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ORDERS OF THE DAY

ACTION CALENDAR
Third Reading
H. 870
An act relating to telecommunications
Amendment to be offered by Rep. Turner of Milton to H. 870

First: By striking out Sec. 5, concerning a five-year, one-half of one
percent increase to the Universal Service Fund rate of charge, in its entirety

Second: By striking out Sec. 6, concerning the allocation of funds from the
USF rate increase to the Connectivity Initiative, in its entirety

J.R.H. 26

Joint resolution relating to the amendment of the federal Toxic Substances
Control Act and its preemption provisions

S.190

An act relating to maintaining prescription drugs outside the original
prescription container

Senate Proposal of Amendment
H. 458

An act relating to automatic voter registration through motor vehicle driver’s
license applications

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 17 V.S.A. § 2145a is amended to read:

§ 2145a. REGISTRATIONS AT THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR
VEHICLES

(a) An application for, or renewal of, a motor vehicle driver’s license or
nondriver identification card shall serve as a simultaneous application to

register to vote unless the applicant deelines—te—sign—the—voter—registration
portion-of-the-apphication checks the box on the application designating that he

or she declines to use the application as a voter registration application.

(b)(1) Fhe-voterregistration-portion-ofthe A motor vehicle driver’s license

or_nondriver identification card application shall provide and request the
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following information required—te—be—provided—under—section—2145—ofthis
chapter and shall be in the form approved by the Secretary of State:

(A) The applicant’s citizenship.

(B) The applicant’s place and date of birth.

(C) The applicant’s town of legal residence.

(D) The applicant’s street address or a description of the physical
location of the applicant’s residence. The description must contain sufficient
information so that the town clerk can determine whether the applicant is a
resident of the town.

(E) The voter’s oath.
(F) The applicant’s e-mail address, which shall be optional to

provide.

(2) A motor vehicle driver’s license or nondriver identification card
application shall provide the following statements:

(A) “By signing and submitting this application, you are authorizing
the Department of Motor Vehicles to transmit this application to the Secretary
of State for voter registration purposes. YOU MAY DECLINE TO
REGISTER. Both the office through which you submit this application and
your decision of whether or not to register will remain confidential and will be
used for voter registration purposes only.”

(B) “In order to be registered to vote, you must: (1) be a U.S. citizen;
(2) be a resident of Vermont; (3) have taken the voter’s oath; and (4) be
18 years of age or older. Any person meeting the requirements of (1)—(3) who
will be 18 years of age on or before the date of a general election may register
and vote in the primary election immediately preceding that general election.
Failure to decline to register is an attestation that you meet the requirements
to vote.”

(3) A motor vehicle driver’s license or nondriver identification card
application shall provide the penalties provided by law for submission of a
false voter registration application and shall require the signature of the
applicant, under penalty of perjury.

* k% %

(d)(@) The Department of Motor Vehicles shall transmit veter—registration
motor vehicle driver’s license and nondriver identification card applications
received under this section to the Secretary of State not later than five days
after the date the application was accepted by the Department, or before the
date of any primary or general election, whichever is sooner.
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(2) The Department of Motor Vehicles shall not transmit motor vehicle
driver’s license and nondriver identification card applications when the
applicant has designated that he or she declines to be registered.

(3) The Department of Motor Vehicles shall ensure confidentiality of
records as required by subdivision (b)(2)(A) of this section.

* kx *

(f) _In transmitting applications received under this section, the Secretary
shall ensure compliance with the requirements of 15 V.S.A. chapter 21,

subchapter 3.

(a) If a person who is ineligible to vote becomes registered to vote pursuant
to this section in the absence of a violation of subsection 2145(f) of this
chapter, that person’s registration shall be presumed to have been effected with
official authorization and not the fault of that person.

(h) The Secretary shall take appropriate measures to educate the public
about voter registration under this section.

Sec. 2. 17 V.S.A. § 2145 is amended to read:
§ 2145. APPLICATION FORMS

(&) The voter registration application shall be in the form approved by the
Federal Election Commission or by the Secretary of State. The application
form approved by the Secretary shall include:

* * *

(2) The voter’s oath &Hd—a—spae%fer—a—lﬁseﬂ—&dfm&tsﬁm-g—ﬂ&%veter—s

* * *

(4) The following statements:

(A) It you were provided with this form when you applied for, or
renewed;,—a—motor—vehiele—driver’s—ticense—or—were provided with this

application form by a voter registration agency, you may decline to register. If
you decline to register, your failure to register will remain confidential and will
be used only for voter registration purposes.”

(E) “If you are submlttlng this application #-connection-with-a-moter

through a voter registration

agency, the office through which you submltted this appllcatlon will remain
confidential and will be used only for voter registration purposes.’
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V@tﬁh&s—ts—pfeetlye&sabmmed—a&aﬁphea&e&feﬁeg%aﬁma— |Re9ealed |

* X *

(F) A person who makes a false statement in completing a voter registration
application form or the voter registration portion of an application for a motor
vehicle driver’s license or nondriver identification card knowing the statement
to be false shall be subject to the penalties of perjury as provided in 13 V.S.A.
§ 2901, except that a person who is not eligible to reqgister to vote and who
otherwise completes the application accurately shall not be considered to have
made a false statement under this subsection by his or her unintentional failure
to decline to register on a motor vehicle driver’s license or nondriver
identification card application under section 2145a of this chapter.

* X *

Sec. 3. 17 V.S.A. § 2124 is amended to read:

§ 2124. VOTER’S OATH OR AFFIRMATION; HOW ADMINISTERED;
APPLICATION

[Repealed.]
(c) Ata minimum, the town clerk shall keep the completed applications for

addition to the checklist, or an electronic copy thereof, through the end of the
general election cycle that follows the one in which the application was

recelved +f—the—wntten4reﬂﬂeaﬂen—that—a—peesen—has—taken—the—eath—e¥

Wlth—theepplwatlee The town clerk shaII verlfy, upon request that a voter has
been given the oath or affirmation.

Sec. 4. 17 V.S.A. § 2144a is amended to read:
§ 2144a. REGISTRATION

A person who desires to register to vote may apply in any of the following
ways:

(1) Simultaneously with his or her application for, or renewal of, a
motor vehicle driver’s license or nondriver identification card as provided in
section 2145a of this chapter.
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* * *

Sec. 5. 23 V.S.A. §603(a)(4) is added to read:

(4) Any new or renewal application form shall provide for and request
the information required in 17 V.S.A. § 2145a.

Sec. 6. 1V.S.A. 8§ 317(c) is amended to read:

(c) The following public records are exempt from public inspection and
copying:

* kx *

(31) Records of a registered voter’s month and day of birth, motor
vehicle operator’s license number, and the last four digits of the applicant’s
Social Security number contained in an application to the statewide voter
checklist or the statewide voter checklist established under 17 V.S.A. § 2154 or
the failure to register to vote under 17 V.S.A. § 2145a.

* kx *

Sec. 7. SECRETARY OF STATE; STUDY

The Secretary of State shall consult with the Office of the Attorney General
to examine ways in which to register persons 16 years of age who will be 18
years of age on or before the next general election. The Secretary of State
shall issue a report to the Senate and House Committees on Government
Operations on or before January 15, 2017.

Sec. 7a. 17 V.S.A. § 2546a is added to read:

8§ 2546a. DAY PRECEDING ELECTION; DEPOSIT OF EARLY VOTER
ABSENTEE BALLOTS IN VOTE TABULATOR

(a) Generally. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, if a
town will be using a vote tabulator for the registering and counting of votes in
the upcoming election and will check in early voter absentee ballots in
accordance with subsection 2546(a) of this chapter for that election, the board
of civil authority may vote to permit elections officials to deposit those early
voter absentee ballots into the vote tabulator in accordance with the provisions
of this section. This depositing of these ballots shall take place at the town
clerk’s office on the day preceding the election.

(b) Notice.

(1) If a board of civil authority votes to deposit ballots as described in
subsection (a) of this section, the town clerk shall post notice that ballots will
be so deposited in at least two public places in the municipality and in or near
the town clerk’s office not less than 30 nor more than 40 days before the
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election. If a municipality has more than one polling place and the polling
places are not all in the same building, the notice shall be posted in at least two
public places within each voting district and in or near the town clerk’s office.

(2) In addition, at least five days before the day preceding the election,
the notice shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the
municipality and on the municipality’s website, if the municipality actively
updates its website on a reqular basis.

(3) The notice shall include the date and time for the count, inspection,
and depositing of the ballots and the location of the town clerk’s office.

(c) Officials. The town clerk and at least two other election officials, from
different political parties to the extent practicable, shall be present for the
inspection of the sealed certificate envelopes and the processing of the ballots
described in this section.

(d) Count and inspection. On the day preceding the election, at least one
hour prior to depositing the ballots in the vote tabulator, the town clerk and the
election officials shall:

(1) first open the secure container marked ‘“checked in early voter
absentee ballots,” count the sealed certificate envelopes containing those
ballots, and record the number counted; and

(2) permit these sealed certificate envelopes to be inspected by members
of the public.

(e) Processing.

(1) Immediately after the expiration of the period for the count and
inspection described in subsection (d) of this section, the town clerk and
election officials shall open each sealed certificate envelope containing an
early voter absentee ballot and deposit each ballot into a vote tabulator.

(2) The town clerk and the election officials shall ensure that all
procedures for handling ballots are followed to the fullest extent practicable.

(3) At the end of the processing, the town clerk shall verify that the vote
tabulator’s memory card is locked in place and shall sign a statement verifying
how many early voter absentee ballots were counted by the vote tabulator and
that the memory card is so locked. The town clerk shall compare the vote
tabulator’s number of counted ballots to the original count of those ballots
described in subsection (d) of this section.

(f) Security. The town clerk shall otherwise comply with all provisions of
this title relating to the security of the vote tabulator.
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(q) Election day. On the day of the election, when the vote tabulator is
turned on at the polling place, the town clerk shall verify that the number of
ballots that the vote tabulator displays as having been counted matches the
number that the town clerk verified the tabulator counted on the preceding day.

(h) Rules. The Secretary of State may adopt rules to implement the
provisions of this section.

Sec. 8. EFFECTIVE DATES

(2) This section and Sec. 7 (secretary of state study) shall take effect on
passage.

(b) Sec.7a, 17 V.S.A. 8§ 25464, shall take effect on January 1, 2017.
(c) The remainder of the act shall take effect on July 1, 2017.
(For text see House Journal February 26, 2016, March 8, 2016 )
H. 517
An act relating to the classification of State waters

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill as follows:

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill in Sec. 1, 10 V.S.A.
8 1252, in subsection (a), after “Class B(1): Waters in which one or more uses
are of” and before “higher quality than Class B(2) waters” by inserting
demonstrably and consistently

(For text see House Journal March 9, 2016 )
NOTICE CALENDAR
Favorable with Amendment
S. 189

An act relating to foster parents’ rights and protections

Rep. Haas of Rochester, for the Committee on Human Services,
recommends that the House propose to the Senate that the bill be amended as
follows:

First: In Sec. 1, in subsection (b), by striking “eight” before “members” and
inserting “nine” in lieu thereof

Second: In Sec. 1, in subsection (b), by inserting a new subdivision (6)
after subdivision (5) to read as follows:

(6) a person previously in foster care in Vermont, appointed by the
Governor;
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and by renumbering the remaining subdivisions to be numerically correct
(Committee vote: 11-0-0)
(For text see Senate Journal March 18, 2016 )
Favorable
H. 882

An act relating to approval of amendments to the charter of the City of
Burlington

Rep. Cole of Burlington, for the Committee on Government Operations,
recommends the bill ought to pass.

( Committee Vote: 10-0-1)
S. 176

An act relating to disclosure of compliance with accessibility standards in
the sale of residential construction

Rep. Savage of Swanton, for the Committee on General, Housing &
Military Affairs, recommends that the bill ought to pass in concurrence.

(Committee Vote: 7-0-1)
(For text see Senate Journal March 16, 2016 )
Senate Proposal of Amendment
H. 530
An act relating to categorization of State contracts for service

The Senate proposes to the House to amend the bill by striking all after the
enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 3V.S.A. § 311 is amended to read:
§ 311. CLASSIFIED SERVICE DEFINED; EXCEPTIONS

(@) The classified service to which this chapter shall apply shall include all
positions and categories of employment by the state State, except as otherwise
provided by law, and except the following:

* * *

(10) A person or persons engaged under retainer, contract for services as
deflned in sectlon 341 of thls tltle or speC|aI agreement—when%e#ﬂﬁed—te%he




* * *

Sec. 2. 3V.S.A. § 341 is amended to read:
§341. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

(1) “Agency” means any agency, board, department, commission,
committee, or authority of the exeeutivebranch Executive Branch of state
State government.

(2) “Personal services contract” erie(e)ﬁfﬂaaet2 means an—aglﬂeemem—etﬁ

$4:9—99&99—er—mare—per—year a contract for services that IS cateqorlzed as

personal services in accordance with procedures developed by the Secretary of
Administration and is consistent with subdivisions 342(1), (2), and (3) of this

title.

(3) “Prlvatlzatlon contract” means a per—senal—ser—v—tees contract by—wh+eh

a an ndi A ala e emb gree ‘. a

ptewde—se%wee& for services valued at $2&990—99 $25 000. 00 or more per
year, which are is the same or substantially similar to and in lieu of services
previously provided, in whole or in part, by permanent, classified state State
employees, and which result results in a reduction in force of at least one
permanent, classified employee, or the elimination of a vacant position of an
employee covered by a collective bargaining agreement.

(4) “Contract for services” means an agreement or combination or series
of agreements by which an entity or individual agrees with an agency to
provide services as a contractor, rather than as an employee.

Sec. 3. 3V.S.A. § 342 is amended to read:

8§ 342. CONTRACTING STANDARDS; PERSONAL-SERVACES
CONTRACTS FOR SERVICES

Each contract for services valued at $25,000.00 or more per year shall
require certification by the Office of the Attorney General to the Secretary of
Administration that such contract for services is not contrary to the spirit and
intent of the classification plan and merit system and standards of this title. A
personal-services contract for services is contrary to the spirit and intent of the
classification plan and merit system and standards of this title, and shall not be
certified by the Office of the Attorney General under-subdivision-31H{a)}10)-of
this-title as provided in this subsection, unless the provisions of subdivisions
(1), (2) and (3) of this subsection are met, or one or more of the exceptions
described in subdivision (4) of this subsection apply.

- 1503 -




* * *

Sec. 4. 3V.S.A. § 344 is amended to read:
§344. CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION

(@) The Secretary of Administration shall maintain a database with
information about contracts for services, including approved privatization
contracts and approved personal services contracts. The Secretary shall also
maintain a database with information about privatization contracts which are
rejected because they fail to qualify under subdivision 343(2) of this title.
Contracts maintained in the database shall be public record to the extent
provided under 1 V.S.A. chapter 5, and shall be located at the agency of origin,
including information about names of contractors, summaries of work to be
performed, costs, and duration.

(b) The information on contracts maintained in the database shall be
reported to the General Assembly in the annual workforce report required
under subdivision 309(a)(19) of this title. The provisions of 2 V.S.A. § 20(d)
(expiration of required reports) shall not apply to the report to be made under
this subsection.

Sec. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on July 1, 2016.
(For text see House Journal February 18, 2016 )
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