Subchapter 4. Marijuana Program Review Commission

8 4546. PURPOSE; MEMBERS

(a) Creation. There is created a temporary Marijuana Program Review

Commission for the purpose of facilitating efficient and lawful implementation

of this act and examination of issues important to the future of marijuana

requlation in VVermont.

(b) Membership. The Commission shall be composed of the following

members:

(1) four members of the public appointed by the Governor, one of whom

shall have experience in public health;

(2) one member of the House of Representatives, appointed by the

Speaker of the House;

(3) one member of the Senate, appointed by the Committee on

Committees; and

(4) the Attorney General or designee.

(c) Leaqislative members shall serve only while in office.

(d) The Governor shall appoint one member for a one-year term, two

members for two-year terms, and one member for a three-year term who shall

serve as Chair. The Governor may reappoint members at his or her discretion.

8 4547. POWERS; DUTIES

(a) The Commission shall:
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(1) collect information about the implementation, operation, and effect

of this act from members of the public, State agencies, and private and public

sector businesses and organizations;

(2) communicate with other states that have legalized marijuana and

monitor those states regarding their implementation of requlation, policies, and

strategies that have been successful and problems that have arisen;

(3) consider the issue of personal cultivation of a small number of

marijuana plants and whether Vermont could permit home grow in a manner

that would not create diversion or enforcement issues that hinder efforts to

divert the marijuana economy from the illegal to the requlated market;

(4) examine the issue of marijuana concentrates and edible marijuana

products and whether Vermont safely can allow and requlate their manufacture

and sale and, if so, how:;

(5) keep updated on the latest information in VVermont and other

jurisdictions regarding the prevention and detection of impaired driving as it

relates to marijuana;

(6) study the opportunity for a cooperative agriculture business model

and licensure and community supported agriculture;

(7) examine whether Vermont should allow additional types of

marijuana establishment licenses, including a processor license and product

manufacturer license;
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(8) review the statutes and rules for the therapeutic marijuana program

and dispensaries and determine whether additional amendments are necessary

to maintain patient access to marijuana and viability of the dispensaries:

(9) monitor supply and demand of marijuana cultivated and sold

pursuant to this act for the purpose of assisting the Department and

policymakers with determining appropriate numbers of licenses and limitations

on the amount of marijuana cultivated and offered for retail sale in Vermont so

that the adult market is served without unnecessary surplus marijuana;

(10) monitor the extent to which marijuana is accessed through both the

legal and illegal market by persons under 21 vears of age;

(11) identify strategies for preventing youth from using marijuana;

(12) identify academic and scientific research, including longitudinal

research guestions, that when completed may assist policymakers in

developing marijuana policy in accordance with this act;

(13) consider whether to create a local revenue stream which may

include a local option excise tax on marijuana sales or municipally assessed

fees;

(14) recommend the appropriate maximum amount of marijuana sold by

a retailer in a single transaction and whether there should be differing amounts

for Vermonters and nonresidents; and

(15) report any recommendations to the General Assembly and the

Governor, as needed.
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(b)(1) On or before October 15, 2017, the Commission shall issue a report

to the General Assembly and the Governor regarding allowing personal

cultivation of marijuana as provided in subdivision (a)(3) of this section.

(2) On or before January 15, 2019, the Commission shall issue a final

report to the General Assembly and the Governor reqgarding its findings and

any recommendations for legislative or administrative action.

8 4548. ADMINISTRATION

(a) Assistance. The Commission shall have the administrative, technical,

and legal assistance of the Administration.

(b) Meetings.

(1) The Administration shall call the first meeting of the Commission to

occur on or before August 1, 2016.

(2) The Commission shall select a chair from among its members at the

first meeting.

(3) A majority of the membership shall constitute a guorum.

(4) The Commission shall cease meeting reqularly after the issuance of

its final report, but members shall be available to meet with Administration

officials and the General Assembly until July 1, 2019 at which time the

Commission shall cease to exist.

(c) Reimbursement.

(1) For attendance at meetings during adjournment of the General

Assembly, legislative members of the Commission shall be entitled to per diem
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compensation and reimbursement of expenses pursuant to 2 V.S.A. § 406 for

as many meetings as the Chair deems necessary.

(2) Other members of the Commission who are not employees of the

State of Vermont and who are not otherwise compensated or reimbursed for

their attendance shall be entitled to per diem compensation and reimbursement

of expenses pursuant to 32 V.S.A. § 1010.

Sec. 26. FISCAL YEAR 2017 APPROPRIATIONS FROM THE
MARIJUANA REGULATION AND RESOURCE FUND

In fiscal year 2017 the following amounts are appropriated from the

Marijuana Requlation and Resource Fund:

* k% %

(5) Agency of Administration: $150,000.00 for expenses and staffing of

the Marijuana Program Review Commission established in this act.

* k% %

Sec. 27. EXECUTIVE BRANCH POSITION AUTHORIZATIONS

Annually, through 2018, the Secretary of Administration shall report to the

Joint Fiscal Committee on receipts and expenditures through the prior fiscal

year on or before the Committee’s reqularly scheduled November meeting on

the following:

(5) In the Marijuana Program Review Commission—one (1) exempt

Commission Director.
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