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Journal of the Senate
________________

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27, 2013

The Senate was called to order by the President.

Devotional Exercises

A moment of silence was observed in lieu of devotions.

Bill Referred to Committee on Appropriations

S. 155.

Senate bill of the following title, appearing on the Calendar for notice and
carrying an appropriation or requiring the expenditure of funds, under the rule
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations:

An act relating to creating a strategic workforce development needs
assessment and strategic plan.

Bills Referred

House bills of the following titles were severally read the first time and
referred:

H. 65.

An act relating to limited immunity from liability for reporting a drug or
alcohol overdose.

To the Committee on Judiciary.

H. 95.

An act relating to unclaimed life insurance benefits.

To the Committee on Finance.

H. 280.

An act relating to payment of wages.

To the Committee on Economic Development, Housing and General
Affairs.

H. 513.

An act relating to the Department of Financial Regulation.

To the Committee on Finance.
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H. 520.

An act relating to reducing energy costs and greenhouse gas emissions.

To the Committee on Natural Resources and Energy.

H. 522.

An act relating to strengthening Vermont’s response to opioid addiction and
methamphetamine abuse.

To the Committee on Health and Welfare.

Joint Assembly

At nine o'clock in the morning, the hour having arrived for the meeting of
the two Houses in Joint Assembly pursuant to:

J.R.S. 22. Joint resolution providing for a Joint Assembly to vote on the
retention of seven Superior Judges and one Magistrate.

The Senate repaired to the hall of the House.

Having returned therefrom, at ten o'clock and forty minutes in the morning,
the President assumed the Chair.

Bill Amended; Third Reading Ordered

S. 11.

Senator Rodgers, for the Committee on Institutions, to which was referred
Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to the Austine School.

Reported recommending that the bill be amended by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. PROPERTY TRANSACTION; AUSTINE SCHOOL

(a) Notwithstanding 16 V.S.A. § 3823, on or before July 1, 2016, the
Vermont Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing is authorized to sell a total
of up to 15 acres of undeveloped land associated with the Austine School for
the Deaf with no obligation to repay any state capital appropriations made to or
for the benefit of the Austine School.

(b) Notwithstanding any sale of undeveloped land pursuant to subsection
(a) of this section, the first priority lien created under 16 V.S.A. § 3823(b) in
favor of the State for all capital appropriations made to or for the benefit of the
Austine School for the Deaf shall remain for the full obligation that is owed to
the State.
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Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.

And that when so amended the bill ought to pass.

Senator Nitka, for the Committee on Appropriations, to which the bill was
referred, reported that the bill ought to pass when so amended.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and the recommendation of amendment was agreed to, and third
reading of the bill was ordered.

Bill Amended; Third Reading Ordered

S. 40.

Senator McCormack, for the Committee on Education, to which was
referred Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to establishing an interim committee that will develop
policies to restore the 1980 ratio of state funding to student tuition at Vermont
State Colleges and to make higher education more affordable.

Reported recommending that the bill be amended by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. FINDINGS

The General Assembly finds that:

(1) In 1980, 51 percent of the revenue supporting our Vermont State
Colleges came from state appropriations and 49 percent came from student
tuition. Now, after decades of underfunding, state appropriations provide less
than 20 percent of the Vermont State Colleges’ revenue and over 80 percent
comes from student tuition. This is a huge cost shift onto students and
families, many of whom simply cannot afford it.

(2) On a per-capita basis, Vermont now provides less state support to its
public colleges than almost any other state.

(3) In FY 2011–2012, Vermont ranked 49th among the states, next to
last, in state appropriations per $1,000.00 of personal income.

(4) In the 21 years between 1990 and 2011, the state appropriation per
full-time Vermont student at Vermont State Colleges fell from $3,342.00 to
$3,231.00.

(5) Eighty-one percent of the students at Vermont State Colleges are
from Vermont, and 54 percent of these students are the first in their families to
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attend college. Eighty-four percent of Vermont State College graduates stay in
Vermont.

Sec. 2. INTERIM STUDY OF HIGHER EDUCATION FUNDING

(a) The higher education subcommittee of the Prekindergarten-16 Council
established in 16 V.S.A. § 2905 shall study and develop policies to make the
State Colleges and the University of Vermont more affordable for Vermont
residents by lowering costs and restoring the 1980 ratio of state funding to
tuition costs.

(b) In addition to the members of the higher education subcommittee
identified in 16 V.S.A. § 2905(d), the following individuals shall be members
of the subcommittee solely for purposes of this interim study:

(1) one faculty member of the University of Vermont to be appointed by
United Professions American Federation of Teachers Vermont;

(2) one faculty member and one staff member of the Vermont State
Colleges to be appointed by United Professions American Federation of
Teachers Vermont; and

(3) two students, one from the University of Vermont and one from the
Vermont State Colleges, appointed by their respective student government
associations.

(c) Powers and duties.

(1) The higher education subcommittee shall develop policies to:

(A) lower student and family costs and debt so that Vermont colleges
are more affordable for Vermonters; and

(B) return to the 1980 level of state funding to student tuition support
ratio.

(2) In developing these policies, the subcommittee shall consider:

(A) higher education funding for state colleges and universities in
other states, with a particular focus on tuition ratios and funding methods;

(B) the best policies for increasing the enrollment of Vermont
students and keeping students in Vermont after they graduate from college;

(C) administrative as compared to instructional costs;

(D) the portability of Vermont Student Assistance Corporation funds;
and
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(E) any information available from the state colleges and universities
regarding the impact of Vermont State College graduates on Vermont’s
economy and on job creation and retention.

(d) On or before November 15, 2013, the subcommittee shall report to the
General Assembly on its findings and any recommendations for legislative
action.

(e) The subcommittee may meet no more than six times between July 1,
2013 and November 15, 2013 for the purposes of this interim study. For
attendance at meetings during adjournment of the General Assembly,
legislative members of the subcommittee shall be entitled to compensation and
reimbursement for expenses under 2 V.S.A. § 406, and other members of the
subcommittee who are not employees of the State of Vermont shall be
reimbursed at the per diem rate under 32 V.S.A. § 1010.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2013.

And that when so amended the bill ought to pass.

Senator Westman, for the Committee on Appropriations, to which the bill
was referred, reported that the bill ought to pass when so amended.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and pending the question, Shall the bill be amended as recommended
by the Committee on Education?, Senator McCormack moved to amend the
recommendation of amendment of the Committee on Education as follows:

First: In Sec. 2(c)(2)(E) after the words “Vermont State College” by
inserting the words and University of Vermont

Second: In Sec. 2(e) after the words “State of Vermont” by striking out the
word “shall” and inserting in lieu thereof the word may

Third: In Sec. 2(e) after “32 V.S.A. § 1010” by inserting the words if not
otherwise compensated or benefited

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, the pending question, Shall the bill be amended as
recommended by the Committee on Education, as amended?, was agreed to.

Thereupon, third reading of the bill was ordered.
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Bill Passed

S. 128.

Senate bill of the following title was read the third time and passed:

An act relating to updating mental health judicial proceedings

Bill Amended; Bill Passed

S. 159.

Senate Committee bill entitled:

An act relating to various amendments to Vermont’s land use control law
and related statutes.

Was taken up.

Thereupon, pending third reading of the bill, Senator MacDonald moved to
amend the bill in subdivision (a)(1), by striking out the first sentence in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

The board Board shall consist of nine five members appointed by the
governor Governor, with the advice and consent of the senate Senate, so that
one appointment on each panel expires in each odd numbered year.

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, the bill was read the third time and passed.

Bill Passed

S. 161.

Senate bill of the following title was read the third time and passed:

An act relating to mitigation of traffic fines and approval of a DLS
Diversion Program contract

Third Reading Ordered

S. 26.

Senator Collins, for the Committee on Economic Development, Housing
and General Affairs, to which was referred Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to providing state financial support for school meals for
children of low-income households.

Reported that the bill ought to pass.

Senator Fox, for the Committee on Appropriations, to which the bill was
referred, reported that the bill ought to pass.
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Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and third reading of the bill was ordered.

Bill Amended; Third Reading Ordered

S. 61.

Senator Mullin, for the Committee on Economic Development, Housing
and General Affairs, to which was referred Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to the shipment of malt beverages.

Reported recommending that the bill be amended by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 7 V.S.A. § 2 is amended to read:

§ 2. DEFINITIONS

The following words as used in this title, unless a contrary meaning is
required by the context, shall have the following meaning:

* * *

(19) “Second class license”: a license granted by the control
commissioners Control Commissioners permitting the licensee to export malt
or vinous beverages and to sell malt or vinous beverages to the public for
consumption off the premises for which the license is granted.

* * *

(28) “Fourth class license” or “farmers’ market license”: the license
granted by the liquor control board Liquor Control Board permitting a
manufacturer or rectifier of malt or vinous beverages or spirits to sell by the
unopened container and distribute, by the glass with or without charge,
beverages manufactured by the licensee. No more than a combined total of ten
fourth class and farmers’ market licenses may be granted to a licensed
manufacturer or rectifier. At only one fourth class license location, a
manufacturer or rectifier of vinous beverages, malt beverages, or spirits may
sell by the unopened container and distribute by the glass, with or without
charge, vinous beverages, malt beverages, or spirits produced by no more than
five additional manufacturers or rectifiers, provided these beverages are
purchased on invoice from the manufacturer or rectifier. A manufacturer or
rectifier of vinous beverages, malt beverages, or spirits may sell its product to
no more than five additional manufacturers or rectifiers. A fourth class
licensee may distribute by the glass no more than two ounces of malt or vinous
beverage with a total of eight ounces to each retail customer and no more than
one-quarter ounce of spirits with a total of one ounce to each retail customer
for consumption on the manufacturer’s premises or at a farmers’ market. A
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farmers’ market license is valid for all dates of operation for a specific farmers’
market location.

* * *

(32) “Art gallery or bookstore permit”: a permit granted by the liquor
control board permitting an art gallery or bookstore to conduct an event at
which malt or vinous beverages or both are served by the glass to the public,
provided that the event is approved by the local licensing authority. A permit
holder may purchase malt or vinous beverages directly from a licensed retailer.
A permit holder shall be subject to the provisions of this title and the rules of
the board regarding the service of alcoholic beverages. A request for a permit
shall be submitted to the department in a form required by the department
Department at least five days prior to the event and shall be accompanied by
the permit fee required by subdivision 231(a)(22) of this title. As used in this
section, “art gallery” means a fixed establishment whose primary purpose is to
exhibit and offer for sale works of art subject to federal copyright protection;
and “bookstore” means a fixed establishment whose primary purpose is to
offer books for sale.

* * *

Sec. 2. 7 V.S.A. § 66 is amended to read:

§ 66. MALT AND VINOUS BEVERAGE SHIPPING LICENSE; IN STATE;
OUT OF STATE; PROHIBITIONS; PENALTIES

(a) A manufacturer or rectifier of vinous beverages or malt beverages
licensed in Vermont may be granted an in-state consumer shipping license by
filing with the department of liquor control Department of Liquor Control an
application in a form required by the department Department accompanied by
a copy of the applicant’s current Vermont manufacturer’s license and the fee as
required by subdivision 231(7)(A) of this title. This consumer shipping license
may be renewed annually by filing the renewal fee as required by subdivision
231(7)(A) of this title accompanied by a copy of the licensee’s current
Vermont manufacturer’s license.

(b) A manufacturer or rectifier of vinous beverages or malt beverages
licensed in another state that operates a winery or brewery in the United States
and holds valid state and federal permits and licenses may be granted an
out-of-state consumer shipping license by filing with the department of liquor
control Department an application in a form required by the department
Department accompanied by copies of the applicant’s current out-of-state
manufacturer’s license and the fee as required by subdivision 231(7)(B) of this
title. This consumer shipping license may be renewed annually by filing the
renewal fee as required by subdivision 231(7)(B) of this title accompanied by



348 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE

the licensee’s current out-of-state manufacturer’s license. For the purposes of
this subsection and subsection (c) of this section, “out-of-state” means any
state other than Vermont, any territory or possession of the United States, and
does not include a foreign country.

* * *

(d) Pursuant to a consumer shipping license granted under subsection (a)
or (b) of this section, the licensee may ship vinous beverages or malt beverages
produced by the licensee:

(1) Only to private residents for personal use and not for resale.

(2) No more than 12 cases containing no more than 29 gallons of vinous
beverages or no more than 12 cases of malt beverages containing no more than
36 gallons of malt beverages to any one Vermont resident in any calendar year.

(3) Only by common carrier certified by the department Department.
The common carrier shall comply with all the following:

(A) Deliver deliver vinous beverages pursuant to an invoice that
includes the name of the licensee and the name and address of the purchaser.;

(B) On on delivery, require a valid form of photographic
identification from a recipient who appears to be under the age of 30.;

(C) Require require the recipient to sign an electronic or paper form
or other acknowledgement of receipt.

(e) A holder of any shipping license granted pursuant to this section shall:

(1) Ensure ensure that all containers of alcoholic beverages shipped
under this section are clearly labeled: “contains alcohol; signature of
individual age 21 or older required for delivery.” delivery”;

(2) Not not ship to any address in a municipality that the department
Department identified as having voted to be “dry.” dry”;

(3) Retain retain a copy of each record of sale for a minimum of five
years from the date of shipping.;

(4) Report report at least twice a year to the department of liquor control
Department of Liquor Control if the holder of a direct consumer shipping
license and once a year if the holder of a retail shipping license in a manner
and form required by the department Department all the following information:

(A) The the total amount of vinous beverages or malt beverages
shipped into or within the state State for the preceding six months if a holder of
a direct consumer shipping license or every 12 months if a holder of a retail
shipping license.;
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(B) The the names and addresses of the purchasers to whom the
vinous beverages were shipped.;

(C) The the date purchased, if appropriate, the name of the common
carrier used to make each delivery, and the quantity and value of each
shipment.

(5) Pay pay directly to the commissioner of taxes Commissioner of
Taxes the amount of tax on the vinous beverages or malt beverages shipped
under this section pursuant to subsection 421(a) of this title, and comply with
the provisions of 32 V.S.A. chapter 233, 24 V.S.A. § 138, and any other
legally authorized local sales taxes. Delivery in this state State shall be
deemed to constitute a sale in this state State at the place of delivery and shall
be subject to all appropriate taxes levied by the state State of Vermont.;

(6) Permit the state treasurer permit the State Treasurer, the department
of liquor control Department of Liquor Control, and the department of taxes
Department of Taxes, separately or jointly, upon request, to perform an audit
of its records.;

(7) If if an out-of-state license holder, be deemed to have consented to
the jurisdiction of the department of liquor control Department of Liquor
Control or any other state agency and the Vermont state courts concerning
enforcement of this or other applicable laws and regulations.;

(8) Not not have any direct or indirect financial interest in a Vermont
wholesale dealer or retail dealer, including a first, second, or third class
license.;

(9) Comply comply with all liquor control board Liquor Control Board
laws and regulations; and

(10) comply with the beverage container deposit redemption system
pursuant to 10 V.S.A. chapter 53.

(f) A common carrier shall not deliver vinous beverages or malt beverages
until it has complied with the training provisions in subsections 239(a) and (b)
of this title and been certified by the department of liquor control Department
of Liquor Control. No employee of a certified common carrier may deliver
vinous beverages or malt beverages until that employee completes the training
provisions in subsection 239(c) of this title. A common carrier shall deliver
only vinous beverages or malt beverages that have been shipped by the holder
of a license issued under this section or a vinous beverage storage license
issued under section 68 of this title.
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(g) The department of liquor control and the department of taxes
Departments of Liquor Control and of Taxes may adopt rules and forms
necessary to implement this section.

(h) Direct shipments of vinous beverages or malt beverages are prohibited
if the shipment is not specifically authorized and in compliance with this
section. Any person who knowingly makes, participates in, imports, or
receives a direct shipment of vinous beverages or malt beverages from a
person who is not licensed or certified as required by this section may be fined
not more than $1,000.00 or imprisoned not more than one year, or both.

(i) A licensee under this section or a common carrier that ships vinous
beverages or malt beverages to an individual under 21 years of age shall be
fined not less than $1,000.00 or more than $3,000.00 or imprisoned not more
than two years, or both.

(j) For any violation of this section, the liquor control board Liquor Control
Board may suspend or revoke a license issued under this section, among all
other remedies available to the board.

Sec. 3. 7 V.S.A. § 232 is amended to read:

§ 232. TERMS OF PERMITS AND LICENSES

All permits and licenses shall expire at midnight, April 30, of each year and,
upon of each year, except that annual licenses issued beginning July 1, 2013
shall expire at midnight one year from the date of issuance, and six month
licenses shall expire at midnight six months from the date of issuance. Upon
the payment of a new fee, licenses may be renewed by the control
commissioners Control Commissioners with the approval of the liquor control
board as provided in section 222 of this title Liquor Control Board, provided
the licensee is entitled thereto.

Sec. 4. 7 V.S.A. § 239 is amended to read:

§ 239. LICENSEE EDUCATION

(a) No new first or second class license A new first class, second class,
third class, fourth class, or farmer’s market license shall not be granted until
the applicant has met with a liquor control investigator or training specialist for
the purpose of being informed of the Vermont liquor laws, rules, and
regulations pertaining to the purchase, storage, and sale of alcohol beverages.
A corporation, partnership, or association shall designate a director, partner, or
manager who shall comply with the terms of this subsection.

(b) Every first and second class licensee first class, second class, third
class, fourth class, or farmer’s market licensee and every holder of a
manufacturer’s license shall complete the department of liquor control
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Department of Liquor Control licensee enforcement training seminar at least
once every three two years. A corporation, partnership, or association shall
designate a director, partner, or manager who shall comply with the terms of
this subsection. No first or second class license A first class, second class,
third class, fourth class, or farmer’s market license or manufacturer’s license
shall not be renewed unless the records of the department of liquor control
Department of Liquor Control show that the licensee has complied with the
terms of this subsection.

(c) Each licensee shall ensure that every employee who is involved in the
sale or serving of alcohol beverages completes a training program approved by
the department of liquor control Department of Liquor Control before the
employee begins serving or selling alcoholic beverages and at least once every
24 months thereafter. Each licensee shall maintain written documentation,
signed by each employee trained, of each training program conducted. A
licensee may comply with this requirement by conducting its own training
program on its premises, using information and materials furnished or
approved by the department of liquor control Department of Liquor Control. A
licensee who fails to comply with the requirements of this subsection shall be
subject to a suspension of no less than one day of the license issued under
this title.

Sec. 5. 7 V.S.A. § 602 is amended to read:

§ 602. EXHIBITION OF CARD

An individual shall exhibit “a valid authorized form of identification,”
which means a valid photographic operator’s license, enhanced driver’s
license, or valid photographic nondriver identification card issued by Vermont
or another state or foreign jurisdiction, a United States military identification
card, or a valid passport or passport card bearing the photograph and signature
of the individual upon demand of a licensee, an employee of a licensee, or a
law enforcement officer. On the failure of an individual to produce and exhibit
a valid authorized form of identification upon demand of a licensee, the
licensee shall be entitled to refuse to sell the individual any alcoholic beverage.
Sale or furnishing of any alcoholic beverages by a licensee to an individual
exhibiting a valid authorized form of identification shall be prima facie
evidence of the licensee’s compliance with the law prohibiting the sale or
furnishing of alcoholic beverages to minors.

Sec. 6. 7 V.S.A. § 422 is amended to read:

§ 422. TAX ON SPIRITUOUS LIQUOR

A tax is assessed on the gross revenue on the retail sale of spirituous liquor
in the state State of Vermont, including fortified wine, sold by the liquor
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control board Liquor Control Board or sold by a manufacturer or rectifier of
spirituous liquor in accordance with the provisions of this title. The tax shall
be at the following rates based on the gross revenue of the retail sales by the
seller in the previous year:

(1) if the gross revenue of the seller is $100,000.00 $200,000.00 or
lower, the rate of tax is five percent;

(2) if the gross revenue of the seller is between $100,000.00
$200,000.00 and $200,000.00 $400,000.00, the rate of tax is $15,000.00
$10,000.00 plus 15 percent of gross revenues over $100,000.00 $200,000.00;

(3) if the gross revenue of the seller is over $200,000.00 $400,000.00,
the rate of tax is 25 percent.

Sec. 7. REPEAL

The following sections of 2011 Acts and Resolves No. 17 (An act relating
to powers and immunities of the liquor control investigators) are repealed:

(1) Sec. 3 (amending 7 V.S.A. § 561(a), effective July 1, 2013);

(2) Sec. 4 (amending 23 V.S.A. § 4(11), effective July 1, 2013); and

(3) Sec. 5(b) (effective date of Secs. 3 and 4).

Sec. 8. EFFECTIVE DATE

This section and Sec. 7 shall take effect on passage. All other sections shall
take effect on July 1, 2013.

And that after passage the title of the bill be amended to read as follows:

An act relating to alcoholic beverages.

And that when so amended the bill ought to pass.

Senator Mullin, for the Committee on Finance, to which the bill was
referred, reported that the bill be amended as recommended by the Committee
on Economic Development, Housing and General Affairs with the following
amendments thereto:

First: By striking out Sec. 3 in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a
new section to be numbered Sec. 3 to read as follows:

Sec. 3. 7 V.S.A. § 232 is amended to read:

§ 232. TERMS OF PERMITS AND LICENSES

All permits and licenses shall expire at midnight, April 30, of each year and,
upon of each year. A person acquiring a new license in the first quarter of the
license period shall pay the full amount of the license; a person acquiring a
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new license in the second quarter of the licensing period shall pay 75 percent
of the license fee; a person acquiring a new license in the third quarter of the
licensing period shall pay 50 percent of the license fee; and a person acquiring
a new license in the final quarter of the licensing period shall pay 25 percent of
the license fee. Six-month licenses issued to third class licensees beginning
July 1, 2013 shall expire at midnight six months from the date of issuance.
Upon the payment of a new fee, licenses may be renewed by the control
commissioners Control Commissioners with the approval of the liquor control
board as provided in section 222 of this title Liquor Control Board, provided
the licensee is entitled thereto.

Second: By striking out Sec. 6 in its entirety.

Third: In Sec 8, EFFECTIVE DATE, by striking out “Sec. 7” and inserting
in lieu thereof Sec. 6

And by renumbering the remaining sections to be numerically correct.

And that when so amended the bill ought to pass.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and the recommendation of amendment was amended as
recommended by the Committee on Finance.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the bill be amended as
recommended by the Committee on Economic Development, Housing and
General Affairs, as amended?, Senator Galbraith moved to amend the
recommendation of the Committee on Economic Development, Housing and
General Affairs, as amended, in Sec. 1, 7 V.S.A. § 2, (definitions) in
subdivision (32), by striking out the last sentence in its entirety and inserting in
lieu thereof a new sentence to read: As used in this section, “art gallery”
means a fixed establishment whose primary purpose is to exhibit or offer for
sale works of art; and “bookstore” means a fixed establishment whose primary
purpose is to offer books for sale.

Which was agreed to.

Thereupon, pending the question, Shall the bill be amended as
recommended by the Committee on Economic Development, Housing and
General Affairs, as amended?, was agreed to.

Thereupon, third reading of the bill was ordered.

Bills Passed

Senate bills of the following titles were severally read the third time and
passed:

S. 41. An act relating to water and sewer service
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S. 58. An act relating to Act 250 and oil pipelines.

Recess

On motion of Senator Campbell the Senate recessed until five o’clock in the
evening.

Called to Order

The Senate was called to order by the President.

Bill Amended; Third Reading Ordered

S. 18.

Senator Campbell, for the Committee on Transportation, to which was
referred Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to automated license plate recognition systems.

Reported recommending that the bill be amended by striking out all after
the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 23 V.S.A. § 1607 is added to read:

§ 1607. AUTOMATED LICENSE PLATE RECOGNITION SYSTEMS

(a) Definitions. As used in this section:

(1) “Active data” is distinct from historical data as defined in
subdivision (3) of this subsection and means data uploaded to individual
automated license plate recognition system units before operation as well as
data gathered during the operation of an ALPR system. Any data collected by
an ALPR system shall be considered collected for a legitimate law
enforcement purpose.

(2) “Automated license plate recognition system” (ALPR) means a
system of one or more mobile or fixed high-speed cameras combined with
computer algorithms to convert images of registration plates into
computer-readable data.

(3) “Historical data” means any data collected by an ALPR system and
stored on the statewide ALPR server operated by the Vermont Justice
Information Sharing System of the Department of Public Safety. Any data
collected by an ALPR system shall be considered collected for a legitimate law
enforcement purpose. Entry of any data into the system other than data
collected by the ALPR system itself must be approved by a supervisor and
shall have a legitimate law enforcement purpose.

(4) “Law enforcement officer” means a state police officer, municipal
police officer, motor vehicle inspector, capitol police officer, constable, sheriff,
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or deputy sheriff certified by the Vermont Criminal Justice Training Council as
having satisfactorily completed the approved training programs required to
meet the minimum training standards applicable to that person under 20 V.S.A.
§ 2358.

(5) “Legitimate law enforcement purpose” applies to access to active or
historical data and means crime investigation, detection, and analysis or
operation of AMBER alerts or missing or endangered person searches.

(6) “Vermont Information and Analysis Center Analyst” means any
sworn or civilian employee who through his or her employment with the
Vermont Information and Analysis Center (VTIAC) has access to secure
databases that support law enforcement investigations.

(b) Operation. A Vermont law enforcement officer shall be certified in
ALPR operation by the Vermont Criminal Justice Training Council in order to
operate an ALPR system.

(c) Confidentiality and access to ALPR data.

(1)(A) Active ALPR data may only be accessed by a law enforcement
officer operating the ALPR system who has a legitimate law enforcement
purpose for the data. Entry of any data into the system other than data
collected by the ALPR system itself must be approved by a supervisor and
shall have a legitimate law enforcement purpose.

(B) Deployment of ALPR equipment is intended to provide access to
stolen and wanted files and to further legitimate law enforcement purposes.
Use of ALPR systems and access to active data are restricted to these purposes.

(C)(i) Requests to review active data shall be in writing and include
the name of the requester, the law enforcement agency the requester is
employed by, and the law enforcement agency’s Originating Agency Identifier
(ORI) number. The request shall describe the legitimate law enforcement
purpose. The written request and the outcome of the request shall be
transmitted to VTIAC and retained for not less than three years.

(ii) In each department operating an ALPR system, access to
active data shall be limited to designated personnel who have been provided
account access by the department to conduct authorized ALPR stored data
queries. Access to active data shall be restricted to data collected within the
past seven days.

(2) Requests for historical data, whether from Vermont or out-of-state
law enforcement officers, shall be made in writing to an analyst at VTIAC.
The request shall include the name of the requester, the law enforcement
agency the requester is employed by, and the law enforcement agency’s ORI
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number. The request shall describe the legitimate law enforcement purpose.
VTIAC shall retain all requests as well as the outcome of the request and shall
record in writing any information that was provided to the requester or why the
request was denied or not fulfilled. ALPR requests shall be retained by
VTIAC for not less than three years.

(d) Retention.

(1) Any ALPR information gathered by a Vermont law enforcement
agency shall be sent to the Department of Public Safety to be retained pursuant
to the requirements of subdivision (2) of this subsection. The Department of
Public Safety shall maintain the ALPR storage system for Vermont law
enforcement agencies.

(2) Except as provided in section 1608 of this title, information gathered
through use of an ALPR system shall only be retained for 18 months after the
date it was obtained. When the permitted 18-month period for retention of the
information has expired, the Department of Public Safety and any local law
enforcement agency with custody of the information shall destroy it and cause
to have destroyed any copies or back-ups made of the original data. Data may
be retained beyond the 18-month period pursuant to a preservation request
made or disclosure order issued under Section 1608 of this title, or pursuant to
a warrant issued under Rule 41 of the Vermont or Federal Rules of Criminal
Procedure.

(e) Oversight; rulemaking.

(1) The Department of Public Safety shall establish a review process to
ensure that information obtained through use of ALPR systems is used only for
the purposes permitted by this section. The Department shall report the results
of this review annually on or before January 15 to the Senate and House
Committees on Judiciary and on Transportation. The report shall contain the
following information based on prior calendar year data:

(A) The total number of ALPR units being operated in the State and
the number of units submitting data to the statewide ALPR database.

(B) The total number of ALPR reads each agency submitted to the
statewide ALPR database.

(C) The 18-month accumulative number of ALPR reads being
housed on the statewide ALPR database.

(D) The total number of requests made to VTIAC for ALPR data.

(E) The total number of requests that resulted in release of
information from the statewide ALPR database.
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(F) The total number of out-of-state requests.

(G) The total number of out-of-state requests that resulted in release
of information from the statewide ALPR database.

(2) The Department of Public Safety may adopt rules to implement this
section.

Sec. 2. 23 V.S.A. § 1608 is added to read:

§ 1608. PRESERVATION OF DATA

(a) Preservation request.

(1) A governmental entity may apply to the Criminal Division of the
Superior Court for an extension of up to 90 days of the 18-month retention
period established under subdivision 1607(d)(2) of this title if the
governmental entity offers specific and articulable facts showing that there are
reasonable grounds to believe that the captured plate data are relevant and
material to an ongoing criminal or missing persons investigation, or to a
pending proceeding in the Judicial Bureau. Requests for additional 90-day
extensions or for longer periods may be made to the Superior Court subject to
the same standards applicable to an initial extension request under this
subdivision.

(2) A governmental entity making a preservation request under this
section shall submit an affidavit stating:

(A) the particular camera or cameras for which captured plate data
must be preserved, or the particular license plate for which captured plate data
must be preserved; and

(B) the date or dates and time frames for which captured plate data
must be preserved.

(b) Captured plate data shall be destroyed on the schedule specified in
section 1607 of this title if the preservation request is denied, or 14 days after
the denial of the application for disclosure, whichever is later.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2013.

And that when so amended the bill ought to pass.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, the recommendation of amendment was agreed to, and third reading
of the bill was ordered.
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Third Reading Ordered

S. 152.

Senate committee bill entitled:

An act relating to the Green Mountain Care Board’s rate review authority.

Was taken up.

Senator Kitchel, for the Committee on Appropriations, to which the bill was
referred, reported recommending that the bill be amended as follows

First: In Sec. 11, 18 V.S.A. § 9374(h), by striking out subdivisions (2) and
(3) in their entirety and inserting in lieu thereof new subdivisions (2) and (3) to
read as follows:

(2) The Board may determine the scope of the incurred expenses to be
allocated pursuant to the formula set forth in subdivision (1) of this subsection
if, in the Board’s discretion, the expenses to be allocated are in the best
interests of the regulated entities and of the State.

(3) Expenses under subdivision (1) of this subsection shall be billed to
persons licensed under Title 8 based on premiums paid for health care
coverage, which for the purposes of this section shall include major medical,
comprehensive medical, hospital or surgical coverage, and comprehensive
health care services plans, but shall not include long-term care or limited
benefits, disability, credit or stop loss, or excess loss insurance coverage.

Second: By striking out Sec. 12 in its entirety.

Third: In Sec. 13, 18 V.S.A. § 9415, by striking out subsections (b), (c) and
(d) in their entirety and inserting in lieu thereof new subsections (b) and (c) to
read as follows:

(b) The Commissioner may determine the scope of the incurred expenses to
be allocated pursuant to the formula set forth in subsection (a) of this section if,
in the Commissioner’s discretion, the expenses to be allocated are in the best
interests of the regulated entities and of the State.

(c) Expenses under subsection (a) of this section shall be billed to persons
licensed under Title 8 based on premiums paid for health care coverage, which
for the purposes of this section include major medical, comprehensive medical,
hospital or surgical coverage, and any comprehensive health care services plan,
but does shall not include long-term care, limited benefits, disability, credit or
stop loss or excess loss insurance coverage.
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Fourth: By adding a new section to be numbered Sec. 13 to read as follows:

Sec. 13. BILL-BACK REPORT

(a) Annually on or before September 15, the Green Mountain Care Board
and the Department of Financial Regulation shall report to the House
Committee on Health Care, the Senate Committees on Health and Welfare and
on Finance, and the House and Senate Committees on Appropriations the total
amount of all expenses eligible for allocation pursuant to 18 V.S.A. §§ 9374(h)
and 9415 during the preceding state fiscal year and the total amount actually
billed back to the regulated entities during the same period.

(b) The Board and the Department shall also present the information
required by subsection (a) of this section to the Joint Fiscal Committee
annually at its September meeting.

And by renumbering the remaining sections of the bill to be numerically
correct.

And that when so amended the bill ought to pass.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, the recommendation of amendment was agreed to, and third reading
of the bill was ordered.

Third Reading Ordered

S. 157.

Senate committee bill entitled:

An act relating to modifying the requirements for hemp production in the
State of Vermont.

Was taken up.

Senator Galbraith, for the Committee on Finance, to which the bill was
referred, reported recommending that the bill be amended in Sec. 1, in
6 V.S.A. § 566(b)(1), by striking out the following: “$25.00” and inserting in
lieu thereof the following: $200.00

And that when so amended the bill ought to pass.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, the recommendation of amendment was agreed to, and third reading
of the bill was ordered.
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Bill Amended; Third Reading Ordered

S. 132.

Senator White, for the Committee on Government Operations, to which was
referred Senate bill entitled:

An act relating to sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, and the service of process.

Reported recommending that the bill be amended in Sec. 3, 13 V.S.A.
§ 3705 (unlawful trespass), by striking out subsection (e) in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof the following:

(e) A law enforcement officer shall not be prosecuted under subsection (a)
of this section if he or she is authorized to serve civil or criminal process,
including citations, summons, subpoenas, warrants, and other court orders, and
the scope of his or her entrance onto the land or place of another is no more
than necessary to effectuate the service of process.

And that when so amended the bill ought to pass.

Senator Kitchel, for the Committee on Appropriations, to which the bill was
referred, reported recommending that it has considered the same and
recommends that the bill be amended by striking out Sec 8 in its entirety.

And by renumbering the remaining sections of the bill to be numerically
correct.

And that when so amended the bill ought to pass.

Thereupon, the bill was read the second time by title only pursuant to
Rule 43, and the recommendation of amendment of the Committee on
Government Operations, was agreed to.

Thereupon, the recommendation of the Committee on Appropriations, was
agreed to.

Thereupon, third reading of the bill was ordered.

Adjournment

On motion of Senator Campbell, the Senate adjourned until ten o’clock and
thirty minutes in the morning.


