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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2014 

The Senate was called to order by the President. 

Devotional Exercises 

Devotional exercises were conducted by the Reverend Stephen Edington of 

Montpelier. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

The President then led the members of the Senate in the pledge of 

allegiance. 

Senate Bill Recommitted 

S. 168. 

Senate bill entitled: 

An act relating to making miscellaneous amendments to laws governing 

municipalities. 

Was taken up. 

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the recommendation of amendment 

of the Committee on Government Operations be amended as recommended by 

Senator Benning?, on motion of Senator French, the bill was recommitted to 

the Committee on Government Operations. 

Bill Amended; Third Reading Ordered 

S. 275. 

Senator Sears, for the Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred Senate 

bill entitled: 

An act relating to the Court’s jurisdiction over youthful offenders. 

Reported recommending that the bill be amended by striking out all after 

the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

Sec. 1.  33 V.S.A. § 5204a is amended to read: 

§ 5204a.  JURISDICTION OVER ADULT DEFENDANT FOR CRIME 

COMMITTED WHEN DEFENDANT WAS UNDER AGE 18 YEARS OF 

AGE 

* * * 
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(b)(1)  The Family Division shall, except as provided in subdivision (2) of 

this subsection, transfer a petition filed pursuant to subsection (a) of this 

section to the Criminal Division if the Family Division finds that: 

* * * 

(2)(A)  The Family Division may order that the defendant be treated as a 

youthful offender consistent with the applicable provisions of subchapter 5 of 

chapter 52 of this title if the defendant is under 23 22 years of age and the 

Family Division: 

(i)  makes the findings required by subdivisions (1)(A), (B), and 

(C) of this subsection; 

(ii)  finds that the youth is amenable to treatment or rehabilitation 

as a youthful offender; and 

(iii)  finds that there are sufficient services in the Family Division 

system and the Department for Children and Families or the Department of 

Corrections to meet the youth’s treatment and rehabilitation needs. 

(B)  If the Family Division orders that the defendant be treated as a 

youthful offender, the Court shall approve a disposition case plan and impose 

conditions of probation on the defendant. 

(C)  If the Family Division finds after hearing that the defendant has 

violated the terms of his or her probation, the Family Division may: 

(i)  maintain the defendant’s status as a youthful offender, with 

modified conditions of probation if the Court deems it appropriate; or 

(ii)  revoke the defendant’s youthful offender status and transfer 

the petition to the Criminal Division pursuant to subdivision (1) of this 

subsection. 

* * * 

Sec. 2.  EFFECTIVE DATE 

This act shall take effect on passage. 

And that when so amended the bill ought to pass. 

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to 

Rule 43, the recommendation of amendment was agreed to, and third reading 

of the bill was ordered. 

Adjournment 

On motion of Senator Campbell, the Senate adjourned until one o’clock and 

thirty minutes in the afternoon on Wednesday, February 26, 2014. 


