H-16 Sec. C.106 CHINS CASES SYSTEM-WIDE REFORM

(a) The sum of $7,000,000 is appropriated from the Tobacco Litigation Settlement Fund to the Judiciary
in fiscal year 2018 and shall carry forward for the uses and based on the allocations set forth in
subsections {b) and {c) of this section. The purpose of the funds is to make strategic investments to
transform the adjudlcatlon of CHINS cases in Vermont.

(b) The sum appropriated from the Tobacce Litigation Settlement Fund in subsection (a) of this section
shall be allocated as follows:

(1) $1,250,000 for fiscal year 2019, which shall not be distributed until the group defined in
subsection {c) of this section provides proposed expenditures as part of its fiscal year 2019 budget
adjustment request; '

(2) $2,500,000 for fiscal year 2020, for which the gAroup shall provide proposed expenditures as
part of its fiscal year 2020 budget request or budget adjustment reguest, or both; AS PASSED BY HOUSE
AND SENATE H.16 2018 Page 98 of 275 .

{3) $2,500,000 for fiscal year 2021, for which-the group shall provide proposed expenditures as
part of its fiscal year 2021 budget request or budget adjustment request, or both; and

(4) $750,000 in fiscal year 2022 or after as needed.

~ {c) During the 2018 legislative interim, the Chief Superior Judge, the Executive Director of State’s

. Attorneys and Sheriffs, the Defender General, and the Commissioner for Children and Families, shall
review and propose changes to the systém by which CHINS cases are processed and adjudicated. In
undertaking this review the group shall evaluate successful models used in other countries, states, or
cities. The proposal shall incorporate innovative approaches to holistic reform and strategies to reduce
the need for court intervention and may include the use of regional and mobile models, judicial masters,
mediation, dedicated resources, and other alternative dlspute resolution options to the CHINS process.
The proposal for reform shall: -

(1) support and improve child safety;

(2) provide early screening for substance abuse, mental health, and trauma of children and
parents; ' ‘

(3) provide early access to services designed to address screening outcomes;

(4} improve timeliness of adjudication, including timeliness to permanency for children, whether
permanency is reunification with parents or termination of parental rights; AS PASSED BY HOUSE AND
SENATE H.16 2018 Page 99 0f 275 ' :

{5) ensure due process;
(6) serve the best interests of the affected children;
(7) relieve systemic resource and budget pressures; and

(8) lead to lasting changes. .



(d) The Chief Superior Judge, the Executive Director of State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs, the Defender
General, and the Commissioner for Children and Families shall report on the proposal developed
pursuant to subsection (c) of this section, and shall include a recommendation on how to allocate the
51,250,000 altocated for fiscal year 2019 to reflect the vision for reforming the CHINS docket that
achieves the outcomes set forth in subsection {c) of this section: -

(1) on or before December 1, 2018 shall report to a combined meeting of the Joint Legislative
Justice Oversight Committee and Joint Legislative Child Protection Committee; and

(2) shall report to the House and Senate Committees on Appropriations, the House and Senate
Committees on Judiciary, the House Committee on Human Services, and the Senate Committee on
Health and Welfare on or before January 15, 2019 as a pért of the Judiciary’s recommendations for the
fiscal year 2020 budget.



