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TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

The Committee on Government Operations to which was referred House Bill

No. 282 entitled “An act relating to professions and occupations regulated by

the Office of Professional Regulation” respectfully reports that it has

considered the same and recommends that the bill be amended as follows:
First: In Sec. 3, 3 V.S.A. 8 129 (powers of boards; discipline process), in

subdivision (f)(2), in the last sentence, following “of this title regarding”, by

striking out “proposal” and inserting in lieu thereof “proposals”

Second: In Sec. 7, 26 V.S.A. chapter 28, subchapter 1 (registered and
licensed practical nursing), by striking out in its entirety 26 V.S.A. § 1575a
(criminal background checks)

Third: In Sec. 28, in 26 V.S.A. 8 2804 (competency requirements of certain
licensed practitioners), by striking out in its entirety subsection (d) and
inserting in lieu thereof the following:

(d) This section does not apply to radiologists who are certified or eligible

for certification by the American Board of Radiology, nuclear cardiologists

who are certified or eligible for certification by the Certification Board of

Nuclear Cardioloqy, or interventional cardiologists and electrophysioloqgists

who are certified or eligible for certification by the American Board of Internal

Medicine.
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Fourth: By adding a new section to be Sec. 32a to read:
Sec. 32a. OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION REPORT; USE OF
THE TERM “SOCIAL WORKER”

(a) Representatives of the Office of Professional Requlation, the

Department for Children and Families, and other appropriate State agencies

shall meet and consult with the Vermont chapter of the National Association of

Social Workers to address the use of the term “social worker” within the

Department for Children and Families and other State agencies.

(b) On or before December 1, 2015, the Director of the Office of

Professional Requlation shall report to the House and Senate Committees on

Government Operations regarding the outcome of the meeting or meetings and

any recommendations for the permitted use of the term “social worker.”

Fifth: By striking out in its entirety Sec. 39 (amending 26 V.S.A.
chapter 87 (speech-language pathologists and audiologists)) and inserting in
lieu thereof a new Sec. 39 to read:

Sec. 39. 26 V.S.A. chapter 87 is amended to read:
CHAPTER 87. SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGISTS ANB
AUDICLOGISTS
8 4451. DEFINITIONS

As used in this chapter:

VT LEG #306682 v.2
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13 99

£5) “Director” means the Director of the Office of Professional
Regulation.

£6)(2) “Disciplinary action” means any action taken by the
administrative law officer appointed pursuant to 3 V.S.A. § 129(j) against a
licensee or applicant for licensure under this chapter, premised on a finding
that the person has engaged in unprofessional conduct. “Disciplinary action”
includes all sanctions of any kind, including obtaining injunctions, refusal to
give an examination, refusal to grant or renew a license, suspension or
revocation of a license, placement of limitations or restrictions upon a license,

issuance of warnings, ordering restitution, and other similar sanctions.
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(3) “Office” means the Office of Professional Requlation.

Page 5 of 15

{9)(4) “Fhepractice “Practice Of speech-language pathology” includes:

(A) screening, identifying, assessing and interpreting, diagnosing,

rehabilitating, treating, and preventing disorders of language and speech,

including disorders involving articulation, fluency, and voice;

* k% %

(E) providing aural rehabilitation, speech-language, and related

counseling services to individuals who are hard of hearing or experiencing

auditory processing problems and their families;

(F) enhancing speech-language proficiency and communication

effectiveness, including accent reduetion modification; and

VT LEG #306682 v.2
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* *x *

@1(5) “Secretary” means the Secretary of State.

@2(6) “Speech-language pathologist” means a person licensed to
practice speech-language pathology under this chapter.

&3)(7) “Speech-language pathology” means the application of
principles, methods, and procedures related to the development and disorders
of human communication, which include any and all conditions that impede

the normal process of human communication.

“ . . . . . . ’9

8 4452. PROHIBITIONS; PENALTIES

(a) Ne A person shall not:
(1) practice or attempt to practice audiology-er speech-language
pathology or hold oneself out as being permitted to do so in this state State

unless the person is licensed in accordance with this chapter;

VT LEG #306682 v.2
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(2) use in connection with the person’s name; an insignia or any letters
or words whieh that indicate the person is araudielegist-er a speech-language
pathologist unless the person is licensed in accordance with this chapter; or

(3) practice audiolegy-or speech-language pathology after the person’s
license under this chapter has been suspended or revoked.

(b) A person who violates a provision of this section or who obtains a

license by fraud or misrepresentation shall be subject to the pertinent penalties

provided in 3\.S.A-§127(c) 3 V.S.A. § 127.

8 4453. EXEMPTIONS

The provisions of section 4452 of this title chapter shall not apply to the
£H-A a person enrolled in a course of study leading to a degree or
certificate in audielogy-or speech-language pathology at a school accredited by

the American Speech-Language Hearing Association, provided:

A)1) the activities and services performed constitute part of a
supervised course of study;

B)(2) the person is designated by a title which clearly indicates the
person’s student or trainee status; and

{S)(3) the person is under the direct supervision of an-audiolegist-er a

speech-language pathologist licensed in this state State.

VT LEG #306682 v.2
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2 A hearing aid di coreni . ithint :
i tor cl  this title.
8 4454, CONSTRUCTION

@) This chapter shall not be construed to limit or restrict in any way the
right of a practitioner of another occupation whieh that is regulated by this
state State from performing services within the scope of his or her professional

practice.

8 4455. ADVISOR APPOINTEES

(a) The Secretary;-ir-consuttation-with-the-Seeretary-of Edueation; shall

appoint two individuals to serve as advisors in matters related to audielogy-and

speech-language pathology. ©ne-adviser Both advisors shall be a licensed
speech-language p3
whe-are-speech-languagepathologists-oraudiolegists pathologists, shall have

not less than three years’ experience as aueielogists-or speech-language

pathologists immediately preceding appointment, and shall be actively engaged

in the practice of audielegy-er speech-language pathology in Vermont during
incumbency. Fhe-advisors-shall-be-appointed-forstaggered-terms-ofthree

VT LEG #306682 v.2
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appeintments-may-be-for-less-thana-three-yearterm:

(b) The Seeretary Director shall seek the advice of the individuals
appointed under this section in mattersrelated-to-qualifications-oralleged
misconduct-not-within-thejurisdiction-ef-the Beard carrying out the provisions

of this chapter. The advisors shall be entitled to compensation and necessary

expenses as provided in 32 V.S.A. § 1010 for meetings called by the Director.

6} The S i i f ot liologi |
hol holoaists li L under thiscf .
8 4456. SECRETFARY-OFEBUCAHON; DIRECTOR DUTIES

(a) The Secretary-of-Edueation Director shall administer the application

and renewal process for all licensees under this chapter, and shall:
—_—

(5) receive applications for licensure, grant licensure under this chapter,
renew licenses, and deny, revoke, suspend, reinstate, or condition licenses as
directed by the an administrative law officer;

(6) referall Lo ! discipli thin
ricdicti : Lot F ;

A with the advice of the advisor appointees, adopt rules necessary to

implement the provisions of this chapter;

VT LEG #306682 v.2
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8)(7) prepare and maintain a registry of licensed speech-language
pathologists and-audielegists; and

£9)(8) issue to each person licensed a certificate of licensure which that
shall be prima facie evidence of the right of the person to whom it is issued to
practice as a licensed audiolegist-er speech-language pathologist, subject to the

conditions and limitations of this chapter.

8 4457. LICENSURE; APPLICATIONS; ELIGIBILITY

Apphicants An applicant for Heenses licensure under this chapter shall

submit an application to the department Office on a form furnished by the
department Office, along with payment of the specified fee and evidence of the
eligibility qualifications established by the beard-wihich Director that shall
include, at a minimum:

(1) A amaster’s degree or equivalent in audielegy-er speech-language
pathology from an educational institution approved by the department Director
with course work completed in areas specified by rule-;

(2) Sompletion completion of a supervised clinical practicum, the length

and content of which shall be established by rule-;

VT LEG #306682 v.2
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(3) Sempletion completion of a period, as determined by rule, of

postgraduate professional training as approved by the department:

Director; and

(4) Passing passing an examination in audielegy-er speech-language
pathology approved by the department-which-in-the-case-of the-audiology

8 4458. RENEWALS; CONTINUING EDUCATION

) A license shall be renewed at-an-interval-determined-by-the-beard-which

a schedule set by the Director upon payment of the renewal fee, provided the

person applying for renewal completes professional development activities in

accord with the processes approved by the department-er-the-board;-during-the

interval Director. The beard Director shall establish, by rule, guidelines and

criteria for the renewal or reinstatement of licenses issued under this chapter.

VT LEG #306682 v.2
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8 4459. FEES

@) Each applicant and licensee shall be-subjeet-te pay the feHowing fees:
1) Initial i  anslicati .
2 initial li .

sepvices set forth in 3 V.S.A. § 125.

8 4464. UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
(@) A licensee or applicant shall not engage in unprofessional conduct.
(b) Unprofessional conduct means the following conduct and the conduct
set forth in 3 V.S.A. § 129a:

(1) Willfully making or filing false reports or records in the practice of

iology-di ing-hearing-aids-or speech-language pathology, willfully

VT LEG #306682 v.2
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impeding or obstructing the proper making or filing of reports or records, or
willfully failing to file the proper report or record,
* % *
(4) Advertising or making a representation whieh that is intended or has
a tendency to deceive the public, including:

(A) advertising a particular type of service; or equipment-er-hearing
atd when the particular service; or equipment;-e+-hearing-atd is not available;

(B) stati inolving that t ¢ o hoaring aid will L

ion of a_hearing impai ;

{S) advertising or making any statement related to the practice of
speech-language pathology eraudielegy-whieh that is intended to or tends to
deceive or mislead the public;

B)(C) using or promoting or causing the use of any misleading,
deceiving, improbable, or untruthful advertising matter, promotional literature,

testimonial guarantee;-warrantylabel-brandnsignia, or any other

representation;

(6) Willfully failing to honor any representation, promise, or agreement;

erwarranty to a client or consumer;

(7) Professional negligence or malpractice;

VT LEG #306682 v.2
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(8) Any of the following, except when reasonably undertaken in an
emergency situation in order to protect life or health:

(A) practicing or offering to practice beyond the scope permitted
by law;

(B) accepting and performing professional or occupational
responsibilities whieh that the licensee knows or has reason to know the
licensee is not competent to perform; or

(C) performing professional or occupational services whieh that have
not been authorized by the consumer or his or her legal representative;

* * *
(12) Conviction of a crime related to the practice of audielogy-or

speech-language pathology or conviction of a felony, whether or not related to

the practice of the profession;

consumer’s-best-health-nterest: [Repealed.]
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(15) Engaging in fraud in connection with any state State or

federally-assisted federally assisted medical assistance programs; or

(16) Violating any part of the Code of Ethics of the American

Speech-Language-Hearing Association.

(Committee vote: )

Representative

FOR THE COMMITTEE
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