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This act summary is provided for the convenience of the public and members of the 

General Assembly.  It is intended to provide a general summary of the act and may not be 

exhaustive.  It has been prepared by the staff of the Office of Legislative Council without 

input from members of the General Assembly.  It is not intended to aid in the 

interpretation of legislation or to serve as a source of legislative intent.  

 

Act No. 112 (H.566).  Crimes and criminal procedure; animal cruelty 

An act relating to animal cruelty 

This act makes various updates to the animal cruelty statute, including 

changing the word “beats” to “harms,” to broaden the scope of prohibited 

behavior beyond striking an animal multiple times.  

Effective on May 1, 2018. 


