YWxy Carennar 2.0 1s Goop FoR Stupems
By Jay NicxoLs

TXeRe are tW0 KINDS OF SCHOOLS and two KINDS OF SCHOOL SYStems — vHOSe vHav are IMPROYING anp
VHOSe YHav aRre nov. In our stave, txe Yermonv Supermvennems fissociavion (YSA) Is commntied to
VXe necessaRY LeaDeRSHIP t0 make YeRmont tye Xome OF a WORLD-CLasSS PUBLIC eDucation system
pepIcateD t0 FULFILLING VXe aSPIRAtIons OF eacx svupent. Lo maxe VXIS OBJectIve a ReaLiy FOR aLL
CXILDREN, We MUSY VXINK OursIDe OF tHe CURRENt PUBLIC eDUCAtION COMSVRUCY. We cannov convmue to
OPeRate tye same OLD WaY and exPect new and BetteR ResULrs. Wxav was SUCCeSSFUL In a hation vyav
PREPaReD MOSY StuDenvs FOR FactoRY JOBS OyeR 100 Years aGo Does NOv SUFFICe FOR PREPARING OUR
CHILDReN FOR SUCCeSS IN VHe eYeR-CHanGING Lanbscape OF tODAY'S WORLD economy.

As PaRt OF VHIS moyement t0 CReate SLRUCLURES VO assSISt YERMONt In DeYELOPING a WORLD-CLASS

epucavion, vxe Cxampram YaLLey Suprermvennents Association (CYSA) Is PROPOSING a new SCHOOL
caLenpar roR tye 2014-2015 scxooL veaR, xnown as “Carennar 2.0.” We BeLieye, anp Researcx

Demonstrates, e CURReNt CeMVURY-OLD SCHOOL CalenbaR Xas OUVLIYED ItS USEFULNess.

YWxav we are PROPOSING IS MOt a RaDICAL CHanGe vo e CURRENY SCHOOL calennar. We aRe PROPOSING
VHav StuDemts comvinue tHeIR mmimum oF 175 stupent Days anb veacHeRS conminue o veac tye same
NUMBER OF Days. HoOweyeR, e aRe LOOKING at BLOCKING tHese Days In a manneR vxav IS moRe
consistent WL WHav IS Known aBouv StuDent LeaRnInG. SCHOOL WOULD StaRt a WeeK eaRLIeR vHan It
DOes N0 and enp a weex OR SO LateR.

UXe essence OF txe calennaRr PROPOSAL IS an aLteRNatinG LONG BLOCK OF tRaDIvional, WXOLe-CLasS
INSLRUCLION anD a SXORY BReaK (OR “INteRsession”) pesiGnaved FOR SMaLL GROUP and INDIVIDUAL
InveRyenvion anp enmricxment. teacHeRs WILL CaREFULLY assess StUDENt masteRy OF Key Concepvs
PResenteD DURMG VMe ReGULAR Seven-weex LeaRnInG BLOCKS, and BRING BacK SVUDENtS WHO aRe
SIRUGGLING DURING tXe IMVeRSesSIoNs, t0 PROYIDE tHem WILH eXtRa LeaRninG vime anp SUPPORV USING
10CaL, state, and FeDeRal ReSOURCES XAt Haye LRADIVIONALLY FUNDED SUMMER SCHOOL PROGRamS anp
OUMeR InteRryentions. WalmG UNIL vXe end OF LXe YeaR to PROYIDe a StUDENt WILX necessanry
aDDIvional INSYRUCYION and SKPPORY IS NOV YERY eFrective. UXe SOOMER a LeaRnnG Misconcertion Ox
SLRUGGLE IS aDDReSSeD, VXe GReateR LIKELIHOOD OF StuDemy SUccess.

Txese InveRsession Weexs WILL PROYIDe OPPORtUNItIeS FOR SCHOOLS, FamiLies, LOCAL aGencies and
ORGANIZations v0 FORM PARUNERSHIPS 10 DEYELOP LeaRNING and weLLness actIvities FOR StUDENts and
FamiLies. For exampLe, m FRankLIn JNloRuxeasy, we aRe eXPLORING Ve IDea OF enRICHMeNnt PROGRaMS
DURING Many OF tHe IMUERSeSSION WeeKS VHat WOULD Be ayalLaBLe t0 aLL StUDents, WHILe alLso
PROYIDING ReteacXmeG OPPORTUNILIES FOR any Stubpent WXO neeps abpDItIonal vime anb SUPPORY. ALSO,
FaIMILIeS can CHOOSe T0 Use vHese WeeKs V0 SCHeDULe yYacation time, OR CReate OVHER FaMILY
OPPORVIMILIES. In aDDIVIoN, many ORGanIzZavions vav PROYIDe ReCReation anp camp-type SeRYICes aRe
aLReaDy POSIIONING (In COLLaBORavion WItX CYSA memBeRSXIP) v0 SCXeDULEe POSRIVe and eNnRICXMG
€XPeRIences DURING VHeSe INteRSESSIoN Weexs.

Anotxer Bener vo vXe PROPOSED CalenbaRr In veRMS OF StuUDeNt LeaRNING IS vXav SCHOOLS COULD
PROYIDE VIMELY anD consecutive Days OF PROFeSSIONAL LeaRNIMG OPPORTUNILIES FOR teaCHeRS DURING VHe



SCHOOL-YeaR WIVHOUT ReMOyYmMG v¥em FROM vMe CLasSRoOmM. ReseaRrcH mpicaves txav, On aveRaGe, a
StuDent DURMG tHeIR K-12 exPeRience Xas aBoUt one yeaR OF UNLICenseD SUBSUIVULE LeaCHeRs
PROYIDING IStRuction’ Txe ReguIRements and PROFeSSIONAL LeaRnNG expecravions OF teacHeRrs
convmue to Imcrease. FInbmG ways vo PROYIDE VXIS tIme In a COORDINAteD manneRr DURING tHe SCHOOL
YeaR, WILHOUY RemOYING teaCxXeRrs FROM tXe CLaSSROOM, WILL B a MAJOR BENerl t0 StUDent LearninG.

Iv Is ImpoRvant vo nove viav wxen txe CaLenpar Committee PROPOSED VHIS CHanGe to vHe Rest OF Ve
CYSA; we DID S0 BaseD On a LISt OF GUIDING PRINCIPLeS. tXe GUIDING PRINCIPLES aRe FOCUSED ON SvuDeny
LeaRninG, nov on abuLv PRererence. CYSA Is actIveLy WORKING WIVX CONUMIMILY PaRvMeRS to FIND
SOLUTIONS TO IMPLeMeNt a SCHOOL CaLenDaR vHat meers stunent LeaRninG neeps BetteR tHan OUR
CURRENY 0BSOLEte MoODeL.

FOR MoORe MFORMation PLease YISt SCHOOLCALenDaR2.BLOGSPOY.COM. In aDDIvion, tHeRe WILL Be
ReGIONal COMMUMNY encaGement MmeetinGs SCHeDULED On tHe FOLLOWING pates: Oct.2, 3, 9 anp 10 -
TImes anp Locavions FOR vHese WILL Be announced In vHe Near FUTURe.
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