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ORDERS OF THE DAY

ACTION CALENDAR
NEW BUSINESS
Third Reading
S. 260.
An act relating to malt and vinous beverage tastings.
Second Reading
Favorable with Proposal of Amendment
H. 198.
An act relating to the Legacy Insurance Management Act.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Mullin for the Committee on Finance.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

Sec. 1. TITLE

This act shall be known as the “Legacy Insurance Management Act.”
Sec. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE

(@) The Vermont General Assembly finds:

(1) Vermont is a competitive location for highly successful financial
services firms as a result of its leadership in the field of captive insurance.
Vermont’s ability to modernize key aspects of its insurance laws has been a
key to the State’s success.

(2) The management of closed blocks of commercial insurance policies
and reinsurance agreements has been a productive and successful sector of the
insurance industry for decades in other jurisdictions.

(3) Vermont’s respected, sophisticated, and experienced insurance
requlatory apparatus makes it an ideal jurisdiction to establish a non-admitted
insurance and reinsurance management industry.

(4) A new non-admitted insurance and reinsurance management
industry has the potential to attract investment, create well-paying jobs, and
generate tax revenue for Vermont.
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(b) The purpose of this act is to requlate the receipt and management by
solvent Vermont companies of closed blocks of non-admitted commercial
insurance policies and reinsurance agreements.

Sec. 3. 8 V.S.A. chapter 147 is added to read:
CHAPTER 147. LEGACY INSURANCE TRANSFERS
87111. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

(1) “Assuming company”’ means a Vermont-domiciled company
established specifically to acquire a closed block under a legacy insurance
transfer plan approved by the Commissioner.

(2) “Closed block” means a block, line. or group of commercial

non-admitted insurance policies or reinsurance agreements or both:

(A) which a transferring insurer has ceased to offer, write, or sell to
new applicants;

(B) for which all policy periods have been fully expired for not less
than 60 months;

(C) for which active premiums are no longer being paid; and

(D) which is not workers’ compensation, health, life, or any other
personal line of insurance.

(3) “Comment period” means the 60-day period starting on the date
notice is issued by an assuming company under subsection 7112(h) of this
chapter. The Commissioner may, in his or her discretion, extend the comment
period for up to an additional 30 days.

(4) “Commissioner” means the Commissioner of Financial Regulation.

(5) “Controlling party” means a person having “control” of an assuming
company or transferring insurer. “Control” shall have the same meaning as in
section 3681 of this title.

(6) “Department” means the Department of Financial Regulation.

(7)  “Domicile regulator” means the primary insurance regulatory
authority of the domicile jurisdiction of a transferring insurer.

(8) “Inward reinsurance agreement” means a contract of reinsurance
between a transferring insurer and another insurance company with respect to
which a transferring insurer is a party as the reinsurer.
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(9) “Inward reinsurance counterparty’”’ means an insurance company,
other than the transferring insurer, that is a party to an inward reinsurance
agreement as the reinsured.

(10) “Legacy insurance transfer” means the transfer of a closed block in
accordance with the requirements of this chapter.

(11) “Legacy insurance transfer plan” or “plan” means a plan that sets
forth all provisions and includes all documentation regarding a legacy
insurance transfer required under subsection 7112(b) of this chapter.

(12) “Non-admitted insurance” means any property and casualty
insurance permitted to be placed directly or through a surplus lines broker with
a non-admitted insurer eligible to accept such insurance.

(13) “Non-admitted insurer” means, with respect t0 a State, an insurer
not licensed to engage in the business of insurance in such state. The term
does not include a risk retention group or a captive insurance company.

(14) “Outward reinsurance agreement” means a contract of reinsurance
between a transferring insurer and another insurance company with respect to
which a transferring insurer is a party as the reinsured.

(15) “Outward reinsurance counterparty” means an insurance company,
other than the transferring insurer, that is a party to an outward reinsurance
agreement as the reinsurer.

(16) “Party” means:

(A) the assuming company;

(B) the transferring insurer:;

(C) with respect to any policy to be transferred under a plan, each
policyholder;

(D)  with respect to any inward reinsurance agreement to be
transferred under a plan, each inward reinsurance counterparty; and

(E) any other person the Commissioner approves as a party with
respect to such proceeding.

(17) ‘“Plan summary” means a written statement of the kev terms and
provisions of a plan as required under subdivision 7112(b)(20) of this chapter.

(18) “Policy” means a contract of property and casualty insurance that is
neither a contract of reinsurance nor a contract of workers’ compensation,
health, life, or any other personal line of insurance.
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(19) “Policyholder” means the person identified as the policyholder or
first named in a policy.

(20) “Reinsurance agreement” means an inward reinsurance agreement
or an outward reinsurance agreement.

21) “Reinsurance agreement counterparty” means an inward
reinsurance agreement counterparty or an outward reinsurance counterparty.

(22) “Transferring insurer” means a non-admitted insurer that is
transferring a closed block to an assuming company under a legacy insurance

transfer plan.
8§ 7112. APPLICATION; FEE; PLAN

(2) An assuming company shall file a plan with the Commissioner and, at
the time of filing, shall pay to the Commissioner the fee described in
subdivision 7116(a)(1) of this chapter.

(b) A plan shall include the following:

(1) A list of all policies and inward reinsurance agreements in the closed
block to be transferred under the plan.

(2) A list of all outward reinsurance agreements attaching to policies or
inward reinsurance agreements in the closed block.

(3) A list of all policyholders and inward reinsurance counterparties to
policies and inward reinsurance agreements in the closed block to be
transferred under the plan.

(4) The identities of the transferring insurer and the assuming company
and their respective controlling parties, if any.

(5) Certificates issued by the domicile regulator of the transferring
insurer and, if applicable, of any controlling party that is a requlated insurance
company, in each case attesting to the good standing of the transferring insurer
and the controlling party under the insurance requlatory laws of the jurisdiction
of their respective domiciles; or, if any such certificate is not obtainable under
the laws or practices of a domicile regulator, as confirmed in a written opinion
of qualified legal counsel, a certificate of an officer of the transferring insurer
or the controlling party, as applicable, attesting to the foregoing.

(6) A letter of no objection, or the equivalent, from the domicile
requlator of the transferring insurer confirming that the regulator has no
objection to the transfer of the closed block under the plan; or, if any such
certificate is not obtainable under the laws or practices of a domicile regulator,
as confirmed in a written opinion of qualified legal counsel, a certificate of an
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officer of the transferring insurer or the controlling party, as applicable,
attesting to the foregoing.

(7) A list of policies and inward reinsurance agreements in the closed
block to be transferred under the plan, if any, which by their terms and
conditions prohibit assignment and assumption of the rights, liabilities, and
obligations of the transferring insurer without the prior written consent of the
respective policyholder or inward reinsurance counterparty, together with a
statement describing such terms and conditions of any such policy or inward
reinsurance agreement.

(8) The most recent audited financial statements and annual reports of
the transferring insurer filed with its domicile requlator and such other
financial information, if any, with respect to the transferring insurer or any
controlling party of the transferring insurer, as the Commissioner may
reasonably require.

(9)  An actuarial study or opinion in a form satisfactory to the
Commissioner that guantifies the liabilities to be transferred to the assuming
company under the policies or inward reinsurance agreements in the closed
block.

(10) A statement of the outward reinsurance agreement assets, if any,
attaching to any policy or inward reinsurance agreement in the closed block.

(11) Provision, in form and substance reasonably satisfactory to the
Commissioner that:

(A) any dispute resolution procedure under the plan shall not be
inconsistent with the provisions of Title 9 of the United States Code; and

(B) any mediator, adjudicator, or court, if applicable, hearing any
adjudication, proceeding, or appeal from any adjudication proceeding under

the plan shall:
(i) _not attempt to enforce any policy or reinsurance agreement in

the closed block on terms different from those set forth in such policy or
reinsurance agreement;

(i) not apply the laws of this State to any insurer or reinsurer that
is a party to any policy or inward reinsurance agreement in the closed block
and not domiciled in the Vermont unless such policy or reinsurance agreement
provides that Vermont law shall apply; and

(iii) __apply the law applicable to any policy or reinsurance
agreement in the closed block or, if such policy or reinsurance agreement has
no choice of law provision, the law of the domicile jurisdiction of the
policyholder or the ceding party, respectively, shall apply.
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(12) Three years of pro-forma financial statements demonstrating the
solvency of the assuming company.

(13) Officer’s certificates of the transferring insurer and the assuming
company attesting that each has obtained all required internal approvals and
authorizations regarding the plan and completed all necessary and appropriate
actions relating thereto.

(14) The form of notice to be provided under the plan to any
policyholder or inward reinsurance counterparty in connection with any policy
or inward reinsurance agreement in the closed block and how such notice shall

be provided.
(15) The form of notice to be provided under the plan to any outward

reinsurance counterparty attaching to any policy or inward reinsurance
agreement in the closed block and how such notice shall be provided.

(16) A statement describing any pending dispute between the
transferring insurer and any policyholder or inward reinsurance counterparty in
connection with any policy or inward reinsurance agreement in the closed
block or any disputed claim by a third party with respect to any policy or
inward reinsurance agreement in the closed block.

(17) A statement describing the assuming company’s proposed
investment policies, officers, directors, key employees, and other arrangements
regarding matters such as:

(A) any contemplated third-party claims management and
administration arrangements;

(B) operations, management, and solvency relating to the closed
block; and

(C) a detailed plan for annual or other periodic financial reporting to
the Commissioner, including an annual financial audit with actuarial opinion.

(18) A statement from the assuming company consenting to the
jurisdiction of the Commissioner with regard to ongoing oversight of
operations, management, and solvency relating to the closed block, including
the authority of the Commissioner to conduct examinations under section 7117
of this chapter and to set reasonable standards for oversight of the assuming
company, including oversight standards relating to:

(A) material transactions with affiliates:

(B) adequacy of surplus; and

(C) dividends and other distributions, including limitations on
extraordinary dividends.
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(19) A statement from the assuming company submitting to the
jurisdiction and authority of the Commissioner of Insurance, or the equivalent
requlatory authority, in states in which policyholders or reinsurance
counterparties reside, for the purposes of implementing each such state’s
Unfair Claims Settlement Practices Act, or its equivalent, if any, in such state’s
market conduct statutory framework; and confirmation of the delivery of such
statements of submission.

(20) A plan summary which includes all information regarding the plan
as reasonably required by the Commissioner.

(21) The statement described in subsection (c) of this section regarding
the information and documents submitted as part of or with respect to a plan
which are confidential.

(22) Any other information the Commissioner may reasonably require
with respect to the plan in the exercise of his or her discretion.

(c) The plan shall include a statement of the information and
documentation included in the plan that the assuming company or the
transferring insurer may request be given confidential treatment, which in all
cases shall include all information identifying policyholders and reinsurance
counterparties and which may include any information that qualifies as a trade
secret or other confidential research, development, or commercial information
of the transferring insurer or the assuming company. The Commissioner,
subject to the exercise of his or her reasonable discretion, shall determine
whether the information designated in such statement qualifies for confidential
treatment and therefore shall be exempt from public inspection and copying
under the Public Records Act. Any information gqualifying for confidential
treatment shall not be subject to subpoena and shall not be made public by the
Commissioner or by any other person; provided, however, the Commissioner
may in his or her discretion grant access to such information to public officers
having jurisdiction over the requlation of insurance in any other state or
country, to public officers of a foreign or alien financial requlatory authority,
or to state or federal law enforcement officers pursuant to a validly issued
subpoena or search warrant; provided that such officers receiving the
information agree in writing to hold it in a manner consistent with this
subsection.

(d) _Within 10 business days of the date the application is filed and the fee
payable under subsection (a) of this section is paid in full, the Commissioner
shall notify the assuming company whether the plan is complete. In his or her
discretion, the Commissioner may extend the 10-business-day application
review period for an additional 10 business days. With the written consent of
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the assuming company, the application review period may be extended beyond
20 business days.

(e) Upon submission of a plan, the assuming company shall have a
continuing obligation to notify the Commissioner promptly and in a full and
accurate manner of any material change to information in the plan.

(f) _If the Commissioner notifies the assuming company that the plan is not
complete, the Commissioner shall specify any modifications, supplements, or
amendments to the plan that are required, and any additional information or
documentation with respect to the plan that must be provided to the
Commissioner before the Commissioner issues the notice referenced in
subsection (d) of this section.

(g) If the Commissioner notifies the assuming company that the plan is
complete, the Commissioner shall set a date, time, and place for a hearing on
the plan as required under subsection (m) of this section.

(h) _Within 30 days of the date the Commissioner notifies the assuming
company under subsection (g) of this section that the plan is complete, the
assuming company shall cause notice to be provided, in the form and manner
specified in the plan, to all policyholders and reinsurance counterparties listed
in the plan. The notice shall:

(1) comply with the plan and the provisions of 3 V.S.A. § 809(b);
(2) include the plan summary;

(3) describe the effect of the plan and the transfer on each policyholder
and reinsurance counterparty and on his or her respective policy or reinsurance
agreement, as applicable;

(4) state the right of each policyholder or inward reinsurance
counterparty to:

(A) accept or object to the plan, together with a description of the
means by which a policyholder or inward reinsurance counterparty may
expressly accept or object to the plan and the effect of such acceptance or
objection;

(B) file written comments on the plan with the Commissioner; and

(C) appear and present evidence on the plan at the hearing;

(5) describe the terms and conditions under which a policyholder or
inward reinsurance counterparty shall be deemed to have accepted the plan;

(6) specify the date, time, and place of the hearing on the plan;
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(7) include all other information reasonably required by the
Commissioner; and

(8) be published in two newspapers of general nationwide circulation on
two separate occasions, as determined by the Commissioner.

(i) During the comment period:

(1) any party may file written comments on the plan with the
Commissioner;

(2) any policyholder or inward reinsurance counterparty may, by
delivery of such notice in accordance with the terms and conditions of the plan
and prior to the expiration of the comment period, provide an express written
notice that he or she accepts or objects to the plan; and

(3) the assuming company shall file with the Commissioner such
additional documentation and information regarding the plan as the
Commissioner may reasonably require.

(1)__In the event that, prior to the expiration of the comment period, any
policyholder or inward reinsurance counterparty provides express written
notice that he or she objects to the plan and specifies the policy or agreement
with respect to which such objection is made, the assuming company shall, not
later than 15 days after the end of the comment period, submit to the
Commissioner either:

(1) an amended list of policies and reinsurance agreements in the plan,
excluding such policyholder or inward reinsurance counterparty and its
respective policy or inward reinsurance agreement from the plan; or

(2) an express written notice from such policyholder or inward
reinsurance counterparty accepting the plan and consenting to the transfer
having the full force and effect of a statutory novation of its respective policy
or_reinsurance agreement, as applicable, and withdrawing and rescinding its
prior notice of objection.

(k) Except as provided in subsection 7114(f) of this chapter, any
policyholder or inward reinsurance counterparty that, prior to the expiration of
the comment period, has not provided express written notice objecting to the
plan shall be deemed to have accepted the plan and the transfer shall have the
full force and effect of a statutory novation of his or her respective policy or
inward reinsurance agreement, as applicable.

()_Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter to the contrary, if a policy
or inward reinsurance agreement contains a provision prohibiting the transfer
of the policy or inward reinsurance agreement without the consent of the
policyholder or inward reinsurance counterparty, then such policy or inward
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reinsurance agreement shall not be transferred under this chapter unless the
applicable policyholder or inward reinsurance counterparty provides written
consent to the proposed transfer.

(m) The hearing on the plan shall be held not later than 60 days after the
end of the comment period. In his or her discretion, the Commissioner may
postpone the hearing for an additional 10 days. With the written consent of the
assuming company, the hearing may be postponed beyond 70 days. Each party
participating in the hearing shall bear his or her own costs and attorney’s fees.

§ 7113. PLAN REVIEW

(a) The Commissioner may retain an actuary to conduct an actuarial study
guantifying the liabilities under insurance policies and reinsurance agreements
to be transferred to the assuming company under the plan and is authorized to
retain_any other legal, financial, and examination services from outside the
Department necessary to assist in plan review.

(b) In reviewing the plan, the Commissioner shall take into account all
written comments filed with respect to the plan, all evidence taken at the
hearing, and any other factors the Commissioner reasonably deems relevant
with respect to the plan. In all cases, the Commissioner shall make findings
with respect to each of the following:

(1) the solvency of the assuming company before and after the
implementation of the proposed plan;

(2) the adequacy of the assuming company’s proposals described in the
statement required under subdivision 7112(b)(17) of this chapter:;

(3) the adequacy of the assuming company’s consent to jurisdiction
required under subdivision 7112(b)(18) of this chapter:;

(4) the ability of the assuming company to comply with all requirements
of the policies and inward reinsurance agreements, including the capacity of
the assuming company regarding the administration of claims in process on or
after the effective date of the transfer;

(5) whether any outward reinsurance agreement relating to any policy or
policies in the closed block will be adversely affected by the transfer;

(6) whether the plan materially adversely affects the interests of any
party or outward reinsurance counterparty, including the interests of any
policyholder or inward reinsurance counterparty who has accepted or has been
deemed to have accepted the plan;

(7) whether policyholders or inward reinsurance counterparties, together
with their respective insurance policies and inward reinsurance agreements,
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have been excluded from the plan as required under subsections 7112(j) and (1)
of this chapter; and

(8) the fairness of the plan to all parties.
8§ 7114. ORDER

(a) _Within 30 days of the date the hearing is held on the plan, the
Commissioner shall issue an order setting forth the amount of fees payable by
the assuming company under subdivision 7116(a)(2) of this chapter, payable
not later than 14 days after the date of such order. Upon receipt of such
payment, the Commissioner shall within five days issue an order approving or
disapproving the plan in whole or in part. Whenever it is not practicable to
issue an order within 30 days, the Commissioner may extend such time up to
an additional 30 days. If the order approves the plan, the order shall:

(1) include the terms and conditions of the Commissioner’s oversight
with regard to ongoing oversight of the operations, management, and solvency
relating to the closed block and any specific standards that the assuming
company will be required to comply with, including standards relating to:

(A) material transactions with affiliates:

(B) adequacy of surplus; and

(C) dividends and other distributions, including limitations on
dividends:

(2) set forth the tax payable by the assuming company under subsection
7116(b) of this chapter, which tax shall be payable not later than 14 days after
the date of such order;

(3)  not be effective until such time as the costs and transfer tax
described in this subsection have been paid in full.

(b) The Commissioner shall not approve a plan unless the Commissioner
finds that the assuming company has:

(1) sufficient assets to meet its liabilities;

(2) sufficient procedures in place for the handling of claims;

(3) consented to sufficient requlatory oversight by the Department; and

(4) excluded from the plan any policy or agreement required to be
excluded under subsections 7112(j) and (1) of this chapter.

(c) An order issued under subsection (a) of this section approving the plan
shall have the full force and effect of a statutory novation with respect to all
policyholders and reinsurance counterparties and their respective policies and
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reinsurance agreements under the plan and shall provide that the transferring
insurer shall have no further rights, obligations, or liabilities with respect to
such policies and reinsurance agreements, and that the assuming company shall
have all such rights, obligations, and liabilities as if it, instead of the
transferring insurer, were the original party to such policies and reinsurance

agreements.
(d) The Commissioner may issue any other orders he or she reasonably

deems necessary to fully implement an order issued under subsection (a) of
this section.

(e) No order issued under subsection (a) or (d) of this section shall be
construed to modify or amend the terms of a policy or reinsurance agreement,
other than with respect to matters specifically subject to modification or
amendment under this chapter.

(f) _If a policyholder or inward reinsurance counterparty provides express
written notice that he or she objects to the plan after the comment period has
expired, and provides evidence reasonably satisfactory to the Commissioner
that he or she was not provided notice of the plan in the form and manner
previously approved by the Commissioner, or if an outward reinsurance
counterparty or other party provides express written notice that he or she
objects to a plan, the Commissioner may not approve the plan with respect to
such party unless the Commissioner determines that the plan:

(1) does not materially adversely affect the objecting party; and

(2) otherwise complies with the requirements of this chapter.

(g) At any time before the Commissioner issues the order described in
subsection (a) of this section, the assuming company may file an amendment to
the plan, subject to the Commissioner’s approval.

(h) At any time before the Commissioner issues the order described in
subsection (a) of this section, the assuming company may withdraw the plan
without prejudice. Upon such withdrawal, however, the Commissioner shall
issue _an order setting forth the amount of fees payable by the assuming
company under subdivision 7116(a)(2) of this chapter, payable not later than
14 days after the date of such order.

§ 7115. JURISDICTION; APPEALS

(@) The Commissioner shall have exclusive regulatory jurisdiction with
respect to the review and approval or denial of any plan.

(b) Any party aggrieved by a final order of the Commissioner may appeal
that order to the Vermont Supreme Court under 3 V.S.A. § 815.
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§ 7116. FEE; COSTS; TRANSFER TAX

(@) To cover the costs of processing and reviewing a plan under this
chapter, the assuming company shall pay to the Commissioner the following
nonrefundable fees at the times set forth in subsections 7112(a) and 7114(a) of

this chapter:
(1) an administrative fee in the amount of $30,000.00; and

(2) the reasonable costs of persons retained by the Commissioner under
subsection 7113(a) of this chapter.

(b) When a plan is approved, the assuming company shall pay the
Commissioner a transfer tax equal to the sum of:

(1) one percent of the first $100,000,000.00 of the gross liabilities
transferred, including direct and assumed unpaid claims, losses, and loss
adjustment expenses with no reductions for amounts ceded; and

(2) 0.5 percent of the gross liabilities transferred that exceed
$100,000,000.00, including direct and assumed unpaid claims, losses, and loss
adjustment expenses with no reductions for amounts ceded.

(c) All fees and payments received by the Department under subsection (a)
of this section and 10 percent of the transfer tax under subsection (b) of this
section shall be credited to the insurance requlatory and supervision fund under
section 80 of this title. The remaining 90 percent of the transfer tax shall be
deposited directly into the general fund.

8§ 7117. EXAMINATIONS

(a) The Commissioner has the authority to order any assuming company to
produce any records, books, and papers in the possession of the assuming
company or_its affiliates necessary to ascertain the financial condition or
legality of conduct of the assuming company.

(b) The Commissioner shall exercise his or her authority under subsection
(a) of this section only if he or she has reason to believe the interests of the
assuming company’s policyholders may be adversely affected under the plan.

(c) The Commissioner may retain, at the assuming company’s expense,
attorneys, actuaries, accountants, and other experts not otherwise a part of the
Commissioner’s staff reasonably necessary to assist with an examination under
this section. Any persons so retained shall be under the direction and control
of the Commissioner and shall act in a purely advisory capacity.

(d) Each assuming company that produces records, books, and papers for
examination under this section shall pay the expense of such examination.
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§7118. APPLICABLE LAWS

(a) Chapter 157 (transfer and novation of insurance contracts) of this title
shall not apply to any legacy insurance transfer under this chapter.

(b) In the event of any conflict between a provision of this chapter and any
other provision of this title, such provision of this chapter shall control.

(c) A proposed legacy insurance transfer shall be a “contested case” under
3 V.S.A. chapter 25, except that a “party” shall be limited as defined in
subdivision 7111(16) of this chapter.

8 7119. ASSUMING COMPANY; BOARD; PRINCIPAL PLACE OF
BUSINESS; REGISTERED AGENT

No assuming company shall be a party to a legacy insurance transfer under
this chapter unless:

(1) its board of directors or committee of managers holds at least one
meeting each year in this State;

(2) it maintains its principal place of business in this State; and

(3) it appoints a registered agent to accept service of process and to
otherwise act on its behalf in this State; provided that whenever such registered
agent cannot with reasonable diligence be found at the registered office of the
assuming company, the Secretary of State shall be an agent of such assuming
company upon whom any process, notice, or demand may be served.

8§ 7120. POSTING OF PLANS ON WEBSITE

The Commissioner shall require that all plans filed with the Department are
posted on the Department’s website, along with any other notice or other
information the Commissioner deems appropriate, excluding any information
designated as confidential under subsection 7112(c) of this chapter.

8§ 7121. REGULATION OF ASSUMING COMPANIES AND SERVICE
PROVIDERS

(2) An assuming company shall be subject to all rules adopted by the
Commissioner under this chapter and also shall be subject to:

(1) chapter 145 (supervision, rehabilitation, and liquidation of insurers)
of this title;

(2) the market conduct and unfair trade practices provisions of chapter
129 (insurance trade practices) of this title, as deemed applicable by the
Commissioner; and
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(3) in addition to the initial transfer tax required under subsection
7116(b) of this chapter, an annual renewal fee of $300.00.

(b) An assuming company shall not be subject to the requirements of

chapter 101, subchapter 9 (Property and Casualty Insurance Guaranty
Association) of this title.

(c) The Commissioner may adopt rules regarding the provision of services
to_an assuming company by persons other than any director, officer, or
employee of the assuming company with respect to the administration of
policies and reinsurance agreements assumed by the assuming company under
a legacy insurance transfer, including licensing or other requirements.

(d) The Commissioner may adopt any other rules necessary or appropriate
to carry out the provisions of this chapter.

Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect on passage.
(Committee vote: 7-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal for April 9, 2013, page 691-
705 and April 11, 2013, page 722.)

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Westman for the Committee on Appropriations.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill as proposed by the Committee on Finance, with the following
amendment thereto:

In Sec. 3, 8 V.S.A. § 7112, by striking out subsection (c) in its entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof a new subsection (c) to read as follows:

(c)(1) Information in the plan identifying policyholders and reinsurance
counterparties shall be exempt from public inspection and copying under the
Public Records Act.

(2) The plan shall include a statement of the information and
documentation included in the plan that the assuming company or the
transferring _insurer requests be given confidential treatment. The
Commissioner _shall determine whether _information designated in _the
statement, including any information designated as trade secrets, is exempt
from public inspection and copying under the Public Records Act. If such
information is exempt, it shall not be subject to subpoena and shall not be
made public by the Commissioner or by any other person; provided, however,
the Commissioner may in his or her discretion grant access to such information
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to public officers having jurisdiction over the requlation of insurance in any
other state or country, to public officers of a foreign or alien financial
requlatory authority, or to state or federal law enforcement officers pursuant to
a_validly issued subpoena or search warrant; provided that such officers
receiving the information agree in writing to hold it in a manner consistent
with this subsection.

(Committee vote: 6-0-0)

PROPOSAL OF AMENDMENT TO H. 198 TO BE OFFERED BY
SENATORS MULLIN, GALBRAITH, AND ASHE

Senators Mullin, Galbraith, and Ashe move to amend the recommendation
of the Committee on Finance as follows:

First: In Sec. 3, 8 V.S.A. § 7112(b) (plan requirements), by striking out
subdivision (5) in its entirety and by inserting in lieu thereof a new subdivision
(5) as follows:

(5) Certificates issued by the domicile requlator of the transferring insurer
and, if applicable, of any controlling party that is a regulated insurance
company, in each case attesting to the good standing of the transferring insurer
and the controlling party under the insurance regulatory laws of the jurisdiction
of their respective domiciles; or, if any such certificate is not obtainable under
the laws or practices of a domicile regulator, a certificate of the transferring
insurer_or_the controlling party, as applicable, attesting to the foregoing,
verified by oath of two of its executive officers.

Second: In Sec. 3, 8 V.S.A. § 7112(b) (plan requirements), by striking out
subdivision (6) in its entirety and by inserting in lieu thereof a new subdivision
(6) as follows:

(6) A letter of no objection, or the equivalent, from the domicile regulator
of the transferring insurer confirming that the regulator has no objection to the
transfer of the closed block under the plan; or, if any such certificate is not
obtainable under the laws or practices of a domicile requlator, a certificate of
the transferring insurer or the controlling party, as applicable, attesting to the
foregoing, verified by oath of two of its executive officers.

Third: In Sec. 3, 8 V.S.A. 8 7112(b) (plan requirements), by striking out
subdivision (11) in its entirety and by renumbering the remaining subdivisions
to be numerically correct

Fourth: In Sec. 3, 8 V.S.A. 8 7111(17), by striking out “subdivision
7112(b)(20)” and by inserting in lieu thereof subdivision 7112(b)(19)

Fifth: In Sec. 3, 8 V.S.A. §7113(b)(2), by striking out “subdivision
7112(b)(17)” and by inserting in lieu thereof subdivision 7112(b)(16)
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Sixth: In Sec. 3, 8 V.S.A. §7113(b)(3), by striking out “subdivision
7112(b)(18)” and by inserting in lieu thereof subdivision 7112(b)(17)

Seventh: In Sec. 3, 8 V.S.A. §7112(h) (notice to policyholders and
reinsurance counterparties), in the first sentence, after the words the assuming
company shall cause, by adding the words direct written

House Proposal of Amendment to Senate Proposal of Amendment
H. 524.
An act relating to making technical amendments to education laws

The House concurs in the Senate proposal of amendment with further
amendment thereto as follows:

First: By deleting Sec. 34 (16 V.S.A. § 254; records check for educator
licensure) in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 34. [Deleted.]

Second: By deleting Sec. 85 (16 V.S.A. 8§ 706g; designation of union
school districts) in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 85. [Deleted.]

Third: By deleting Sec. 105 (16 V.S.A. § 1045; driver training course) in
its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 105. [Deleted.]

Fourth: By deleting Secs. 109 (16 V.S.A. § 1049; Adult Diploma Program
and General Education Development Program) and 110 (16 V.S.A. § 1049a;
High School Completion Program) in their entirety and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

Sec. 109. [Deleted.]
Sec. 110. [Deleted.]

Fifth: By deleting Sec. 130 (16 V.S.A. 8 1262a; grants for school meals) in
its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 130. [Deleted.]

Sixth: By deleting Sec. 135 (16 V.S.A. § 1431(b); concussion guidelines)
in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 135. [Deleted.]

Seventh: By deleting Sec. 146 (16 V.S.A. 8 1541a; career technical
education) in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the following:
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Sec. 146. [Deleted.]

Eighth: By deleting Secs. 215 and 216 (16 V.S.A. 8 3224; treasurer’s
report; grammar school lands) in their entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

Sec. 215. [Deleted.]
Sec. 216. [Deleted.]

Ninth: By deleting Sec. 229 (16 V.S.A. 8 3851(c); definition of “eligible
institution”) in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 229. [Deleted.]

Tenth: By deleting Sec. 237 (16 V.S.A. § 4011; education payments) in its
entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 237. [Deleted.]

Eleventh: By deleting Sec. 289 (33 V.S.A. § 703(b); membership of
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Council) in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

Sec. 289. [Deleted.]

(For text of Senate Proposal of Amendment, see House Journal of January 9,
2014, page 56.)

NOTICE CALENDAR
Second Reading
Favorable
H. 593.

An act relating to the Winooski School District Charter’s term of office for
the District Treasurer.

Reported favorably by Senator French for the Committee on
Government Operations.

(Committee vote: 5-0-0)
(No House amendments)
Favorable with Recommendation of Amendment
S. 177.
An act relating to nonjudicial discipline.
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Reported favorably with recommendation of amendment by Senator
McAllister for the Committee on Government Operations.

The Committee recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 20 V.S.A. chapter 39 (courts-martial) §8 941-945 are designated as
subchapter 1, which is added to read:

Subchapter 1. General Provisions
Sec. 2. 20 V.S.A. chapter 39 (courts-martial), subchapter 2 is added to read:
Subchapter 2. Nonjudicial Discipline
8961. COMMANDING OFFICER NONJUDICIAL DISCIPLINE

(2)(1) A commanding officer may impose nonjudicial discipline upon a
service member for minor military offenses without the intervention of a
court-martial in accordance with the provisions this subchapter.

(2) The commanding officer who intends to impose nonjudicial
discipline upon a service member shall notify him or her of the following:

(A) the nature of the alleged offense;

(B) the commanding officer’s intent to dispose of the matter by
nonjudicial discipline; and

(C) any other nonjudicial discipline procedural rights established by
regulation.

(3) As used in this section, “commanding officer” shall include an
officer-in-charge.

(b) A commanding officer may impose upon enlisted members of the
officer’s command:

(1) an admonition;

(2) areprimand;

(3) for members who are serving on full-time military orders in excess
of 179 days, the forfeiture of up to seven days of pay and, for all others, up to
four days of pay;

(4) a fine of not more than seven days’ pay:;

(5) a reduction to the next inferior pay grade, if the grade from which
the member is demoted is within the promotion authority of the officer
imposing the reduction or any officer subordinate to the one who imposes the
reduction;
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(6) extra duties for not more than 14 days, which need not be
consecutive; and

(7) restriction to certain specified limits, with or without suspension
from duty, for not more than 14 days, which need not be consecutive.

(c) A commanding officer of the grade of major or above may impose upon
enlisted members of the officer’s command:

(1) any discipline authorized in subdivisions (b)(1), (2), and (3) of this
section;

(2) for members who are serving on full-time military orders in excess
of 179 days, the forfeiture of not more than one-half of one month’s pay per
month for up to two months, and, for all others, up to 14 days of pay;

(3) a fine of not more than one month’s pay;

(4) a reduction to the lowest or any intermediate pay grade, if the grade
from which the member is demoted is within the promotion authority of the
officer_imposing the reduction or any officer subordinate to the one who
imposes the reduction, but an enlisted member in a pay grade above E-4 may
not be reduced more than two pay grades;

(5) for members who are serving on full-time military orders in excess
of 179 days, the imposition of extra duties for up to 45 days which need not be
consecutive, and, for all others, the imposition of extra duties for up to 14 days
which need not be consecutive; and

(6) restriction to certain specified limits, with or without suspension
from duty, for not more than 60 days, which need not be consecutive.

(d)(1) The Adjutant and Inspector General or an officer of a general or flag
rank in command may impose:

(A) upon an officer or warrant officer of the officer’s command, any
discipline authorized in subdivisions (c)(1), (2), (3), and (6) of this section;

(B) upon an enlisted member of the officer’s command, any
discipline authorized in subsection (c) of this section.

(2) The Adjutant and Inspector General or an officer of a general or flag
rank in command may delegate his or her powers under this subsection to a
principle assistant who is a member of the Vermont National Guard.

(e) Whenever any disciplines imposed under this section are to be served
consecutively, the total length of the combined discipline shall not exceed the
authorized duration of the longest discipline in the combination, and there shall
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be an apportionment of disciplines so that no single discipline in the
combination exceeds its authorized length.

(H(1) The officer who imposes the discipline or his or her successor in
command may at any time suspend, set aside, mitigate, or remit any part or
amount of the discipline and restore all rights, privileges, and property
affected. The officer also may mitigate a reduction in grade to a forfeiture of
pay or mitigate extra duties to a restriction to certain specified limits.

(2) The mitigated discipline shall not be for a greater period than the
original discipline mitigated. When mitigating reduction in grade to forfeiture
of pay, the amount of the forfeiture shall not be greater than the amount that
could have been imposed initially under this section by the officer who
imposed the discipline.

()  Whenever a discipline of forfeiture of pay is imposed under this
section, the forfeiture may apply to pay accruing before, on, or after the date
that discipline is imposed.

8§ 962. SERVICE MEMBERS SUBJECT TO NONJUDICIAL DISCIPLINE

() A service member subject to nonjudicial discipline under this
subchapter shall, during the course of his or her disciplinary proceedings, have

the right to:

(1) consult with a judge advocate or with private counsel at the service
member’s own expense:

(2) submit matters in extenuation, mitigation, or defense; and

(3) call and examine witnesses, to the extent witness are reasonably
available.

(b)(1) Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, a service
member subject to nonjudicial discipline shall have the right to demand a
court-martial in lieu of nonjudicial discipline.

(2) A service member subject to nonjudicial discipline shall not have the
right to demand a court-martial in lieu of nonjudicial discipline if the service
member is notified by the commanding officer that the commanding officer
does not intend to impose a restriction to certain specified limits, a fine, or
extra duties if, after a hearing, the service member is found guilty of any
offense with which he or she is charged.

(c)(1) A service member subject to nonjudicial discipline under this
subchapter may elect to have his or her case heard before a nonjudicial
discipline panel, described in section 963 of this subchapter.
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(2) The service member shall have 24 hours from the commanding
officer’s notice of his or her intent to dispose of the matter by nonjudicial
discipline to make an election for disposition by a nonjudicial panel, and shall
have the right to consult with a judge advocate or with private counsel at the
service member’s own expense prior to making such a decision.

8 963. NONJUDICIAL DISCIPLINE PANELS

(2) When a service member elects to have his or her case heard before a
nonjudicial discipline panel as provided in section 962 of this subchapter, the
panel shall be formed as follows:

(1) The panel shall consist of three members, appointed by the next
higher authority of the commanding officer who seeks to impose the
nonjudicial discipline.

(2) The members of the panel shall be officers who are senior to the
service member requesting the panel. If it is an enlisted service member
requesting the panel, there shall be at least one enlisted service member on the
panel, but that enlisted service member must be senior to the enlisted service
member requesting the panel.

(3) The senior member of the panel shall be the chair. The most
junior member shall be the recorder and shall record summaries of the

proceedings.

(4) If the nonjudicial discipline is being offered by a general officer,
the panel shall consist of three members appointed by the Adjutant and
Inspector General with the most senior member being the chair and the most
junior member being the recorder, who shall record the summaries of the

proceedings.

(b) The panel decision shall be by majority vote. The panel shall have the
same authority and responsibility in conducting the proceeding and disposing
of the matter, including imposing nonjudicial discipline, as has a commanding
officer of the grade of major or above pursuant to this subchapter.

(c)(1) The panel shall forward its recommendation for disposition and
imposition of discipline, if any, to the authority who appointed the panel under
subsection (a) of this section.

(2)(A)  The appointing authority may approve the recommended
discipline or any part or amount as the appointing authority sees fit and may
suspend, mitigate, or remit the recommended discipline as he or she deems

appropriate.
(B) The appointing authority shall not approve any discipline in

excess of that recommended by the panel.
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§ 964. APPEALS FROM NONJUDICIAL DISCIPLINE DECISIONS

(a)(1) A service member disciplined under this subchapter who considers
the discipline unjust or disproportionate to the offense may appeal to the next
superior authority within 15 days after the discipline is either announced or
notice of the discipline is sent to the accused, as the commander under section
961 or the appointing authority under section 963 of this subchapter may
determine.

(2) An appeal from the decision of an appointing authority under section
963 of this subchapter shall be taken directly to the next higher authority,
unless the action is initiated by a general officer, in which case the Adjutant
and Inspector General shall have the final decision.

(b) The appeal shall be promptly forwarded and decided, but the service
member disciplined may, in the meantime, be required to undergo the
discipline adjudged.

(c)(1) The superior authority may exercise the same powers with respect to
the discipline imposed as may be exercised under section 961 or 963 of this
subchapter by the officer who imposed the discipline, except that the superior
authority shall not impose any discipline in excess of what was originally
imposed.

(2) Before acting on an appeal, the authority may refer the case to a
judge advocate for consideration and advice.
8§ 965. EFFECT OF NONJUDICIAL DISCIPLINE

(a) The imposition and enforcement of nonjudicial discipline under this
subchapter for any act or omission shall not be a bar to trial by court-martial or
a_civilian court of competent jurisdiction for a serious crime or offense
growing out of the same act or omission and not properly punishable under this

subchapter.

(b) The fact that nonjudicial discipline has been enforced may be shown by
the accused upon trial and, when so shown, it shall be considered in
determining the measure of discipline to be adjudged in the event of a finding

of guilty.
Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on July 1, 2014.
(Committee vote: 5-0-0)
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Favorable with Proposal of Amendment
H. 526.
An act relating to the establishment of lake shoreland protection standards.

Reported favorably with recommendation of proposal of amendment
by Senator Snelling for the Committee on Natural Resources and Energy.

The Committee recommends that the Senate propose to the House to amend
the bill by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in lieu thereof
the following:

Sec. 1. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND LEGISLATIVE INTENT
The General Assembly finds and declares that:

(1) Clean water is essential in Vermont’s quality of life.

(2) Preserving, protecting, and restoring the water quality of all lakes,
ponds, rivers, and streams are necessary for the clean water, recreation,
economic opportunity, wildlife habitat, and ecological value that such waters
provide.

(3) Currently, there are multiple pressures on the protection of the water
quality of the State’s surface waters.

(4) The State has responded to the multiple pressures on water quality
by implementing requlatory programs for stormwater, wastewater, and
agricultural runoff, but water quality issues remain that need addressing.

(5) Vermont’s lakes are among the State’s most valuable and fragile
economic _and natural resources, and the protection of naturally vegetated
shorelands adjacent to lakes is necessary to prevent water quality degradation,
maintain healthy habitat, and promote flood resilience.

(6)  Naturally vegetated shorelands and implementation of best
management practices in lands adjacent to lakes function to:

(A) intercept and infiltrate surface water runoff, wastewater, and
groundwater flows from upland sources;

(B) remove or minimize the effects of nutrients, sediment, organic
matter, pesticides, and other pollutants;

(C) moderate the temperature of shallow water habitat;

(D) maintain the conditions that sustain the full support of aquatic
biota, wildlife, and aquatic habitat uses; and
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(E) promote stability and flood resilience by protecting shoreline
banks from erosion.

(7) Healthy lakes and adjacent shorelands:

(A) support Vermont’s tourism economy and promote widespread
recreational opportunities, including swimming, boating, fishing, and hunting;

(B) support property values and tax base; and

(C) reduce human health risks.

(8) According to the Agency of Natural Resources Water Quality
Remediation, Implementation, and Funding Report in 2013, review of the
development, protection, and stabilization of shorelands is necessary because
of the importance of shorelands to the health of lakes.

(9) A lake or pond of more than 10 acres is located in 184 of the State’s
251 municipalities. However, only 48 municipalities have shoreland zoning
that requires vegetative cover. Scientifically based standards for impervious
surface and cleared area adjacent to lakes are necessary to protect and maintain
the integrity of water quality and aquatic and shoreland habitat, while also
allowing for reasonable development of shorelands.

(10) The shorelands of the state owned by private persons remain
private property, and this act does not extend the common-law public trust
doctrine to private shoreland that is not currently public trust land. The State
has an interest in protecting lakes and adjacent shorelands in a manner that
respects existing rights of property owners to control access to land they own
in lake shorelands, and the regulation of the creation of new impervious
surface or cleared area in the shoreland areas should not and does not affect the
ability of property owners to control access to their lands.

(11) In order to fulfill the State’s role as trustee of its waters and
promote public health, safety, and the general welfare, it is in the public
interest for the General Assembly to establish lake shoreland protection
standards for impervious surface and cleared area in the shorelands adjacent to
the State’s lakes.

Sec. 2. 10 V.S.A. chapter 49A is added to read:

CHAPTER 49A. LAKE SHORELAND PROTECTION STANDARDS
§ 1441. PURPOSE

The purposes of this chapter shall be to:

(1) provide clear and adaptable standards for the creation of impervious
surface or cleared area in lands adjacent to lakes;
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(2) prevent degradation of water quality in lakes and preserve natural
stability of shoreline;

(3) protect aquatic biota and protect habitat for wildlife and aquatic life;

(4) mitigate, minimize, and manage any impact of new impervious
surface and new cleared area on the lakes of the State;

(5) mitigate the damage that floods and erosion cause to development,
structures, and other resources in the lands adjacent to lakes;

(6) accommodate creation of cleared areas and impervious surfaces in
protected shoreland areas in a manner that allows for reasonable development
of existing parcels;

(7) protect shoreland owners’ access to, views of, and use of the State’s
lakes; and

(8) preserve and further the economic benefits and values of lakes and
their adjacent shorelands.

§ 1442. DEFINITIONS
As used in this chapter:

(1) “Agency” means the Agency of Natural Resources.

2) “Best management practices” means approved activities,
maintenance procedures, and other practices to prevent or reduce the effects of
impervious surface or cleared area on water quality and natural resources.

(3) “Cleared area” means an area where existing vegetative cover, soil,
tree canopy, or duff is permanently removed or altered. Cleared area shall not
mean _management of vegetative cover conducted according to the
requirements of section 1447 of this title.

(4) “Duff” means leaf litter plus small fragments of plants and organic
debris that provide a spongy substrate that absorbs the enerqy of falling water
and allows runoff to infiltrate soil.

(5) “Expansion” means an increase or addition of impervious surface or
cleared area.

(6) “Grass lawn” means land maintained in continuous plant coverage of
grasses and similar plants that are closely and reqularly mowed, including
meadow or pasture on nonagricultural land. “Grass lawn” does not include
pasture cropland, land used to grow sod, or similar land used for agricultural

production.
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(7) “Habitable structure” means a permanent assembly of materials built
for the support, shelter, or enclosure of persons, animals, goods, or property,
including a dwelling, a commercial or industrial building, and driveways,
decks, and patios attached or appurtenant to a dwelling or commercial or
industrial building. “Habitable structure” shall not mean a motor home, as that
term is defined under 32 V.S.A. 8 8902, tents, lean-tos, or other temporary
structures.

(8) “Impervious surface” means those manmade surfaces, including
paved and unpaved roads, parking areas, roofs, driveways, and walkways, from
which precipitation runs off rather than infiltrates.

(9) “Lake” means a body of standing water, including a pond or a
reservoir, which may have natural or artificial water level control. Private
ponds shall not be considered lakes.

(10) “Mean water level” means the mean water level of a lake as defined
in the Mean Water Level Rules of the Agency of Natural Resources adopted
under 29 V.S.A. § 410.

(11) “Parcel” means a portion of land or a tract of land with defined
boundaries created by dividing the land by sale, gift, lease, mortgage,
foreclosure, court-ordered partition or decree, or filing of a plat, plan, or deed
in the records of the municipality where the act of division occurred.

(12) “Private pond” means a body of standing water that is a natural
water body of not more than 20 acres located on property owned by a person or
an artificial water body of any size located on property owned by one person.
A “private pond” shall include a reservoir specifically constructed for one of
the following purposes:  snowmaking storage, golf course irrigation,
stormwater management, or fire suppression.

(13) “Private road” means a road or street other than a highway, as that
term is defined in 19 V.S.A. § 1(12), that is owned by one or more persons and
that is used as a means of travel from a highway to more than one parcel of
land.

(14) ““Project” means an act or activity that results in cleared area or the
creation of impervious surface in a protected shoreland area.

(15) “Protected shoreland area” means all land located within 250 feet
of the mean water level of a lake that is greater than 10 acres in surface area.

(16) “Secretary” means the Secretary of Natural Resources or the
Secretary’s duly authorized representative.

(17) “Slope” means the vertical rise divided by the horizontal run of a
place expressed as a percentage.
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(18) “Stormwater runoff” means precipitation and snowmelt that does
not infiltrate into the soil, including material dissolved or suspended in it, but
does not include discharges from undisturbed natural terrain or wastes from
combined sewer overflows.

(19) “Vegetative cover” means mixed vegetation within the protected
shoreland area, consisting of trees, shrubs, egroundcover, and duff. “Vegetative
cover” shall not mean grass lawns, noxious weeds designated by the Secretary
of Agriculture, Food and Markets under 6 V.S.A. chapter 84, or nuisance
plants, such as poison ivy and poison oak, designated by the Secretary of
Natural Resources.

§ 1443. INDIVIDUAL PERMIT REQUIREMENT FOR IMPERVIOUS
SURFACE OR CLEARED AREA IN A PROTECTED
SHORELAND AREA

(a) Permit requirement. A person shall not create cleared area or
impervious surface in a protected shoreland area without a permit from the
Secretary, except for activities authorized to occur without a permit under
section 1446 of this title.

(b) Permit issuance. The Secretary shall issue a permit under this section if
the proposed impervious surface or cleared area meets the requirements of
sections 1444 or 1445 of this title.

(c) Permit process.

(1) A person applying for a permit shall do so on a form provided by the
Secretary. The application shall be posted on the Agency’s website.

(2) A person applying for a permit shall provide notice, on a form
provided by the Secretary, to the municipal clerk of the municipality in which
the construction of impervious surface or creation of cleared area is located at
the time the application is filed with the Secretary.

(3) The Secretary shall provide an opportunity for written comment,
regarding whether an application complies with the requirements of this
chapter or any rule adopted by the Secretary, for 30 days following receipt of
the application.

(d) Permit condition. A permit issued under this section may include
permit conditions, including authorizing a permittee, no more frequently than
two times per year, to clear vegetative cover within three feet of both sides of a
footpath within the protected shoreland area in order to allow access to the
mean water level for maintenance or repair of recreational structures or for
other activity approved by the Secretary.
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(e) Permit term. Individual permits issued under this section shall be for an
indefinite term, provided that the permittee complies with the requirements of
the permit and takes no additional action for which an individual permit is

required.

() _Recording. A permit or registration issued under this chapter shall, for
the purposes of having the permit or registration run with the land, be recorded
in the land records of the municipality in which the impervious surface or
cleared area is located.

8§ 1444. PERMIT STANDARDS

(2) Permit standards; generally. Except for permits issued under section
1445 of this title, the Secretary shall issue a permit under this chapter if the
permit applicant demonstrates that:

(1) cleared area or impervious surface shall be located at least 100 feet
from the mean water level, except for a public recreational access when
compliance with this subdivision (1) would be inconsistent or in conflict with
applicable federal requirements for the management of the parcel;

(2) cleared area or impervious surface within the protected shoreland
area shall be located on a site:

(A) with a slope of less than 20 percent; or

(B) that the permit applicant demonstrates will have a stable slope
with minimal erosion and minimal negative impacts to water quality;

(3)(A) no more than 20 percent of the protected shoreland area of the
parcel shall consist of impervious surface; or

(B) the permit applicant shall demonstrate that best management
practices will be used to manage, treat, and control erosion due to stormwater
runoff from that portion of impervious surface that exceeds 20 percent of the
protected shoreland area;

(4)(A) no more than 40 percent of the protected shoreland area of the
parcel shall consist of cleared area, including area cleared for the purposes of
creating impervious surface; or

(B) the permit applicant shall demonstrate that best management
practices will be used to provide erosion control, bank stability, and wildlife
habitat functionally equivalent to that which would be provided by clearing
less than 40 percent of the shoreland protection area;

(5) within 100 feet of the mean water level, vegetative cover shall be
managed according to the requirements of section 1447 of this title.
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(b) Repair of highway or private road. When the repair, emergency repair,
or _replacement of a private road or highway, as that term is defined in
19 V.S.A. 8 1(2), results in the construction, creation, or expansion of
impervious surface or cleared area on a property adjacent to the private road or
highway, the impervious surface or cleared area constructed or created on the
adjacent property shall not be calculated as square footage of impervious
surface or cleared area for purposes of permitting or registration under this

chapter.

(c) Calculation of area. Under this chapter, the area of constructed, created,
or expanded impervious surface or cleared area shall be the square footage as
measured on a horizontal plane.

8§ 1445. NONCONFORMING PARCELS; PERMIT STANDARDS

(a) Permit for nonconforming parcels. A permit applicant shall comply
with the requirements of subsection (b) of this section if the applicant cannot
meet the standard required under subdivision 1444(a)(1) of this title on a parcel
of land in existence on July 1, 2014, due to one of the following limitations:

(1) parcel size;

(2) the site characteristic or site limitations of the parcel, including
presence of highway or rights of way and soil type; or

(3) application of municipal setback requirement in a municipal bylaw
adopted on or before July 1, 2014.

(b) Permit standards for nonconforming parcels.

(1) For a parcel on which there is no habitable structure, the cleared area
or impervious surface shall be as far as possible from the mean water level, and
at a minimum shall be no less than 25 feet from the mean water level.

(2) For a parcel on which a habitable structure is located, the expansion
of any portion of the structure within 100 feet of the mean water level shall be
on the side of the structure farthest from the lake, unless the Secretary
determines that:

(A) expansion on the side of the structure farthest from the lake is not
possible due to site characteristics, site limitations, or limitations under a
municipal bylaw in existence on July 1, 2014;

(B) expansion on an alternate side of the structure will not negatively
impact water quality; and

(C) the structure is not expanded toward the mean water level.
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(3) Cleared area or impervious surface within the protected shoreland
area shall be located on a site:

(A) with a slope of less than 20 percent; or

(B) that the permit applicant demonstrates will have a stable slope
with minimal erosion and minimal negative impacts to water quality.

(4)(A) No more than 20 percent of the protected shoreland area of the
parcel shall consist of impervious surface.

(B) The permit applicant shall demonstrate that best management
practices will be used to manage, treat, and control erosion due to stormwater
runoff from that portion of impervious surface that exceeds 20 percent of the
protected shoreland area.

(5)(A) No more than 40 percent of the protected shoreland area of the
parcel shall consist of cleared area, including area cleared for the purposes of
creating an impervious surface.

(B) The permit applicant shall demonstrate that best management
practices will be used to provide erosion control, bank stability, and wildlife
habitat functionally equivalent to that which would be provided by clearing
less than 40 percent of the protected shoreland area.

(c) Vegetation maintenance on nonconforming parcels. A permit issued
under this section for creation of cleared area or impervious surface on a
nonconforming parcel shall not require compliance with the requirements of
section 1447 for the management of vegetative cover.

(d) Application process. An applicant for a permit under this section shall
submit to the Secretary a form that identifies the basis of the nonconformity on
the parcel. The Secretary may issue a permit under this section to an applicant
who meets the requirements of subsection (b) of this section.

§ 1446. REGISTERED PROJECTS; EXEMPTIONS FROM PERMITTING

(2)(1) Reqistered projects. The following projects in a protected shoreland
area do not require a permit under section 1444 or 1445 of this title:

(A) The creation of no more than 100 square feet of impervious
surface or cleared within 100 feet of the mean water level, provided that:

(i) _the owner of the property on which the impervious surface or
cleared area is created registers with the Secretary, on a form provided by the
Secretary that contains the name of the property owner, the address of the
property, and a certification that the project meets the requirements of this
subdivision (a)(2);
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(ii) the impervious surface or cleared area is located at least 25
feet from the mean water level; and

(iii) vegetative cover in the protected shoreland area shall be
managed according to the requirements of section 1447 of this title.

(B) The creation of 500 square feet or less of impervious surface,
cleared area, or a combination of impervious surface and cleared area,

provided that:

(i) _the impervious surface or cleared area is at least 100 feet from
the mean water level;

(i) any proposed cleared area or area within the protected
shoreland area where an impervious surface shall be sited has a slope of less
than 20 percent;

(iii) after the completion of the project, the protected shoreland
area shall consist of no more than 20 percent impervious surface; and

(iv) after the completion of the project, the protected shoreland
area shall consist of no more than 40 percent cleared area, including any area
cleared for the purposes of creating impervious surface.

(2) Limit on registration per parcel. A person shall not use the
registration process under this subsection to create more than a maximum total

per parcel of:

(A) 100 square feet of impervious surface or cleared area within
100 feet of the mean water level; and

(B) 500 square feet of impervious surface or cleared area within the
protected shoreland area that is at least 100 feet from the mean water level.

(3) Effect of registration. A registration shall take effect 15 days after
being filed with the Secretary, unless the Secretary requests that the person
registering submit additional information that the Secretary considers
necessary or the Secretary notifies the person registering that an individual
permit is required.

(4) Term. Registrations shall be for an indefinite term, provided that the
person complied with the requirements of this subsection and takes no action
for which an individual permit is required.

(b) Exemptions. The following activities in a protected shoreland area do
not require a permit under section 1444 or 1445 of this title:

(1) Management of vegetative cover. Management of vegetative cover
conducted in compliance with section 1447 of this title.
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(2) Removal of vegetation for recreational purposes. The cutting or
removal of no more than 250 square feet of the existing vegetation under three
feet in height within 100 feet of the protected shoreland area to allow for
recreational use in the protected shoreland area, provided that:

(A) the cutting or removal of vegetation occurs at least 25 feet from
the mean water level; and

(B) other ground cover, including leaf litter and the forest duff layer,
shall not be removed from the area in which cutting occurs.

(3) Maintenance of lawns. The maintenance, but not the enlargement,
of lawns, gardens, landscaped areas, and beaches in existence as of July 1,
2014.

(4) Creation of footpaths. The creation of one footpath per parcel with a
width of no greater than six feet that provides access to the mean water level.
Under this subdivision, a footpath includes stairs, landings, or platforms within
the authorized six-feet width.

(5) Construction within footprint. Construction within the footprint of
an impervious surface, existing as of July 1, 2014, that does not result in a net
increase in the amount of impervious surface on a parcel.

(6) Silvicultural activities.  Silvicultural activities in a protected
shoreland area if the silvicultural activities are in compliance with:

(A) a forest management plan, approved by the Commissioner of
Forests, Parks and Recreation, for the land in the protected shoreland area in
which the silvicultural activities occur;

(B) the accepted management practices adopted by the Commissioner
of Forests, Parks and Recreation under section 2622 of this title.

(7) Aagricultural activities. Agricultural activities on land in agricultural
production on July 1, 2014, provided that:

(A) no impervious surface shall be created or expanded in a protected
shoreland area except when no alternative outside the protected shoreland area
exists, the construction of a best management practice to abate an agricultural
water quality issue when the best management practice is approved by the
Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets under 6 V.S.A. chapter 215; and

(B) the agricultural activities within the protected shoreland area
comply with the rules adopted by the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and
Markets under 6 V.S.A. chapter 215 regarding agricultural water quality,
including accepted agricultural practices, best management practices, medium
and small farm operation, and large farm operation; and
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(8) Transportation infrastructure and private roads. The maintenance,
emergency repair, repair, and replacement of:

(A)  Transportation infrastructure by the Vermont Agency of
Transportation or by a municipality.

(B) A private road that does not require a permit under section 1264
of this title, provided that emergency repair, repair, and replacement of the
private road shall comply with the applicable water quality best management
practices approved by the Secretary under 19 V.S.A. 8§ 996 and incorporated
within the Vermont Agency of Transportation town road and bridge standards
for controlling stormwater runoff and direct discharges to State waters. The
requirement to comply with the water quality best management practices shall
apply even if the municipality in which the private road is located has not
adopted the town road and bridge standards. Under this subdivision, expansion
of a private road in order to allow for passage of emergency vehicles shall be
considered repair that does not require a permit under section 1443 of this title.

(9) Railroad activities. Railroad activities and facilities within the
jurisdiction of federal law.

(10) Parcel intersected by public highway. The creation or expansion of
impervious surface or cleared area on a parcel within the protected shoreland
area when the parcel is intersected by a public highway, as that term is defined
in 19 V.S.A. 81, and the impervious surface or cleared area is created or
expanded on that portion of the parcel on the side of the highway away from
the mean water level.

(11) Wastewater systems and potable water supplies. Installation,
maintenance, repair, or replacement of a wastewater system or potable water
supply permitted by the Agency of Natural Resources under chapter 64 of this
title.

(12) Stormwater treatment. Discharges of stormwater, stormwater
treatment facilities or practices, including repair or maintenance, permitted by
the Agency of Natural Resources under section 1264 of this title.

(13) Utility projects and utility lines.

(A) The construction of projects that require a certificate of public
good under 30 V.S.A. § 248 subject to the Agency of Natural Resources
Riparian Buffer Guidance for Act 250 and Section 248 projects.

(B) The routine repair and maintenance of utility lines and structures
including vegetation maintenance in utility line corridors, in a protected
shoreland area that are subject to 30 V.S.A. 8§ 248, chapter 151 of this title, or a
vegetation management plan approved by the Agency in a protected shoreland

-212 -




area. Vegetation management practices in a protected shoreland area shall be
performed in accordance with a vegetation management plan approved by the
Agency of Natural Resources.

(C) The emergency repair of utility lines and poles in protected
shoreland areas, provided that such repair minimizes adverse impacts to
vegetation in the protected shoreland area.

(14) Act 250 permit. Projects which have received a permit pursuant to
chapter 151 of this title.

(15) Designated downtowns and village centers. Projects in downtowns
and village centers designated pursuant to 24 V.S.A. chapter 76A.

(16) Urban and industrial redevelopment. Construction, creation, or
expansion of impervious surface or cleared area within a protected shoreland
area, provided that:

(A) the area in which the impervious surface or cleared area will be
constructed, created, or expanded is:

(i) urban or industrial in nature;

(ii) contains as of July 1, 2014 impervious surface or cleared

area; and
(iii) has been designated by municipal bylaw for redevelopment.

(B) the municipality has adopted a shoreland bylaw or ordinance that:

(i) is at least as stringent as the permitting requirements and
exemptions of this chapter; or

(ii) requires best management practices or other controls that are,
as determined by the Secretary, functionally equivalent to compliance with the
permitting requirements and exemptions of this chapter.

(17) Mosquito control. Where mosquito populations create a public
health hazard, as that term is defined in 18 V.S.A. 8§ 2, physical practices or
activities approved by the Secretary that create cleared area or remove
vegetative cover in order to reduce mosquito breeding habitat, provided that
any activity authorized under this subdivision shall comply with the Vermont
wetlands rules.

(c) Application of vegetative cover requirements. Activities authorized
under subdivisions (b)(2)—(13) of this section shall not be required to comply
with the requirements for the management of vegetative cover under section
1447 of this title.

-213-



§1447. LAKE SHORELAND VEGETATION PROTECTION
STANDARDS

(a) Within 100 feet of the mean water level, cutting of trees is allowed
provided that a well-distributed stand of trees and other natural vegetation is
maintained.  Vegetation management that occurs within the protected
shoreland area and that is conducted according to the requirements of this
section shall not be counted toward the cleared area on a parcel.

(b) A “well-distributed stand of trees adjacent to a lake” shall be defined as
maintaining a minimum rating score of 12, in each 25-foot by 25-foot area
within 100 feet of the mean water level, as determined by the following rating

system.
(1) Diameter of tree at 4-1/2 feet above Points

ground level (inches)
2-<4in.
4-<8in.
8-<12in.
12 in. or greater

0o I~ IN -

(2) The following shall govern in applying this point system:

(A) 25-foot by 25-foot plots shall be established within 100 feet of
the mean water level for vegetation management purposes.

(B) Each successive plot must be adjacent to but not overlap a
previous plot.
(C)  Any plot not containing the required points must have no

vegetative cover removed unless the removal is allowed pursuant to a
registration or individual permit.

(D) Any plot containing the required points may have trees removed
down to the minimum points allowed.

(E) Existing vegetation under three feet in height and other ground
cover, including leaf litter and the forest duff layer, shall not be cut, covered,
or removed, except to provide for a footpath or as allowed pursuant to a
reqistration or individual permit.

(F) Pruning of tree branches on the bottom one-third of a tree’s
height is allowed.

(G) Removal of dead, diseased, or unsafe trees shall be allowed
regardless of points.
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(c) As used in this section, “other natural vegetation” means retaining
existing vegetation under three feet in height and other ground cover and
retaining at least five saplings less than two inches in diameter at four and
one-half feet above ground level for each 25-foot by 25-foot area. If five
saplings do not exist, no woody stems less than two inches in diameter can be
removed until five saplings have been planted or rooted in the plot.

8§ 1448. MUNICIPAL DELEGATION

(a) Municipal shoreland bylaws or ordinances. The Secretary may delegate
authority to permit the construction, creation, or expansion of impervious
surface or cleared area under this chapter to a municipality that has adopted a
shoreland bylaw or ordinance if:

(1) the municipality adopts a bylaw or ordinance requlating construction
of impervious surface or creation of cleared area in a protected shoreland
area; and

(2) the municipal bylaw or ordinance is at least as stringent as the
permitting requirements and exemptions of this chapter, upon a determination
by the Secretary that the bylaw or ordinance is functionally equivalent to the
requirements under sections 1444, 1445, 1446, and 1447 of this title.

(b) Delegation agreement.

(1) Delegation under subsection (a) of this section shall be by agreement
between the Secretary and the delegated municipality. The delegation
agreement shall set the terms for revocation of delegation.

(2) _Under the delegation agreement, the Secretary and the municipality
may_agree, in instances where a delegated municipality does not or cannot
address _noncompliance, that the Secretary, after consultation with the
municipality, may institute enforcement proceedings under chapter 201 of
this title.

(3) The deleqgation agreement shall require the municipality to:

(A) have or establish a process for accepting, reviewing, and
processing applications and issuing permits for construction of impervious
surface or creation of cleared area in protected shoreland areas;

(B) take timely and appropriate enforcement actions;

(C) commit to reporting annually to the Secretary on a form and date
determined by the Secretary;

(D) comply with all other requirements of the rules adopted under
this chapter; and
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(E) cure any defects in such bylaw or ordinance or in the
administration or enforcement of such bylaw or ordinance upon notice of a
defect from the Secretary.

(4) A municipality that seeks delegation under subsection (a) of this
section shall be presumed to satisfy the requirements of this subsection for a
permit process and enforcement if the municipality has designated a municipal
zoning administrator or other municipal employee or official as responsible for
the permitting and enforcement of the construction, creation, or expansion of
impervious surface or cleared area within the municipality.

§ 1449. COORDINATION OF AGENCY OF NATURAL RESOURCES’
PERMITTING OF ACTIVITIES IN PROTECTED SHORELAND
AREAS

(a) _Coordination of permitting in protected shoreland area. During
technical review of a permit application for a wastewater system, potable water
supply, stormwater discharge, or stormwater treatment facility that is proposed
to be located in a protected shoreland area and that does not require a permit
under this chapter, the Agency division issuing the wastewater system, potable
water supply, stormwater discharge, or stormwater treatment facility permit
shall consult with the Agency’s Lakes and Ponds Section regarding practices
or_activities that could reduce the impact of the proposed activity on the
protected shoreland area or water quality of lakes adjacent to the protected
shoreland area.

(b) Agency guidance or procedure. The Agency may formalize the
consultation process required by this section in a guidance document or
internal agency procedure.

(c) Agency lands. All lands held by the Agency within a protected
shoreland area shall be managed according to the requirements of this chapter
when consistent and not in conflict with applicable federal requirements for the
management of a parcel of land held by the Agency.

8§ 1450. MUNICIPAL ZONING BYLAW OR ORDINANCE

(a)_Construction of impervious surface or creation of cleared area occurring
outside protected shoreland areas. Construction of impervious surface or
creation of cleared area occurring outside a protected shoreland area shall
conform to duly adopted municipal zoning bylaws and applicable municipal
ordinances and shall not be subject to regulation by the Secretary of Natural
Resources under this chapter.

(b) Existing municipal bylaws and ordinances. The requirements of this
chapter are in addition to existing municipal bylaws and ordinances, and
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proposed construction of impervious surface or creation of cleared area within
the protected shoreland area shall comply with all relevant, existing municipal,
State, and federal requirements.

8§ 1451. RULEMAKING

The Secretary may adopt rules to implement the requirements of this
chapter.

Sec. 3. 10 V.S.A. § 8003(a) is amended to read:

(a) The seeretary Secretary may take action under this chapter to enforce
the following statutes:

* X *

(22) 10 V.S.A. chapter 164A, collection and disposal of
mercury-containing lamps; ané

(23) 24 V.S.A. §2202a, relating to a municipality’s adoption and
implementation of a solid waste implementation plan that is consistent with the
State Solid Waste Plan; and

(24) 10 V.S.A. chapter 49A, relating to lake shoreland protection
standards.

Sec. 4. 10 V.S.A. § 8503 is amended to read:
§ 8503. APPLICABILITY

(@) This chapter shall govern all appeals of an act or decision of the
Secretary, excluding enforcement actions under chapters 201 and 211 of this
title and rulemaking, under the following authorities and under the rules
adopted under those authorities:

(1) The following provisions of this title:
* k% %
(R) chapter 32 (flood hazard areas).
(S) chapter 49A (lake shoreland protection standards).

* * *

Sec. 5. 3V.S.A. §2822(j)(32) is added to read:

(32) For projects taking place in a protected shoreland area that require a
registration or permit under 10 V.S.A. chapter 49A: $0.50 per square foot of
impervious surface or cleared area.
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Sec. 6. 10 V.S.A. § 1454 is amended to read:

§ 1454. TRANSPORT OF AQUATIC PLANTS AND AQUATIC
NUISANCE SPECIES

(@) No person shall transport an aquatic plant or aquatic plant part, zebra
mussels (Dreissena polymorpha), quagga mussels (Dreissena bugensis), or
other aquatic nuisance species identified by the seeretary Secretary by rule to
or from any Vermont waters on the outside of a vehicle, boat, personal
watercraft, trailer, or other equipment. This section shall not restrict proper
harvesting or other control activities undertaken for the purpose of eliminating
or controlling the growth or propagation of aquatic plants, zebra mussels,
quagga mussels, or other aquatic nuisance species.

(b) The seeretary Secretary may grant exceptions to persons to allow the
transport of aquatic plants, zebra mussels, quagga mussels, or other aquatic
nuisance species for scientific or educational purposes. When granting
exceptions, the seeretary Secretary shall take into consideration both the value
of the scientific or educational purpose and the risk to Vermont surface waters
posed by the transport and ultimate use of the specimens. A letter from the
seeretary Secretary authorizing the transport must accompany the specimens
during transport.

(c) A violation of this section may be brought by any law enforcement
officer, as that term is defined in 23 V.S.A. § 4(11), in the Environmental
Division of the Superior Court. When a violation is brought by an
enforcement officer other than an environmental enforcement officer employed
by the Agency of Natural Resources, the enforcement officer shall submit to
the Secretary a copy of the citation for purposes of compliance with the public
participation requirements of section 8020 of this title.

Sec. 7. TRANSITION

A permit or registration under 10 V.S.A. chapter 49A for the creation of
impervious surface or cleared area within a protected shoreland area shall not
be required on a parcel of land for a project for which:

(1) all necessary State, local, or federal permits have been obtained prior
to the effective date of this act and the permit holder takes no subsequent act
that would require a permit or registration under 10 V.S.A. chapter 49A: or

(2) a complete application for all applicable local, State, and federal
permits has been submitted on or before the effective date of this act, provided
that the applicant does not subsequently file an application for a permit
amendment that would require a permit under 10 V.S.A. chapter 49A and
substantial construction of the impervious surface or cleared area commences
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within two years of the date on which all applicable local, State, and federal
permits become final.

Sec. 8. EFFECTIVE DATE
This act shall take effect July 1, 2014.
(Committee vote: 5-0-0)

(For House amendments, see House Journal for March 27, 2013, page 551-
554 and March 28, 2013, pages 569-570.)

Report of Committee of Conference
S. 41
An act relating to water and sewer service.

To the Senate and House of Representatives:

The Committee of Conference to which were referred the disagreeing votes
of the two Houses upon Senate Bill entitled:

S.41. An act relating to water and sewer service.

Respectfully reports that it has met and considered the same and
recommends that the bill be amended by striking out all after the enacting
clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 1. 24 VV.S.A. § 5143 is amended to read:

8§ 5143. DISCONNECTION OF SERVICE

* * *

(c) The tenant of a rental dwelling noticed for disconnection due to the
delinquency of the ratepayer shall have the right to request and pay for
continued service from the utility or reconnection of water and sewer service
for the rental dwelling, which the utility shall provide. If any water and sewer
charges or fees are included in the tenant’s rent, the tenant may deduct the cost
of any water and sewer service charges or fees paid to the municipality from
his or her rent pursuant to 9 V.S.A. 8§ 4459. Under such circumstances, the
utility shall not require the tenant to pay any arrearage greater than one billing

cycle.
Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.
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ANTHONY POLLINA
ELDRED FRENCH
JOSEPH C. BENNING

Committee on the part of the Senate

RONALD E. HUBERT
LINDA J. MARTIN
ANNE H. MOOK

Committee on the part of the House
ORDERED TO LIE
S. 165.
An act relating to collective bargaining for deputy state’s attorneys.
PENDING ACTION: Third reading of the bill.
CONFIRMATIONS

The following appointments will be considered by the Senate, as a group,
under suspension of the Rules, as moved by the President pro tempore, for
confirmation together and without debate, by consent thereby given by the
Senate. However, upon request of any senator, any appointment may be
singled out and acted upon separately by the Senate, with consideration given
to the report of the Committee to which the appointment was referred, and with
full debate; and further, all appointments for the positions of Secretaries of
Agencies, Commissioners of Departments, Judges, Magistrates, and members
of the Public Service Board shall be fully and separately acted upon.

Alfred J. Gobeille of Shelburne — Chair of the Green Mountain Care Board
— By Sen. Lyons for the Committee on Health and Welfare. (1/29/14)

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Tuesday, January 28, 2014 - Room 11 - 6:00 - 8:00 P.M. - Re: Current
Use — Special Committee on Current Use.

Thursday, January 30, 2014 — Room 11 — 5:00 — 7:00 P.M. — Re: S.287
Involuntary Treatment and Medication - Senate Committees on Judiciary and
Health and Welfare.

Wednesday, February 6, 2014 — House Chamber — 6:00 — 8:00 P.M. — Re:
H.112 Labeling Genetically Modified food products — Senate Committees on
Agriculture and Judiciary.

Thursday, February 13, 2014 — House Chamber — 7-9 P.M. — Re: H.286 —
Improving the quality of State Waters — House Committee on Agriculture.
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PUBLIC HEARING

Joint Public Hearing on Fiscal Year 2015 state budget
via Vermont Interactive Technologies
House and Senate Committees on Appropriations

Monday, February 10, 2014, 4:00 - 6:30 p.m. — The House and Senate
Committees on Appropriations will hold a joint public hearing on Vermont
Interactive Technologies (V.1.T.) to give Vermonters throughout the state an
opportunity to express their views about the state budget for fiscal year 2015.
All 13 V.I.T. sites will be available for the hearing: Bennington, Brattleboro,
Johnson, Lyndonville, Middlebury, Montpelier, Newport, Randolph
Center, Rutland, Springfield, St. Albans, White River Junction and Williston.
V.1.T.'s web site has an up-to-date location listing, including driving directions,
addresses and telephone numbers, http://www.vitlink.org/.

The budget hearing will be VIEWABLE via the Internet if your computer has
Flash-based streaming capabilities. Some mobile devices may require
additional software.

Go to www.vitlink.org/streamingmedia/vtcvitopen.php.

The Governor’s budget proposal can be viewed at the Department of Finance’s
website: http://finance.vermont.gov/state_budget/rec. For information about the
format of this event or to submit written testimony, call the House
Appropriations ~ Committee  office at  802/828-5767 or  email
tutton@Ileg.state.vt.us. Requests for interpreters should be made to the office
by 3:00 p.m. on Monday, January 27, 2014.

REPORTS ON FILE

Reports 2014

Pursuant to the provisions of 2 V.S.A. §20(c), one (1) hard copy of the
following report is on file in the office of the Secretary of the Senate.
Effective January 2010, pursuant to Act No. 192, Adj. Sess. (2008) 85.005(g)
some reports will automatically be sent by electronic copy only and can be
found on the State of Vermont Legislative webpage.

1. Sexual Assault and Sexual Harassment; Report. (Vermont National
Guard) (November 2013)
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NOTICE OF JOINT ASSEMBLY

Thursday, February 20, 2014 - 10:30 A.M. - Election of two (2) trustees
for the Vermont State Colleges Corporation.

Candidates for the positions of trustee must notify the Secretary of State in
writing not later than Thursday, February 13, 2014, by 5:00 P.M. pursuant to
the provisions of 2 V.S.A. 812(b). Otherwise their names will not appear on
the ballots for these positions.

The following rules shall apply to the conduct of these elections:

First: All nominations for these offices will be presented in alphabetical
order prior to voting.

Second: There will be only one nominating speech of not more than three
(3) minutes and not more than two seconding speeches of not more than one
(1) minute each for each nominee.
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