the-superviser he or she receives:

(1) a written request that a-new the certificate be established:

(A) from the adopted person if 48 14 years of age or olders; or

(B) from the adoptive parent or parents if the adopted person is under
18 14 years of age; and

(2) arecord of adoption issued under the-provisions-of 15 V-S-A-§-449
15A V.S.A. § 3-801(a).

(b) The newVermontbirth certificate shall be-on-aformpreseribed-by-the
commissioncer of hecalth. The new birth certiticate shall include:

(1) the true or probable foreign country of birth and true or probable
date of birth;

(2) the adoptive parents as though they were natural parents;

(3) anotation that it was issued by authority of this chapter;

(4) a statement that the certificate is not evidence of United-States U.S.
citizenship; and

(5) any other information the State Registrar may prescribe.

(c) The new—birth certificate shall not contain a statement whether the
adopted person was illegitimate.

(d) Birt . blished-underthi :onshall . le-onl
&t—t—he—dep&&mem—ef—hea%hv |Repealed.|

(e)

pfemeﬂs—ef—lé—\LS—A—§—4§—1— |Repealed |
Sec. 32. 18 V.S.A. § 5080 is amended to read:

s 5080. EORMAND EFFECT OF NEW CERTIFICATE

%ﬂ—mdé@#%—ef—ﬂm—ﬁﬂe—Sﬁeh A new b1rth certlﬁcate 1ssued under
15A V.S.A. § 3-802 and sections 5077a and 5112 of this title shall have the
same force and effect as though filed registered in accordance with the

pr0V151ons of section 5071 of this tltle Eaeh—ee%&ﬁed—eepf,l—ef—saeh—eemﬁea%e




Sec. 33. 18 V.S.A. § 5081 is amended to read:
o osnel. FILING OF NEW CERTIFICATE

§45+ [Repealed.]
Sec. 34. 18 V.S.A. § 5082 is amended to read:

§ 5082. CONSTRUCHON

ml—a&&g—te—m&&r&ges—m&d—bmhs— |Repealed |
Sec. 35. 18 V.S.A. § 5083 is amended to read:

§ 5083. PARTICIPANTSIN ADDRESS CONFIDENTIALITY PROGRAM

(a) If a participant in the program described in 15 V.S.A. chapter 21,
subchapter 3 who is the parent of a child born during the period of program
participation notifies the physician or midwife who delivers the child, or the
hospital at which the child is delivered, not later than 24-heurs 10 days after
the birth of the child, that the participant’s confidential address should not

appear on the ch11d s birth certlﬁcate then the Depaﬁmeﬂ{—sha-l-l—net—d-rse}ese

feeefds address shall not be mamtamed in the Statew1de Reglstratlon Svstem
and the State Registrar, town clerks, and any other issuing agent shall ensure
the confidentiality of the address during the period of program participation in
accordance with measures prescribed by the State Registrar. A participant
who fails to provide such notice shall be deemed to have waived the provisions

of th1s section. }ﬁsaehﬂ&eﬁee—ﬁeeewed—ﬂ%em&e%wrﬂm&ﬂdmg—see&eﬂégﬂ—ef




The Supervisor-of Vital Records State Registrar shall notify the Secretary of
State ef the receipt-of-a-birth-certificate-on-behalf-of that a program participant
has given notice under this section.

(c) The Department State Registrar shall maintain a confidential record
of the parent’s actual mailing address and town of residence—Suech—record,
which shall be exempt from public inspection and copying under the Public
Records Act.

(d) Upon the renewal; expiration, withdrawal, invalidation, or cancellation
of program participation of any parent of whom the Secretary of State received

notice from the Supervisor-of Vital Reecords State Registrar, the Secretary of
State shall notify the Superviser-ofVital Records State Registrar.

(e) Netwithstandingseetion5075—of thistitle;upon Upon notice of the

expiration, withdrawal, invalidation, or cancellation of program participation,

the superviser-of-vital recordsregistration State Registrar shall enter-the update

the Statewide Registration System and take such other steps as may be
necessary to ensure that the actual mailing address and town of residence on

the eriginal birth certificate and-shall-transmit-the—completed—original-birth
certificate-to-the-town-clerk—where-the birth-ocecurred are available for public

inspection and copying in accordance with section 5016 of this title.

(f) The town clerk shall process certificates received in this manner in
accordance with the provisions of this chapter. [Repealed. ]

Sec. 36. 18 V.S.A. chapter 20 is added to read:
CHAPTER 20. BIRTH INFORMATION NETWORK
Sec. 37. REDESIGNATION

18 V.S.A. §§ 5087-5089 (related to the Birth Information Network) are
redesignated within 18 V.S.A. chapter 20 to be 18 V.S.A. §§ 991-993.

Sec. 38. 18 V.S.A.§ 5112 is amended to read:
§ 5112. ISSUANCE OF NEW BIRTH CERTIFICATE; CHANGE OF SEX

(a) Upon reeetvingfrom-the & § he-Supe 4
order—that receipt of an am)hcatlon for a new birth certlﬁcate and after
receiving sufficient evidence to determine that an individual’s sexual
reassignment has been completed, the State Registrar shall issue a new birth
certificate to:
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(1) show that the sex of the individual born in this State has been
changed; and

(2) if the application is accompanied by a decree of the Probate Division

authorizing a change of name associated with the change of sex, to reflect the
change of name.

(b) An affidavit by a licensed physician who has treated or evaluated the
individual stating that the individual has undergone surgical, hormonal, or
other treatment appropriate for that individual for the purpose of gender
transition shall constitute sufficient evidence for the Ceurt State Registrar to
issue—an—order determine that sexual reassignment has been completed. The
affidavit shall include the medical license number and signature of the
physician.

(c) A new certificate issued pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall
be substituted for the original birth certificate in official records. The new
certificate shall not show that a change in name or sex, or both, has been made.
The original birth certificate, the Probate Division erder change of name
decree, if any, and any other records relating to the issuance of the new birth
certificate shall be confidential and shall be exempt from public inspection and
copying under the Public Records Act; however an individual may have access
to his or her own records and may authorize the State Registrar to confirm

that,pursuant-to-court-order,+t-has he or she issued a new birth certificate to

the individual that reflects a change in name or sex, or both.

(d) If an individual born in this State has an amended birth certificate
showing that the sex of the individual has been changed, and the birth
certificate is marked “Court Amended” or otherwise clearly shows that it has
been amended, the individual may receive a new birth certificate from the
State Registrar upon application.

* # * Marriage Records * * *
Sec. 39. 18 V.S.A.§ 5131 is amended to read:

§ 5131. ISSUANCE OF CIVIL MARRIAGE LICENSE; SOLEMNIZATION;
RETURN OF CIVIL MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE
REGISTRATION

(a)(1) Upon receipt of a completed application in a form prescribed by the
department State Registrar, which shall require both parties to sign the
application certifying to the accuracy of the facts contained therein, a town
clerk shall issue to a person a civil marriage license in the form prescribed by
the department State Registrar only if at least one party has signed the license
in the presence of the clerk and shall enter thereon the names of the parties to
the proposed marriage; and fill out the form as far as practicable and. The
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town clerk shall retain in the clerk’s office a copy thereef of the license until
the marriage certificate is returned by the solemnizer.

(2) The department-shall-preseribe application forms that shall allow
each party to a marriage to be designated “bride,” “groom,” or “spouse,” as he

or she chooses. and the application shall be in substantially the following







weddinoe
AAASASA S e 8]

This worksheet may be destroyed after the marriage is registered.

(3) At lecast onc

. The cense shall b
issued by:
(A) the clerk of the incorporated town, city, or village where either
party resides;

(B) the clerk of the county where an unorganized town or gore is
situated, if both parties reside in an unorganized town or gore in that county. or
if one party so resides and the other party resides in an unorganized town or
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gore in another county or outside the State; or;

(C) ifneitheris-aresident-of thestate; by any town clerk in the state
State if neither party is a resident of the State.

(4)(A) Parties to a civil union certified in Vermont may elect to
dissolve their civil union upon marrying one another but are not required to do
so to form a civil marriage. The department State Registrar shall clearly
indicate this option on the civil marriage application form required by
subdivision (2) of this subsection. If a couple elects this option, each party to
the intended marriage shall sign a statement on the confidential portion of the
civil marriage license and certificate form stating that he or she freely and
voluntarily agrees to dissolve the civil union between the parties.

k %k %k

(b) A civil marriage license so issued shall be signed by both parties to the
marriage and delivered by one of the parties to the proposed marriage, within
60 days from the date of issue, to a person authorized to solemnize marriages
by section 5144 of this title. If the proposed marriage is not solemnized within
60 days from the date of issue, such license shall become void. After sueh the
person has solemnized the marriage, he or she shall fill out that part of the
form on the license provided for his or her use, sign it, and certify to the same
occurrence and date of the marriage. Thereafter the document shall be known
as a civil marriage certificate.

k %k %k

Sec. 40. 18 V.S.A.§ 5139 is amended to read:
§ 5139. CLERK’S DUTIES; PENALTY

(a) A Except under the circumstances described in subsection (b) of this
section, a town clerk who knowingly issues a civil marriage license upon

apphcatlon of a person %dmg—m—&ne%heﬁew&—m—the—sta%e—er—a—ee&m&yhelefk

e%her—th&n—&s—p%ewled—na—see&maé@@é—ef—t—hrs—tﬁ%e other than as descrlbed in

subdivision 5131(a)(3) of this title, or a clerk who issues such a license
without first requiring the applicant to fill out, sign, and make oath to the
declaration contained therein as provided in section 5131 of this title, shall be
fined-—not—more—than—$50-00—nortess—than-$20-00 subject to the penalties

prescribed in section 5011 of this title.

(b) A town clerk may issue a civil marriage license to parties other than as
described in subdivision 5131(a)(3) of this title when the office of the town
clerk with authority to issue the license is not open during standard business

hours and the parties have a compelling, immediate need to be married, as
determined by the town clerk issuing the civil marriage license. A compelling,
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immediate need would arise when irreparable harm would occur if the
marriage were delayed.

Sec. 41. 18 V.S.A. § 5140 is amended to read:
§ 5140. PENALTY FOR MISREPRESENTATION

A person making-apphieation who applies to a clerk for a license to marry
whe and knowingly makes a material misrepresentation in filingthe—forms

contained-in-the-declaration-ofintention the application shall be deemedguilty
of perjury—and-—punished—aeecordingly subject to the penalties prescribed in
section 5011 of this title.

Sec. 42. 18 V.S.A. § 5141 is amended to read:

§ 5141. PROOE CONFIRMATION OF LEGAL QUALIFICATIONS OF
PARTIES; PENALTY

(a) Before At a minimum, before issuing a civil marriage license to an

applicant, the town clerk shall satisfy-himself-byrequiringatfidavits-or-other
proof—thatneither—party—to—the—intended—marriage—is review the license

application to confirm that:

(1) the information submitted therein does not facially indicate that the
parties are prohibited from marrying by the laws of this state State; and

(2) the parties have certified to the veracity of the information in the
application.

(b) A clerk who fails to comply with the provisions of this section or who
issues a civil marriage license with knowledge that the parties, or either of
them, are prohibited from marrying or otherwise have failed to comply with
the requirements of the laws of this state State, or a person who having
authority and having such knowledge solemnizes such a marriage, shall be
fined-not-meore-than-$100-00 subject to the penalties prescribed in section 5011
of this title.

Sec. 43. 18 V.S.A. § 5142 is amended to read:

§ 5142. RESTRICHONS-AS—TO PERSONS WHO-ARE-MINORS—OR
INCOMPETENT NOT AUTHORIZED TO MARRY

A—Clerk The following persons are not authorized to marry, and a town
clerk shall not knowingly issue a civil marriage license, when eitherparty—to
hes ed oo o

(1) either party is a person who has not attained majority witheut, unless
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the eensent town clerk has received in writing the consent of one of the parents

of the minor, if there is ene a parent competent to act;, or of the guardian of
suech the minor;

(2) nerwith-such-consent-when either party is under 16 years of age;

(3) ner—when ecither of the parties to—the—intended-marriage—is—neot is
mentally eapable incapable of entering into marriage as defined in 15 V.S.A.

§ 514;

(4) nerto—apersoen either of the parties is under guardianship, without
the written consent of sueh the party’s guardian:;

(5) [Repealed.]

(6) the parties are prohibited from marrying under 15 V.S.A. § 1a on
account of consanguinity or affinity;

(7)_either of the parties has a wife or husband living, as prohibited under
13 V.S.A. § 206 (bigamy).

Sec. 44. 18 V.S.A. § 5143 is amended to read:
§ 5143. PENALTIES

Tork_who.] oty viol .. c on 5142 of thistid
shall-be-fined-not-mere-than-$20-00- A person who aids in procuring sueh a
civil marriage license by falsely pretending to be the parent or guardian having
authority to give consent to the marriage of sueh-miners a minor shall be fined
net-mere-than-$500-00 subject to the penalties prescribed in section 5011 of
this title.

Sec. 45. 18 V.S.A. § 5146 is amended to read:

§ 5146. PENALTY FOR SOLEMNIZATION WITHOUT LICENSE OR
FAILURE TO RETURN

A—persen An individual who solemnizes a marriage; without first obtaining
of the parties the license as required by law section 5145 of this title, or who
fails to properly fill out the form thereon provided for his or her use and return
the license and certificate of civil marriage to the town clerk’s office from
which it was issued within 10 days from the date of the marriage, shall be
fined-notJess-than-$10-00 subject to the penalties prescribed in section 5011 of
this title.

Sec. 46. 18 V.S.A.§ 5147 is amended to read:

§ 5147. SOLEMNIZATION BY UNAUTHORIZED PERSON; PENALTY;
VALIDITY OF MARRIAGE

(a) A-—persen An individual who, knowing that he or she is not authorized
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so to do undertakes to join others in mamage shall be +mpﬂseﬂe€l—ﬂet—mefe

sub1ect to the penaltles preserlbed n sectlon 501 1 of this t1t1e

(b) A marriage solemnized before-apersonprofessingto-be-ajustice-ora
minister-of thegospel by an individual who was not authorized to do so under
this chapter shall not be void ner—the—validity—thereof-affectedfor—want—of

jurisdiction or authority - such supposed justice or minister or invalid,
providing provided that the marriage is in other respects lawful and is

consummated with a belief on the part of the-persens either party so married;
or-etther-of them; that they the couple were lawfully joined in marriage.

* # * Reports of Death, Death Certificates * * *
Sec. 47. 18 V.S.A. § 5202 is amended to read:

§ 5202. REPORT OF DEATH; DEATH CERTIFICATE; DUTIES OF
PHYSICIAN-AND-AUTHORIZED LICENSED HEALTH CARE
PROFESSIONAL

(a)(1) Fhe Within 24 hours after a death, the licensed health care
professional Who fs—l-ast—m—&tteﬂd&ﬂee—&peﬂ last attended a deceased person
shall #mme ; : : 5 '
CONNMISSIONCE submlt the medlcal oortlon of a report of death in a manner
prescribed by the State Registrar. Fer-the-purpeses-of-this-section,—alicensed
health carc professional means a physician, a physician assistant, or an
advanee practiceregistered-nurse: If the licensed health care professional who

attended the death is unable to state the cause of death, he or she shall

immediately notify the physietan licensed health care professional, if any, who
was in charge of the patient’s care to—fill-out-the-certificate, and he or she shall
fulfill this requirement.

(2) If the—physietan neither health care professional is wnable able to
state the cause of death, the provisions of section 5205 of this title apply.

(3) The licensed health care professional may;—with-the-consent-of-the
funeral-direetor; delegate to the funeral director or the person in charge of the
body, with that individual’s consent, the responsibility of gathering—data—for

T 1 ] Lical et c ¢ deat]
completing the nonmedical portion of the report of death.
tod and-shall ) he followi ons:
H—Was—the—deceased The State Registrar shall furnish the agency

responsible for veterans’ affairs information as to the deceased’s status as a

veteran ef-any-war?
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(2) If so. of what war?.

(5) The State Registrar shall register the report of death in the Statewide
Registration System upon receipt of the required information. The portion of
the report of death that is not confidential under section 5014 of this title is the
death certificate.

(b) When death-oceurs-in-a hospital- and-tt-is-impossible to-obtain a death
certificate from-an-attending heensed health - care professional -before 1s not

available prior to burial or transportation of a body, any licensed health care
professional who has access to the facts and can certify that the death is not
subject to the provisions of section 5205 of this title may complete and sign a

preliminary report of death on a form supplied-by-the-commissioner prescribed
by the State Registrar. Fhe-municipal-or-countyelerk—or-a-deputyshall The

health care professional may delegate completion of the nonmedical facts to
any funeral director or person in charge of the body with access to the
nonmedical facts, with that individual’s consent. A person authorized to issue
a burial-transit permit shall accept this—repert—and a properly completed
preliminary report and issue a burial-transit permit. Fhis The preliminary
report ef-death may be destroyed six months after a the death certificate has
been filed registered. This deesnet subsection does not relieve the-attending a

hcensed health care professmnal from t—he—resm%s%ﬁrty—ef—eemp}e%mg—a—de&th

his or her rest)on51b111t1es under subsectlon ( a) of th1s section.
Sec. 48. 18 V.S.A. § 5203 is amended to read:

Sec. 49. 18 V.S.A. § 5204 is amended to read:
§ 5204, FORMS: CERTHAICATION




Sec. 50. 18 V.S.A. § 5205 is amended to read:

§ 5205. DEATH CERTIFICATE WHEN NO ATTENDING PHYSICIAN
AND IN OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES; AUTOPSY

* %k %k

(f) The State’s Attorney or Chief Medical Examiner, if either deem it
necessary and in the interest of public health, welfare, and safety, or in
furtherance of the administration of the law, may order an autopsy to be
performed by the Chief Medical Examiner or under his or her direction. Upon
completion of the autopsy, the Chief Medical Examiner shall submit a report to
such State’s Attorney and the Attorney General and shall eemplete-and-sign-a
eertifieate submit a report of death to the State Registrar.

k %k %k

Sec. 51. 18 V.S.A. § 5206 is amended to read:

§ 5206. PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO FURNISH-DEATH-CERTHEICATE
SUBMIT REPORT OF DEATH

A physietan—whefailsto-furnish-a-eertificate-of death licensed health care

professional who fails to cause the medical portion of a report of death to be
submitted within 24 hours after the death of a person containing a true
statement of the cause of such death;-and-all-the-otherfactsprovidedfor-inthe
form-of- death-certificates, so far as these facts are obtainable, shall-be-fined-net
more-than-$100-00 shall be subject to the penalties prescribed in section 5011
of this title.

Sec. 52. 18 V.S.A. § 5202a is amended to read:

§ 5202a. CORRECTION, COMPLETION, OR AMENDMENT OF DEATH
CERTIFICATE

(a) Corrections, completions. Within six months after the date of death, the
town—elerk State Registrar may correct or complete a death certificate upon
application by the certifying physietan licensed health care professional,
medical examiner, hospital, nursing home, or funeral director, if the
application and relevant evidence, if any, show that the correction or

completion is warranted. TFhe—town—elerk—may correet—or—complete—the

(bybH Amendments. After six months from the date of death, any

alteration of a death certificate may-only-be-corrected-or-amended-pursuant-to
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eﬂgma-l—eemﬁeate—rs—ﬁ-}ed shall be deemed an amendment Unon annhcatlon

by a person specified in subsection (a) of this section, the State Registrar may
amend the death certificate if the application and relevant evidence, if any,
show that the amendment is warranted.

(c) Appeal. If the State Registrar denies an application for a correction,

completion, or amendment under this section, the applicant may petition the
Probate Division of the Superior Court, which shall review the application and
relevant evidence de novo to determine if the requested action is warranted.
The court shall transmit a decree ordering a correction, completion, or
amendment to the State Registrar, who shall take action in accordance with the
decree.

(d) Documentation of changes. The State Registrar shall make corrections,
completions, and amendments in the Statewide Registration System. A
corrected or completed certificate issued from the System shall be free of any
evidence of the alteration and shall not be marked “Amended.” Any amended
death certificate issued from the System shall indicate the word “Amended”
and the date of amendment. The State Registrar shall enter into and maintain
in the System the identity of the person requesting the correction, completion,
or amendment, the nature and content of the change, the identity of the person

making the change in the System, and the date the change was made.

(e) Original certificates. If the State Registrar corrects, completes, or
amends a certificate that was registered prior to July 1. 2018, he or she shall

transmit-the-same-to-the-appropriate-town-elerk-to-amend notify the town clerk

or clerks with custody of the original er—issae—a—new certificate, who shall

eplace and dispose of the original, and update indexes, as d1rected by the State

(@)(f) Provided-however, that-only-the-med '
phys*eran—may—appl—y—te Cause of death The State Reglstrar shall oan correct
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or, complete the—eertificate—as—to, or amend the medical certification of the

cause of death upon application by the medical examiner or certifying licensed
health care professional.

Sec. 53. 18 V.S.A. § 5207 is amended to read:
§ 5207. CERTIFICATEFURNISHED FAMILY ;BURIAE BURIAL-
TRANSIT PERMIT

The physician or person filling out the certificate of death, within 36 Within
24 hours after death, shall-deliver-the-same the death certificate shall be made

available upon request to the family of the deceased, if any, or the undertaker
or person who has charge of the body. Sueh The certificate shall be filed with
the person issuing the eertificate—of permission—for—burial,—entombment—or
removal burial-transit permit obtained by the person who has charge of the
body before such dead body shall be buried, entombed, or removed from the
town. When sueh the death certificate ef-death is so filed, sueh the officer or

person shall immediately issue a eertificate—of—permission—for—buriak;
entombment—orremoval-ofthe—dead-bedy burial-transit permit under legal

restrictions and safeguards.

Sec. 54. 18 V.S.A. § 5211 is amended to read:
S 5211. UNAUTHORIZED BURIAL OR REMOVAL,; PENALTY

A person who buries, entombs, transports, or removes the dead
body of a person without a burial-transit erremeval permit so to
do, or in any other manner or at any other time or place than as specified in

such permit, shall be #mprisoned-not-meore-thanfive—years—orfined-not-meore
than-$1,000-00,-er-both subject to the penalties prescribed in section 5011 of

this title.
Sec. 55. 18 V.S.A. § 5216 is amended to read:
§ 5216. PENALTY

A sexton or other person having charge of a cemetery, tomb, or receiving
vault who violates a provision of sections 5214 and 5215 of this title shall be
fined—not-more—than—$500-00—norless—than—$20.00 subject to the penalties

prescribed in section 5011 of this title.

* # * Conforming Changes * * *
Sec. 56. 4 V.S.A.§ 311ais amended to read:
§ 311a. VENUE GENERALLY

For proceedings authorized to the Probate Division of Superior Court,
venue shall lie as provided in Title 14A for the administration of trusts, and
otherwise in a Probate District as follows:
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(19) Issuanee—of Appeal from a denial by the State Registrar of Vital
Records of a request for a new er, corrected, amended, or delayed birth
certificate: in the district where the birth occurred or allegedly occurred.

(20) Correction or amendment of a civil marriage or civil union
certificate or issuance of delayed certificate: in the district where the eriginal
certificate—is—filed marriage or civil union license was issued or allegedly
issued.

(21) Ceorrection—oramendment-ofa Appeal from a denial by the State
Registrar of Vital Records of a request for a corrected or amended death

certificate: in the district where the eriginal-eertificateisfiled death occurred

or, if the place of death is unknown, where the body was found.

.(27) ' . : . . ... .‘ '

unit in which the civil marriage is sought to be consummated. |Repealed. |

* %k %k

Sec. 57. 15 V.S.A. § 816 is amended to read:
§ 816. CERHHICATE-OF CHANGE:CORRECHON AMENDMENT OF

BIRTH AND-CPHEMARRIAGERECORDS CERTIFICATE

er—she—shaH A person, or the parent or guardlan of a minor, may pr0V1de the
probate-division—of-thesuperior-ecourt State Registrar of Vital Records with a
copy of his or her birth certificate aﬁd—l-f—m&med—a—eepy—ef—ms—er—her—elm

’

O 2

supewrser—ef—v&ai—feeefds—fegi-sthatieﬂ or the blrth certlﬁcate of the minor and

a certified copy of a decree issued under this chapter authorizing a change of
name, and request that the birth certificate be amended in accordance with the

decree. The State Reglstrar of Vital Records shall ferward-suchinstrument-of

&meﬁd—the—eﬁgﬂw—eef&ﬁeate—m&d—&H—eemes—ﬂ%efeef uodate the Statewide

Registration System and proceed in accordance with the-previsions-ef-chapter
+0+-of TFitle 18 V.S.A. § 5075. Such-amended Notwithstanding 18 V.S.A.
§ 5075, certificates amended pursuant to this section shall have the words
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“Court Amended” stamped;—written;-or-typed at the top and shall show that the

change of name was made pursuant to this chapter.
Sec. 58. REPLACEMENTS

(a) In 15A V.S.A. §§ 3-705 and 5-108(c), the phrase “supervisor of vital
records” is replaced with “State Registrar of Vital Records”, and in 15A V.S.A.
§ 5-108(c), the word “supervisor” is replaced with “State Registrar.”

(b) In 18 V.S.A. § 1103, the phrase “certificate of birth” is replaced with
“report of birth.”

(c) In 18 V.S.A. § 5148, “commissioner of health” is replaced with “State
Registrar.”

(d) In 18 V.S.A. 88§ 5150(¢c) and 5168(c), the phrase “supervisor of vital
records registration” is replaced by “State Registrar” wherever it appears.

(e) In 18 V.S.A. 8§ 5151 and 5159, the phrase “supervisor of vital records
registration” and the phrase “department of health” are replaced by “State
Registrar” wherever they appear.

Sec. 59. 15A V.S.A.§ 1-101 is amended to read:
§ 1-101. DEFINITIONS
As used in this title:

k %k %k

(22) “State Registrar” and “State Registrar of Vital Records” mean the
supervisor of the Office of Vital Records in the Department of Health.

(23) “Stepparent” means a person who is the spouse or surviving spouse
of a parent of a child but who is not a parent of the child.

. .  the I  Health.
Sec. 60. 24 V.S.A.§ 1164 is amended to read:
§ 1164. CERTIFIED COPIES; FORM

(a) A town clerk shall furnish certified copies of any instrument on record
in his or her office, or any instrument or paper filed in his or her office
pursuant to law, on the tender of his—er—her fees therefor, and his or her
attestation shall be a sufficient authentication of the copies, except that the
town clerk shall net-eopy redact the word “illegitimate” from any copy of a
birth certificate he or she furnishes.




A town clerk shall furnish a certified copy of a vital event certificate only if
authorized and as prescribed under 18 V.S.A. chapter 101.

Sec. 61. 32 V.S.A.§ 1712 is amended to read:
§ 1712. TOWN CLERKS

Town clerks shall receive the following fees in-thematterof
vital-registration for issuing marriage licenses and vital event certificates:

(1) For issuing and recording a civil marriage er—etvilunion license,
$60.00 to be paid by the applicant, $10.00 of which sum shall be retained by
the town clerk as a fee, $35.00 of which shall be deposited in the Domestic and
Sexual Violence Special Fund created by 13 V.S.A. § 5360, and $15.00 of
which sum shall be paid by the town clerk to the State Treasurer in a return
filed quarterly upon forms furnished by the State Treasurer and specifying all
fees received by him or her during the quarter. Such quarterly period shall be
as of the first day of January, Apr11 July, and October.

(2)

(5) Fees for vital reeords event certificates shall be equivalentto-these

received by the Commissioner of Health or the Vermont State Archivist

pursuant-to-subseetion+H5(a)-of thistitle charged and allocated as specified
in 18 V.S.A. § 5017.

Sec. 62. 32 V.S.A.§ 1715 is amended to read:
§ 1715. VITALRECORDS EVENT CERTIFICATES: COPIES; SEARCH

(a) Upon payment of a-$10-00 the fee established under 18 V.S.A. § 5017,
the Commisstoner—ofHealth Office of Vital Records or the Vermont State
Archives and Records Administration shall provide a certified eeptes copy of a
vital reeerds event certificate, or shall ascertain and certify what the vital




event certificate shows, except that the-Commissioner-and-the Vermont-State

Arehivist shall-net-eopy the word “illegitimate” shall be redacted from any
birth certificate furnished. The fee for the search of the vital records is $3.00

which is credited toward the fee for the first certified copy based upon the
search.

(b) Fees collected under this section shall be credited to special funds
established and managed pursuant to chapter 7, subchapter 5 of-ehapter7 of
this title, and shall be available to the charging departments to offset the costs
of providing those services.

* % * Effective Dates * * *
Sec. 63. EFFECTIVE DATES

This section: in Sec. 3, 18 V.S.A. § 5000(e)(8) and rulemakin
authority); and in Sec. 39. 18 V.S.A. §5131(a)(2) (marriage license
application form) shall take effect on passage.

(b) All other sections of this act shall take effect on July 1, 2018.
( Committee Vote: 10-0-1)

Rep. Condon of Colchester, for the Committee on Ways and Means,
recommends the bill ought to pass when amended as recommended by the
Committee on Government Operations.

(Committee Vote: 10-1-0)

H. 216
An act relating to establishment of the Vermont Lifeline program

Rep. Yantachka of Charlotte, for the Committee on Energy and
Technology, recommends the bill be amended by striking all after the enacting
clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 30 V.S.A. § 218(c) is amended to read:

(c)(1) The Public Service Board shall take any action-ineludingthe-setting
of telephone—rates,—enabling necessary to enable the State of Vermont and
telecommunications companies offering service in Vermont to participate in
the Federal-Communications—Commisston-telephone federal Lifeline program
administered by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) or its agent

and also the Vermont Lifeline program described in subdivision (2) of this

subsectlon The Board shall set onc or morc residential basic cxchange




household that qualifies for participation in the federal
Lifeline program under criteria established by the FCC or other federal law or
regulation shall also be eligible to receive a Vermont Lifeline benefit for
wireline voice telephone service. The Vermont Lifeline benefit established
under this subdivision shall be set at an amount not to exceed the benefit
provided to a household as of October 31, 2017, or $4.25, whichever is
greater, and shall be applied as a supplement to any wireline voice benefit
received through participation in the federal Lifeline program. However, in no
event shall the aggregate amount of benefits received through the federal and
State programs described in this subdivision exceed a household’s monthly
basic service charge for wireline services, including any standard usage and
mileage charges.




meludingany-standard-usage-and-mileagecharges company designated as an

eligible telecommunications carrier by the Board pursuant to 47 U.S.C.
§ 214(e) shall verify an applicant’s eligibility for receipt of federal or State

Lifeline benefits as required by federal law or regulation or as directed by the
Vermont Agency of Human Services, as applicable. The Agency shall provide
the FCC or its agent with categorical eligibility data regarding an applicant’s

status in qualifying programs administered by the Agency.

(4) Notwithstanding any provisions of this subsection to the contrary, a
subscriber who is enrolled in the Lifeline program and has obtained a final
relief from abuse order in accordance with the provisions of 15 V.S.A. chapter
21 or 33 V.S.A. chapter 69 shall qualify for a Lifeline benefit credit for the
amount of the incremental charges imposed by the local telecommunications
company for treating the number of the subscriber as nonpublished and any
charges requlred to change from a pubhshed toa nonpubhshed number. Sueh

(éa—ef—t-h}s—sabseeﬁeﬂ—ller—pmﬂseses—ef As used in th1s section, nonpubhshed”

means that the customer’s telephone number is not listed in any published
directories, is not listed on directory assistance records of the company, and is
not made available on request by a member of the general public,
notwithstanding any claim of emergency a requesting party may present. The
Department for Children and Families shall develop an application form and
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certification process for obtaining this Lifeline benefit credit. UYpen

year.
Sec. 2. LIFELINE ELIGIBILITY AND PARTICIPATION;REPORT

On or before January 1. 2019 and annually thereafter for the next three

years, the Commissioner for Children and Families, in consultation with the

Commissioner of Public Service, shall file a report with the General Assembly
describing the eligibility and participation rates in Vermont with respect to

both the federal and State Lifeline programs.
Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on November 1, 2017.

and that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read: “An act relating
to Lifeline benefits”

( Committee Vote: 7-1-0)

Rep. Dakin of Colchester, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends the bill ought to pass when amended as recommended by the
Committee on Energy and Technology.

(Committee Vote: 10-0-1)
H. 386
An act relating to home health agency provider taxes

Rep. Baser of Bristol, for the Committee on Ways and Means,
recommends the bill be amended by striking all after the enacting clause and
inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 33 V.S.A.§ 1951 is amended to read:
§ 1951. DEFINITIONS
As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Assessment” means a tax levied on a health care provider pursuant
to this chapter.

(2)(A) “Core home health eare and hospice services” means:
(i) those medically necessary, intermittent, skilled nursing,home

5
o NTO ..
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is—title home health services provided by Medicare-
certified home health agencies that are covered under Title XVIII (Medicare)
or XIX (Medicaid) of the Social Security Act;

(i1) services covered under the adult and pediatric High
Technology Home Care programs:

(ii1) personal care, respite care, and companion care services
provided through the Choices for Care program contained within Vermont’s
Global Commitment to Health Section 1115 demonstration;

(iv) hospice services; and

(v)  _home health and hospice services covered under a health
insurance or other health benefit plan offered by a health insurer, as defined in
18 V.S.A. § 9402.

(B) The term “core home health and hospice services” shall not
include any other service provided by a home health agency, including:

(1) private duty nursing;

(i1) case management services;

(ii1)) homemaker services;

(iv) the Flexible Choices or Assistive Devices options under the

Choices for Care program contained within Vermont’s Global Commitment to
Health Section 1115 demonstration;

(v) adult day services:

(vi) group-directed attendant care services;

(vil) primary care services:

(viil) nursing home room and board when a hospice patient is in a
nursing home;

(ix) health clinics, including occupational health, travel, and flu

clinics;
(x) _services provided to children under the early and periodic
screening, diagnostic, and treatment Medicaid benefit;

(x1) services provided pursuant to the Money Follows the Person
demonstration project;

(xi1) services provided pursuant to the Traumatic Brain Injury
Program; or
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(xii1) maternal-child wellness services, including services
provided through the Nurse Family Partnership program.

k %k %k

(10) “Net eperating patient revenues” means a provider’s gross charges
less any deductions for bad debts, charity care, contractual allowances, and
other payer discounts as reported on its audited financial statement.

k %k %k

Sec. 2. 33 V.S.A.§ 1955a is amended to read:
§ 1955a. HOME HEALTH AGENCY ASSESSMENT

(a)(1) BeginningOectober—1,—201,—each Each home health agency’s
assessment shall be 4930 4.17 percent of its net eperating patient revenues

from core home health eare and hospice serv1ces—%elad+ng—1aevemtes—fe¥

provided

exclusively in Vermont.

(2) The amount of the tax shall be determined by the Commissioner
based on the home health agency’s most recent audited financial statements at
the time of submission, a copy of which shall be provided on or before May 1
of each year to the Department.

(3) For providers who begin operations as a home health agency after
January 1, 2005, the tax shall be assessed as follows:

H(A) Until such time as the home health agency submits audited
financial statements for its first full year of operation as a home health agency,
the Commissioner, in consultation with the home health agency, shall annually
estimate the amount of tax payable and shall prescribe a schedule for interim
payments.

2)(B) At such time as the full-year audited financial statement is filed,
the final assessment shall be determined, and the home health agency shall pay
any underpayment or the Department shall refund any overpayment. The
assessment for the State fiscal year in which a provider commences operations
as a home health agency shall be prorated for the proportion of the State fiscal
year in which the new home health agency was in operation.

k %k %k

Sec. 3. 2016 Acts and Resolves No. 134, Sec. 32 is amended to read:
Sec. 32. HOME HEALTH AGENCY ASSESSMENT FOR FISCAL
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YEARS YEAR 2017 AND2018

Notwithstanding any provision of 33 V.S.A. § 1955a(a) to the contrary, for
fiscal years year 2017 and-2048 only, the amount of the home health agency
assessment under 33 V.S.A. § 1955a for each home health agency shall be 3.63
percent of its annual net patient revenue.

Sec. 4. REPEAL

33 V.S.A.§ 1955a is repealed on July 1, 2019.
Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2017.
( Committee Vote: 11-0-0)

Favorable
H. 508

An act relating to building resilience for individuals experiencing adverse
childhood experiences.

(Rep. Mrowicki of Putney will speak for the Committee on Human
Services.)

Rep. Trieber of Rockingham, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends the bill ought to pass.

( Committee Vote: 11-0-0)
H. 510

An act relating to the cost share for State agricultural water quality financial
assistance grants.

(Rep. Ainsworth of Royalton will speak for the Committee on Natural
Resources; Fish & Wildlife.)

Rep. Helm of Fair Haven, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends the bill ought to pass.

( Committee Vote: 10-1-0)
H. 511
An act relating to highway safety.

(Rep. Brennan of Colchester will speak for the Committee on
Transportation.)

Rep. Helm of Fair Haven, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends the bill ought to pass.
( Committee Vote: 11-0-0)
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H. 512
An act relating to the procedure for conducting recounts.

(Rep. Hubert of Milton will speak for the Committee on Government
Operations.)

Rep. Juskiewicz of Cambridge, for the Committee on Appropriations,
recommends the bill ought to pass.

( Committee Vote: 11-0-0)
Consent Calendar
Concurrent Resolutions for Adoption Under Joint Rule 16a

The following concurrent resolutions have been introduced for approval by
the Senate and House and will be adopted automatically unless a Senator or
Representative requests floor consideration before today’s adjournment.
Requests for floor consideration in either chamber should be communicated to
the Secretary’s office and/or the House Clerk’s office, respectively. For text of
resolutions, see Addendum to House Calendar and Senate Calendar of March
23,2017.

H.C.R. 76
House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2016 Milton High School

Yellow Jackets Division II championship girls’ soccer team

H.C.R. 77
House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2017 St. Johnsbury Academy
girls’ indoor track and field team on winning a third consecutive Division I
indoor championship

H.C.R. 78
House concurrent resolution honoring the TRIO academic programs in
Vermont and designating March 17, 2017 as TRIO Day at the State House

H.C.R. 79
House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2017 Mt. Anthony Union High
School Patriots championship wrestling team

H.C.R. 80
House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2016 St. Johnsbury Academy
Hilltoppers Division I championship baseball team

H.C.R. 81
House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2016 St. Johnsbury Academy
Hilltoppers girls’ track and field team on winning a second straight Division I
outdoor championship

H.C.R. 82
House concurrent resolution designating the month of March 2017 as
Professional Social Workers Month
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H.C.R. 83
House concurrent resolution honoring the outstanding municipal service of
Stowe Town Clerk and Treasurer Alison Kaiser and expressing best wishes as
she continues her rehabilitation process

H.C.R. 84
House concurrent resolution congratulating the Holton Home Inc. on its 125th
anniversary

H.C.R. 85
House concurrent resolution congratulating the 2017 Burr and Burton
Academy Bulldogs championship girls’ snowboarding team

H.C.R. 86
House concurrent resolution congratulating Rylee Field of Montpelier on her
being crowned Miss Vermont 2016

H.C.R. 87
House concurrent resolution designating March 23, 2017 as Vermont
Nonprofit Legislative Day at the State House

H.C.R. 88
House concurrent resolution congratulating the Montpelier Senior Activity
Center on its 50th Anniversary

S.C.R. 10
Senate concurrent resolution designating Friday, March 24, 2017 as Northeast
Kingdom Day in Vermont.

For Informational Purposes
CROSS OVER DATES

All House bills referred pursuant to House Rule 35(a) to the Committees on
Appropriations and Ways and Means should be reported out by the last of
those committees on or before Friday, March 24, 2017, and filed with the
Clerk so they may be placed on the Calendar for Notice the next legislative
day.
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