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 March 13, 2014 
 
The Honorable Kevin Mullin, Chair 
Senate Committee On Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs 
Vermont State House 
Montpelier, VT 05633 
 
CC: Sen. Philip Baruth, Vice Chair 

Sen. Christopher Bray 
Sen. Don Collins, Clerk 
Sen. Bill Doyle 

 
RE: Senate Bill 239: An act relating to the regulation of toxic substances 
 
Dear Senator Mullin: 
 
On behalf of Seventh Generation, I thank the Committee for this opportunity to testify in 
support of S. 239, an act relating to the regulation of toxic substances. 
 
Seventh Generation is the nation's leading brand of household and personal care products 
designed to help protect human health and the environment. Established in 1988, the 
Burlington, Vermont based company employs over 130 people, and remains an 
independent, privately-held company distributing products to natural food stores, 
supermarkets, mass merchants, and online retailers across the United States and Canada. 
 
Among the products manufactured and sold by Seventh Generation are body and hand 
soaps, laundry detergents and dish detergents, baby diapers, baby wipes, and feminine 
hygiene products. 
 
S.239 is needed to ensure the health and well-being of all Vermonters. As noted in the 
preamble to S.239, and as validated in peer-reviewed scientific research, a large number 
of chemicals in use today: 
 
(A) harm the normal development of a fetus or child or cause other developmental 
toxicity; 
(B) cause cancer, genetic damage, or reproductive harm;  
(C) disrupt the endocrine system; 
(D) damage the nervous system, immune system, or organs or cause other systemic 
toxicity; or  
(E) persist in the environment and accumulate in human and other animal tissues. 
 



 
Childhood exposure to toxic chemicals costs the US $76.6 billion, annually.1 On a pro 
rated basis, this is a cost to Vermont of $150 million annually in medical expenses to 
treat childhood diseases related to toxic chemicals exposure. According to Dr. Leonardo 
Transande, coauthor of the report,  
 
"Our findings show that, despite previous efforts to curb their use, toxic chemicals have a 
major impact on health care costs and childhood morbidity. New policy mandates are 
necessary to reduce the burden of disease associated with environmental toxins. The 
prevalence of chronic childhood conditions and costs associated with them may continue 
to rise if this issue is not addressed." 
 
Regulation at the Federal level has not worked for the past 38 years, and meaningful 
reform is unlikely in the current political climate. California, Maine, and Washington 
have each passed chemical management legislation because of this failure at the Federal 
level. Approximately 20 other states have recently seen legislation introduced. S.239 is 
needed to protect Vermonters and their children from chemicals of concern and the 
chronic childhood conditions and costs associated with them. 
 
Use of chemical hazard is a scientifically sound way to prioritize chemicals for 
labeling, restriction, and elimination. Hazard is the ability of a chemical to cause harm. 
Risk of harm can be reduced by controlling exposure, but the only meaningful way to 
limit exposure is to eliminate chemicals of concern from consumer products. Few 
children under six have the ability to read CAUTION statements on labels. Few 
consumers consider that having applied one product to their skin and another to their hair 
may result in a higher exposure to a chemical of concern than a manufacturer anticipated. 
Products that caution use only in well ventilated areas are routinely used in small, poorly 
ventilated bathrooms. Attempts to limit exposure will ultimately fail. The only certain 
way to eliminate the risk of harm is to eliminate the hazard. 
 
By directing the Commissioner of Health to consider designations made by other states, 
the federal government, other countries, or other governmental agencies, S.239 reduces 
the risk of inconsistent or restrictive regulations. Manufacturers can minimize their costs, 
and Vermont can ensure minimal disruption by harmonizing with other jurisdictions and 
using proven reporting systems such as the Interstate Chemicals Clearinghouse (IC2).  
 
Regulation of toxic chemicals promotes innovation. Seventh Generation stands as 
proof that cost-effective products that not only meet consumer demands, but are 
increasingly demanded by consumers, can be formulated and manufactured without 
chemicals of concern. Failure to pass legislation to manage chemicals of concern will 
maintain the status quo. There would be no reason for companies to innovate to create 
safer products. Passing S.239 will force other companies to innovate as Seventh 

1 Trasande, L. and Liu, Y, "Reducing The Staggering Costs Of Environmental Disease In Children, 
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Generation has, while simultaneously reducing the risk of harm from chemicals of 
concern. 
 
In summary, this proposed legislation is scientifically sound, and would protect 
Vermonters from exposure to toxic chemicals associated with childhood diseases, and 
save the health care costs to treat and manage those diseases. Passing this legislation 
would drive more competitive, innovative, and economically sustainable industries both 
within Vermont and beyond our borders.  
 
Thank you for your attention to, and consideration of, these comments. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Martin H. Wolf 
Director, Product Sustainability & Authenticity 

 

 


