
JUVENILE PROCEEDINGS FLOWCHART 
(not all cases follow this progression) 

 
 
 
 

 
72 Hours  33 VSA §5307(a), §5255(a) 

15 Days           33 VSA §5313 (a) 

                             33 VSA §5227 (a) 

 

35 Days (unless proceeding directly to disposition)   

33VSA §5317(a), 33 VSA §5229(g) 

Merits should occur 60 days from: 

  Temporary Care Order 33 VSA §5313 (b)  
        OR 
  Preliminary Hearing 33 VSA §5227 (b) 

 
Initial case plan is filed 60 days from  

  child’s removal from home 
  33 VSA §5314 (a) 

Emergency Care Order 

Temporary Care 

Hearing & Order 

Pre-Trial Hearing 

Merits Hearing & Adjudication 

Dispo. Case Plan filed 28 days from merits finding 

Disposition Hearing & Order 

33 VSA §5316 (a)     33 VSA §5230 (a) 

Post Disposition Review Hearing 
60 Days from disposition       

33 VSA §5320, 33 VSA §5258 

 

Permanency Hearing 

within 12 months from when child came into custody 
May also be held every 3 or 6 months depending on child’s age 

33 VSA §5521 (a) 

If child in custody 15 out of last 22 months 

Preliminary Hearing 
(non-emergency CHINS & Del. Cases) 

TPR Petition Filed 

Permanency: 
- Reunification 
- Permanent 
   Guardianship 
- Other 

within 6 
months  

TPR Status Conference 

TPR Hearing 

TPR Order Issued Adoption 
(permanency) 

15 Days  VRFP 3 (b) 

30 Days from close of evidence 

Approx. 3 months 

Appeal Filed? 
(may take 4 -6 months) 

30 Days from close of evidence 

15 Days  33 VSA §5313(a), §5227(a)/VRFP 2(c) 

Statutory reference to Chapter 52 are delinquency cases 
Statutory reference to Chapter 53 are CHINS cases 

TPR process start to finish 
should not exceed 5 months  

Updated October 2015 

 


