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 Part I, Article 23 of the New Hampshire Constitution provides: 

“Retrospective laws are highly injurious, oppressive, and unjust.  No 

such laws, therefore, should be made, either for the decision of civil 

causes, or the punishment of offenses.”  This proscription is read to be 

coextensive with the federal Contract Clause with respect to the 

impairment of contracts.  Tuttle v. New Hampshire Med. Malpractice 

Joint Underwriting Ass’n, 992 A.2d 624, 640-641 (N.H. 2010).     
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