The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
As amended by S. 896 The Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to
Housing (HEARTH) Act of 2009

Such term includes all families with children and youth defined as homeless under other
Federal statutes.

(2) CHRONICALLY HOMELESS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term “chronically homeless' means, with respect to an
individual or family, that the individual or family—

(i) is homeless and lives or resides in a place not meant for human habitation, a
safe haven, or in an emergency shelter;

(i) has been homeless and living or residing in a place not meant for human
habitation, a safe haven, or in an emergency shelter continuously for at least 1 year or on
at least 4 separate occasions in the last 3 years; and

(iii) has an adult head of household (or a minor head of household if no adult is
present in the household) with a diagnosable substance use disorder, serious mental
iliness, developmental disability (as defined in section 102 of the Developmental
Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000 (42 U.S.C. 15002)), post traumatic
stress disorder, cognitive impairments resulting from a brain injury, or chronic physical
illness or disability, including the co-occurrence of 2 or more of those conditions.

(B) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—A person who currently lives or resides in an
institutional care facility, including a jail, substance abuse or mental health treatment facility,
hospital or other similar facility, and has resided there for fewer than 90 days shall be considered
chronically homeless if such person met all of the requirements described in subparagraph (A)
prior to entering that facility.

(3) COLLABORATIVE APPLICANT.—The term “collaborative applicant’ means an entity
that—

(A) carries out the duties specified in section 402;

(B) serves as the applicant for project sponsors who jointly submit a single application for
a grant under subtitle C in accordance with a collaborative process; and

(C) if the entity is a legal entity and is awarded such grant, receives such grant directly
from the Secretary.

(4) COLLABORATIVE APPLICATION.—The term “collaborative application' means an
application for a grant under subtitle C that—

(A) satisfies section 422; and

(B) is submitted to the Secretary by a collaborative applicant.



