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ORDERS OF THE DAY

ACTION CALENDAR
UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2015
House Proposal of Amendment
S. 6.

An act relating to technical corrections to civil and criminal procedure
statutes.

The House proposes to the Senate to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 13 V.S.A. § 1501 is amended to read:
§ 1501. ESCAPE AND ATTEMPTS TO ESCAPE

* k% %

(b)(1) A person whe shall not, while in lawful custody:

H—FaHs (A) fail to return from work release to the correctional facility
at the specified time, or visits other than the specified place, as required by the
order issued in accordance with 28 V.S.A. § 753;

&) —fails (B) fail to return from furlough to the correctional facility at
the specified time, or visits other than the specified place, as required by the
order issued in accordance with 28 V.S.A. 8 808, 808a, 808b, or 808c;

(3)—escapes-orattempts (C) escape or attempt to escape while on release

from a correctional facility to do work in the service of such facility or of the
Department of Corrections in accordance with 28 V.S.A. § 758; or

{4)—escapes—orattempts (D) escape elope or attempt to eseape elope
from the Vermont State-Hospital—er-is-suceesserininterest Psychiatric Care

Hospital or a participating hospital, when confined by court order pursuant to
chapter 157 of this title, or when transferred there pursuant to 28 V.S.A. § 703
and while still serving a sentence—shal-be-imprisoned-fornot-more-thanfive
years-or-fined-net-more- than-$1.000.00,or both.

(2) A person who violates this subsection shall be imprisoned for not
more than five years or fined not more than $1,000.00, or both.

* * *

(d) As used in this section:

* * *
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3 = it

Sec. 2. 13 V.S.A. §5321 is amended to read:
§5321. APPEARANCE BY VICTIM

* *x *

(c) In accordance with eourt Court rules, at the sentencing hearing, the
eourt Court shall ask if the victim is present and, if so, whether the victim
would like to be heard regarding sentencing. # In imposing sentence, the
eourt Court shall consider any views offered at the hearing by the victim. # If
the victim is not present, the eeurt Court shall ask whether the victim has
expressed, either orally or in writing, views regarding sentencing and shall take
those views into consideration in imposing sentence.

(d) At or before the sentencing hearing, the prosecutor’s office shall
instruct the victim of a listed crime, in all cases where the eeurt Court imposes
a sentence which includes a period of incarceration, that a sentence of
incarceration is to the custody of the ecemmissioner—of—corrections
Commissioner of Corrections and that the eemmissioner—of—corrections
Commissioner of Corrections has the authority to affect the actual time the
defendant shall serve in incarceration through good time credit, furlough,
work-release, and other early release programs. # In addition, the prosecutor’s
office shall explain the significance of a minimum and maximum sentence to
the victim and shall also explain the function of parole and how it may affect
the actual amount of time the defendant may be incarcerated.

* * *

Sec. 3. 13 V.S.A. §5574 is amended to read:
§ 5574. BURDEN OF PROOF; JUDGMENT; DAMAGES

(@ A claimant shall be entitled to judgment in an action under this
subchapter if the claimant establishes each of the following by clear and
convincing evidence:

* * *

(2)(A) Fhe the complainant’s conviction was reversed or vacated, the
complainant’s information or indictment was dismissed, or the complainant
was acquitted after a second or subsequent trial-; or

(B) Fhe the complainant was pardoned for the crime for which he or
she was sentenced.
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* * %

Sec. 4. 33 V.S.A. §5308(a)(4) is amended to read:

(4) The custodial parent, guardian, or guardian custodian has abandoned
the child.

Sec. 5. 2014 Acts and Resolves No. 126, Sec. 7 is amended to read:
Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2014, and shall apply to restitution
orders issued after that date; provided, however, that notwithstanding 1 V.S.A.
§ 214, Secs. 1, 3, 4, 5, and 6 shall also apply retroactively to restitution orders
issued on or before July 1, 2014.

Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on passage.

Recommendation of Amendment to House Proposal of Amendment to S. 6
to be offered by Senators Benning, Ashe, Nitka, Sears, and White

Senators Benning, Ashe, Nitka, Sears, and White move that the Senate
concur in the House proposal of amendment with the following amendment
thereto:

By adding a new Sec. 6 to read as follows:
Sec. 6. 33 V.S.A. 8§ 5284 is amended to read:
8 5284. DETERMINATION AND ORDER

(@ In a hearing on a motion for youthful offender status, the Court shall
first consider whether public safety will be protected by treating the youth as a
youthful offender. If the Court finds that public safety will not be protected by
treating the youth as a youthful offender, the Court shall deny the motion and
return the case to the Family Criminal Division of the Superior Court pursuant
to subsection 5281(d) of this title. If the Court finds that public safety will be
protected by treating the youth as a youthful offender, the Court shall proceed
to make a determination under subsection (b) of this section.

* * *

And by renumbering the remaining section to be numerically correct.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS OF THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2015
Second Reading
Favorable with Recommendation of Amendment
S. 73.

An act relating to State regulation of rent-to-own agreements for
merchandise.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Balint for the Committee on Economic Development, Housing & General
Affairs.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 9 V.S.A. §41b is amended to read:
§ 41b. RENT-TO-OWN AGREEMENTS; DISCLOSURE OF TERMS

(a) Definitions. In this section:

(1) “Advertisement” means a commercial message that solicits a
consumer to enter into a rent-to-own agreement for a specific item of
merchandise that is conveyed:

(A) at a merchant’s place of business:

(B) on a merchant’s website;

(C) on television or radio.

(2) “Cash price” means the price of merchandise available under a
rent-to-own agreement that the consumer may pay in cash to the merchant at
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the inception of the agreement to acquire ownership of the merchandise.

(3) “Clear and conspicuous” means that the statement or term being
disclosed is of such size, color, contrast, or audibility, as applicable, so that the
nature, content, and significance of the statement or term is reasonably
apparent to the person to whom it is disclosed.

(4) “Consumer” has the same meaning as in subsection 2451a(a) of this
title.

(5) “Merchandise” means an item of a merchant’s property that is
available for use under a rent-to-own agreement. The term does not include:

(A) real property;

(B) a mobile home, as defined in section 2601 of this title;
(C) a motor vehicle, as defined in 23 V.S.A. § 4;
(D) an assistive device, as defined in section 41c of this title; or

(E) a musical instrument intended to be used primarily in an
elementary or secondary school.

(6) “Merchant” means a person who offers, or contracts for, the use of
merchandise under a rent-to-own agreement.

(7) _“Merchant’s cost” means the documented actual cost, including
actual freight charges, of merchandise to the merchant from a wholesaler,
distributor, supplier, or manufacturer and net of any discounts, rebates, and
incentives that are vested and calculable as to a specific item of merchandise at
the time the merchant accepts delivery of the merchandise.

(8)(A) “Rent-to-own agreement” means a contract under which a
consumer agrees to pay a merchant for the right to use merchandise until:

(i) the consumer returns the merchandise to the merchant;

(ii) the merchant retakes possession of the merchandise; or

(iii) the consumer pays the total cost and acquires ownership of
the merchandise.

(B) A “rent-to-own agreement” as defined in subdivision (7)(A) of
this subsection is not:

(i) asale subject to 9A V.S.A. Article 2;
(i) a lease subject to 9A V.S.A. Article 2A;

(iii)  a security interest as defined in section 9A V.S.A.
§ 1-201(a)(35); or
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(iv) a retail installment contract or retail charge agreement as
defined in chapter 61 of this title.

(9) “Rent-to-own charge” means the difference between the total cost
and the cash price of an item of merchandise.

(10) “Total cost” means the sum of all payments, charges, fees, and
taxes that a consumer must pay to acquire ownership of merchandise under a
rent-to-own agreement. The term does not include charges for optional
services or charges due only upon the occurrence of a contingency specified in

the agreement.
(b) General requirements.

(1) Prior to execution, a merchant shall give a consumer the opportunity
to review a written copy of a rent-to-own agreement that includes all of the
information required by this section for each item of merchandise covered by
the agreement and shall not refuse a consumer’s reasonable request to review
the agreement with a third party, either inside the merchant’s place of business
or at another location.

(2) A disclosure required by this section shall be clear and conspicuous.

(3) In an advertisement or rent-to-own agreement, a merchant shall state
a numerical amount or percentage as a figure and shall print or legibly
handwrite the figure in the equivalent of 12-point type or greater.

(4) A merchant may supply information not required by this section with
the disclosures required by this section, but shall not state or place additional
information in such a way as to cause the required disclosures to be misleading
or _confusing, or to contradict, obscure, or detract attention from the required
disclosures.

(5) A merchant shall preserve an advertisement, or a digital copy of the
advertisement, for not less than two years after the date the advertisement
appeared. In the case of a radio, television, or Internet advertisement, a
merchant may preserve a copy of the script or storyboard.

(6) A merchant shall make merchandise available to all consumers on
the terms and conditions that appear in the advertisement.

(7) A rent-to-own agreement that is substantially modified, including a
change that increases the consumer’s payments or other obligations or
diminishes the consumer’s rights, shall be considered a new agreement subject
to the requirements of this chapter.

(8) For each item of merchandise available under a rent-to-own
agreement, a merchant shall keep an electronic or hard copy for a period of six
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years following the date the merchant ceases to own the merchandise:

(A) each rent-to-own agreement covering the item; and

(B) arecord that establishes the merchant’s cost for the item.

(9) A rent-to-own agreement executed by a merchant doing business in
Vermont and a resident of Vermont shall be governed by Vermont law.

(10) If a rent-to-own agreement includes a provision requiring mediation
or arbitration in the event of a dispute, the mediation or arbitration shall occur
within Vermont.

(c) Cash price; total cost; maximum limits.

(1) The maximum cash price for an item of merchandise shall not
exceed:

(A) for an appliance, 1.75 times the merchant’s cost;

(B) for an item of electronics that has a merchant’s cost of less than
$150.00, 1.75 times the merchant’s cost:

(C) for an item of electronics that has a merchant’s cost of $150.00 or
more, 2.00 times the merchant’s cost:

(D) for an item of furniture or jewelry, 2.50 times the merchant’s
cost; and

(E) for anv other item, 2.00 times the merchant’s cost.

(2) The total cost for an item of merchandise shall not exceed two times
the maximum cash price for the item.

(d) Disclosures in advertising. An advertisement shall state:

(1) the cash price of the item;

(2) that the merchandise is available under a rent-to-own agreement;

(3) the amount, frequency, and total number of payments required for
ownership;

(4) the total cost for the item;
(5) the rent-to-own charge for the item; and

(6) that the consumer will not own the merchandise until the consumer
pays the total cost for ownership.

(e) Disclosures on site. In addition to the information required in
subsection (d) of this section, an advertisement at a merchant’s place of
business shall include:
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(1) whether the item is new or used;

(2) when the merchant acquired the item; and

(3) the number of times a consumer has taken possession of the item
under a rent-to-own agreement.

(f) Disclosures in rent-to-own agreement.

(1) The first page of a rent-to-own agreement shall include:

(A) a heading in bold-face type that reads: “IMPORTANT
INFORMATION ABOUT THIS RENT-TO-OWN AGREEMENT.
Do Not Sign this Agreement Before You Read It or If It Contains any Blank

Spaces”; and
(B) the following information in the following order:

(i) the name, address, and contact information of the merchant;

(ii) the name, address, and contact information of the consumer;

(iii) the date of the transaction;

(iv) a description of the merchandise sufficient to identify the
merchandise to the consumer and the merchant, including any applicable
model and identification numbers;

(v) a statement whether the merchandise is new or used, and in the
case of used merchandise, a description of the condition of, and any damage to,
the merchandise.

(2) A rent-to-own agreement shall include the following cost
disclosures, printed and grouped as indicated below, immediately preceding
the signature lines:

(1) Cash Price: 3
(2) Payments required to become owner:

$ [(weekly)(biweekly)(monthly) x  (# of payments) = $

(3) Mandatory charges, fees, and taxes required to become owner (itemize):

$

$

$

Total required taxes, fees, and charges: $

(4) Total cost: 2+3) =%

- 246 -



(5) Rent-to-Own Charge: A-1) =39

(0) Required provisions of rent-to-own agreement. A rent-to-own
agreement shall provide:

(1) a statement of payment due dates;

(2) a line-item list of any other charges or fees the consumer could be
charged or have the option of paying in the course of acquiring ownership or
during or after the term of the agreement;

(3) that the consumer will not own the merchandise until he or she
makes all of the required payments for ownership;

(4) that the consumer has the right to receive a receipt for a payment
and, upon reasonable notice, a written statement of account;

(5) who is responsible for service, maintenance, and repair of an item of
merchandise;

(6) that, except in the case of the consumer’s negligence or abuse, if the
merchant must retake possession of the merchandise for maintenance, repair,
or _service, or the item cannot be repaired, the merchant is responsible for
providing the consumer with a replacement item of equal quality and
comparable design;

(7) the maximum amount of the consumer’s liability for damage or loss
to the merchandise in the case of the consumer’s negligence or abuse;

(8) a description of a manufacturer’s warranty or other warranty on the
merchandise, which may be in a separate document furnished to the consumer;

(9) a description of any insurance required of the consumer, or a
statement that the consumer is not required to purchase insurance and a
description of any insurance purchased by the consumer;

(10) an explanation of the consumer’s options to purchase the
merchandise;

(11) an explanation of the merchant’s right to repossess the
merchandise; and

(12) an explanation of the parties’ respective rights to terminate the
agreement, and to reinstate the agreement.

(h)  Prohibited provisions of rent-to-own agreement. A rent-to-own
agreement shall not contain a provision:

(1) requiring a confession of judgment;

(2) requiring a garnishment of wages;
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(3) authorizing a merchant or its agent to enter unlawfully upon the
consumer’s premises or to commit any breach of the peace in the repossession

of property;
(4) requiring the consumer to waive any defense, counterclaim, or right

of action against the merchant or its agent in collection of payment under the
agreement or in the repossession of property; or

(5) requiring the consumer to purchase insurance from the merchant to
cover the property.

(i) _Option to purchase. Notwithstanding any other provision of this
section, at any time after the first payment a consumer who is not in violation
of a rent-to-own agreement may acquire ownership of the merchandise covered
by the agreement by paying an amount equal to the cash price of the
merchandise minus 50 percent of the value of the consumer’s previous

payments.
() _ Collections; repossession of merchandise; prohibited acts. When

attempting to collect a debt or enforce an obligation under a rent-to-own
agreement, a merchant shall not:

(1) call or visit a consumer’s workplace after a request by the consumer
or his or her employer not to do so;

(2) use profanity or any language to abuse, ridicule, or degrade a
consumer;

(3) repeatedly call, leave messages, knock on doors, or ring doorbells;

(4) ask someone, other than a spouse, to make a payment on behalf of a
consumer;

(5) obtain payment through a consumer’s bank, credit card, or other
account without authorization;

(6) speak with a consumer more than six times per week to discuss an
overdue account;

(7) engage in violence;

(8) trespass;

(9) call or visit a consumer at home or work after receiving legal notice
that the consumer has filed for bankruptcy;

(10) impersonate others;

(11) discuss a consumer’s account with anyone other than a spouse of
the consumer;
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(12) threaten unwarranted legal action; or

(13) leave a recorded message for a consumer that includes anything
other than the caller’s name, contact information, and a courteous request that
the consumer return the call.

(k) Reinstatement of agreement.

(1) A consumer who fails to make a timely payment may reinstate a
rent-to-own agreement without losing any rights or options that exist under the
agreement by paying all past-due charges, the reasonable costs of pickup,
redelivery, and any refurbishing, and any applicable late fee:

(A) within five business days of the renewal date of the agreement if
the consumer pays monthly; or

(B) within three business days of the renewal date of the agreement if
the consumer pays more frequently than monthly.

(2) If a consumer promptly returns or voluntarily surrenders
merchandise upon a merchant’s request, the consumer may reinstate a
rent-to-own agreement during a period of not less than 180 days after the date
the merchant retakes possession of the merchandise.

(3) In the case of a rent-to-own agreement that is reinstated pursuant to
this subsection, the merchant is not required to provide the consumer with the
identical item of merchandise and may provide the consumer with a
replacement item of equal quality and comparable design.

(1) Reasonable charges and fees. Any charge or fee assessed under a
rent-to-own agreement shall be reasonably related to the actual cost to the
merchant of the service or hardship for which it is charged.

(m) Prohibition on rent-to-own businesses and licensed lenders. A person
engaged in the business of selling merchandise under a rent-to-own agreement
subject to this section shall not engage in any conduct or business at the same
physical location that would require a license under 8 V.S.A. chapter 73
(licensed lenders).

(n) Enforcement; remedies; damages. A person who violates this section
commits an unfair and deceptive act in commerce in violation of section 2453
of this title.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2015.
(Committee vote: 5-0-0)
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S.115.

An act relating to expungement of convictions based on conduct that is no
longer criminal.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Benning for the Committee on Judiciary.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 13 V.S.A. § 7601 is amended to read:
§ 7601. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

* * *

(4) “Qualifying crime” means:

(A) a misdemeanor offense which is not a listed crime as defined in
subdivision 5301(7) of this title, an offense involving sexual exploitation of
children in violation of chapter 64 of this title, an offense involving violation
of a protection order in violation of section 1030 of this title, a prohibited act
as defined in section 2632 of this title, or a predicate offense;

(B) a violation of subsection 3701(a) of this title related to criminal
mischief; ef

(C) aviolation of section 2501 of this title related to grand larceny; or

(D) a violation of section 1201 of this title related to burglary,
excluding any burglary into an occupied dwelling, as defined in subdivision
1201(b)(2) of this title.

Sec. 2. 13 V.S.A. § 7602 is amended to read:

§ 7602, EXPUNGEMENT AND SEALING OF RECORD,
POSTCONVICTION; PROCEDURE

(@)(1) A person whoe-was—convicted—of-a—qualifying-erime—orqualifying
erimes-arising-out-ofthe-same-inecident-or-oceurrence may file a petition with
the Court requesting expungement or sealing of the criminal history record
related to the conviction—Fhe-State’s-Attorney—orAttorney-General-shall-be
the-respendentin-the-matter: if:

(A) the person was convicted of a qualifying crime or qualifying
crimes arising out of the same incident or occurrence; or

(B)(i) the person was convicted of:
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(1) an offense for which the underlying conduct is no longer
prohibited by law or the criminal sanctions have been repealed; or

(1) possession of a requlated drug under 18 V.S.A. chapter 84,
subchapter 1 in an amount that is no longer prohibited by law or for which
criminal sanctions have been repealed; and

(ii) at least one year has elapsed since the completion of any
sentence or supervision for the offense, whichever is later.

(2) The State’s Attorney or Attorney General shall be the respondent in
the matter.

(3) The Court shall grant the petition without hearing if the petitioner
and the respondent stipulate to the granting of the petition. The respondent
shall file the stipulation with the Court, and the Court shall issue the petitioner
a certificate and provide notice of the order in accordance with this section.

(b)(1) The Court shall grant the petition and order that the criminal history
record be expunged pursuant to section 7606 of this title if the following
conditions are met:

(A) At least 10 years have elapsed since the date on which the person
successfully completed the terms and conditions of the sentence for the
conviction, or if the person has successfully completed the terms and
conditions of an indeterminate term of probation that commenced at least
10 years previously.

(B) The person has not been convicted of a crime arising out of a new
incident or occurrence since the person was convicted for the qualifying crime.

(C) Any restitution ordered by the Court has been paid in full.

(D) The Court finds that expungement of the criminal history record
serves the interest of justice.

(E) For petitions filed pursuant to subdivision 7601(4)(D) of this title,
the Court finds that the conduct underlying the conviction under section 1201
of this title did not constitute a burglary into an occupied dwelling, as defined
in subdivision 1201(b)(2) of this title. The petitioner shall bear the burden of
establishing this fact.

(2) The Court shall grant the petition and order that all or part of the
criminal history record be sealed pursuant to section 7607 of this title if the
conditions of subdivisions (1)(A), (B), ard (C), and (E) of this subsection are
met and the Court finds that:

(A) sealing the criminal history record better serves the interest of
justice than expungement; and
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(B) the person committed the qualifying crime after reaching
19 years of age.

(c)(1) The Court shall grant the petition and order that the criminal history
record be expunged pursuant to section 7606 of this title if the following
conditions are met:

(A) At least 20 years have elapsed since the date on which the person
successfully completed the terms and conditions of the sentence for the
conviction.

(B) The person has not been convicted of a felony arising out of a
new incident or occurrence since the person was convicted of the qualifying
crime.

(C) The person has not been convicted of a misdemeanor during the
past 15 years.

(D) Any restitution ordered by the Court for any crime of which the
person has been convicted has been paid in full.

(E) After considering the particular nature of any subsequent offense,
the Court finds that expungement of the criminal history record for the
qualifying crime serves the interest of justice.

(F)_For petitions filed pursuant to subdivision 7601(4)(D) of this title,
the Court finds that the conduct underlying the conviction under section 1201
of this title did not constitute a burglary into an occupied dwelling, as defined
in subdivision 1201(b)(2) of this title. The petitioner shall bear the burden of
establishing this fact.

(2) The Court shall grant the petition and order that all or part of the
criminal history record be sealed pursuant to section 7607 of this title if the
conditions of subdivisions (1)(A), (B), (C), and (D), and (F) of this subsection
are met and the Court finds that:

(A) sealing the criminal history record better serves the interest of
justice than expungement; and

(B) the person committed the qualifying crime after reaching 19
years of age.

(d) For petitions filed pursuant to subdivision (a)(1)(B) of this section, the
Court shall grant the petition and order that the criminal history record be
expunged pursuant to section 7606 of this title if the following conditions
are met:

(1) At least one year has elapsed since the completion of any sentence or
supervision for the offense, whichever is later.
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(2) Any restitution ordered by the Court has been paid in full.

(3) The Court finds that expungement of the criminal history record
serves the interest of justice.

(e) For petitions filed pursuant to subdivision ()(1)(B)(i)(11) of this
section:

(1) The petitioner shall bear the burden of establishing that his or her
conviction was based on possessing a quantity of requlated drug that is no
longer prohibited by law or for which criminal sanctions have been repealed.

(2) There shall be a rebuttable presumption that the weight of the
requlated drug specified in the affidavit of probable cause associated with the
petitioner’s conviction was the amount possessed by the petitioner.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on passage.
(Committee vote: 4-0-1)

NEW BUSINESS
Joint Resolution for Action
J.R.S. 18.

Joint resolution providing for a Joint Assembly to vote on the retention of
four Superior Judges and two magistrates.

PENDING QUESTION: Shall the resolution be adopted?
(For text of resolution, see Senate Journal of March 12, 2015, page 206.)
NOTICE CALENDAR
Second Reading
Favorable with Recommendation of Amendment
S.41.

An act relating to developing a strategy for evaluating the effectiveness of
individual tax expenditures.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Sirotkin for the Committee on Finance.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:
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Sec. 1. EVALUATION OF TAX EXPENDITURES

(a) The Joint Fiscal Office shall, in consultation with an organization or
organizations with experience in the evaluation of tax expenditures, develop a
strateqy to evaluate the effectiveness of each Vermont tax expenditure in the
report required by 32 V.S.A. 8§ 312. The Joint Fiscal Office shall consider the
experiences of other states and shall propose a strategy that identifies but is not
limited to:

(1) an appropriate schedule and approach for evaluating tax
expenditures;

(2) specific metrics for different tax expenditures based on the statutory
purposes;

(3) sources of data and economic models, if any, that are matched to the
identified metrics; and

(4) the composition and mandate of an appropriate body, if other than
the General Assembly, to consider the effectiveness of tax expenditures.

(b) The Joint Fiscal Office shall present its findings and recommendations
as well as an example of a Vermont tax expenditure evaluation to the Senate
Committee on Finance and the House Committee on Ways and Means by
January 15, 2016. The Joint Fiscal Office shall, in addition to consulting with
outside organizations, have the assistance of the Department of Taxes and the
Office of Legislative Council.

Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on passage.
(Committee vote: 7-0-0)

S. 66.
An act relating to persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
Pollina for the Committee on Government Operations.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. FINDINGS
The General Assembly finds that:

(1) Development of early and effective lanquage and communication is
fundamental to the educational growth of all children. Language and
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communication skills are essential to literacy, academic success, workforce
productivity, and civic contribution.

(2) Nationally, an academic achievement gap persists between children
who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing and their peers who are not deaf,
DeafBlind, or hard of hearing.

(3) _Although children who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing
represent approximately one percent of U.S. students with disabilities, and a
smaller percentage of U.S. children overall, the needs of children who are deaf,
DeafBlind, or hard of hearing are unique and diverse, as evidenced by the

following:

(A) Children who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing have
varying degrees of hearing loss and may be identified at birth or much later.

(B) Children who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing use a
variety of communication and language modes alone or in combination. The
preferred mode or modes of a given child do not necessarily correspond with
his or her degree of hearing loss, and family decisions about communication
for a child may be fluid during the course of the child’s development.

(C) Children who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing may be at
risk of social isolation both at school and in their communities. Most children
who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing in the United States are born to
parents who are not deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing. Because of the small
number of children who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing, a child may be
the only child who is deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing at his or her school.

(D) Many children who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing have
secondary or coexisting conditions that impact their educational needs.

(4) Although federal law requires that schools consider the language and
communication needs of children who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing
who qualify for individualized education programs (IEPs), the states are
generally responsible for ensuring that federal requirements are carried out and
otherwise ensuring that the unique language and communication needs of
children who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing are met. States have
addressed these concerns in a variety of ways, including by developing
communication plans and state plans and by passing bills of rights for children
who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing.

(5) The Vermont Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing closed in
September 2014. Prior to its closing, the Center provided comprehensive and
statewide educational, social, and support services to children, youth, and
adults who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing. These services included
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the Austine School for the Deaf, which closed in June 2014; several regional
classrooms; consultant services for mainstreamed students; a parent-infant
program; a family mentoring program; adult services; and numerous other
support options. While efforts are underway to replace at least some of the
discontinued services, it remains unclear whether the educational needs of
children and other persons in the State who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of
hearing are currently being met.

Sec. 2. 33 V.S.A. chapter 16 is added to read:

CHAPTER 16. TASK FORCE ON PERSONS WHO ARE DEAF,
DEAFBLIND, OR HARD OF HEARING

§ 1601. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

(1) “Communication or language mode” means one or a combination of
the following systems or methods of communication available to children who
are _deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing: American Sign Language;
English-based manual or sign systems; oral, aural, speech-based training;
spoken and written English, including speech reading or lip reading; and
communication with an assistive technology device to facilitate language and

learning.
(2) “Deaf” means having a severe or complete absence of auditory

sensitivity that impairs processing of linquistic information through hearing,
with or without amplification.

(3) “DeafBlind” means having concomitant hearing and visual
impairments.

(4) “Hard of hearing” means having some absence of auditory
sensitivity with residual hearing, whether permanent or fluctuating.

8 1602. TASK FORCE ON PERSONS WHO ARE DEAF, DEAFBLIND, OR
HARD OF HEARING

(a) Creation; purpose. There is created a Task Force on Persons Who are
Deaf, DeafBlind, or Hard of Hearing to assess and make recommendations
concerning educational services, resources, and opportunities for children
within the State who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing and their families
and to provide advice and oversight on matters of policy and administration of
programs for persons who deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing.

(b) Membership. The Task Force shall consist of the following members:

(1) nine members of the public, appointed by the Governor in a manner
that ensures geographically diverse membership while recognizing the
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concentration of persons who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing residing
near the former VVermont Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, including:

(A) four members who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing,
provided that if a member represents an organization for persons who are deaf,
DeafBlind, or hard of hearing, no other member on the Task Force shall also
represent that organization;

(B) two members who are each a parent or quardian of a child who is
deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing;

(C) two members who serve persons who are deaf, DeafBlind, or
hard of hearing in a professional capacity, provided that these members do not
represent the same organization; and

(D) one member recommended by the Vermont Association for the

Deaf;

(2) the Senior Counselor for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing in the
Department of Disabilities, Aging and Independent Living’s Division of
Vocational Rehabilitation or designee;

(3) the Secretary of Education or designee;

(4) the Secretary of Human Services or designee;

(5) a professional Deaf education specialist who understands all
communication and language modes, appointed by the Governor;

(6) a superintendent, selected by the Vermont Superintendents
Association; and

(7) a special education administrator, selected by the Vermont Council
of Special Education Administrators.

(c) Powers and duties.

(1) The Task Force shall assess the educational services, resources, and
opportunities for children in the State who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of
hearing. It shall make recommendations to the General Assembly, the
Governor, and the Agencies of Education and of Human Services with the goal
of ensuring that each child is afforded:

(A) the same educational rights as children who are not deaf,
DeafBlind, or hard of hearing, including full communication and language
access in all educational environments and provision of qualified teachers,
interpreters, and paraprofessionals;

(B) appropriate and ongoing educational opportunities that recognize
each child’s unique learning needs, provide access to a sufficient number of
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communication or language mode peers, and include exposure to adult role
models who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing; and

(C) adequate family supports that promote both early development of
communication skills and informed participation by parents and guardians in
the education of their children.

(2) The Task Force shall advise the General Assembly, the Governor,
and the Agencies of Education and of Human Services with respect to policy
development and program administration for persons who are deaf, DeafBlind,
or hard of hearing. In furtherance of this duty, the Task Force may:

(A) conduct studies concerning the needs of and opportunities for
persons within the State who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing and their
families;

(B) evaluate the adequacy and systemic coordination of existing
services and resources for persons throughout the State who are deaf,
DeafBlind, or hard of hearing and their families;

(C) review existing and proposed legislation and rules pertaining to
persons who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing and advise the General
Assembly, the Governor, and the Agencies of Education and of Human
Services regarding revisions, coordination, services, and appropriations;

(D) examine delivery models in other states in order to evaluate the
adequacy and systemic coordination of existing services and resources for
persons throughout the State who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing;

(E) encourage and foster local community action on behalf of persons
who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing;

(F) publicize its findings; and

(G) carry out specific projects assigned by the General Assembly or
Governor.

(3) The Task Force shall oversee and monitor the qualification of
interpreters for persons who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing practicing
in the State, including the certification of sign lanquage interpreters.

(d) Assistance. The Task Force shall have the administrative, technical,
and legal assistance of the Department of Disabilities, Aging and Independent
Living (DAIL). The Task Force and DAIL may consult with the Agency of
Education and with national experts on education of persons who are deaf,
DeafBlind, or hard of hearing as necessary to fulfill their obligations under this
section.
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() Reports. On or before January 15 of each year, notwithstanding
2 V.S.A. 8 20(d), the Task Force shall submit a written report to the Senate and
House Committees on Education, the Senate Committee on Health and
Welfare, the House Committee on Human Services, the Governor, and the
Agencies of Education and of Human Services with its findings pursuant to
activities carried out under subsection (c) of this section and recommendations
for administrative and legislative action.

(f)_Appointments; meetings.

(1) The Senior Counselor for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing in DAIL’s
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation or designee shall convene the first
meeting of the Task Force on or before July 1, 2015 and shall select
interpretive services for the meeting if a member so requests.

(2) At its first meeting, the Task Force shall elect a chair and vice chair.

(3) The Chair shall select interpretive services for any Task Force
meeting if a member so requests.

(9) Reimbursement.

(1)  Members of the Task Force who are not State employees or
otherwise compensated or reimbursed for their attendance shall be entitled to
per diem compensation and reimbursement of expenses pursuant to 32 V.S.A.
81010, payable by DAIL.

(2) DAIL shall pay for interpretive services necessary to conduct all
Task Force meetings.

Sec. 3. REPORT; ADDITIONAL POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE TASK
FORCE ON PERSONS WHO ARE DEAF, DEAFBLIND, OR
HARD OF HEARING

On or before January 15, 2016, the Task Force on Persons Who are Deaf,
DeafBlind, or Hard of Hearing shall submit a written report to the Senate and
House Committees on Education, the Senate Committee on Health and
Welfare, the House Committee on Human Services, the Governor, and the
Aqgencies of Education and of Human Services. The report shall include the

following:
(1) A comprehensive assessment of the educational services and

resources presently available to children in the State who are deaf, DeafBlind,
or hard of hearing and their families, including:

(A) identification of all losses of or reductions in services and
resources arising from the closures of the Austine School for the Deaf and the
Vermont Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing;
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(B) evaluation of the adequacy of existing services and resources,
including, if appropriate, determination of whether these services and resources
are accessible statewide, offer adequate family supports, and provide adequate
opportunities for direct contact with communication or language mode

peers; and

(C) evaluation of the need for services and resources not currently
available, adequate, or accessible.

(2) A proposal to restore and expand educational opportunities for
children in the State who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing and their
families that:

(A) ensures that the quality of services available prior to the closings
of the Austine School for the Deaf and the Vermont Center for the Deaf and
Hard of Hearing is maintained;

(B) assesses the risks and benefits of educating children who are deaf,
DeafBlind, or hard of hearing at a mainstream school, including impacts on
academic achievement, extracurricular involvement, and social integration;

(C)  addresses the desirability and feasibility of establishing a
centralized school for children who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of

hearing; and

(D) recommends alternative methods of ensuring that children in the
State who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing are not socially isolated and
have adequate opportunities for direct contact with language or communication

mode peers.

(3) An evaluation of 16 V.S.A. § 3823 (the Austine School; financing)
and 2013 Acts and Resolves No. 45 (an act relating to the Austine School) that:

(A) assesses whether the General Assembly should waive or
otherwise alter the Vermont Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing’s
obligation under 16 V.S.A. § 3823(c), as modified by 2013 Acts and Resolves
No. 45, to repay capital appropriations made to or for the benefit the Austine
School from the proceeds of certain sales of the Center’s real property; and

(B) evaluates the adequacy of the service plan developed by the
Secretary of Education pursuant to 2013 Acts and Resolves No. 45.

(4) A recommendation regarding whether the General Assembly should
adopt a Bill of Rights specific to persons who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of

hearing.
(5) Recommendations regarding the need for and potential structure of a
State agency division or other staffed entity responsible for overseeing
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concerns of persons who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing and their
families, including recommendations regarding what supports are necessary to
ensure that this entity is fully functional.

(6) An _assessment of whether paraprofessionals who provide
instructional support in public schools to students who are deaf, DeafBlind, or
hard of hearing are sufficiently qualified and receive adequate training.

(7) _An assessment of and recommendations regarding the needs of
persons in Vermont who are DeafBlind, including the needs of children who
are DeafBlind.

Sec. 4. 16 V.S.A. § 2955a is added to read:
§ 2955a. DATA REPORTING:; STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

The Agency of Education shall post on its website the data it submits to the
U.S. Secretary of Education pursuant to 20 U.S.C. 8§ 1418 (data collection and
reporting requirements concerning students with disabilities) within one month
of the date of submission. To the extent permitted under 20 U.S.C. § 1232¢g
(family educational and privacy rights), and any regulations adopted
thereunder, and in a manner that protects sensitive, personally identifiable, or
confidential information, the Agency’s posting shall disaggregate all data
pertaining to children who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing.

Sec. 5. 1 V.S.A. chapter 5, subchapter 5 is amended to read:

Subchapter 5. Interpreters for Judicial, Administrative, and
Legislative Proceedings

8 331. DEFINITIONS
As used in this subchapter:

(1) “Person who is deaf or hard of hearing” means any person, including
a person who is DeafBlind, who has such difficulty hearing, even with
amplification, that he or she cannot rely on hearing for communication.

(2) “Proceeding” means any judicial proceeding, contested case under
3 V.S.A. chapter 25, or other hearing before an administrative agency not
included under 3 V.S.A. chapter 25.

(3) “Qualified interpreter” means an interpreter for a person who is deaf
or hard of hearing, including a person who is DeafBlind, who meets standards
of competency established by the national or Vermont Registry of Interpreters
for the Deaf as amended, by rule, by the Merment-Commission-of-the Deafand
Hard-of Hearing Task Force on Persons Who are Deaf, DeafBlind, or Hard of

Hearing.
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8 336. RULES; INFORMATION; LIST OF INTERPRETERS
(a) The Vermont Commission of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing shall Task

Force on Persons Who are Deaf, DeafBlind, or Hard of Hearing may, by rule,
establish factors to be considered by the presiding officer under section 333 of
this title before appointing an interpreter who is not a qualified interpreter.
Such factors shall encourage the widest availability of interpreters in Vermont
while at the same time ensuring that the interpreter:

(1) is able to communicate readily with the person who is deaf,
DeafBlind, or hard of hearing;

(2) is able to interpret accurately statements or communications by the
person who is deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing;

(3) is able to interpret the proceedings to the person who is deaf,
DeafBlind, or hard of hearing;

(4) shall maintain confidentiality;
(5) shall be impartial with respect to the outcome of the proceeding;

(6) shall not exert any influence over the person who is deaf, DeafBlind
or hard of hearing; and

(7) shall not accept assignments the interpreter does not feel competent
to handle.

(b) Rules established by the \erment-Commission-of-the-Deaf-and-Hard-of
Hearing Task Force on Persons Who are Deaf, DeafBlind, or Hard of Hearing
pursuant to subdivision 331(3) of this title amending the standards of
competency established by the national or Vermont Registry of the Deaf shall
be limited to the factors set forth in subsection (a) of this section.

(c) The Vermont Commission of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing shall Task
Force on Persons Who are Deaf, DeafBlind, or Hard of Hearing may prepare
an explanation of the provisions of this subchapter which shall may be
distributed to all State agencies and courts.

* k%

Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on passage.

And that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read:
An act relating to persons who are deaf, DeafBlind, or hard of hearing.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)
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S. 93.
An act relating to disclosure of lobbying advertisements.

Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
White for the Committee on Government Operations.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. FINDINGS

(a) The effective public disclosure of the identity and extent of the efforts
of registered lobbyists, lobbying firms, and lobbyist employers to influence
Vermont’s legislators and administration officials during the legislative session
will increase public confidence in the integrity of the governmental process.

(b) Responsible representative government requires public awareness of the
efforts of registered lobbyists, lobbying firms, and lobbyist employers to
influence the public decision-making process in both the Legislative and
Executive Branches of Vermont’s government.

(c) Requiring registered lobbyists, lobbying firms, and lobbyist employers
to report significant advertising campaigns that are intended, designed, or
calculated, directly or indirectly, to influence legislative or administrative
action enables the public, legislators, and administrative officials to evaluate
better the pressures and content of the message when considering that action.

(d) The lack of detail in current required lobbying disclosure filings does
not provide the public, legislators, and administrative officials with enough
relevant information about who is attempting to influence the legislative and
administrative process through advertising, and the timing of current required
lobbying disclosure filings prevents the public, legislators, and administrative
officials from evaluating the pressures and content of lobbying advertising at
the time public policy is being debated.

(e) Requiring registered lobbyists, lobbying firms, and lobbyist employers
to _designate clearly the name of the lobbyist, lobbying firm, or lobbyist
employer paying for an advertisement within the advertisement allows the
public, legislators, and administrative officials to determine who is attempting
to influence the legislative and administrative process through advertising, to
evaluate the pressures and content of lobbying advertising at the time when
public policy is being debated, to trace coordinated advertising buys, and to
track such spending over time.
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Sec. 2. 2 V.S.A. 8§ 264c is added to read:

8 264c. IDENTIFICATION IN AND REPORT OF CERTAIN LOBBYING
ADVERTISEMENTS

(a) Identification.

(1) An advertisement that is intended, designed, or calculated, directly
or indirectly, to influence legislative or administrative action and made at any
time prior to final adjournment of a biennial or adjourned legislative session
shall contain the name of any lobbyist, lobbying firm, or lobbyist employer
that made an expenditure for the advertisement and language that the
advertisement was paid for, or paid in part, by the lobbyist, lobbying firm, or
lobbyist employer; provided, however, that if there are more than three such
names, only the three lobbyists, lobbying firms, or lobbyist employers that
made the largest expenditures for the advertisement shall be required to be
identified.

(2) This identification information shall appear prominently and in a
manner such that a reasonable person would clearly understand by whom the
expenditure has been made.

(b) Report.

(1) In addition to any other reports required to be filed under this
chapter, a lobbyist, lobbying firm, or lobbyist employer shall file an
advertisement report with the Secretary of State if he, she, or it makes an
expenditure or expenditures:

(A) for any advertisement that is described in subsection (a) of this
section and that has a cost totaling $1,000.00 or more; or

(B) for any advertising campaign that contains advertisements
described in subsection (a) of this section and that has a cost totaling $1,000.00
or more.

(2) The report shall be made for each advertisement or advertising
campaign described in subdivision (1) of this subsection and shall identify the
lobbyist, lobbying firm, or lobbyist employer that made the expenditure; the
amount and date of the expenditure and to whom it was paid; and a brief
description of the advertisement or advertising campaign.

(3) The report shall be filed within 48 hours of the expenditure or the
advertisement or advertising campaign, whichever occurs first.

(c) Definitions. As used in this section:

(1) “Advertisement” means any form of advertising, including
television, radio, print, and electronic media.
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(2) “Advertising campaign” means advertisements substantially similar
in nature, regardless of the media in which they are placed.

Sec. 3. 2 V.S.A. § 264 is amended to read:

§ 264. REPORTS OF EXPENDITURES, COMPENSATION, AND GIFTS;
EMPLOYERS; LOBBYISTS

(@) Every employer and every lobbyist registered or required to be
registered under this chapter shall file disclosure reports with the Secretary of
State as follows:

(1) on or before January 15, for the preceding period beginning on
July 1 and ending with December 31;

(2) on or before February 15, for the preceding period beginning on
January 1 and ending with January 31;

(3) on or before March 15, for the preceding period beginning on
February 1 and ending with the last day of February;

(4) on or before April 25 15, for the preceding period beginning on
Jandary-+ March 1 and ending with March 31; and

2)}(5) on or before July 25 15, for the preceding period beginning on
April 1 and ending with June 30;

[Repealed.]

Sec. 4. 2 VV.S.A. § 265 is amended to read:

§ 265. PUBLIC ACCESS; REGISTRATION STATEMENTS; REPORTS
SUBMISSION OF AND ACCESS TO LOBBYING DISCLOSURES




(a) The Secretary of State shall provide on his or her website an online

database of the lobbying disclosures required under this chapter.

(1) In this database, the Secretary shall provide digital access to each
form he or she shall provide to enable a person to file the statements or reports
required under this chapter. Digital access shall enable such a person to file
these lobbying disclosures by completing and submitting the disclosure to the
Secretary of State online.

(2) The Secretary shall maintain on the online database all disclosures
that have been filed digitally on it so that any person may have direct
machine-readable electronic access to the individual data elements in each
disclosure and the ability to search those data elements as soon as a disclosure
is filed.

(b) Any person required to file a disclosure with the Secretary of State
under this chapter shall sign it, declare that it is made under the penalties of
perjury, and file it digitally on the online database.

Sec. 5. 2 V.S.A. § 267 is amended to read:

under-the-penalties-of perfury- [Repealed.]
Sec. 6. TRANSITIONAL PROVISION; SECRETARY OF STATE;
MAINTENANCE OF PRIOR LOBBYING DISCLOSURES

(a) The Secretary of State shall maintain copies of the lobbying reports and
registration statements filed with him or her on paper prior to the effective date
of this act and the separate report of gifts to legislators and administrative
officials he or she compiled under the provisions of 2 V.S.A. 8 265 in effect
prior to the effective date of this act, and shall make those disclosures available
for public inspection during ordinary business hours.

(b) On January 1 of each odd-numbered year, the Secretary may discard the
disclosures described in subsection (a) of this section that he or she has
maintained for a period of at least four years.
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Sec. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2015.
And that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read:

An act relating to lobbying disclosures
(Committee vote: 5-0-0)
CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS FOR ACTION

S.C.R. 5-12 (For text of Resolutions, see Addendum to Senate Calendar for
March 12, 2015)

H.C.R. 60-67 (For text of Resolutions, see Addendum to House Calendar for
March 12, 2015)

CONFIRMATIONS

The following appointments will be considered by the Senate, as a group,
under suspension of the Rules, as moved by the President pro tempore, for
confirmation together and without debate, by consent thereby given by the
Senate. However, upon request of any senator, any appointment may be
singled out and acted upon separately by the Senate, with consideration given
to the report of the Committee to which the appointment was referred, and with
full debate; and further, all appointments for the positions of Secretaries of
Agencies, Commissioners of Departments, Judges, Magistrates, and members
of the Public Service Board shall be fully and separately acted upon.

Robert Ide of Peacham — Commissioner, Department of Motor Vehicles —
By Sen. Kitchel for the Committee on Transportation. (3/12/15)

Sue Minter of Waterbury Center — Secretary, Agency of Transportation —
By Sen. Westman for the Committee on Transportation. (3/13/15)

Nancy Waples of Hinesburg — Superior Court Judge — Sen. Ashe for the
Committee on Judiciary. (3/13/15)

William Hoser of Chester — Member of the Vermont Board of Medical
Practice — By Sen. McCormack for the Committee on Health and Welfare.
(3/13/15)

Sarah Flynn of Burlington — Member of the Community High School of
Vermont Board — By Sen. Zuckerman for the Committee on Education.
(3/13/15)

Churchill Hindes of Colchester — Member, Vermont State Colleges Board
of Trustees — By Sen. Zuckerman for the Committee on Education. (3/13/15)
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Michael Pieciak of Winooski — Member, Vermont State Colleges Board of
Trustees — By Sen. Zuckerman for the Committee on Education. (3/13/15)

Patricia Boucher of Enosburg Falls — Member of the Parole Board — Sen.
McAllister for the Committee on Institutions. (3/17/15)

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Tuesday, March 17, 2015 — Room 11 — 5:30 P.M. — 7:30 P.M. — Re:
Consolidation of Call Centers - PSAPS - Senate and House Committees on
Government Operations.

Tuesday, March 24, 2015 — Room 11 — 6:00 P.M. — 8:00 P.M. — Re:
Renewable Energy Siting — Jt. Mtg. Senate and House Committees on Natural
Resources and Energy.

REPORTS ON FILE

Reports 2015

Pursuant to the provisions of 2 V.S.A. §20(c), one (1) hard copy of the
following report is on file in the office of the Secretary of the Senate.
Effective January 2010, pursuant to Act No. 192, Adj. Sess. (2008) §5.005(g)
some reports will automatically be sent by electronic copy only and can be
found on the State of Vermont Legislative webpage.

1. Working Lands Enterprise Initiative Annual Report: Fiscal Year 2014.
(Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets) (March 2015)

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

CROSSOVER DEADLINES

The Senate Rules Committee established the following Crossover
deadlines:

(1) All Senate bills must be reported out of the last committee of reference
(including the Committees on Appropriations and Finance, except as provided
below in (2) and the exceptions listed below) on or before Friday, March 13,
2015, and filed with the Secretary of the Senate so that they may be placed on
the Calendar for Notice the next legislative day.

(2) All Senate bills referred pursuant to Senate Rule 31 to the Committees
on Appropriations and Finance must be reported out by the last of those
committees on or before Friday, March 20, 2015, and filed with the Secretary
of the Senate so that they may be placed on the Calendar for Notice the next
legislative day.
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These deadlines may be waived for any bill or committee only with the
consent of the Committee on Rules.

Note: Pursuant to Senate Rule 44A, the Senate will not act on House bills
that do not meet these crossover deadlines, without the consent of the Senate
Rules Committee.

Exceptions to the foregoing deadlines include the major money bills

(Appropriations “Big Bill”’, Transportation Spending Bill, Capital
Construction Bill, and Miscellaneous Tax Bill).
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