
From: Madeleine Mongan [mmongan@vtmd.org] 

Sent: Monday, February 23, 2015 3:33 PM 

To: Theresa Utton 

CC: Paul Harrington; Stephanie Winters 

Subject: VMS testimony and related handouts  

Attachments: VMS comments to HAC re Medicaid Reimbursement.pdf; VMS Comments to 

HAC re Loan Repayment FY 2016.pdf; NEJM - full article - Appointment Availability after 

Increases in Medicaid Payments for Primary Care.pdf 

Appointment Availability after Increases in Medicaid Payments for Primary Care, New England Journal of 
Medicine, February 5, 2015  
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsa1413299 (abstract)  
 
Access to Care and Medicaid Rates 1996 to 2014 – Department of Health testimony to House Ways and 
Means Committee 
http://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Documents/2016/WorkGroups/House%20Ways%20and%20Mean
s/Health%20Care%20Reform%20and%20Finance/Cost%20Shift/W~John%20Olson~Access%20to%20Car
e%20and%20Medicaid%20Rates%20Health%20Care%20Professional%20Data%201996%20-%202014~2-
4-2015.pdf 
 
Department of Health Budget Narrative – Loan Repayment Elimination  
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/jfo/appropriations/fy_2016/Department%20Budgets/FY2016%20Budget%20
-%20Health%20-%20Narrative.pdf at pages 85 and 86.  
 
State Loan Repayment Programs – Research Letter, JAMA, November 13, 2013  
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=1769877  
 
Madeleine Mongan, Deputy EVP 

Vermont Medical Society 

P.O. Box 1457 

Montpelier, VT 05601 

802-223-7898 

mmongan@vtmd.org 

 

  

The Vermont Medical Society is the leading voice of physicians in the state and is dedicated to advancing the 

practice of medicine by advocating on behalf of Vermont’s doctors and the patients and communities they care 

for.  To learn more, visit www.VTMD.org.   

 

http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsa1413299
http://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Documents/2016/WorkGroups/House%20Ways%20and%20Means/Health%20Care%20Reform%20and%20Finance/Cost%20Shift/W~John%20Olson~Access%20to%20Care%20and%20Medicaid%20Rates%20Health%20Care%20Professional%20Data%201996%20-%202014~2-4-2015.pdf
http://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Documents/2016/WorkGroups/House%20Ways%20and%20Means/Health%20Care%20Reform%20and%20Finance/Cost%20Shift/W~John%20Olson~Access%20to%20Care%20and%20Medicaid%20Rates%20Health%20Care%20Professional%20Data%201996%20-%202014~2-4-2015.pdf
http://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Documents/2016/WorkGroups/House%20Ways%20and%20Means/Health%20Care%20Reform%20and%20Finance/Cost%20Shift/W~John%20Olson~Access%20to%20Care%20and%20Medicaid%20Rates%20Health%20Care%20Professional%20Data%201996%20-%202014~2-4-2015.pdf
http://legislature.vermont.gov/assets/Documents/2016/WorkGroups/House%20Ways%20and%20Means/Health%20Care%20Reform%20and%20Finance/Cost%20Shift/W~John%20Olson~Access%20to%20Care%20and%20Medicaid%20Rates%20Health%20Care%20Professional%20Data%201996%20-%202014~2-4-2015.pdf
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/jfo/appropriations/fy_2016/Department%20Budgets/FY2016%20Budget%20-%20Health%20-%20Narrative.pdf
http://www.leg.state.vt.us/jfo/appropriations/fy_2016/Department%20Budgets/FY2016%20Budget%20-%20Health%20-%20Narrative.pdf
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=1769877
mailto:mmongan@vtmd.org
http://www.vtmd.org/




























, 2015
Harry Chen, MD, Commissioner of Health

Vermont Department of Health
FY2016 budget



85

Significant Program Funding Changes

Substance Abuse Treatment Utilization fully funded - $4.8 million GC up
(State share $2.1 million)

The proposed budget funds all estimated Medicaid costs for substance abuse treatment.
Residential demand is forecast to be stable; outpatient and hub demand is forecast to grow
significantly.

Coordinated Healthy Activity, Motivation & Prevention Programs (CHAMPPS) community
grants eliminated $300,000 GC (State share $135,000)

The objective of these grants is to achieve long term, sustainable changes in communities
that will increase physical activity, improve nutrition and reduce the incidence of chronic
disease. The current grantees are in the first year of a two year funding cycle, so
program elimination could leave some projects uncompleted.

Educational Loan Repayment (ELR) with AHEC eliminated - $700,000 GC
(State Share $315,000)

The ELR program is administered by the University of Vermont College of Medicine Area
Health Education Centers (AHEC) Program. The goal of this program is to ensure a stable
and adequate supply of primary care practitioners, dentists, nurses and nurse educators to
meet the health care needs of Vermonters. This funding provides between 35 50 grants
to health professionals annually.

Vermont Department of Health
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Significant Program Funding Changes

The impact of this cut will be substantially offset in FY16 by a separate federal grant that
provides similar loan repayment grants. The new federal grant is funded in FY16 at
$500,000 (50% Fed/50%GF).

Personal Service Cuts $380,000 (State share $305,000)

This is equal to about a 1% cut in employee personnel costs. The cuts will be accomplished
through a combination of vacancy savings and/or staff reassignments. A cut of this magnitude
would not require reductions in force, but may result in position reductions through attrition in
the absence of alternative funding.

Fee Increases Food & Lodging and X-ray inspection $610,000 GF

These two regulatory programs in the environmental health division have statutory license fees
intended to offset the cost of regulation. Fee revenue is currently insufficient to cover program
costs, with the shortfall requiring general fund support. The 2015 fee bill includes proposals
to increase fees for these programs to fully cover the cost of regulation and eliminate the GF
subsidy in the FY16 budget.
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