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THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2015 

The Senate was called to order by the President. 

Devotional Exercises 

A moment of silence was observed in lieu of devotions. 

Bill Referred 

House bill of the following title was read the first time and referred: 

H. 434. 

An act relating to law enforcement and fire service training safety. 

To the Committee on Rules. 

Adjournment 

On motion of Senator Campbell, the Senate adjourned until one o’clock and 

thirty minutes in the afternoon. 

Afternoon 

The Senate was called to order by the President. 

Consideration Resumed; House Proposal of Amendment Concurred in 

with Proposal of Amendment 

S. 73. 

Consideration was resumed on Senate bill entitled: 

An act relating to State regulation of rent-to-own agreements for 

merchandise. 

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House 

proposal of amendment with proposal of amendment as proposed by Senator 

Balint?, Senator Balint requested and was granted leave to withdraw the 

proposal of amendment. 

Thereupon, Senator Balint moved that the Senate concur in the House 

proposal of amendment with a proposal of amendment as follows: 

First:  In Sec. 1, in 9 V.S.A. § 41b(c)(2), by striking out “(A)” and by 

striking out subparagraph (B) in its entirety. 
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Second:  In Sec. 1, in 9 V.S.A. § 41b(e), by striking out subdivisions (1)–(2) 

in their entirety and inserting in lieu thereof subdivisions (1)–(3) to read as 

follows: 

(1)  whether the item is new or used;  

(2)  when the merchant acquired the item; and 

(3)  the number of times a consumer has taken possession of the item 

under a rent-to-own agreement. 

Third:  In Sec. 3, in 9 V.S.A. § 6002(b), by striking out subdivision (6) in its 

entirety (three representatives focused on collegiate financial literacy issues) 

and inserting in lieu thereof a new subdivision (6) to read as follows: 

(6)  two representatives focused on collegiate financial literacy issues: 

(A)  the President of the Vermont Student Assistance Corporation or 

designee; and 

(B)  one representative appointed by the Governor from the Vermont 

State Colleges, the University of Vermont, or an independent college in 

Vermont;  

Fourth:  In Sec. 3, in 9 V.S.A. § 6002(b), by striking out subdivision (7) in 

its entirety (two representatives from non-profit entities) and inserting in lieu 

thereof a new subdivision (7) to read as follows: 

(7)  a representative from a nonprofit entity that provides financial 

literacy and related services to persons with low income; 

Fifth:  By inserting a new section to be numbered Sec. 5A to read as 

follows: 

Sec. 5A.  REPEAL 

Sec. 5 of this act (consumer litigation funding) shall be repealed on July 1, 

2016.  

Sixth:  By striking out Sec. 6 in its entirety (internet dating services) and 

inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

Sec. 6.  [Reserved.] 

Seventh:  In Sec. 10 (effective dates), in subsection (a),  by striking out 

“Secs. 2–5” and inserting in lieu thereof Secs. 2–5A and by striking out 

subsection (c) in its entirety (effective dates for internet dating services) 

Which was agreed to. 
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Rules Suspended; Third Reading Ordered; Rules Suspended; Bill Passed 

in Concurrence 

H. 508. 

Appearing on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Campbell, the 

rules were suspended and House bill entitled: 

An act relating to approval of amendments to the charter of the Town of 

Middlebury. 

Was taken up for immediate consideration. 

Senator Collamore, for the Committee on Government Operations, to which 

the bill was referred, reported that the bill ought to pass in concurrence. 

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to 

Rule 43, and third reading of the bill was ordered. 

Thereupon, on motion of Senator Baruth, the rules were suspended and the 

bill was placed on all remaining stages of its passage in concurrence forthwith. 

Thereupon, the bill was read the third time and passed in concurrence. 

Rules Suspended; Immediate Consideration; Proposals of Amendment; 

Third Reading Ordered 

H. 5. 

Appearing on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Campbell, the 

rules were suspended and House bill entitled: 

An act relating to hunting, fishing, and trapping. 

Was taken up for immediate consideration. 

Senator Rodgers, for the Committee on Natural Resources & Energy, to 

which the bill was referred, reported recommending that the Senate propose to 

the House to amend the bill as follows: 

First:  By striking out Sec. 5 in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the a 

new Sec. 5 to read as follows: 

Sec. 5.  10 V.S.A. § 4255(c) is amended to read: 

(c)  A permanent or free license may be secured on application to the 

Department by a person qualifying as follows: 

* * * 
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(6)  In each year a permanent license holder intends to hunt, trap, or fish, 

the permanent license holder shall notify the Department that he or she will 

exercise his or her hunting, trapping, or fishing privileges.  Failure to notify the 

Department as required by this subdivision (c)(6) shall not result in the 

assessment of points under section 4502 of this title. 

Second:  By adding a new section to be numbered Sec. 14a and 

accompanying reader assistance to read as follows: 

* * * Forest Fragmentation Report * * * 

Sec. 14a.  RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF 

VERMONT FOREST FRAGMENTATION REPORT 

On or before January 15, 2016, the Commissioner of Forests, Parks and 

Recreation shall report to the House and Senate Committees on Natural 

Resources and Energy and the House Committee on Fish, Wildlife and Water 

Resources with recommendations for implementing the policy options to 

promote forest integrity contained within the Department of Forests, Parks and 

Recreation’s 2015 Vermont Forest Fragmentation Report.  The report shall 

include proposed legislative changes to implement the recommendations of the 

Commissioner of Forests, Parks and Recreation.  Prior to submitting the report 

required by this section, the Commissioner of Forests, Parks and Recreation 

shall consult with interested stakeholders. 

And that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with such proposals of 

amendment. 

Senator Lyons, for the Committee on Finance, to which the bill was 

referred, reported recommending that the bill ought to pass in concurrence with 

proposal of amendment as recommended by the Committee on Natural 

Resources & Energy. 

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to 

Rule 43, and the proposal of amended of the Committee on Natural Resources 

and Energy was agreed to. 

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the bill be read a third time?, 

Senator Bray moved to amend the Senate proposal of amendment by adding a 

Sec. 5a to read as follows: 

Sec. 5a.  10 V.S.A. § 4279 is amended to read: 

§ 4279.  LIFETIME LICENSES 

(a)  A resident or nonresident lifetime fishing, hunting, or combination 

fishing and hunting license may be obtained upon application to the 

Department. 
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* * * 

(g)  In each year a lifetime license holder intends to hunt, trap, or fish, the 

lifetime license holder shall notify the Department that he or she will exercise 

his or her hunting, trapping, or fishing privileges.  Failure to notify the 

Department as required by this subsection shall not result in the assessment of 

points under section 4502 of this title.  

Which was agreed to. 

Thereupon, third reading of the bill was ordered. 

Rules Suspended; House Proposal of Amendment Concurred In 

S. 29. 

Appearing on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Campbell, the 

rules were suspended and House proposal of amendment to Senate bill entitled: 

An act relating to election day registration. 

Was taken up for immediate consideration. 

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after 

the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

Sec. 1.  17 V.S.A. § 2142 is amended to read: 

§ 2142.  REVISION OF CHECKLIST 

(a)  The town clerk shall call such meetings of the board of civil authority as 

may be necessary before an election or at other times for revision of the 

checklist.  At least one meeting shall take place after the deadline for filing 

applications and before the day of an election, unless no applications have been 

filed which could take effect before that election. 

(b)  Notice of a meeting, along with a copy of the most recent checklist and 

a separate list of names which have been challenged and may be removed, 

shall be posted in two or more public places within each voting district and in 

the town clerk’s office. 

(c)  A quorum of the board of civil authority shall be as provided in 

subdivision 2103(5) of this title, and written notice shall be provided to each 

member as established in 24 V.S.A. § 801.  

Sec. 2.  17 V.S.A. § 2144 is amended to read: 

§ 2144.  DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING APPLICATIONS 

(a)  The town clerk shall not accept applications for persons’ names to be 

placed on the checklist after 5:00 p.m. on the Wednesday preceding the day of 

the election.  The town clerk’s office shall be kept open on the Wednesday 
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preceding the day of the election from no later than 3:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m., 

for the purpose of receiving applications for addition to the checklist.  For 

purposes of this subsection, a mail application or an application submitted to 

the department of motor vehicles in connection with a motor vehicle driver’s 

license or an application accepted by a voter registration agency shall be 

considered to have met the filing deadline established by this subsection if the 

application is postmarked, submitted, or accepted by 5:00 p.m. of the 

Wednesday preceding the day of the election On any day other than the day of 

an election, the town clerk shall accept a person’s application for his or her 

name to be placed on the checklist at the town clerk’s office during all normal 

business hours. 

(b)  If a person is not eligible to register prior to the voter registration 

deadline, but expects to be eligible on or before election day, he or she may file 

with the town clerk a written notice of intention to apply for addition of his or 

her name to the checklist.  The notice shall be filed prior to the voter 

registration deadline, and the town clerk shall then accept the person’s 

application at any time before the close of the polls on election day, and act 

upon the application forthwith On the day of an election:  

(1)  A person may submit an application for addition to the checklist to 

the presiding officer at the polling place of the town in which the person seeks 

to register during the hours of voting established by the board of civil authority 

for that polling place.  In towns with more than one polling place, the polling 

place shall be that which covers the area in which the person resides. 

(2)  The presiding officer or his or her designated election official shall 

review all applications submitted at the polling place and shall approve those 

applications that meet the requirements of section 2121 of this chapter.  Upon 

approval, the applicant’s name shall be added to the checklist at the polling 

place, and the applicant shall be provided with the opportunity to vote in the 

election.  The town clerk shall add the information in the application to the 

statewide voter checklist within five business days of the day of the election. 

(3)  If the presiding officer or the designated election official cannot 

determine from an application submitted on election day that an applicant 

meets the requirements of section 2121 of this chapter, the presiding officer 

shall immediately refer the application to any members of the board of civil 

authority, or its equivalent entity under any applicable charter, present at the 

polling place, who shall meet immediately and proceed under section 2146 of 

this chapter to determine whether the applicant meets the requirements of 

section 2121 of this chapter.  For purposes of adding applicant’s names to the 

checklist under this subdivision (3), a quorum of the board or its equivalent 
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entity shall be as provided in section 2451 of this title.  If the board rejects an 

applicant, it shall notify him or her at the polling place. 

(c)  If a person is not eligible to register prior to the voter registration 

deadline, and has submitted a written notice of intent to apply in accord with 

subsection (b) of this section, the clerk shall, upon application, allow the 

applicant to vote absentee.  If the application is approved and the name added 

to the checklist prior to the close of the polls on election day, the early or 

absentee ballots cast by that voter shall be treated as other valid early or 

absentee ballots.  [Repealed.] 

(d)  In the case of annual meetings and towns that start their annual 

meetings on any day preceding the first Tuesday in March as authorized in 

subsection 2640(b) of this title, the “day of election” shall be the first Tuesday 

in March. [Repealed.] 

Sec. 3.  17 V.S.A. § 2144a is amended to read: 

§ 2144a.  REGISTRATION 

A person who desires to register to vote may apply in any of the following 

ways: 

(1)  Simultaneously with his or her application for, or renewal of, a 

motor vehicle driver’s license as provided in section 2145a of this title chapter. 

(2)  By completing a voter registration application at a voter registration 

agency. 

(3)  By delivering, during regular hours, or mailing a completed 

application form to the office of the clerk of the town in which the applicant 

claims to be a resident.  

(4)  By completing a voter registration application and delivering it to the 

presiding officer before the close of the polls at the polling place of the town in 

which the person seeks to register.  In towns with more than one polling place, 

the polling place shall be that which covers the area in which the person 

resides. 

Sec. 4.  17 V.S.A. § 2145 is amended to read: 

§ 2145.  APPLICATION FORMS 

(a)  The voter registration application shall be in the form approved by the 

Federal Election Commission or by the Secretary of State.  The application 

form approved by the Secretary shall include: 

* * * 
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(5)  The following statement on applications provided by the Department 

of Motor Vehicles: “Keep this receipt and take it to the polls when you go to 

vote.  This is proof you submitted an application before the deadline for 

registration.” 

* * * 

Sec. 5.  17 V.S.A. § 2145a is amended to read: 

§ 2145a.  REGISTRATIONS AT THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR 

VEHICLES 

(a)  An application for, or renewal of, a motor vehicle driver’s license shall 

serve as a simultaneous application to register to vote unless the applicant 

declines to sign the voter registration portion of the application. 

(b)  The voter registration portion of the motor vehicle driver’s license 

application shall provide and request the information required to be provided 

under section 2145 of this title chapter and shall be in the form approved by the 

Secretary of State. 

(c)  An application for voter registration under this section shall update any 

previous voter registration by the applicant.  Any change of address form 

submitted to the Department of Motor Vehicles in connection with an 

application for a motor vehicle driver’s license shall serve to update voter 

registration information previously provided by the voter, unless the voter 

states on the form that the change of address is not for voter registration 

purposes. 

(d)  The Department of Motor Vehicles shall transmit voter registration 

applications received under this section to the Secretary of State not later than 

five days after the date the application was accepted by the Department, or 

before the close of the checklist for a date of any primary or general election, 

whichever is sooner. 

(e)  The Secretary shall promptly transmit applications received under this 

section to the clerks of the appropriate municipalities.  

Sec. 6.  17 V.S.A. § 2145b is amended to read: 

§ 2145b.  VOTER REGISTRATION AGENCIES 

(a)  Each voter registration agency shall: 

(1)  Distribute distribute voter registration application forms approved 

under section 2145 of this title.; 

(2)  Assist assist applicants in completing voter registration application 

forms, unless the applicant refuses such assistance.; and 
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(3)  Accept accept completed voter registration applications and transmit 

completed applications to the Secretary of State not later than 10 days after the 

date of acceptance, or before the close of the checklist for a date of any 

primary or general election, whichever is sooner. 

(b)  The Secretary shall promptly transmit applications received under this 

section to the clerks of the appropriate municipalities. 

* * * 

Sec. 7.  17 V.S.A. § 2145c is amended to read: 

§ 2145c.  SUBMISSION OF VOTER REGISTRATION FORMS BY OTHER 

PERSONS OR ORGANIZATIONS 

Any person or any organization other than a voter registration agency that 

accepts a completed voter registration form on behalf of an applicant shall 

submit that form to the town clerk of the town of that applicant not later than 

seven days after the date of acceptance, or before the close of the checklist for 

a date of any primary or general election, whichever is sooner.  

Sec. 8.  17 V.S.A. § 2147 is amended to read: 

§ 2147.  ALTERATION OF CHECKLIST 

(a)  Pursuant to section 2150 of this title, the board of civil authority or, 

upon request of the board, the town clerk shall add to the checklist posted in 

the town clerk’s office the names of the voters added and the names omitted by 

mistake and shall strike the names of persons not entitled to vote.  The list so 

corrected shall not be altered except by: 

* * * 

(3)  adding the names of persons who present a copy of a valid 

application for addition to the checklist of that town that was submitted before 

the deadline for applications or a copy thereof, and who otherwise are qualified 

to be added to the checklist; 

(4)  adding, at the polling place, the names of persons who sign a sworn 

affidavit prepared by the Secretary of State that they completed and submitted 

a valid application for addition to the checklist of that town before the deadline 

for applications and who otherwise are qualified to be added to the checklist; 

[Repealed.] 

* * * 

(6)  adding the names of persons who previously submitted an 

incomplete application before the deadline for application and who provide 

that information on or before election day. 
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(b)  Any correction or transfer may be accomplished at any time until the 

closing of the polls on election day.  Each voter has primary responsibility to 

ascertain that his or her name is properly added to and retained on the 

checklist. 

Sec. 9.  17 V.S.A. § 2150 is amended to read: 

§ 2150.  REMOVING NAMES FROM CHECKLIST 

* * * 

(d)  Except as provided in subsection (a) of this section, a board of civil 

authority shall only remove a name from the checklist in accordance with the 

following procedure: 

* * * 

(3)  If after conducting its inquiry the board of civil authority or town 

clerk is unable to locate a voter whose name is on the checklist, or if the 

inquiry reveals facts indicating that the voter may no longer be eligible to vote 

in the municipality, the board of civil authority or, upon request of the board, 

the town clerk shall send a written notice to the voter.  The notice shall be sent 

by first class mail to the most recent known address of the voter asking the 

voter to verify his or her current eligibility to vote in the municipality.  The 

notice shall be sent with the required U.S. Postal Service language for 

requesting change of address information.  Enclosed with the notice shall be a 

postage paid pre-addressed return form on which the voter may reply swearing 

or affirming the voter’s current place of residence as the municipality in 

question or alternatively consenting to the removal of the voter’s name.  The 

notice required by this subsection shall also include the following: 

(A)  A statement informing the voter that if the voter has not changed 

his or her residence, or if the voter has changed his or her residence but the 

change was within the area covered by the checklist, the voter should return 

the form to the town clerk’s office on or before the date upon which the 

checklist is closed under section 2144 of this title.  The statement shall also 

inform the voter that if he or she fails to return the form as provided in this 

subdivision, written affirmation of the voter’s address shall be required before 

the voter is permitted to vote. 

* * * 

(5)  In the case of voters who failed to respond to the notice sent 

pursuant to subdivision (3) of this subsection, the board of civil authority shall 

remove the voter’s name from the checklist on the day after the second general 

election following the date of such notice, if the voter has not voted or 
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appeared to vote in an election since the notice was sent or has not otherwise 

demonstrated his or her eligibility to remain on the checklist. 

* * * 

Sec. 10.  17 V.S.A. § 2532 is amended to read: 

§ 2532.  APPLICATIONS; FORM 

* * * 

(c)  If the request is received by the town clerk prior to the voter registration 

deadline for requesting early voter absentee ballots set forth in subsection 

2144(a) section 2531 of this title chapter, the town clerk shall mail a blank 

application for addition to the checklist, together with a full set of early voter 

absentee ballots, to the person who has applied for early voter absentee ballots.  

All such applications for addition to the checklist which are returned to the 

town clerk before the close of the polls on election day shall be considered and 

acted upon by the board of civil authority before the ballots are counted.  If the 

application is approved and the name added to the checklist, the early voter 

absentee ballots cast by that voter shall be treated as other valid early voter 

absentee ballots. 

* * * 

Sec. 11.  17 V.S.A. § 2555 is amended to read: 

§ 2555.  PROVISIONAL BALLOT ENVELOPES 

The clerk shall deliver to each polling place on the date of the election a 

sufficient number of provisional ballot envelopes printed with a voter 

attestation.  The attestation shall include: 

* * * 

(2)  An attestation by the provisional voter that he or she submitted a 

properly completed voter application form before the application deadline.  

The attestation shall be signed by the provisional voter under penalty of 

perjury. 

* * * 

Sec. 12.  17 V.S.A. § 2556 is amended to read: 

§ 2556.  PROVISIONAL VOTING 

(a)  If an individual’s name does not appear on the checklist and the 

individual claims to have submitted an application for the checklist prior to 

noon on the second Monday before the election and refuses to complete a new 

application in accordance with subdivision 2563(2) of this chapter, or if the 

individual’s registration application has been rejected and the individual 
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disputes that rejection, the election official shall allow the individual to vote 

provisionally. 

(b)  The provisional voter shall be given a ballot and an envelope with an 

attestation printed upon it, as described in section 2555 of this title, and shall 

complete the attestation on the envelope.  Upon completion, the provisional 

voter shall seal the envelope and deposit it in a ballot box marked for the 

receipt of provisional ballots. 

(c)  A provisional voter who makes a false statement in completing the 

attestation, knowing the statement to be false, shall be subject to the penalties 

of perjury as provided in 13 V.S.A. chapter 65.  

Sec. 13.  17 V.S.A. § 2563 is amended to read: 

§ 2563.  ADMITTING VOTER 

Before a person may be admitted to vote, he or she shall announce his or 

her name and if requested, his or her place of residence in a clear and audible 

tone of voice, or present his or her name in writing, or otherwise identify 

himself or herself by appropriate documentation.  The election officials 

attending the entrance of the polling place shall then verify that the person’s 

name appears on the checklist for the polling place.   

(1)  If the name does appear, and if no one immediately challenges the 

person’s right to vote on grounds of identity or having previously voted in the 

same election, the election officials shall repeat the name of the person and: 

(1)(A)(i)  If the checklist indicates that the person is a first-time voter in 

the municipality who registered by mail and who has not provided required 

identification before the opening of the polls, require the person to present any 

one of the following:  a valid photo identification; a copy of a current utility 

bill; a copy of a current bank statement; or a copy of a government check, 

paycheck, or any other government document that shows the current name and 

address of the voter. 

(ii)  If the person is unable to produce the required information, the 

person shall be afforded the opportunity to cast a provisional ballot, as 

provided in subchapter 6A of this chapter complete a new application for 

addition to the checklist in accordance with section 2144 of this title. 

(iii)  The elections official shall note upon the checklist a first-time 

voter in the municipality who has registered by mail and who produces the 

required information, and place a mark next to the voter’s name on the 

checklist and allow the voter to proceed to the voting booth for the purpose of 

voting. 
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(2)(B)  If the voter is not a first-time voter in the municipality, no 

identification shall be required, the.  The clerk shall place a check next to the 

voter’s name on the checklist and allow the voter to proceed to the voting 

booth for the purpose of voting.  

(2)  If the name does not appear, the person shall be afforded the 

opportunity to complete an application for addition to the checklist in 

accordance with section 2144 of this title.  

Sec. 14.  SECRETARY OF STATE REPORT 

(a)  The Secretary of State shall consult with town clerks and report on or 

before January 15, 2016, to the Senate and House Committees on Government 

Operations with his or her proposed process and any recommendations or 

concerns regarding the following: 

(1)  permitting a town clerk to deposit in a vote tabulator on the day 

before an election any early voter absentee ballots he or she has received, 

while still complying with other provisions of election law;  

(2)  ensuring that all towns have Internet access at each polling place on 

the day of an election;  

(3)  permitting automatic voter registration through the Department of 

Motor Vehicles; and 

(4)  public service announcements that encourage people to register to 

vote prior to the day of an election. 

(b)  The report described in subsection (a) of this section shall also address: 

(1)  any improvements in the registration of voters through the 

Department of Motor Vehicles; 

(2)  other states that require identification for election day voter 

registration and whether Vermont should also require such identification; and 

(3)  any other recommendations regarding the administration of election 

day registration.  

Sec. 15.  EFFECTIVE DATES 

This act shall take effect on January 1, 2017, except for Sec. 14 (Secretary 

of State report), which shall take effect on passage.  

Thereupon, the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House proposal of 

amendment?, was decided in the affirmative. 
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Rules Suspended; Bills Messaged 

On motion of Senator Campbell, the rules were suspended, and the 

following bills were severally ordered messaged to the House forthwith: 

S. 29, S. 73, H. 508. 

Adjournment 

On motion of Senator Campbell, the Senate adjourned until four o’clock in 

the afternoon. 

Afternoon 

The Senate was called to order by the President. 

Rules Suspended; House Proposal of Amendment to Senate Proposal of 

Amendment Concurred In; Rules Suspended; Bill Messaged 

H. 98. 

Appearing on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Campbell, the 

rules were suspended and House proposal of amendment to Senate proposal of 

amendment to House bill entitled: 

An act relating to reportable disease registries and data. 

Was taken up for immediate consideration. 

The House concurs in the Senate proposal of amendment with the following 

amendment thereto: 

By striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the 

following: 

Sec. 1.  18 V.S.A. chapter 4 is amended to read: 

CHAPTER 4.  CANCER REGISTRY 

* * * 

§ 153.  PARTICIPATION IN PROGRAM 

(a)  Any health care facility diagnosing or providing treatment to cancer 

patients with cancer shall report each case of cancer to the commissioner 

Commissioner or his or her authorized representative in a format prescribed by 

the commissioner Commissioner within 120 180 days of admission or 

diagnosis.  If the facility fails to report in a format prescribed by the 

commissioner Commissioner, the commissioner’s Commissioner’s authorized 

representative may enter the facility, obtain the information, and report it in the 

appropriate format.  In these cases, the facility shall reimburse the 

commissioner Commissioner or the authorized representative for the cost of 

obtaining and reporting the information. 
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(b)  Any health care provider diagnosing or providing treatment to cancer 

patients with cancer shall report each cancer case to the commissioner 

Commissioner or his or her authorized representative within 120 180 days of 

diagnosis.  Those cases diagnosed or treated at a Vermont facility or previously 

admitted to a Vermont facility for diagnosis or treatment of that instance of 

cancer are exceptions and do not need to be reported by the health care 

provider. 

(c)  All health care facilities and health care providers who provide 

diagnostic or treatment services to patients with cancer shall report to the 

commissioner Commissioner any further demographic, diagnostic, or treatment 

information requested by the commissioner Commissioner concerning any 

person now or formerly receiving services, diagnosed as having or having had 

a malignant tumor.  Additionally, the commissioner Commissioner or his or 

her authorized representative shall have physical access to all records which 

that would identify cases of cancer or would establish characteristics of the 

cancer, treatment of the cancer, or medical status of any identified cancer 

patient with cancer.  Willful failure to grant access to such records shall be 

punishable by a fine of up to $500.00 for each day access is refused.  Any fines 

collected pursuant to this subsection shall be deposited in the general fund 

General Fund.  

* * * 

§ 155.  DISCLOSURE 

(a)  The commissioner Commissioner may enter into agreements to 

exchange confidential information with other cancer registries in order to 

obtain complete reports of Vermont residents diagnosed or treated in other 

states and to provide information to other states regarding their residents 

diagnosed or treated in Vermont. 

(b)  The commissioner Commissioner may furnish confidential information 

to the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program, other 

states’ cancer registries, federal cancer control agencies, or health researchers 

in order to collaborate in a national cancer registry or to collaborate in cancer 

control and prevention research studies.  However, before releasing 

confidential information, the commissioner Commissioner shall first obtain 

from such state registries, agencies, or researchers an agreement in writing to 

keep the identifying information confidential and privileged.  In the case of 

researchers, the commissioner Commissioner shall also first obtain evidence of 

the approval of their academic committee for the protection of human subjects 

established in accordance with part 46 of Title 45 of the Code of Federal 

Regulations 45 C.F.R. part 46. 

* * * 
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Sec. 2.  18 V.S.A. § 1001 is amended to read: 

§ 1001.  REPORTS TO COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH 

(a)  When a physician, health care provider, nurse practitioner, nurse, 

physician assistant, or school health official has reason to believe that a person 

is sick or has died of a diagnosed or suspected disease, identified by the 

Department of Health as a reportable disease and dangerous to the public 

health, or if a laboratory director has evidence of such sickness or disease, he 

or she shall transmit within 24 hours a report thereof and identify the name and 

address of the patient and the name of the patient’s physician to the 

Commissioner of Health or designee.  In the case of the human 

immunodeficiency virus (HIV), “reason to believe” shall mean personal 

knowledge of a positive HIV test result.  The Commissioner, with the approval 

of the Secretary of Human Services, shall by rule establish a list of those 

diseases dangerous to the public health that shall be reportable.  Nonmedical 

community-based organizations shall be exempt from this reporting 

requirement.  All information collected pursuant to this section and in support 

of investigations and studies undertaken by the commissioner Commissioner 

for the purpose of determining the nature or cause of any disease outbreak shall 

be privileged and confidential.  The Health Department of Health shall, by 

rule, require that any person required to report under this section has in place a 

procedure that ensures confidentiality.  In addition, in relation to the reporting 

of HIV and the acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS), the Health 

Department shall, by rule: 

(1)  develop procedures, in collaboration with individuals living with 

HIV or AIDS and with representatives of the Vermont AIDS service 

organizations, to ensure confidentiality of all information collected pursuant to 

this section; and 

(2)  develop procedures for backing up encrypted, individually 

identifying information, including procedures for storage, location, and transfer 

of data. 

(b)(1)  Public health records that relate to HIV or AIDS that contain any 

personally identifying information, or any information that may indirectly 

identify a person and was developed or acquired by state or local public health 

agencies, shall be confidential and shall only be disclosed following notice to 

the individual subject of the public health record or the individual’s legal 

representative and pursuant to a written authorization voluntarily executed by 

the individual or the individual’s legal representative.  Except as provided in 

subdivision (2) of this subsection, notice and authorization is required prior to 

all disclosures, including disclosures to other states, the federal government, 

and other programs, departments, or agencies of state government. 
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(2)  Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (1) of this subsection, 

disclosure without notification shall be permitted to other states’ infectious 

disease surveillance programs for the sole purpose of comparing the details of 

case reports identified as possibly duplicative, provided such Public health 

records developed or acquired by State or local public health agencies that 

relate to HIV or AIDS and that contain either personally identifying 

information or information that may indirectly identify a person shall be 

confidential and only disclosed following notice to and written authorization 

from the individual subject of the public health record or the individual’s legal 

representative.  Notice otherwise required pursuant to this section shall not be 

required for disclosures to the federal government; other departments, 

agencies, or programs of the State; or other states’ infectious disease 

surveillance programs if the disclosure is for the purpose of comparing the 

details of potentially duplicative case reports, provided the information shall be 

shared using the least identifying information first so that the individual’s 

name shall be used only as a last resort. 

(c)  A disclosure made pursuant to subsection (b) of this section shall 

include only the information necessary for the purpose for which the disclosure 

is made.  The disclosure shall be made only on agreement that the information 

shall remain confidential and shall not be further disclosed without additional 

notice to the individual and written authorization by the individual subject as 

required by subsection (b) of this section.  [Repealed.] 

(d)  A confidential public health record, including any information obtained 

pursuant to this section, shall not be: 

(1)  disclosed or discoverable in any civil, criminal, administrative, or 

other proceeding; 

(2)  used to determine issues relating to employment or insurance for any 

individual; 

(3)  used for any purpose other than public health surveillance, and 

epidemiological follow-up. 

(e)  Any person who: 

(1)  Willfully or maliciously discloses the content of any confidential 

public health record without written authorization or other than as authorized 

by law or in violation of subsection (b), (c), or (d) of this section shall be 

subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000.00 and not more than 

$25,000.00, costs and attorney’s fees as determined by the court, compensatory 

and punitive damages, or equitable relief, including restraint of prohibited acts, 

costs, reasonable attorney’s fees, and other appropriate relief. 
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(2)  Negligently discloses the content of any confidential public health 

record without written authorization or other than as authorized by law or in 

violation of subsection (b), (c), or (d) of this section shall be subject to a civil 

penalty in an amount not to exceed $2,500.00 plus court costs, as determined 

by the court, which penalty and costs shall be paid to the subject of the 

confidential information. 

(3)  Willfully, maliciously, or negligently discloses the results of an HIV 

test to a third party in a manner that identifies or provides identifying 

characteristics of the person to whom the test results apply without written 

authorization or other than as authorized by law or in violation of subsection 

(b), (c), or (d) of this section and that results in economic, bodily, or 

psychological harm to the subject of the test is guilty of a misdemeanor, 

punishable by imprisonment for a period not to exceed one year or a fine not to 

exceed $25,000.00, or both. 

(4)  Commits any act described in subdivision (1), (2), or (3) of this 

subsection shall be liable to the subject for all actual damages, including 

damages for any economic, bodily, or psychological harm that is a proximate 

result of the act.  Each disclosure made in violation of this chapter is a separate 

and actionable offense.  Nothing in this section shall limit or expand the right 

of an injured subject to recover damages under any other applicable law.   

(f)  Except as provided in subdivision (a)(2) of this section, the Health 

Department is prohibited from collecting, processing, or storing any 

individually identifying information concerning HIV/AIDS on any networked 

computer or server, or any laptop computer or other portable electronic device. 

On rare occasion, not as common practice, the Department may accept 

HIV/AIDS individually identifying information electronically.  Once that 

information is collected, the Department shall, in a timely manner, transfer the 

information in compliance with this subsection.  [Repealed.] 

(g)  Health care providers must, prior to performing an HIV test, inform the 

individual to be tested that a positive result will require reporting of the result 

and the individual’s name to the Department, and that there are testing sites 

that provide anonymous testing that are not required to report positive results.  

The Department shall develop and make widely available a model notification 

form.   

(h)  Nothing in this section shall affect the ongoing availability of 

anonymous testing for HIV.  Anonymous HIV testing results shall not be 

required to be reported under this section. 

(i)  No later than November 1, 2007, the Health Department shall conduct 

an information and security audit in relation to the information collected 

pursuant to this section, including evaluation of the systems and procedures it 
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developed to implement this section and an examination of the adequacy of 

penalties for disclosure by state personnel.  No later than January 15, 2008, the 

Department shall report to the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare and 

the House Committee on Human Services concerning options available, and 

the costs those options would be expected to entail, for maximizing protection 

of the information collected pursuant to this section.  That report shall also 

include the Department’s recommendations on whether the General Assembly 

should impose or enhance criminal penalties on health care providers for 

unauthorized disclosures of medical information.  The Department shall solicit 

input from AIDS service organizations and the community advisory group 

regarding the success of the Department’s security measures and their 

examination of the adequacy of penalties as they apply to HIV/AIDS and 

include this input in the report to the Legislature.  The Department shall 

annually evaluate the systems and confidentiality procedures developed to 

implement networked and non-networked electronic reporting, including 

system breaches and penalties for disclosure to State personnel.  The 

Department shall provide the results of this evaluation to and solicit input from 

the Vermont HIV/AIDS Community Advisory Group.  

(j)  No later than January 1, 2008, the Department shall plan and commence 

a public campaign designed to educate the general public about the value of 

obtaining an HIV test.  The Department shall collaborate with 

community-based organizations to educate the public and health care providers 

about the benefits of HIV testing and the use of current testing technologies. 

(k)  The Commissioner shall maintain a separate database of reports 

received pursuant to subsection 1141(i) of this title for the purpose of tracking 

the number of tests performed pursuant to subchapter 5 of chapter 21, 

subchapter 5 of this title and such other information as the Department of 

Health determines to be finds necessary and appropriate.  The database shall 

not include any information that personally identifies a patient.  

Sec. 3.  18 V.S.A. § 1121(c) is amended to read: 

(c)(1)  To the extent permitted under 20 U.S.C. § 1232g (family educational 

and privacy rights), and any regulations adopted thereunder, all schools and 

child care facilities shall make publicly available the aggregated immunization 

rates of the student body for each required vaccine immunization using a 

standardized form that shall be created by the Department of Health.  Each 

school and child care facility shall provide the information on the school and 

child care facility’s aggregated immunization rate for each required 

immunization to students, or in the case of a minor to parents and guardians, at 

the start of each academic year and to any student, or in the case of a minor to 

the parent or guardian of any student, who transfers to the school or child care 
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facility after the start of the academic year.  A student attending a 

postsecondary school shall directly receive information on the school’s 

aggregated immunization rate at the start of the academic year or upon transfer 

to the school, regardless of whether the student is a minor. 

(2)  Each school and child care facility shall annually, on or before 

January 1, submit its standardized form containing the student body’s 

aggregated immunization rates to the Department of Health.  

(3)  Notwithstanding section 1120 of this title, for the purposes as used in 

of this subsection only, the term “child care facility” shall exclude a family day 

care home licensed or registered under 33 V.S.A. chapter 35. 

Sec. 4. 18 V.S.A. § 1122 is amended to read: 

§ 1122.  EXEMPTIONS 

(a)  Notwithstanding subsections 1121(a) and (b) of this title, a person may 

remain in school or in the a child care facility without a required 

immunization: 

(1)  If the person or, in the case of a minor, the person’s parent or 

guardian presents a form created by the department Department and signed by 

a licensed health care practitioner authorized to prescribe vaccines or a health 

clinic stating that the person is in the process of being immunized.  The person 

may continue to attend school or the a child care facility for up to six months 

while the immunization process is being accomplished;. 

(2)  If a licensed health care practitioner, licensed to practice in Vermont 

and who is authorized to prescribe vaccines, certifies in writing that a specific 

immunization is or may be detrimental to the person’s health or is not 

appropriate, provided that when a particular vaccine is no longer 

contraindicated, the person shall be required to receive the vaccine; or.  A 

certifying health care practitioner shall specify the required immunization in 

question as well as the probable duration of the condition or circumstance that 

is or may be detrimental to the person’s health.  Any exemption certified under 

this subdivision shall terminate when the condition or circumstance cited no 

longer applies. 

(3)  If the person or, in the case of a minor, the person’s parent or 

guardian annually provides a signed statement to the school or child care 

facility on a form created by the Vermont department of health Department 

that the person, parent, or guardian: 

(A)  holds religious beliefs or philosophical convictions opposed to 

immunization; and 
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(B)  has reviewed and understands evidence-based educational 

material provided by the department of health Department regarding 

immunizations, including: 

(i)  information about the risks of adverse reactions to 

immunization; 

(C)(ii)  understands information that failure to complete the 

required vaccination schedule increases risk to the person and others of 

contracting or carrying a vaccine-preventable infectious disease; and 

(D)(iii)  understands information that there are persons with special 

health needs attending schools and child care facilities who are unable to be 

vaccinated or who are at heightened risk of contracting a vaccine-preventable 

communicable disease and for whom such a disease could be life-threatening. 

* * * 

(d)  As used in this section, “health care practitioner” means a person 

licensed by law to provide professional health care services to an individual 

during the course of that individual’s medical care or treatment. 

Sec. 5.  18 V.S.A. § 1123 is amended to read: 

§ 1123.  IMMUNIZATION RULES AND REGULATIONS 

The Department of Health shall adopt rules for administering this 

subchapter.  Such rules shall be developed in consultation with the Agency of 

Education with respect to immunization requirements for Vermont schools, 

and in consultation with the Department for Children and Families with respect 

to immunization requirements for child care facilities.  Such rules shall 

establish list which immunizations shall be required and the manner and 

frequency of their administration, and may provide for exemptions as 

authorized by this subchapter.  

Sec. 6. 18 V.S.A. § 1124 is amended to read: 

§ 1124.  ACCESS TO AND REPORTING OF IMMUNIZATION RECORDS 

(a)  In addition to any data collected in accordance with the requirements of 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Vermont department of 

health Department shall annually collect from schools the immunization rates 

for at least those students in the first and eighth grades for each required 

vaccine.  The data collected by the department Department shall include the 

number of medical, philosophical, and religious exemptions filed for each 

required vaccine and the number of students with a provisional admittance. 

* * * 
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Sec. 7.  18 V.S.A. § 1125 is added to read: 

§ 1125.  QUALITY IMPROVEMENT MEASURES 

The Department may implement quality improvement initiatives in any 

school that has a provisional admittance rate or an exemption rate above the 

State average.  

Sec. 8.  18 V.S.A. § 1129 is amended to read:  

§ 1129.  IMMUNIZATION REGISTRY 

(a)  A health care provider shall report to the department Department all 

data regarding immunizations of adults and of children under the age of 

18 years of age within seven days of the immunization, provided that required 

reporting of immunizations of adults shall commence within one month after 

the health care provider has established an electronic health records system and 

data interface pursuant to the e-health standards developed by the Vermont 

information technology leaders Information Technology Leaders.  A health 

insurer shall report to the department Department all data regarding 

immunizations of adults and of children under the age of 18 years of age at 

least quarterly.  All data required pursuant to this subsection shall be reported 

in a form format required by the department Department. 

(b)  The department Department may use the data to create a registry of 

immunizations.  Registry information shall remain confidential and privileged, 

except as provided in subsections (c) and (d) of this section.  Registry 

information regarding a particular adult shall be provided, upon request, to the 

adult, the adult’s health care provider, and the adult’s health insurer.  A minor 

child’s record also Registry information regarding a particular minor child may 

be provided, upon request, to school nurses, or in the absence of a nurse on 

staff, administrators, and upon request and with written parental consent, to 

licensed day care providers, to document compliance with Vermont 

immunization laws.  Registry information regarding a particular child shall be 

provided, upon request, to the child after the child reaches the age of majority 

and to the minor child’s parent, or guardian, health insurer, and health care 

provider, or to the child after the child reaches the age of majority.  Registry 

information shall be kept confidential and privileged and may be shared only 

in summary, statistical, or other form in which particular individuals are not 

identified.  

(c)  The Department may exchange confidential registry information with 

the immunization registries of other states in order to obtain comprehensive 

immunization records. 

(d)  The Department may provide confidential registry information to health 

care provider networks serving Vermont patients and, with the approval of the 
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Commissioner, to researchers who present evidence of approval from an 

institutional review board in accordance with 45 C.F.R. § 164.512. 

(e)  Prior to releasing confidential information pursuant to subsections (c) 

and (d) of this section, the Commissioner shall obtain from state registries, 

health care provider networks, and researchers a written agreement to keep any 

identifying information confidential and privileged.  

(f)  The Department may share registry information for public health 

purposes in summary, statistical, or other form in which particular individuals 

are not identified, except as provided in subsections (c) and (d) of this section. 

(g)  As used in this section, “administrator” means an individual licensed 

under 16 V.S.A. chapter 5, the majority of whose employed time in a public 

school, school district, or supervisory union is assigned to developing and 

managing school curriculum, evaluating and disciplining personnel, or 

supervising and managing a school system or school program.  

“Administrator” also means an individual employed by an approved or 

recognized independent school, the majority of whose assigned time is devoted 

to those duties. 

Sec. 9.  18 V.S.A. § 1131 is added to read: 

§ 1131.  VERMONT IMMUNIZATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 

(a)  Creation.  There is created a Vermont Immunization Advisory Council 

for the purpose of providing education policy, medical, and epidemiological 

expertise and advice to the Department with regard to the safety of 

immunizations and immunization schedules. 

(b)  Membership.  The Council shall be composed of the following 

members: 

(1)  a representative of the Vermont Board of Medical Practice, 

appointed by the Governor; 

(2)  the Secretaries of Human Services and of Education or their 

designees;   

(3)  the State epidemiologist;  

(4)  a practicing pediatrician, appointed by the Governor; 

(5)  a representative of both public and independent schools, appointed 

by the Governor; and 

(6)  any other persons deemed necessary by the Commissioner. 

(c)  Powers and duties.  The Council shall: 
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(1)  review and make recommendations regarding the State’s 

immunization schedule for attendance in schools and child care facilities; and 

(2)  provide any other advice and expertise requested by the 

Commissioner. 

(d)  Assistance.  The Council shall have the administrative, technical, and 

legal assistance of the Department.   

(e)  Meetings.   

(1)  The Council shall convene at the call of the Commissioner, but no 

less than once each year. 

(2)  The Council shall select a chair from among its members at the first 

meeting. 

(3)  A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum. 

Sec. 10.  18 V.S.A. § 1132 is added to read: 

§ 1132.  VACCINE ADVERSE EVENT REPORTING SYSTEM 

A health care practitioner administering vaccinations shall report to the 

Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System, in consultation with the patient, or 

if a minor, the patient’s parent or guardian, all significant adverse events that 

occur after vaccination of adults and children, even if the practitioner is unsure 

whether a vaccine caused the adverse event. 

Sec. 11.  REPORT; MANDATORY IMMUNIZATION OF SCHOOL 

PERSONNEL 

(a)  On or before January 15, 2016, the Department, in consultation with the 

Agency of Education, shall submit a report to the Senate Committee on Health 

and Welfare and the House Committee on Health Care assessing whether it is 

appropriate from a legal, policy, and medical perspective to require school 

personnel to be immunized against those diseases addressed by the 

Department’s list of required immunizations for school attendance. 

(b)  As used in this section, “school” means the same as in 18 V.S.A. 

§ 1120. 

Sec.12.  EFFECTIVE DATES 

(a)  Except for Secs. 4 (exemptions) and 6 (access to and reporting of 

immunization records), this act shall take effect on July 1, 2015. 

(b)  Secs. 4 (exemptions) and 6 (access to and reporting of immunization 

records) shall take effect on July 1, 2016.  
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Thereupon, the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House proposal of 

amendment to the Senate proposal of amendment?, was decided in the 

affirmative. 

Thereupon, on motion of Senator Campbell, the rules were suspended, and 

the bill was ordered messaged to the House forthwith. 

Rules Suspended; Report of Committee of Conference Accepted and 

Adopted on the Part of the Senate; Bill Messaged 

H. 492. 

Pending entry on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Baruth, the 

rules were suspended and the report of the Committee of Conference on House 

bill entitled: 

An act relating to capital construction and State bonding. 

Was taken up for immediate consideration. 

Senator Flory, for the Committee of Conference, submitted the following 

report: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

The Committee of Conference, to which were referred the disagreeing votes 

of the two Houses upon House Bill, entitled: 

H. 492.  An act relating to capital construction and State bonding. 

Respectfully reports that it has met and considered the same and 

recommends that the House accede to the Senate proposal of amendment and 

that the bill be further amended as follows: 

First:  In Sec. 1, Legislative Intent, in subsection (a), by striking out 

“$80,068,449.00”  and inserting in lieu thereof “$84,688,449.00” 

Second:  In Sec. 2, State Buildings, in subdivision (b)(10), by striking out 

“$450,000.00” and inserting “$400,000.00”, in subdivision (c)(10), by striking 

out “$16,931,385.00” and inserting “$14,048,174.00”, and by striking out all 

after subsection (d) and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

Appropriation – FY 2016      $41,313,990.00 

Appropriation – FY 2017     $29,450,622.00 

Total Appropriation – Section 2     $70,764,612.00  

Third:  In Sec. 3, Administration, by striking out subsection (c) in its 

entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
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(c)  The sum of $5,463,211.00 is appropriated in FY 2017 to the Agency of 

Human Services for the Health and Human Services Enterprise IT System. 

Appropriation – FY 2016      $5,125,000.00 

Appropriation – FY 2017     $14,855,681.00 

Total Appropriation – Section 3     $19,980,681.00 

Fourth:  In Sec. 5, Judiciary, by striking out the section in its entirety and 

inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

Sec. 5.  JUDICIARY 

(a)  The sum of $180,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2016 to the Department 

of Buildings and General Services for the Judiciary for ADA compliance at 

county courthouses. 

(b)  The following sums are appropriated in FY 2016 to the Judiciary:  

(1)  Statewide court security systems and improvements:

 $150,000.00 

(2)  Judicial case management system:   $550,000.00 

(3)  Hyde Park, Lamoille County Courthouse, building renovation: 

          $5,000,000.00 

(c)  The following sums are appropriated in FY 2017 to the Judiciary:  

(1)  Statewide court security systems and improvements: 

            $125,000.00 

(2)  Judicial case management system:   $4,000,000.00 

Appropriation – FY 2016       $5,880,000.00 

Appropriation – FY 2017      $4,125,000.00 

Total Appropriation – Section 5     $10,005,000.00 

Fifth:  In Sec. 7, Grant Programs, by striking out the section in its entirety 

and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

Sec. 7.  GRANT PROGRAMS 

(a)  The following sums are appropriated in FY 2016 for Building 

Communities Grants established in 24 V.S.A. chapter 137: 

(1)  To the Agency of Commerce and Community Development, 

Division for Historic Preservation, for the Historic Preservation Grant 

Program:         $200,000.00 
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(2)  To the Agency of Commerce and Community Development, 

Division for Historic Preservation, for the Historic Barns Preservation Grant 

Program:          $200,000.00 

(3)  To the Vermont Council on the Arts for the Cultural Facilities Grant 

Program, the sum of which may be used to match funds that may be made 

available from the National Endowment for the Arts, provided that all capital 

funds are made available to the cultural facilities grant program:  $200,000.00 

(4)  To the Department of Buildings and General Services for the 

Recreational Facilities Grant Program:     $200,000.00 

(5)  To the Department of Buildings and General Services for  

the Regional Economic Development Grant Program:  $200,000.00 

(b)  The following sum is appropriated in FY 2016 to the Agency  

of Agriculture, Food and Markets for the Agricultural Fairs Capital  

Projects Competitive Grant Program:   $200,000.00 

(c)  The following sums are appropriated in FY 2017 for Building 

Communities Grants established in 24 V.S.A. chapter 137: 

(1)  To the Agency of Commerce and Community Development, 

Division for Historic Preservation, for the Historic Preservation Grant 

Program:        $200,000.00 

(2)  To the Agency of Commerce and Community Development, 

Division for Historic Preservation, for the Historic Barns Preservation  

Grant Program:  $200,000.00 

(3)  To the Vermont Council on the Arts for the Cultural Facilities  

Grant Program, the sum of which may be used to match funds that may  

be made available from the National Endowment for the Arts, provided  

that all capital funds are made available to the cultural facilities grant  

program:         $200,000.00 

(4)  To the Department of Buildings and General Services for the 

Recreational Facilities Grant Program:     $200,000.00 

(5)  To the Department of Buildings and General Services for the 

Regional Economic Development Grant Program:  $200,000.00 

(d)  The following sum is appropriated in FY 2017 to the Agency of 

Agriculture, Food and Markets for the Agricultural Fairs Capital Projects 

Competitive Grant Program:     $200,000.00 

(e)  The following amounts are appropriated in FY 2016 to the Department 

of Buildings and General Services for the Human Services and Educational 

Facilities Competitive Grant Program: 
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(1)  Human Services:      $100,000.00 

(2)  Educational Facilities:     $100,000.00 

(f)  The following amounts are appropriated in FY 2017 to the Department 

of Buildings and General Services for the Human Services and Educational 

Facilities Competitive Grant Program: 

(1)  Human Services:      $100,000.00 

(2)  Educational Facilities:     $100,000.00 

(g)  On or before January 15, 2016, the Commissioner of Buildings and 

General Services shall report to the House Committee on Corrections and 

Institutions and the Senate Committee on Institutions on the grants awarded in 

FY 2016 under the Human Services and Educational Facilities Competitive 

Grant Program. 

Appropriation – FY 2016     $1,400,000.00 

Appropriation – FY 2017     $1,400,000.00 

Total Appropriation – Section 7    $2,800,000.00 

Sixth:  In Sec. 20, General Assembly, by striking out the section in its 

entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

Sec. 20.  GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

(a)  The sum of $120,000 is appropriated in FY 2016 to the Office of 

Legislative Council to hire consultant services for upgrades to the International 

Roll Call (IRC) program, as described in Sec. 47 of this act. 

(b)  The sum of $60,000.00 is appropriated in FY 2016 to the Joint Fiscal 

Office to hire consultant services for a security and safety protocol for the State 

House, as described in Sec. 46 of this act.   

Total Appropriation – Section 20     $180,000.00 

Seventh:  By inserting a Sec. 23a, after Sec. 23, to read as follows:   

Sec. 23a.  LEASING PROPERTY; WINDSOR; SOLAR PROJECT 

The Commissioner of Buildings and General Services may lease at fair 

market value, for a term not exceeding 35 years, any real property owned by 

the State for a solar project at the Southeast State Correctional Facility and 

surrounding lands in Windsor, Vermont. 

Eighth:  By inserting a Sec. 32a, after Sec. 32, to read as follows: 
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Sec. 32a.  20 HOUGHTON STREET; USE OF PROCEEDS 

Notwithstanding 29 V.S.A. § 166(d), of the proceeds received by the State 

for the sale of the 20 Houghton Street property in St. Albans, the sum of 

$2,500,000.00 is to be deposited into the Property Management Fund (58700) 

to recover the deficit incurred in the Fund as a result of the original purchase of 

the property. 

Ninth:  In Sec. 46, State House Security, by striking out the section in its 

entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

Sec. 46.  STATE HOUSE SECURITY 

(a)  The Capitol Complex Security Working Group, established in 2014 

Acts and Resolves No. 178, Sec. 26, may retain consultant services to create a 

security and safety protocol and conduct trainings for the State House and One 

Baldwin Street.  Any consultants retained pursuant to this subsection shall 

work through the Joint Fiscal Office under the direction of the Chair of the 

Working Group. 

(b)  The Joint Fiscal Office, in consultation with the Speaker of the House 

and the Committee on Committees, shall hire the consultants to undertake the 

security protocol authorized in subsection (a) of this section.  The Joint Fiscal 

Office is authorized to use funds appropriated in Sec. 20 of this act and 2013 

Acts and Resolves No. 51, Sec. 2(c)(17), as amended by 2014 Acts and 

Resolves No. 178, Sec. 1, to retain consultant services. 

Tenth:  By adding a new Sec. 47 to read as follows: 

Sec. 47.  INTERNATIONAL ROLL CALL PROGRAM; UPGRADES 

(a)  The Office of Legislative Council is authorized to retain consultant 

services to upgrade the legislative international roll call (IRC) program, as 

approved by the Legislative Staff Information Systems Team established in 

2 V.S.A. § 753.   

(b)  The Legislative Staff Information Systems Team shall determine the 

management and oversight structure for the work authorized in subsection (a) 

of this section prior to the Office of Legislative Council executing a contract to 

hire the consultant.  The Office of Legislative Council is authorized to use 

funds appropriated in Sec. 20 of this act to retain consultant services; provided, 

however, that no funds shall become available until the Legislative Staff 

Information Systems Team approves the contract, and management and 

oversight structure for the project. 

And by renumbering the remaining sections to be numerically correct. 
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       MARGARET K FLORY 

       RICHARD T. MAZZA 

       JOHN S. RODGERS 

      Committee on the part of the Senate 

       ALICE M. EMMONS 

       LINDA K. MYERS 

       TRISTAN D. TOLENO 

      Committee on the part of the House 

Thereupon, the question, Shall the Senate accept and adopt the report of the 

Committee of Conference?, was decided in the affirmative. 

Thereupon, on motion of Senator Campbell, the rules were suspended and 

the bill was ordered messaged to the House forthwith. 

Rules Suspended; Report of Committee of Conference Accepted and 

Adopted on the Part of the Senate; Bill Messaged 

H. 477. 

Pending entry on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Campbell, 

the rules were suspended and the report of the Committee of Conference on 

House bill entitled: 

An act relating to miscellaneous amendments to election law. 

Was taken up for immediate consideration. 

Senator White, for the Committee of Conference, submitted the following 

report: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

The Committee of Conference to which were referred the disagreeing votes 

of the two Houses upon House bill entitled: 

H. 477.  An act relating to miscellaneous amendments to election law. 

Respectfully reports that it has met and considered the same and 

recommends that the House accede to the Senate proposal of amendment and 

the Senate proposal be further amended as follows: 

First:  In the first instance of amendment, in Sec. 6, 17 V.S.A. § 2386 (time 

for filing statements), in subsection (a), following “not later than 5:00 p.m. on 

the” by striking out “third” and inserting in lieu thereof sixth 

Second:  In the second instance of amendment, by striking out in its entirety 

Sec. 29b and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
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Sec. 29b.  [Deleted.] 

       JEANETTE K. WHITE 

       JOSEPH C. BENNING 

       ANTHONY POLLINA 

      Committee on the part of the Senate 

       JOANNA E. COLE 

       LINDA J. MARTIN 

       MARK A. HIGLEY 

      Committee on the part of the House 

Thereupon, the question, Shall the Senate accept and adopt the report of the 

Committee of Conference?, was decided in the affirmative. 

Thereupon, on motion of Senator Campbell, the rules were suspended and 

the bill was ordered messaged to the House forthwith. 

Rules Suspended; House Proposal of Amendment to Senate Proposal of 

Amendment Concurred In; Rules Suspended; Bill Messaged 

H. 480. 

Appearing on the Calendar for notice, on motion of Senator Campbell, the 

rules were suspended and House proposal of amendment to Senate proposal of 

amendment to House bill entitled: 

An act relating to making miscellaneous technical and other amendments to 

education laws. 

Was taken up for immediate consideration. 

The House concurs in the Senate proposal of amendment with the following 

amendment thereto: 

By striking out Sec. 9 (effective dates) in its entirety and its reader 

assistance heading and inserting in lieu thereof after Sec. 8 four new sections 

to be Secs. 9–12 to read as follows:   

* * * Expanded Learning Opportunities * * * 

Sec. 9.  16 V.S.A. § 2906 is added to read: 

§ 2906.  VERMONT EXPANDED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES SPECIAL 

FUND ESTABLISHED 

(a)  As used in this section, “Expanded Learning Opportunity” means a 

structured program designed to serve prekindergarten through secondary 

school-age children and youth outside the school day and year on a regular 

basis, including before and after school and during the summer, by providing 
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opportunities for personal, emotional, and academic growth for children and 

youth.   

(b)  There is established a Vermont Expanded Learning Opportunities 

Special Fund comprising grants, donations, and contributions from any private 

or public source.  Monies in the Fund shall be available to the Agency of 

Education for the purpose of increasing access to expanded learning 

opportunities throughout Vermont.  The Commissioner of Finance and 

Management may draw warrants for disbursements from this Fund in 

anticipation of receipts.  The Fund shall be administered pursuant to 

32 V.S.A. chapter 7, subchapter 5, except that interest earned and any 

remaining balance at the end of the fiscal year shall be retained and carried 

forward in the Fund.   

Sec. 10.  PREKINDERGARTEN–16 COUNCIL; EXPANDED LEARNING 

OPPORTUNITIES WORKING GROUP; GRANT PROGRAM 

(a)  The Expanded Learning Opportunities (ELO) Working Group of the 

Prekindergarten–16 Council, established in 16 V.S.A. § 2905, shall develop 

recommendations for the Secretary of Education relating to the design and 

implementation of an Expanded Learning Opportunities Grant Program that 

would award grants for the purpose of increasing access to expanded learning 

opportunities throughout Vermont.   

(b)  The ELO Working Group, in collaboration with the Secretary of 

Education, shall identify and solicit grants, donations, and contributions from 

any private or public source for the purposes of funding an Expanded Learning 

Opportunities Grant Program (Program) or otherwise increasing access to 

expanded learning opportunities throughout Vermont.  Any funds accepted 

under this subsection shall be deposited in the Vermont Expanded Learning 

Opportunities Fund established in 16 V.S.A. § 2906. 

(c)  On or before November 15, 2015, the Secretary of Education, in 

consultation with the ELO Working Group, shall report to the House and 

Senate Committees on Education and on Appropriations on the 

recommendations for creating the Grant Program described in subsection (a) of 

this section and on any funding secured for the Vermont Expanded Learning 

Opportunities Special Fund. 

Sec. 11.  VERMONT EXPANDED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

SPECIAL FUND; DISBURSEMENTS  

No funds shall be disbursed from the Vermont Expanded Learning 

Opportunities Special Fund, established in 16 V.S.A. § 2906, until the General 

Assembly enacts legislation establishing a framework for awarding grants 

under the Expanded Learning Opportunities Grant Program, pursuant to the 
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recommendations of the Secretary of Education and the ELO Working Group 

as described in Sec. 10 of this act. 

* * * Effective Dates * * * 

Sec. 12.  EFFECTIVE DATES 

(a)  Secs. 1–7 shall take effect on July 1, 2015. 

(b)  Sec. 8 (16 V.S.A. § 2172(d)) shall take effect on July 16, 2015. 

(c)  This section and Secs. 9–11 shall take effect on passage.  

Thereupon, the question, Shall the Senate concur in the House proposal of 

amendment to the Senate proposal of amendment?, was decided in the 

affirmative. 

Thereupon, on motion of Senator Campbell, the rules were suspended, and 

the bill was ordered messaged to the House forthwith. 

 Standing Committees Realigned 

The President, on behalf of the Committee on Committees, reported new 

appointments to two of the standing committees, effective as of May 14, 2015, 

resulting in a realignment of these committees, as follows: 

 Agriculture 

A.M. Senator Starr, Chair Room 26 

Zuckerman, Vice-Chair 

Campbell 

[McAllister] 

Sirotkin, Clerk 

Mazza 

 Institutions 

P.M. Senator Flory, Chair Room 7 

Rodgers, Vice-Chair 

Mazza 

[McAllister] 

Balint, Clerk 

Campbell 

Adjournment 

On motion of Senator Campbell, the Senate adjourned until nine o’clock 

and thirty minutes in the morning. 


