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H.120
Introduced by Representatives Devereux of Mount Holly, Townsend of South

Burlington, Brumsted of Shelburne, Gannon of Wilmington,
Gardner of Richmond, Hubert of Milton, Kitzmiller of
Montpelier, LaClair of Barre Town, LaLonde of South
Burlington, Lewis of Berlin, and Weed of Enosburgh
Referred to Committee on
Date:
Subject: Judiciary; domestic relations; name changes; vital records
Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to clarify the
circumstances under which a change of name requires a court order, codify
legal standards to govern petitions for changes of name, and amend
the law governing when a birth certificate should be amended following a

change-of-name decree.

An act relating to changes of name

VT LEG #320027 v.8
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It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:

Sec. 1. 15 V.S.A. § 558 is amended to read:

§ 558. WOMAN-ALLOWED TOTAKE-MAIBEN-NAME RESUMING A

PRE-MARRIAGE OR PRE-CIVIL UNION SURNAME

(a) Ypen In any decree granting a divorce or dissolution to a-weman parties

who were married or joined in a civil union, unless good cause is shown or the

parties stipulate to the contrary, the court may-aHew-her shall expressly permit

each party to resume her-matden-name-or-the-name-of-aformer-husband the

surname he or she used immediately before the marriage or civil union.

(b) At any time, a person may resume using the surname he or she used

immediately before his or her marriage or civil union, and does not need the

permission of any court to do so, even if:

(1) the marriage or civil union has not terminated; or

(2) the marriage or civil union has terminated, but the divorce or

dissolution decree does not specifically authorize the resumption.

Sec. 2. 15 V.S.A. § 559 is amended to read:

§ 559, CHANGE OFCHHLDREN"S-NAMES

[Repealed.]
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Sec. 3. 15 V.S.A. § 811 is amended to read:
8§ 811. PROCEDURE; FORM

(a) A person of age and sound mind may change his or her name by

making, signing, sealing, and acknowledging before the judge of the prebate

division-of-the-superior-court Probate Division of the Superior Court of the
district in which the person resides;-an-tastrument-in-the-folewing-form:

a completed petition for a change of name in a form prescribed by the Chief

Administrative Judge.

(b) The petition shall be granted unless the court finds that it was filed with

fraudulent intent or substantially interferes with the rights of others or that the

proposed change is inconsistent with the public interest.
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(c) A person may change his or her surname without a petition under this

section if he or she:

(1) adopts a hyphenated surname following marriage;

(2) adopts the surname of his or her spouse following marriage; or

(3) resumes his or her pre-marriage or pre-civil union surname as

authorized under subsection 558(b) of this title.

Sec. 4. 15 V.S.A. 8 812 is amended to read:
8§ 812. MINOR
@) A _m
chapter-111-of Fitle 14 may-actfor-him-or-her; A parent or guardian with legal

parental rights and responsibilities for a minor may petition to change the

minor’s name by making, signing, sealing, and acknowledging before the

judge of the probate-division-of-the-superior-court Probate Division of the

Superior Court of the district in which such minor resides;an-astrument-in

consent-given-tr-court a petition in a form prescribed by the Chief

Administrative Judge. A parent or guardian who has not consented to the

change of name shall be notified prior to the commencement of the

proceedings as provided in the Vermont Rules of Probate Procedure. A parent
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shall be so notified regardless of whether he or she has legal parental rights and

responsibilities.

(b) The court shall grant the petition upon determining that doing so would

be in the best interests of the minor, except that the name of a minor who is 14

years of age or older shall not be changed without his or her consent given in

court. In determining the best interests of the minor, the court may consider

the following factors:

(1) the minor’s preference, taking into account the minor’s age and

maturity;

(2) the length of time the minor has used the name;

(3) the effect of the name change on the preservation and development

of the minor’s relationship with each parent;

(4) whether the minor might feel embarrassment or discomfort as a

result of bearing a name different from the rest of his or her family;

(5) whether any negative association or social stigma has attached to

either the current or proposed name;

(6) the motives of the petitioning parent or guardian; and

(7) any other factor relevant to the minor’s best interests.
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Sec. 5. 15 V.S.A. § 816 is amended to read:

8§ 816. CERHHCATE-OFCHANGE-CORRECHON AMENDMENT OF

BIRTH ANB-CINVH-MARRIAGERECORDS CERTIFICATE

or-she;-shall A person, or the parent or guardian of a minor, may provide the

probate-division-of the-superior-court State Registrar of Vital Records with a
copy of his or her birth certificate and-H-married;—a-copy-of-his-or-hercivil

supervisor-of-vital-recordsregistration or the birth certificate of the minor and a

certified copy of a decree issued under this chapter authorizing a change of

name, and request that the birth certificate be amended in accordance with the

decree. The State Registrar of Vital Records shall forward-such-instrument-of

amend-the cause the original certificate and all copies thereof to be amended in

accordance with the decree and with the provisions of ehapter-101-of Fitle 18

V.S.A. chapter 103. Such-amended-certificatesshall-have-the-words—Court
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Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2017.
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