
Sec. E.314.2  LEVEL 1 PSYCHIATRIC CARE EVALUATION 
(a)(1)  The Mental Health Oversight Committee and the Health Care Oversight Committee shall hold a joint 

meeting in November 2013 for the purpose of evaluating the capacity needed to treat patients in the care and 
custody of the Commissioner of Mental Health, specifically regarding the capacity needed within the Level 1 
system of care as established in 2012 Acts and Resolves No. 79.  The evaluation shall include: 

(A)  an assessment of the census trends for the Level 1 system of care during the last fiscal year;  
(B)  the status of the census capacity at Rutland Regional Medical Center and Brattleboro Retreat’s 

Level 1 unit;  
(C)  the status of the construction at the state-owned and -operated psychiatric hospital in Berlin;  
(D)  the status of the census capacity at the intensive and secure residential recovery programs; and  
(E)  an assessment of whether the budget provides adequate capacity for Level 1 treatment through 

the end of the 2014 fiscal year and the estimated budget need for the duration of the 2015 fiscal year.  
(2)  The evaluation shall include a projection of the daily census need for Level 1 inpatient care in excess 

of the six beds projected to operate at the Rutland Regional Medical Center and the 14 beds projected to 
operate at the Brattleboro Retreat as of April 1, 2014.  The Committees shall solicit input from those hospitals 
providing Level 1 care that will be discontinued once the state-owned and -operated hospital is opened.  The 
Committees’ evaluation shall be submitted to the House and Senate Committees on Appropriations on or before 
December 15, 2013. 

(3)  The evaluation shall assess the number and type of personnel necessary to staff the state-owned and -
operated hospital in Berlin as of April 1, 2014.  On or before December 15, 2013, the Mental Health Oversight 
Committee and the Health Care Oversight Committee shall make a recommendation to the Joint Fiscal 
Committee as to the number and type of personnel needed to operate the state-owned and -operated hospital 
on April 1, 2014.  

(4)  It is the intent of the General Assembly that the 2015 fiscal year budget provide adequate resources 
to fund fully the community programs as funded in fiscal year 2014 and inpatient capacity established in 2012 
Acts and Resolves No. 79, including the 25 beds at the state-owned and -operated hospital in Berlin.  If the 
Mental Health Oversight Committee and the Health Care Oversight Committee in their evaluation and 
recommendation to the Joint Fiscal Committee find that less need exists than anticipated, the Joint Fiscal 
Committee may recommend reconsideration by the General Assembly. 

(b)  Each month between June and December 2013, the Department of Mental Health shall provide the 
following information to the Mental Health Oversight Committee and the Health Care Oversight Committee: 

(1)  The number of Level 1 patients receiving acute inpatient care in a hospital setting other than the 
renovated unit at Rutland Regional Medical Center, the renovated unit at the Brattleboro Retreat, and the 
Green Mountain Psychiatric Center in Morrisville, including the number of individuals treated in each setting and 
the single combined one-day highest number each month; 

(2)  The number of individuals waiting for admission to a Level 1 psychiatric inpatient unit after the 
determination of need for admission to emergency departments, correctional facilities, or any other identified 
settings is made and the number of days individuals are waiting; 

(3)  The total census capacity and average daily census of new intensive recovery residence beds opened 
in accordance with 2012 Acts and Resolves No. 79, and the annual daily census of the secure residential recovery 
facility in Middlesex.  The census capacity shall not include a duplicate count for beds that replace those 
currently in operation elsewhere. 
 


