
Ignition Interlock vs. License Suspension
After DUI

Ignition interlock 
installed at a service 
center at a one-time 

estimated cost of 
$70-$150. 

License suspension 
with or without 

time/route restricted 
privileges (no ignition 

interlock.

Person blows into an 
interlock device before 

starting vehicle.

Car will not start. Person 
is given second chance to 

blow into the device.

IF ALCOHOL IS DETECTED

If interlock 
detects no 
alcohol, car 

starts.

If person blows 
positive too 
many times, 
car will enter 

lockout mode.

Rolling Retest
Typically within 7-15 
minutes, person is 
prompted to blow 

again into the device. 
Rolling retest is less 

frequent longer car is 
in use.

 Person is given another 
opportunity to take test, 

typically within 5 minutes. 
Car will not shut o�.

IF ALCOHOL IS DETECTED
ON ROLLING RETEST

If no alcohol 
detected on 
rolling retest, 
car remains in 

normal 
operation.

If person 
misses rolling 

retest too 
many times, 
car will be in 
lockout. Car 
will not shut 
o� but horn 

may beep and 
lights flash.

Person gets to 
destination safe and 

sober.

• Interlock Service Center: Person must get interlock serviced every 30 days.
• Lockout Mode: If person blows positive for alcohol too many times or misses a rolling test, device may need to be taken to get serviced sooner than 30 days.
• Extra time on interlock possible. The interlock service center may report any violations, too many positive blows or missed rolling retests to a monitoring agency which may 
   result in extra time on interlock if the state has a Compliance Based Removal aspect to the interlock law. Many states require o�enders to show proof of installation and/or 
   compliance with the interlock order to the court/driver’s license agency in order to have device removed. 

If interlock 
detects no 
alcohol, car 

starts.

If no alcohol 
detected on 
rolling retest.

Person applies to 
court or driver’s 

license agency for 
unrestricted driving 

privileges after license 
suspension or 

revocation period.

People who use an interlock are less likely to reo�end. Compared to license suspension alone, interlocks reduce 
repeat o�enses by 67% while the device is installed and 39% after the device is removed. Compliance Based 
Removal could help decrease repeat o�enses even more. 

MADD supports ignition interlocks for ALL apprehended drunk drivers. Interlocks accomplish what license 
suspension and other monitoring technologies do not — separate drinking from driving. 

There is nothing 
stopping a drunk 

driver from driving 
on suspended or 
restricted license, 
unless an interlock 

is installed.

50% - 75% of 
convicted drunk 

drivers continue to 
drive on suspended 
license, which is one 
reason one-third of 

first o�enders repeat 
the o�ense.

Drunk drivers caught driving 
on suspended license:
California: 43,000 in 2009
Florida: 17,000 in 2012
Wisconsin: 2,000 in 2014


