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Greening Vermont 



 Village and Countryside 



Art Gibb 



Gov. Deane Davis’ “Gibb” Commission 
Plan, Criteria and Citizen Driven 



  
Planning Based 



  
Comprehensive Criteria 



Citizen Accessible 



1984 
If the Plan is Gone Certainty is Gone 

  
 



 Act 250 Takes the Hit 



“Environment Sucks” 



Open Season on Environmentalists 



 
Irene: an ounce of prevention…worth 

a pound of cure 
 



The Silent Sprawl 



2004 Changes to Act 250 

 



Growth Center Planning 



Give Act 250 a Plan 

 

• Plan Based:  How can we give more certainty 
to the applicant in the permitting process 
while offering better protection for our 
natural resources? 

 



Improve and Add Criteria 

• Comprehensive Criteria: How can we 
improve the efficacy of the existing 10 
criteria while addressing climate resilience 
and the drawdown of greenhouse gases? 

 



Return Act 250 to the People 

• Citizen Access: How can we best return to the 
citizen access envisioned by the authors of 
Act 250, while recognizing the new demands 
of a climate altered world? 

 



Carrots and Sticks 



•Make No Little Plans 



• Make no little plans; they have no magic to stir 
men’s blood and probably themselves will not 
be realized. Make big plans; aim high in hope 
and work, remembering that a noble, logical 
diagram once recorded will never die, but long 
after we are gone be a living thing, asserting 
itself with ever-growing insistency. Remember 
that our sons and grandsons are going to do 
things that would stagger us. Let your 
watchword be order and your beacon beauty.   

• Daniel Burnham 
 



Village and Countryside 


