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ORDERS OF THE DAY
ACTION CALENDAR
UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30, 2016
Third Reading
H. 622.
An act relating to obligations for reporting child abuse and neglect and
cooperating in investigations of child abuse and neglect.
NEW BUSINESS
Second Reading
Favorable with Proposal of Amendment
H. 531.
An act relating to aboveground storage tanks.
Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator MacDonald for the Committee on Natural Resources &
Energy.
The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill as follows:
First: In Sec. 1, 10 V.S.A. § 1929a (c)(4), after the semicolon by striking
out the word “and” and in subdivision (5), by striking out the period at the end
of the subdivision and inserting in lieu thereof the following: ; and and by
adding a new subdivision (6) to read as follows:
(6) requirements for the reuse of an aboveground storage tank removed
under the requirement of subsection (g) of this section.
Second: In Sec. 1, 10 V.S.A. § 1929a, by striking out subsection (g) in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new subsection (g) to read as follows:
(g) If the owner of any aboveground storage tank that serves a structure
converts the type of fuel used for the structure from fuel oil or kerosene to
natural gas so that the structure is no longer served for any purpose by the
aboveground storage tank, the owner shall have the aboveground storage tank
used to store fuel oil or kerosene and any fill pipes removed at the same time
as the conversion. As used in this subsection, “structure” means any assembly
of materials that is intended for occupancy or use by a person and that has at
least three walls and a roof.
(Committee vote: 4-0-0)
(For House amendments, see House Journal for March 16, 2016, page 424
and March 17, 2016, page 486)
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NOTICE CALENDAR
Second Reading
Favorable with Proposal of Amendment
H. 458.
An act relating to automatic voter registration through motor vehicle
driver’s license applications.
Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Benning for the Committee on Government Operations.
The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:
Sec. 1. 17 V.S.A. § 2145a is amended to read:
§ 2145a. REGISTRATIONS AT THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR
VEHICLES
(a) An application for, or renewal of, a motor vehicle driver’s license or
nondriver identification card shall serve as a simultaneous application to
register to vote unless the applicant declines to sign the voter registration
portion of the application checks the box on the application designating that he
or she declines to use the application as a voter registration application.
(b)(1) The voter registration portion of the A motor vehicle driver’s license
or nondriver identification card application shall provide and request the
following information required to be provided under section 2145 of this
chapter and shall be in the form approved by the Secretary of State:
(A) The applicant’s citizenship.
(B) The applicant’s place and date of birth.
(C) The applicant’s town of legal residence.
(D) The applicant’s street address or a description of the physical
location of the applicant’s residence. The description must contain sufficient
information so that the town clerk can determine whether the applicant is a
resident of the town.
(E) The voter’s oath.
(F)

The applicant’s e-mail address, which shall be optional to

provide.
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(2) A motor vehicle driver’s license or nondriver identification card
application shall provide the following statements:
(A) “By signing and submitting this application, you are authorizing
the Department of Motor Vehicles to transmit this application to the Secretary
of State for voter registration purposes. YOU MAY DECLINE TO
REGISTER. Both the office through which you submit this application and
your decision of whether or not to register will remain confidential and will be
used for voter registration purposes only.”
(B) “In order to be registered to vote, you must: (1) be a U.S. citizen;
(2) be a resident of Vermont; (3) have taken the voter’s oath; and (4) be
18 years of age or older. Any person meeting the requirements of (1)–(3) who
will be 18 years of age on or before the date of a general election may register
and vote in the primary election immediately preceding that general election.
Failure to decline to register is an attestation that you meet the requirements
to vote.”
(3) A motor vehicle driver’s license or nondriver identification card
application shall provide the penalties provided by law for submission of a
false voter registration application and shall require the signature of the
applicant, under penalty of perjury.
***
(d)(1) The Department of Motor Vehicles shall transmit voter registration
motor vehicle driver’s license and nondriver identification card applications
received under this section to the Secretary of State not later than five days
after the date the application was accepted by the Department, or before the
date of any primary or general election, whichever is sooner.
(2) The Department of Motor Vehicles shall not transmit motor vehicle
driver’s license and nondriver identification card applications when the
applicant has designated that he or she declines to be registered.
(3) The Department of Motor Vehicles shall ensure confidentiality of
records as required by subdivision (b)(2)(A) of this section.
***
(f) In transmitting applications received under this section, the Secretary
shall ensure compliance with the requirements of 15 V.S.A. chapter 21,
subchapter 3.
(g) The Secretary shall take appropriate measures to educate the public
about voter registration under this section.
Sec. 2. 17 V.S.A. § 2145 is amended to read:
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§ 2145. APPLICATION FORMS
(a) The voter registration application shall be in the form approved by the
Federal Election Commission or by the Secretary of State. The application
form approved by the Secretary shall include:
***
(2) The voter’s oath and a space for a person administering the voter’s
oath to another to execute the written notification required by section 2124 of
this title.
***
(4) The following statements:
(A) “If you were provided with this form when you applied for, or
renewed, a motor vehicle driver’s license or were provided with this
application form by a voter registration agency, you may decline to register. If
you decline to register, your failure to register will remain confidential and will
be used only for voter registration purposes.”
(B) “If you are submitting this application in connection with a motor
vehicle driver’s license application, or renewal, or through a voter registration
agency, the office through which you submitted this application will remain
confidential and will be used only for voter registration purposes.”
(5) The following statement on applications provided by the Department
of Motor Vehicles: “Keep this receipt and take it to the polls when you go to
vote. This is proof you submitted an application for registration.” [Repealed.]
***
(f) A person who makes a false statement in completing a voter registration
application form or the voter registration portion of an application for a motor
vehicle driver’s license or nondriver identification card knowing the statement
to be false shall be subject to the penalties of perjury as provided in 13 V.S.A.
§ 2901, except that a person who is not eligible to register to vote and who
otherwise completes the application accurately shall not be considered to have
made a false statement under this subsection by his or her unintentional failure
to decline to register on a motor vehicle driver’s license or nondriver
identification card application under section 2145a of this chapter.
***
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Sec. 3. 17 V.S.A. § 2124 is amended to read:
§ 2124. VOTER’S OATH OR AFFIRMATION; HOW ADMINISTERED;
APPLICATION
***
(b) A person who administers the voter’s oath or affirmation to another
shall forthwith sign the appropriate place on the application or sign some other
written notification giving the person’s name and the date the oath or
affirmation was administered. [Repealed.]
(c) At a minimum, the town clerk shall keep the completed applications for
addition to the checklist, or an electronic copy thereof, through the end of the
general election cycle that follows the one in which the application was
received. If the written notification that a person has taken the oath or
affirmation is submitted separately from the application, it shall be filed along
with the application. The town clerk shall verify, upon request, that a voter has
been given the oath or affirmation.
Sec. 4. 17 V.S.A. § 2144a is amended to read:
§ 2144a. REGISTRATION
A person who desires to register to vote may apply in any of the following
ways:
(1) Simultaneously with his or her application for, or renewal of, a
motor vehicle driver’s license or nondriver identification card as provided in
section 2145a of this chapter.
***
Sec. 5. 23 V.S.A. § 603(a)(4) is added to read:
(4) Any new or renewal application form shall provide for and request
the information required in 17 V.S.A. § 2145a.
Sec. 6. 1 V.S.A. § 317(c) is amended to read:
(c) The following public records are exempt from public inspection and
copying:
***
(31) Records of a registered voter’s month and day of birth, motor
vehicle operator’s license number, and the last four digits of the applicant’s
Social Security number contained in an application to the statewide voter
checklist or the statewide voter checklist established under 17 V.S.A. § 2154 or
the failure to register to vote under 17 V.S.A. § 2145a.
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***
Sec. 7. SECRETARY OF STATE; STUDY
The Secretary of State shall consult with the Office of the Attorney General
to examine ways in which to register persons 16 years of age who will be 18
years of age on or before the next general election. The Secretary of State
shall issue a report to the Senate and House Committees on Government
Operations on or before January 15, 2017.
Sec. 8. EFFECTIVE DATES
(a) This section and Sec. 7 (secretary of state study) shall take effect on
passage.
(b) The remainder of the act shall take effect on July 1, 2017.
(Committee vote: 5-0-0)
(For House amendments, see House Journal for February 26, 2016, page
292 and March 8, 2016 page 315)
CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS FOR ACTION
S.C.R. 41 (For text of Resolution, see Addendum to Senate Calendar for
March 31, 2016)
H.C.R. 302-315 (For text of Resolutions, see Addendum to House Calendar
for March 31, 2016)
PUBLIC HEARINGS
SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
H.875 (FY 2017 Budget)
ADVOCATES TESTIMONY
On Tuesday, April 5, 2016 beginning at 1:30 pm, the Senate
Appropriations Committee will be taking testimony from advocates regarding
the Fiscal Year 2017 Budget (H.875) in Room 10 of the State House. All
available time slots have been filled. To submit written testimony to the
committee please contact Becky Buck at the Legislative Joint Fiscal Office
located at 1 Baldwin Street (phone:
828-5969) or via email at:
rbuck@leg.state.vt.us
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FOR INFORMATION ONLY
CROSS OVER DATES
The Joint Rules Committee established the following Crossover deadlines:
(1) All Senate/House bills must be reported out of the last committee of
reference (including the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and
Means, except as provided below in (2) and the exceptions listed below) on or
before Friday, March 11, 2016, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they
may be placed on the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day.
(2) All Senate/House bills referred pursuant to Senate Rule 31 or House
Rule 35(a) to the Committees on Appropriations and Finance/Ways and Means
must be reported out by the last of those committees on or before Friday,
March 18, 2016, and filed with the Secretary/Clerk so they may be placed on
the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day.
Note: The Senate will not act on bills that do not meet these crossover
deadlines, without the consent of the Senate Rules Committee.
Exceptions to the foregoing deadlines include the major money bills
(Appropriations “Big Bill”, Transportation Spending Bill, Capital
Construction Bill, and Miscellaneous Tax Bill).
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