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S.315
Introduced by Senators Ashe, Bray, Fox, Lyons, McCormack, and Zuckerman

Referred to Committee on

Date:

Subject: Health; abortion; right to abortion

Statement of purpose of bill asintroduced: Thisbill proposes to repea the
Vermont statutes that criminalize: (1) assisting in the performance of an

abortion; and (2) advertising about the provision of abortion services.

An act relating to decriminalizing the performance of abortionsin Vermont
and recognizing the right to have an abortion

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
Sec. 1. FINDINGS

The Vermont General Assembly finds:

(1) On January 22, 1973, the U.S. Supreme Court decision in Roe v.

Wade, 410 U.S. 113 (1973), established that the U.S. Constitution’ s guarantee

of liberty protects awoman’s decision to have an abortion and limits

government involvement with private medical decisions.

(2) Asthe State of Vermont implements major health care reform, it

should be apublic policy goa to enhance the health of al citizens, including

women of all ages, and to strengthen individuals and families by encouraging
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and promoting access to comprehensive reproductive health services, to

prenatal support services that help ensure that planned pregnancies remain

healthy throughout their entire term, and to safe and legal abortion.

(3) Abortion is adeeply persona and often complex decision for a

woman, and therefore decisions about whether to choose adoption, end a

pregnancy, or raise a child must be left to awoman, her family, and her faith,

with the counsdl of her health care provider.

(4) Violence against providers of reproductive health care services and

restrictions on access to abortion endanger the health and lives of women.

(5) The Genera Assembly’s repeal of the dated and restrictive

13 V.S.A. chapter 3 would remove the statutory prohibition on abortion

proceduresin Vermont and serve as an important legislative action in support

of awoman’s reproductive rights as well as help ahealth care provider to

perform an abortion without fear of criminal liability.

Sec. 2. 13 V.S.A. chapter 3 is amended to read:
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$200-00;-6r-beth: [Repealed.]

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE

This act shall take effect on passage.
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