
  

S. 241 and Vermont’s transition 
from a “culture of prohibition” 
to a “culture of responsible 
adult use.”  
 
Matt Simon, Marijuana Policy Project 
 



� Divisiveness has been an essential 
characteristic of the “culture of prohibition.” 

�  The John Ehrlichman quote on the following 
slide is from a 1994 interview. It was 
featured in a recent cover story published in 
Harper’s by journalist Dan Baum. 

http://jezebel.com/nixons-policy-advisor-
admits-he-invented-war-on-drugs-
t-1766359595  

Why has this issue historically been 
so divisive? 





�  “Each of us has an obligation to be 
intolerant of drug use, anytime, by 
anybody.  We must create an atmosphere 
of intolerance for drug use in this 
country.” —Nancy Reagan, 1986 

 
� Marijuana is “probably the most 

dangerous drug in the United States.”  
   —Ronald Reagan, 1980 



Quote from letter from AMA to 
Congress dated July 10, 1937: 

�  “Since the medicinal use of cannabis 
has not caused and is not causing 
addiction, the prevention of the use of 
the drug for medicinal purposes can 
accomplish no good end whatsoever. 
How far it may serve to deprive the 
public of the benefits of a drug that on 
further research may prove to be of 
substantial value, it is impossible to 
foresee.” 



Why have opinions changed?  
� Benefits of marijuana for certain medical 

conditions have become widely accepted. 
� Harms have been exaggerated. 
� As Dr. Sanjay Gupta wrote, “We have 

been terribly and systematically misled for 
nearly 70 years in the United States, and I 
apologize for my own role in that.” 

  (CNN.com, “Why I changed my mind on weed,” 
published Aug. 8, 2013) 



Even today, federal policy 
undermines research and reasoned 
discussion about marijuana policy 

�  The Office of National Drug Control Policy 
(ONDCP) Reauthorization Act of 1998 requires 
it to “ensure that no Federal funds… shall be 
expended for any study or contract relating to 
the legalization of a substance (for a medical use 
or any other use) listed in schedule I [of the 
Controlled Substances Act] and take such 
actions as necessary to oppose any attempt 
to legalize the use of” any Schedule I substance 
(emphasis added). 



Details from the Rand Corp’s 
report for the Vermont Legislature* 

�  Between 60,000 and 100,000 Vermonters use 
marijuana regularly. 

 
�  They likely consume between 33,000 and 

55,000 pounds per year and spend between 
$125 million and $225 million buying 
marijuana from the illicit market. 

 *Rand Corporation. “Considering Marijuana 
Legalization: Insights for Vermont and Other 
Jurisdictions,” presented January 21, 2015, to the 
Vermont Legislature. 

 



For more information on 
marijuana policy reform, please 
visit 
 
mpp.org 
 
or contact me at 
msimon@mpp.org 
 
 


